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SHAVUOT 5783    
Thursday May 25 at 7:30   

in the sanctuary & streamed 
 

Services, including Yizkor, with Rabbi Linda 
Followed by dessert 

Learning begins at 8:15 featuring 

REVELATION THEN AND NOW 
including some discussion about antiracism  

with Rabbi Linda, Deb Erie, Marion Hamermesh 

 
UNPACKING THE CURRENT MOMENT IN ISRAEL:  

 THE FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY  
with Elisheva Goldberg 

Wednesday May 10 at 7:30 
on zoom  

Elisheva Goldberg is the New Israel Fund’s Sen-
ior Director of Media and Policy. She formerly 
served as a parliamentary advisor to then co-
leader of the opposition and former Foreign 
Minister Tzipi Livni. Previously, she also 
worked at the progressive think tank Molad: 
The Center for The Renewal of Israeli Democ-
racy, as an assistant editor at Peter Beinart’s 
Daily Beast blog, Open Zion. She has written 
for The Daily Beast, The Forward and The At-
lantic, and is currently a contributing writer at 
Jewish Currents. 
  
She holds a dual masters from Columbia Uni-
versity in Journalism and International Rela-
tions as well as a B.A. from the University of 
Pennsylvania in Near Eastern Languages and 
Civilizations. She lives in New York with her 
husband and three small children. 
 



Unpacking The Current Moment In 
Israel:  Looking For A Way Together 

 
There is a Chasidic story attributed to 
Rebbe Hayyim of Sanz that goes 
something like this:   Long ago, a per‐
son became lost in the forest.  They 
wandered around that forest for days 
without end, but could never find the 

right way out.  They became forlorn and truly believed 
that they would be stuck in that forest forever.  Sud‐
denly, in the distance, they saw another person ap‐
proaching.  They were ecstatic and their heart filled with 
joy. “Now, I’ll surely find the right way out.”   As they 
came close to the other person, they said, “Excuse me, 
but do you know the way out of the forest? I’ve been 
wandering for days and I’m totally lost.”   The stranger 
answered, “Unfortunately, I am also lost! I don’t know 
the way out either, for I too have been wandering for 
several days... Let’s look for a way out together.” 
 
Israel is turning 75.  To be alive at the same time that 
there is a modern nation state of Israel is a privilege and 
a challenge.  Israel has a complex history that is difficult 
to fathom.  Given the painful realities of Jewish history, 
the existence of Israel is the answer to a prayer. Yet 
there is hard history to explore and integrate as we hold 
her existence with gratitude and with love.  The current 
moment is even more complex and frightening, with 
the proposed judicial reforms threatening her demo‐
cratic character.   In response, I am grateful to offer the 
program on May 10th, where we will welcome Elisheva 
Goldberg from the New Israel Fund who will speak on 
the current moment in Israel and the fight for democ‐
racy.  
 
Goldberg has an impressive biography.   She brings an 
expertise in International Relations and Near Eastern 
Civilizations and has worked at a progressive think tank, 
the Center for the Renewal of Israeli Democracy.   She 
has a breadth of knowledge about the current moment 
that few of us possess.    I think it will be useful for us to 
hear her together and to figure out how we want to en‐
gage with Israel in this moment.  To understand Israel is 
to understand her beauty and her imperfection.   What 
is true of all relationships is true here:  we are called to 
love the imperfect.   We are called to bring as much 
goodness as we can to this relationship. 
 
We each come to this grappling with our own particular 

Friends, as we work our way towards 
Shavuot I wish for you a blessing of connec‐
tion to this important moment in Jewish 
time: May you be blessed with a connection 
to Torah and learning ‐ the heartbeat of our 
Jewish people that we celebrate at this time 
of year. May you be blessed with a connec‐
tion to "first fruits" and the harvest, to appre‐
ciating our interdependence on the cycles of 
the seasons to the food we grow and eat. 

And may you be blessed with a connection to ongoing spiritual 
practice in your life, just as we have explored practice during 
this period of the Omer. May it be a meaningful Shavuot cele‐
bration for all! 
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Rabbi Linda Potemken

experiences and perspectives.  My personal relationship to Israel 
is strong.   This is true for me as a Jew but it is also amplified by 
the size of my close family who live there.  Having many people 
who I know and love and who hold a variety of perspectives, 
helps me to appreciate Israel’s complexity.    
 
When it comes to discussing Israel, it is easy for people to shut 
down or to become argumentative with one another.   I believe 
that we need to turn to one another, to learn with one another, 
to approach this moment with love, faith, honesty and courage.  
It is a moment to open our hearts, to believe that healing is pos‐
sible and to figure out through learning and grappling what we 
can do as we come together to find our way.  We are a strong 
enough community to handle the challenges of this exploration 
with compassion and wisdom. 
 
On this 75th birthday I pray that all the inhabitants of the land 
be seen in their full humanity and that wisdom and loving kind‐
ness grow so that Israel can live into her highest ideals.   May 
those of us living so far away join together to learn and in so 
doing, find our way forward on this Yom Ha’Atzmaut (Israel In‐
dependence Day). 
 

Rabbi Nathan Martin Rabbis’ Note 

Rabbi’s Message
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How to Reach our Rabbis
By phone:  (610) 566‐4645, choose option 1 if Mikayla does not answer.  A voice message left for either Rabbi will reach them quickly.  
 
By e‐mail:     Rabbi Linda:  ravltp@bethisraelmedia.org Rabbi Nathan: rabbinathan@bethisraelmedia.org 
 
Not sure who’s ‘on’ this weekend?  Check the calendar, easily available at bethisraelmedia.org and on the penultimate page of this Israe‐
light.  Also, each rabbi's e‐mail account responds with a message indicating which rabbi is 'on.' 
 
In cases of a real emergency... 
Senior Rabbi Linda’s and Associate Rabbi Nathan’s home phone numbers can be found in the Member’s Area of our website under How 
to Reach Our Rabbis and in our Directory.  

The Rabbinic Liaison Committee exists in most Reconstructionist communities to ensure the maintenance of a good  
working relationship between the rabbis and the congregation. While congregants are always welcome and encouraged to discuss ques‐
tions or concerns directly with Rabbi Linda or Rabbi Nathan , they may at times feel more comfortable talking to the Rabbinic Liaison 
committee. Issues raised by congregants are discussed confidentially and, when appropriate, are shared with a  Rabbi in a constructive 
manner. To discuss a question or concern with a lay member of the committee please feel free to  contact:  Julian Yates (jyates@udel.edu) 
Deb Erie (debjoerie@gmail.com), Emily Levine (emily@emilysquireslevine.com), or Linda Cohen  (lhc@comcast.net).  

Our Community

Is BIMAS* right for you? 

 Play an instrument but miss the opportunity to make soul‐stirring music? 
 Really want to play klezmer but suffer from lack of confidence? 

 Haven’t dusted off your instrument since your Bat Mitzvah? 
 

BIMAS might be just what the doctor ordered!  
For more information contact larry@hamermesh.com 

Side effects may include  
     severe euphoria, 

     earworms 
     repetitive foot tapping, and  

     infectious joy.  
*Beth Israel Music Appreciation Society 

Reconnecting Post‐Pandemic:  Courageous Conversations  
May 1  6:30 pm  
Dinner will be provided  

Entrepreneur Works    419 Avenue of the States    Chester 19013 
TO SIGN UP: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fuse‐courageous‐conversations‐reconnecting‐post‐pandemic‐
tickets‐607846935547?aff=odeimcmailchimp&mc_eid=999a92a9a5&mc_cid=e17394b333 
 
Interested in carpooling from BI?   Contact Deb Erie:  debjoerie@gmail.com 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fuse-courageous-conversations-reconnecting-post-pandemic-tickets-607846935547?aff=odeimcmailchimp&mc_eid=999a92a9a5&mc_cid=e17394b333
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fuse-courageous-conversations-reconnecting-post-pandemic-tickets-607846935547?aff=odeimcmailchimp&mc_eid=999a92a9a5&mc_cid=e17394b333
http://debjoerie@gmail.com 
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Dear Beth Israel Friends ‐  
 
Please plan to come to the May Congregational Meeting on Sunday May 21st at 10am (details forthcom‐
ing by email) ‐ when we will eat/schmooze and consider the needs of the community. There is our annual 
budget and our slate of Board members to vote on, and it’s a great chance to get connected again/more! 
This is my last Israelight letter as President, as my two‐year term is just about over. I wrote last month 
about the wonderful Mark Rosenberg, Vice President, who will soon be your President ‐ ‐ he is a great 
friend and a great leader. You are in wonderful hands!  
 
I would like to sincerely and humbly thank everyone who has helped me in these past two years ‐ ‐ too 
many to list here. That help has always made me feel supported and it is a testament to the amazing spirit 

of generosity that defines Beth Israel.   
I wish for Beth Israel many, many blessings in its journey as a vibrant Jewish community: the blessings of joyful learning, 
prayer and relationships. With those, everything else always seems to fall into place.  
 
My best 
Emma  

Board of Directors
President’s Messages:

EMMA LEFKOWITZ

 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President 
     Emma Lefkowitz 
Executive VP 
   Mark Rosenberg 
 VP, Finance   
    Larrye Loss 
 VP, Communications  
      & Community     
     Steve Plotkin     

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Membership         Jackie Gelman, Dina Jacobs 
Hebrew School Education     Lisa Blaskey deCamp, Natalyia Zhukovskaya 
Religious Practice          Larry Hamermesh 
Social Action          John Greenstine, Louis Friedler 
Adult Education          Marion Hamermesh, Rich Remenick ___ 
Facilities Co‐ordinators          Elaine Feldman, Ron Romoff 
Immediate Past President:  Lynn Cashell  
Council of Past Presidents:  Steve Platt 
MEMBERS AT LARGE:         Sea Amundsen, Jeff Golan, Randi Raskin Nash, 

                  Jessie Reagen Mann, Jonathan Washington

BI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

As usual, check your  email for more information and for zoom links.

 FINANCIAL HARDSHIP?   For those of you who may need some assistance for your small business or other financial 
 issues that have arisen from the pandemic, consider consulting the following resources:  The Hebrew Free Loan Society 
of Philadelphia:   https://hflphilly.org/   Grants, loans, other resources: jewishtogether.org  run by the Jewish Federations 
of North America. 

Come dance!  Israeli Dancing at BI taught by Andi and Sharon!  May 9, 7:00 ‐ 8:30pm       
We will meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month  from 7:00 to 8:30 in the sanctuary.  
Ring and enter at the main entrance or phone Sharon. (RSVP to SharonLKleban@gmail.com; she will send  her cell number) 

No partner or experience is needed. The evening will include both beginner/liturgical dances and intermedi‐
ate/ modern dances. Wear comfortable clothes and shoes and bring your own water bottle. You may 
bring your own smile or one will be provided for you :)  

Contact Andi at andiwallach@gmail.com or Sharon at sharonlkleban@gmail.com for 
 more information. 

 https://hflphilly.org/
http://jewishtogether.org


May  2023 
Iyyar/Sivvan5783

5 Volume 46  No. 8 Our Community

Donations  
March 

Thank You! 

DID YOU KNOW... if you're going to make a contribution by check to a restricted fund, like the Rabbi's Discretionary or Social Action Funds, 
that it's better for you (and for us), if you make your check payable to "Congregation Beth Israel of Media." You can always note any special 
purpose for the contribution in the memo line of your check. Why? "Congregation Beth Israel" is the correct payee. Also, by noting the spe‐
cial purpose, if any, on your check, we can make absolutely certain that your donation is directed to the appropriate fund, your account is 
properly credited, and your end‐of‐year tax letter is accurate. Like you, the rabbis, administrative staff, directors and officers of BI are ab‐
solutely committed to making certain your donation is put to its intended purpose. Please help us help you to make certain that happens. 
Thank you.

Your generous support not only enables Beth Israel to provide a robust variety of programs that foster the spiritual needs of our commu‐
nity, your support also  enhances our ability to bring about tikkun olam through our social action initiatives. Your generosity is appreciated 
now more than ever. Please consider honoring a friend or a loved one through a contribution to any of our designated funds.

Ellie Festival Fund 
Jane Laffend, Judy Kinman, Randi Raskin Nash, Carol Cowan 
Amy Strauss in memory of my mom, Eleanor Strauss 
 
Rabbis’ Discretionary Fund 
Deanie Heller 
Dan Parmet 
 
Social Action Fund 
Lisa Karlin for Mitzvah Day 
  
General Fund through the Art Auction for Anti‐Racism work., 
Amy Fantalis, Rabbi Linda Potemken, Joyce Romoff, Lauri Mansky, Rae Roeder, Elaine Feldman and  
Harry Chen  
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Journey Through Judaism –  Once a month at 7:30 on Zoom with Aya Baron   
May 17  7:30   Shavuot, What Happened at Revelation? 

Throughout the history of the Jewish tradition, different and contending interpretations of our texts have thrived 
side by side, as demonstrated by the debates recorded in the Talmud. After the emancipation of Jews in Western 
and Central Europe, this became even more true. Strands of modern European thought such as science and ra-
tional skepticism intertwined in different ways with traditional Jewish thought.  
One of the Jewish thinkers who struggled with this issue was Samuel David Luzzatto (1800-1865), an Italian/Jewish 
scholar and philosopher who embraced  modern critical research, but only as a way of deepening understanding 
and commitment to traditional Judaism. He had no patience for his German Jewish colleagues who “study ancient 
Israel the way other scholars study ancient Egypt,  Assyria, Babylon, and Persia – that is, for the love of science or 
the love of fame.” Furthermore “they exalt the role of some of our ancient sages in order to hasten the first step 
toward salvation which is, in their eyes, emancipation. But this kind of wisdom cannot endure…” Luzzatto asserted 
on the contrary that “the Wisdom of Israel which will endure forever is learning grounded in faith; it is the wisdom 
that seeks to understand the Torah and the prophets as the Word of God…”  
Is it possible, in today’s overwhelmingly secular and scientific world, for adult learners to study our Jewish texts as 
the “Word of God”? If so, how? Is it even possible for us to know what this expression means? However an indi-
vidual may come out on these questions, our understanding of Judaism can only be deepened by asking them.  

Awe and Intimacy in Jewish Tradition 
Learning  on ZOOM with Rabbi Richard Hirsh 

May 16, 23, 30 at 7:30  
 
Jewish tradition embraces a continuum of experience, from the internal and intimate to the external and overpowering. 
While these have often been presented as oppositional (example: the "cathedral synagogue" vs. the living-room havura), they 
can also be approached as complementary. 
 
We will explore the dynamics of awe and intimacy in Jewish ritual and liturgical practice; in Jewish spiritual tradition, including 
conceptions of God; and in the realm of Jewish moral-ethical imperatives, with attention to the collective demands of the 
prophets and the interior cultivation of the mussar tradition. 

From the Pen of Richard Remenick

MUSSAR with Rabbi Linda    Thursday, May 18  12:30  on zoom 
This is a closed group but if you are interested in studying mussar, in this group or at another time, please 
contact Rabbi Linda
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Please check your email for the modules that are delivered to your inbox.   
Each module includes a Jewish text, an antiracism resource and several 
questions to contemplate.  The material is sent for you to explore at your 
convenience.  The community will then gather on zoom for a discussion of 
the module, 7-9 days after you first receive it.    

A discussion of module 10  at 7:30 on May 31 on Zoom 
 

BI is taking the lead to expose “hard history.” 
Presented with the Anti-Racism Coordinating Committee 

ANTIRACISM DISCUSSIONS THE EXPLORATIONS CONTINUE  

ANTIRACISM AT BETH ISRAEL  UPCOMING EVENTS & A PIECE OF MODULE 9 
from the ARCC (Antiracism Coordinating Committee) 

 
The ARCC supports the FUSE event on May 1st. If you are interested in attending and/or carpooling from BI please contact Deb Erie or 
Rabbi Linda  (see FUSE announcement p. 3) 
 
ARCC supports BI's Shavuot program on May 25th with the RPC and Adult Ed, as we explore revelation through many lenses, including 
antiracism  (see Shavuot announcement on Page 1) 
 
Members of BI's ARCC are:  Harry Chen, Deb Erie, Michael Fishkow (chair), Julie Mayer, Katie Sibley and Rabbi Linda. If you have ques‐
tions or suggestions for BI's antiracism work please contact any of the members. 
 
LESSONS FROM MODULE #9   Module #9 included a Ted Talk with historian Hassan Jeffries and the following Jewish texts and discus‐
sion questions. The Talk is :  "Why We Must Confront The Painful Parts of US History": 
 
JEWISH TEACHINGS from My Jewish Learning:   
 On Teshuva:  In the Jewish tradition, repentance is called teshuvah , a Hebrew word translated as “returning.” One of the Hebrew words 
for sin is chet, which in Hebrew means “to go astray.” Thus the idea of repentance in Jewish thought is a return to the path of righteous‐
ness.   Teshuvah can be done at any time, but the High Holiday season, and Yom Kippur especially, is considered an especially auspicious 
time for it. The process of repentance, as laid out by Maimonides, includes three stages: confession, regret and a vow not to repeat the 
misdeed. The true penitent, Maimonides says, are those who find themselves with the opportunity to commit the same sin again yet 
declines to do so. Prayer, charity and fasting are also said to help one win forgiveness. 
 
On Truth:" Emet (truth) as Spiritual Practice, Babylonian Talmud    Generally speaking, while Judaism obviously attaches great signifi‐
cance to intellectual honesty, as evidenced, for example, in the constant quest for the truth in talmudic debates and among the me‐
dieval philosophers, the main thrust in the  appeals for Jews to be truthful is in the direction of moral truth and integrity.   An often 
quoted rabbinic saying ([Babylonian Talmud) is: “Truth is the seal of the Holy One, blessed be He.” In Rashi’s explanation  this saying 
refers to the Hebrew word for truth, emet, formed from the first letter of the alphabet, alef, the middle letter, mem, and the final letter, 
tav. The God of truth is found wherever there is truth and God’s absence is felt wherever there is falsehood. 
 
 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 1)  Jeffries teaches that to do nothing in the face of hard history is to be complicit in inequality.  This is similar to Kendi's concept of ac‐
tive antiracism as opposed to simply saying that we are not racist.  How do the 3 stages of teshuva, as laid out by Maimonides, inform us 
on what to do in the face of hard history?   What additional steps might we need to take if we apply this process to the lesson of the Ted 
Talk?  Where do we have power to make a difference? 
  
2) Jeffries quotes Reggie Gibson who said:  "Our problem as Americans, we hate history; what we love is nostalgia; we love stories about 
the past that make us feel comfortable about the present."   How might we help ourselves and others move beyond nostalgia to go to‐
ward truth?  What truths did you learn by listening to Jeffries talk? 
  
3) How does the Jewish teaching on "emet", on "truth", reinforce Jeffries message? How might speaking up on hard history become a 
spiritual practice? 
  
4) How do these teachings on hard history intersect with the Jewish commitment and practices on remembrance? 
 

Anti-Racism Coordinating Committee
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*after a name indicates that there is a plaque. Yahrzeit begins at sundown the evening before the date shown.

Yahrzeits 

Please be sure to let the Rabbis know when you or someone  in the congregation is in need of a blessing for healing.  

REFUAH SHLEIMAH  There are many in the BI family in need of healing. Our blessings go out to everyone in need 
 of refuah ‐ healing of body and/or healing of spirit. Join us at Shabbat or weekday services where we pray for healing.

Please be sure to support our advertisers 
and let them know that you learned about 
them from The Israelight

 
GROCERY CARDS ARE IN STOCK AT BETH ISRAEL — YES! I 
shop at Acme or Giant and I’m happy to purchase gift cards 
through BI! (for every card purchased, BI receives $5 ‐ it adds 
up and makes a difference!) Let Mikayla know if you’d like to 
purchas some. Phone 610‐566‐4645 or send her  an email: 
mikayla.losanowych@bethisraelmedia.org

Mourner Remembering Relationship Yahrzeit 2023 Yahrzeit 5783
Linda Potemken Bertram Potemken* Father 5/5/2023 14 Iyyar

Marion Hamermesh Naomi Rosenhaus Yager Mother 5/5/2023 14 Iyyar
Judy Kinman Kenneth Kinman Husband 5/5/2023 14 Iyyar

Joy Horwitz‐Fram Belva  G. Horowitz Mother 5/6/2023 15 Iyyar
Stuart Pittel Harry Pittel Father 5/8/2023 17 Iyyar
Dina Jacobs Fred Jacobs Father 5/8/2023 17 Iyyar

Randi Raskin Nash Sarah Tausher Great Aunt 5/12/2023 21 Iyyar
Allen Wolf Marvyn Wolf Father 5/12/2023 21 Iyyar

Judi Davidson Wolf Marvyn Wolf Father‐in‐law 5/12/2023 21 Iyyar
Leah Davidson Wolf Marlyn Wolf Grandfather 5/12/2023 21 Iyyar

Richard Strauss Elsa Kochmann Sister 5/14/2023 23 Iyyar
Jerome Blank Harriet Blank Mother 5/15/2023 24 Iyyar

Stephen Friedman Sylvia Friedman Mother 5/16/2023 25 Iyyar
Richard Strauss Fred Strauss Father 5/18/2023 27 Iyyar
Sheldon Bernick Bella Glatstein Grandmother 5/19/2023 28 Iyyar

Deborah Erie Jacob Erie Grandfather 5/20/2023 29 Iyyar
Adam Alper Marty Sheckman Grandfather 5/20/2023 29 Iyyar
Jane Laffend Bonnie Mitsui Friend 5/22/2023 2 Sivan

Laura Lee Blechner Frances Blechner Grandmother 5/23/2023 3 Sivan
Eve Biskind Klothen Rosalind Biskind Mother 5/24/2023 4 Sivan

Andrea Wallach Ronald Wallach Father 5/28/2023 8 Sivan
Lauri Mansky Henry Goodman* Father 5/29/2023 9 Sivan

Marilyn Drukin Herman Lichtman* Father 5/30/2023 10 Sivan
Susan Klein Harry Klein* Father 5/31/2023 11 Sivan
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from the desk of Jackie Gelman  
We had a great time at our first outdoor Tot Shabbat of the season. We greeted Spring and the warmer weather by playing, 
coloring, planting flowers, jumping through hoops and throwing frisbees. After dinner we sang songs and “crossed the Red 
Sea.” Even our adult helpers got in on the fun! 
 
Many thanks to our Tot Shabbat families and this month’s volunteers: Elaine Feldman, Alisa Herman‐Liu and Randi Raskin‐
Nash. Thanks always to Rabbi Linda. Come join us next month on May 12. We always need volunteers and it’s a lot of fun! 
 
If you’d like to attend or help out at a future Tot Shabbat please reach out to Jackie Gelman. Future dates: 5/12 and 6/9. 
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Please remember to donate personal care items and toiletries for the homeless shelters and the Community Action Agency. 
The collection box is on the main floor, under the coat rack. Thank you 

Operation Gratitude,  
The mission of Operation Gratitude to honor the service of our Military and First Responders by creating opportunities to 
express gratitude. Check out the website  OperationGratitude.com  or contact Lynn Cashell (lynncashell@gmail.com 
 

Tutoring the children of the Chester Eastside Inc. Tutoring by BI members, led by Louis Friedler, continues with new and 
continuing leadership at CEI. We have 12 BI members (or friends of BI members) currently coaching in CEI’s Out of School 
Time Program this semester.  SAC member Stu Pittel is again coordinating an SAC‐sponsored educational summer field trip 
for the CEI students. 
 
Ala Hamilton Day coordinated our annual Passover Food Drive, benefiting the Media Food Bank. Ala highlighted recent re‐
ductions in SNAP benefits and other forms of assistance as triggers leading to increased demands on the food pantries. This 
effort was also part of the Jewish Federation’s Mitzvah Pantry effort to address hunger in our area.    

SAC partnered with the Anti‐Racism Coordinating Committee to the movie  Just Mercy on March 25th. A group of about 
24 people watched the film, concluding with a discussion led by ARCC member Julie Mayer. 

 Julie Mayer leads 
 the post‐film talk  
about Just Mercy 
 

Robert Goldman  
discussing his  

reaction to  
Just Mercy 

Lida Stein and the Righteous Gentiles which 
deals with the challenges of a high school 
girl in 1930's Nazi Germany. Our very own 
Dave Cashell (not shown) was one of the 
actors. 

Yom Hashoah

Beth Israel hosted Hebrew school stu‐
dents from Congregation Ohev Shalom 
and Congregation Beth El Ner Tamid for 
our join Yom Hashoah and Mitzvah Day 
activities. (see page 9 for more about 
that)
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 Beth Israel participated, along with 
synagogues and communities across 
Philadelphia, in the Jewish Federation's 
Israel 75 Mitzvah Day. Beth Israel or‐
ganized the assembly of hygiene kits to 
support refugees to the US. The kits 
were delivered to HIAS PA. And HIAS 
PA's Executive Director, Cathryn Miller 
Wilson spoke at the event.   

The HS children and the rest 
of the congregation, as well 
as children and adults from 
Congregation Beth El‐Ner 
Tamid and Ohev Shalom, as‐
sembled the bags. Basha Sil‐
verman is chaired the event 
for BI.   

Allan Feldman volunteering for MItzvah Day

Noah Schoenberg from the Jewish Federation with Rabbi Nathan
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12:30 Mussar with R. Linda  
(Closed Group on Zoom)
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Congregation Beth Israel of Media 
A Reconstructionist Jewish Community 
542 South New Middletown Road 
Media, Pennsylvania 19063‐2240 
Ph. 610‐566‐4645 Fax 610‐566‐2240 
 http://www.bethisraelmedia.org

President 
Senior Rabbi 
Associate Rabbi 
Editor, Content 
Editor, Production 
Editor, Contributions List

Emma Lefkowitz 
Linda Potemken 
Nathan Martin 
Sharon Kleban 
Marion Hamermesh 
Mikayla Losanowych

The Israelight is published on the first of each  
secular month. All submissions must be received by the 
editor by the 15th  of the preceding month to guaran‐
tee inclusion. Articles may be submitted by mail to the 
synagogue office or by email to:  

 Israelight@bethisraelmedia.org

Next Issue: June/July Deadline: May 21 

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
MEDIA, PA 19063
PERMIT NO. 214 

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

The LORD spoke to Moses, 
saying, Speak to the Israelite 
people and say to them: 
When you enter the land I 
am giving you and you reap 
its harvest, you shall bring 
the first sheaf of your harvest 
to the Priest... And from the 
day on which you bring that 
sheaf of elevation offering... 
you shall count off seven 
weeks...On that same day 
you shall hold a celebration.  
 
 See p 1 for our Shavuot plans.


