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The Beth Israel Community Seder will be held on 
the second night of 

Passover, Thursday, 
April 6, 2023. It 

will be  a potluck 
seder. Stay 
tuned for a 
signup sheet 
and the time 
of the seder.  
 

We need volun‐
teers to help with 

setting up the food 
and the sanctuary. If 

interested, please contact 
Andy Coleman at ahndroo@aol.com.
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Give: Matanot L’evyonim
Nutritious food 

for the food bank

Including, for t
a show and sale

 
 

         
                     

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

         
                     

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Receive Mishloah Manot
Pick up your 
Purim bag

the benefit of BI’s Anti-Racism work, 
e of paintings by Bob Stone’s mother. 

In person
Or streamed 

Come in Costume! 



WHAT NEXT?    
 
Did you watch the State of the Union 
Address on February 7th?   President 
Biden spoke of “the talk” that brown 
and Black parents have had to have 
with their children, the advice that 
will hopefully save their lives if pulled 
over by a police officer – interior 
lights on, no reaching for your li‐

cense, hands on the steering wheel. It is a comment 
that any sitting president could have included in his re‐
marks, a comment that has been all too relevant in our 
country. But it was included now, due to a conscious‐
ness that has spread across our country.  
 
As Americans we are in the midst of a broad awakening 
to the problem of injustices rooted in racism. The Jewish 
community, both white Jews and Jews of Color, are part 
of this movement. One part of the Jewish response is to 
begin to notice and honor the diversity in the larger 
Jewish community, to open our minds to the fact that 
Jews come in all hues, that the person of color next to 
you may be Jewish as well.   
 
At Beth Israel, we have taken on antiracism in new 
ways, beginning with education that continues in the 
form of modules to be explored on one’s own, with a 
study partner or at a community discussion on zoom.  
By studying these modules that include Jewish texts, re‐
sources presented by people of color along with discus‐
sion questions, we are not only educating ourselves, we 
are part of a national conversation that resulted in mo‐
ments like the one in the State of The Union Address. 
 
In the upcoming months we will hold or support several 
additional types of programs, including FUSE events on 
zoom and a guest speaker in the sanctuary. On March 
25th, the ARCC (antiracism coordinating committee) 
will partner with the SAC (social action committee) to 
present the award‐winning film Just Mercy, followed by 
a discussion.  Just Mercy is the winner of four NAACP 
Image Awards, the National Board of Review's Freedom 
of Expression Award, and the American Black Film Fes‐
tival's Movie of the Year Award. Just Mercy tells the story 
of Bryan Stevenson, a young lawyer who founded the 
Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to de‐
fending those most desperate and in need: the poor, 
the wrongly condemned, and women and children 
trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice 
system. 

As we prepare to enter Purim, our topsy‐
turvy holiday, I am aware that we sometimes 
find ourselves in a topsy‐turvy world as well. 
My hope for us is that the joy and energy we 
generate in the lightness of our Purim festivi‐
ties serve as an antidote to feelings of hope‐
lessness that may arise as we face our 
difficult world. May our Purim festival also be 
one that reinforces the message that even 
the smallest of actions that we take in the 

face of oppression can make a difference. Wishing all a Hag 
Purim Sameach ‐ a joyous, transformative Purim celebration. 
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Rabbi Linda Potemken In addition to enjoying a special evening together we hope to 
engage a larger number of BI members in the work of an‐
tiracism and to broaden our efforts with the help of your per‐
spective and ideas.   This work is deeply connected to our Jewish 
narrative and to Beth Israel’s mission.    It is timely with respect 
to BI’s work and to the Jewish calendar. 
 
March is a month of change. As we move from winter to spring, 
we also move from the Hebrew month of Adar to the Hebrew 
month of Nissan – the harbinger of Pesach.  We will spend part 
of this month preparing for Pesach and for the seders that we 
will host or attend. At those seders we will focus on one of our 3 
defining Jewish narratives – that of moving from slavery to free‐
dom, the story that we know from the book of Exodus and from 
the Haggadah. With that telling comes the imperative to know 
the pain of the oppressed and to work toward freedom and eq‐
uity. We are called to open our eyes, minds and hearts to the in‐
justices around us. We are called to participate in the work of 
liberation. As Americans and as Jews, antiracism is at the heart 
of that calling. 

Rabbi Nathan Martin Rabbis’ Note 

Rabbi’s Message
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How to Reach our Rabbis
By phone:  (610) 566‐4645, choose option 1 if Diane does not answer.  A voice message left for either Rabbi will reach them quickly.  
 
By e‐mail:     Rabbi Linda:  ravltp@bethisraelmedia.org Rabbi Nathan: rabbinathan@bethisraelmedia.org 
 
Not sure who’s ‘on’ this weekend?  Check the calendar, easily available at bethisraelmedia.org and on the penultimate page of this Israe‐
light.  Also, each rabbi's e‐mail account responds with a message indicating which rabbi is 'on.' 
 
In cases of a real emergency... 
Senior Rabbi Linda’s and Associate Rabbi Nathan’s home phone numbers can be found in the Member’s Area of our website under How 
to Reach Our Rabbis and in our Directory.  

The Rabbinic Liaison Committee exists in most Reconstructionist communities to ensure the maintenance of a good  
working relationship between the rabbis and the congregation. While congregants are always welcome and encouraged to discuss ques‐
tions or concerns directly with Rabbi Linda or Rabbi Nathan , they may at times feel more comfortable talking to the Rabbinic Liaison 
committee. Issues raised by congregants are discussed confidentially and, when appropriate, are shared with a  Rabbi in a constructive 
manner. To discuss a question or concern with a lay member of the committee please feel free to  contact:  Julian Yates (jyates@udel.edu) 
Deb Erie (debjoerie@gmail.com), Emily Levine (emily@emilysquireslevine.com), or Linda Cohen  (lhc@comcast.net).  

Our Community

Sustainability Corner  Friends, a quick update on Beth Israel's sustainability work: 

‐ The final touches of our solar project were completed last month with the completion of the metering system that will 
help us measure our solar production. Mazel Tov again to BI's solar team for getting us to this moment! 
 
‐ Beth Israel applied for a grant from the Whole Kids Foundation that will hopefully support our continued gardening work! 
 
‐ And, recently, BI joined other synagogues and Jewish organizations around the country to be part of the Jewish Climate 
Leadership Coalition! We are looking forward to participating in this larger movement to work toward the health of our 
planet. 
 
If you are interested in being a part of our sustainability work at BI ‐ feel free to send Rabbi Nathan a note and he can con‐
nect you to opportunities!  (rabbinathan@bethisraelmedia.org) 

http://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/
https://hazon.org/commit-to-change/jewish-climate-leadership-coalition/
https://hazon.org/commit-to-change/jewish-climate-leadership-coalition/
https://hazon.org/commit-to-change/jewish-climate-leadership-coalition/
http://rabbinathan@bethisraelmedia.org
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Dear Beth Israel Community,  
It’s almost Purim time ‐ chag sameach! Thank you in advance to all those who are contributing to this 
year’s festivities. I learned that Purim literally means “lots” ‐ as in “drawing lots” ‐ because of the fact that 
Haman’s plan to kill the Jews of Persia was left to random chance, by drawing lots for an actual date. The 
cruelty, so arbitrary, is shocking. Indeed, all bigotry can seem arbitrary in its meaninglessness, its sense‐
lessness. I offer to you that this Purim, in addition to being a time for revelry and subversion, can be a 
chance to look at where in our own lives we have arbitrarily decided who is one of “us” and who is one of 
“them.” Perhaps by engaging our minds and hearts in undoing these arbitrary definitions, we can catch 
bigotry before it starts.      Shalom   Emma Lefkowitz

Board of Directors
President’s Messages:

EMMA LEFKOWITZ

 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President 
     Emma Lefkowitz 
Executive VP 
   Mark Rosenberg 
 VP, Finance   
    Larrye Loss 
 VP, Communications  
      & Community     
     Steve Plotkin     

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Membership         Jackie Gelman, Dina Jacobs 
Hebrew School Education     Lisa Blaskey deCamp, Natalyia Zhukovskaya 
Religious Practice          Larry Hamermesh 
Social Action          John Greenstine, Louis Friedler 
Adult Education          Marion Hamermesh, Rich Remenick ___ 
Facilities Co‐ordinators          Elaine Feldman, Ron Romoff 
Immediate Past President:  Lynn Cashell  
Council of Past Presidents:  Steve Platt 
MEMBERS AT LARGE:         Sea Amundsen, Jeff Golan, Randi Raskin Nash, 

                  Jessie Reagen Mann, Jonathan Washington

BI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

As usual, check your  email for more information and for zoom links.

 FINANCIAL HARDSHIP?   For those of you who may need some assistance for your small business or other financial 
 issues that have arisen from the pandemic, consider consulting the following resources:  The Hebrew Free Loan Society 
of Philadelphia:   https://hflphilly.org/   Grants, loans, other resources: jewishtogether.org  run by the Jewish Federations 
of North America. 

The BI Cemetery Committee   by Marilyn Drukin.    The BI Cemetery Committee met on January 11 with Larry 
Moskowitz, manager of Har Jehuda Cemetery, where Beth Israel has a dedicated section. We felt the meeting was pro‐
ductive, positive and helped us understand and move forward in dealing with the problems Har Jehuda has been experi‐
encing. Larry told us there is now a committee of volunteers who come to the cemetery bi‐monthly to assist in caring for 
the Beth Israel and adjacent sections. Very specific issues were discussed pertaining to our contractual agreement, in‐
cluding promoting the sale of Cemetery plots, promoting the sale of pre planning costs, having access to and selling 
smaller plots for cremains burial, and the physical condition of Har Jehuda and especially Beth Israel’s dedicated section. 
The attendees, including Joyce Romoff, Linda Cohen, Amy Strauss and me (Randi Raskin Nash was unable to join us), felt 
very positive about the meeting and felt that all of our goals were discussed. Brochures will be placed in the synagogue as 
soon as we receive them with answers to questions, and the members of the committee are available to respond to addi‐
tional questions you might have.

 https://hflphilly.org/
http://jewishtogether.org
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ARTWORK TO BE DISPLAYED ‐  

One more reason to come to Purim at BI 
 

The artwork of Elizabeth Stone will be displayed 
and sold online and at BI's Purim celebration as a 
fundraiser for Beth Israel's antiracism work.    
Elizabeth Stone was the mother of BI's Bob Stone. 
When Bob passed away in September he left a 
house filled with her paintings. His wish was to sell 
it and thereby share it with our community and 
also support Beth Israel with the proceeds of the 
sales.  Watch your email for more information and 
come to BI's Purim festivities to see it in person.  

Antiracism & Tikkun Olam (world repair) come in many forms.  Come, learn, and join with others to find out how we can 
make a difference. 
  

ARCC Presents or Supports the Following Events 

 
FUSE PRESENTS  Monday March 13th  at  7:00 on zoom 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89156881931?pwd=VkNBMCtOWFdrYkdxVEp2ZjlZWFlydz09 
Meeting ID: 891 5688 1931; Passcode: 997058 
Featuring Toni Truehart from Entrepreneur Works   Making A Change Group 
Join the diverse interfaith community across Delco to learn about the important work going on in the Chester Community   
Look for an in person FUSE event in the Spring.   For more information on FUSE contact Rabbi Linda 
 
At a time when governors and legislators want to prevent us from learning about Black history,  
BI is taking the lead to expose “hard history.” 
 

March 25 7:30 pm  JUST MERCY followed by a discussion in the sanctuary. 
(With the Social Action Committee) 
  
April 28 7:30 pm at Friday night services in the BI sanctuary  
John Alston, Founding Director of the Chester Children's Chorus,  
will speak on “History, Race and Genes in Chester” 

 
 
ANTIRACISM MODULE (check your email for module) 
March 29 7:30 Zoom conversation on Deconstructing Racism  
(With the Adult Education Committee) 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89156881931?pwd=VkNBMCtOWFdrYkdxVEp2ZjlZWFlydz09
https://www.swarthmore.edu/profile/john-alston
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This year, we will use traditional & contemporary commentary to study the Parshat 
HaShavua (portion of the week) with an accent on learning how Jews learn.  
Inspired by John Dewey who wrote:  Perhaps the greatest of all pedagogical fallacies... 
is the notion that a person learns only the particular thing he is studying at the time, 
this year’s Torah Treks teachers have been asked to be transparent about the styles 
of Jewish text study they are offering because these different ways of engaging with 
a text are central to who we are as Jews. 

TORAH TREKS:TORAH TREKS:  

HineniHineni

March 18        Parshat Va-yakhel- Pekudei R. Ilyse Kramer 
 

Adult Education

Please check your email for the modules that are delivered to your inbox.   
Each module includes a Jewish text, an antiracism resource and several 
questions to contemplate.  The material is sent for you to explore at your 
convenience.  The community will then gather on zoom for a discussion of 
the module, 7-9 days after you first receive it.   
 

Wednesday March 29  7:30  with Rabbi Linda and Julie Mayer   
A discussion of Baratunde Thurston's Ted Talk  How to Deconstruct Racism, One Headline at a Time 

 

ANTIRACISM DISCUSSIONS THE EXPLORATIONS CONTINUE  

Journey Through Judaism –  Once a month at 7:30 on Zoom  
with Aya Baron  March 15  Preparing For Pesach 

 
Monthly through May 2023,  in the sanctuary, on Shabbat mornings at 11:00, 
 following an abbreviated service.  

Tuesdays February March 28 28  7:30 pm 
 
Metaphors For God,  with Rabbi Linda 
A study of God Is Here:  Reimagining the Divine by Rabbi Toba Spitzer  
Tuesday nights at 7:30 on Zoom:  
     This class is for participants who will commit to reading the assigned chapters 
     before each class and attending a majority of the sessions.  
     This class is open to all who participated in December and all who are interested in joining    
     as we open for 3 more sessions 
 
Books may be purchased through Beth Israel. (& are available as e-books on Kobo & Kindle)

See page 7 for learnings with the Richards -  
Rabbi Hirsh and Remenick 

MUSSAR with Rabbi Linda 
Thursday March 16th at 11:30 on zoom 
This is a closed group 
If you're interested in exploring this please contact Rabbi Linda



March  2023 
  ADAR/Nissan 5783

7 Volume 46  No. 6 Adult Education

In The Autobiography of Solomon Maimon (1793), Maimon portrays a master of a Jewish school: “in a dirty blouse, 
sitting on the table” holding between his knees a bowl ”in which he grinds tobacco into snuff with a huge pestle 
like the club of Hercules, while at the same time he wields his authority”. Dry, unintelligible, and far-fetched ques-
tions (such as whether a louse or a flea may be killed on the Sabbath) are discussed with the “highest efforts of in-
tellectual power”. All of this was foisted on children starving because the master and his staff kept most of the 
community’s food donations for themselves. 
 
Maimon, who received a traditional Talmudic education and even became a rabbi, was so disgusted by this that he 
resolved to acquire a modern, secular education in Germany. Eventually he wound up stranded between the world 
he’d left behind and the world to which he had fled, at home in neither. He even tried to resolve this conflict by 
converting to Christianity, but, in the end, he could not convince himself or a Christian pastor that his intentions 
were completely honest. His last words to the pastor were, “I must…remain what I am – a stiff-necked Jew. My re-
ligion enjoins me to believe nothing, but to think the truth and to practice goodness.” Perhaps there is no better 
description of what modern Jewish education could be. 

Awe and Intimacy in Jewish Tradition 
Learning  on ZOOM with Rabbi Richard Hirsh 

March, 7, 14, 21 at 7:30  
 
Jewish tradition embraces a continuum of experience, from the internal and intimate to the external and overpowering. 
While these have often been presented as oppositional (example: the "cathedral synagogue" vs. the living-room havura), they 
can also be approached as complementary. 
 
We will explore the dynamics of awe and intimacy in Jewish ritual and liturgical practice; in Jewish spiritual tradition, including 
conceptions of God; and in the realm of Jewish moral-ethical imperatives, with attention to the collective demands of the 
prophets and the interior cultivation of the mussar tradition. 
 

From the Pen of Richard Remenick
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’
wish WeJew Wiisdom for

Life’ss Great Question
A L E A R N

Gather for a new kind of 
conversation – one where 
we answer life’s toughest 
questions. Over the course 
of ten sessions, you will 
investigate the big issues of 
today with local clergy and 
your cohort. 

Open to all, this course is designed 
for young professionals, interfaith 
couples, those raising Jewish 
children spiritual seekers

  

  

 

 

 

ns
N I N G C I R C L E

  

  

 

 

 

-

children, spiritual seekers, 
individuals considering conversion, 
and anyone curious about Judaism.

VIRTUAL - This 

Thursdays from 6

  

  

 

 

 -

program will be completely virtual

6:00 p m - 7:00 p m

  

  

 

 

 

ningcircle

  

  

 

 

 Thursdays from 6
January 26; Febr

$36 for the serie

  

  

 

 

 -6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
uary 2, 9, 16, 23; March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

n Beth Israel of Media  •  Congregation Ohev Shalom
esley Enhanced Living - Main Line 

wishphillyes – sign up at je y..org/learn

  

  

 

 

 

ah  •  Tom T
er T

ACILITFA TAATTORS FROM:
Congregation Beth El – N Taamid  •  Congregation
Mek Toor Teemple Sholom in Broomall  •  We

Delaware County Kehillah
Center City Kehillah

with R Linda, R Nathan, & R Helen



Hebrew School

The Hebrew School is collecting shoes!    Not sure what to do with those extra shoes in your house? We are collecting all 
shoes with a sole. Nothing torn or with holes. Sneakers, loafers, heels, dress shoes, slippers with a sole, sandals, flip flops, 
crocs, etc.  Not only will this keep them out of landfills, but the organization then cleans them and sends them to micro‐en‐
trepreneurs in developing countries to provide them with inventory to sell to make a living wage for themselves and their 
families. We think this is a great way to raise money for our kids and help you clean out your closet!  
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Please be sure to let the Rabbis know when you or someone  in the congregation is in need of a blessing for healing.  
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*after a name indicates that there is a plaque. Yahrzeit begins at sundown the evening before the date shown.

Yahrzeits 
Mourner Remembering Relationship Yahrzeit 2023 Yahrzeit 5783

Nathaniel Ruby Max Ruby Brother March 01 8 Adar
Susannah Ruby Max Ruby Brother March 01 8 Adar

Victoria Ruby Max Ruby Brother March 01 8 Adar
Beth Ruby Max Ruby Son March 01 8 Adar

Samuel Ruby Max Ruby Son March 01 8 Adar
Jane Laffend Sylvia Laffend* Mother‐in‐law March 01 8 Adar 
Lynn Cashell Edward Schwartz* Father March 01 8 Adar 

Jackie Gelman JoAnn Slate Mother March 03 10 Adar 
David Cashell David Naylor Brother March 05 12 Adar
Amy Strauss Eleanor Strauss Mother March 05 12 Adar

Richard Strauss Eleanor Strauss Wife March 05 12 Adar
Cameron Vanore Charles Wilson (Lob) McNeely Grandfather March 05 12 Adar
Katherine Sibley Bill Sibley Father March 06 13 Adar

Natalie Finkelman Bennett Sarah Finkelman Grandmother March 06 13 Adar 
Helene Gumerman Rose S. Abrams Mother March 07 14 Adar

Deborah Erie Herbert Drill Brother‐in‐law March 08 15 Adar
Me'ira Pitkapaasi Wilma Pitkapaasi Mother‐in‐law March 10 17 Adar

Eve Biskind Klothen Saul S. Biskind Father March 10 17 Adar 
Jennifer Lenway Jonathan Raz* Husband March 10 17 Adar 

Nancy Handwerger Jacob M. Bluestone Father March 11 18 Adar
Sharon Kleban Jacob M. Bluestone Grandfather March 11 18 Adar
Arnie Schwartz Gertrude Silverstein Aunt March 12 19 Adar
Louis Friedler Mary Friedler Mother March 12 19 Adar

Daniela Eskenazi Ismail Sammy" Rabinovic" Uncle March 12 19 Adar
Eve Biskind Klothen Betsy Ackerman Grandmother March 12 19 Adar 
Randi Raskin Nash Mac Tausher Great Uncle March 12 19 Adar 

Ronald Romoff Nathan Romoff* Father March 17 24 Adar 
Jeffrey Golan Harold Golan Father March 17 24 Adar 
James Wilson James Wilson Father March 17 24 Adar 

Sharon Kleban June Kleban Mother‐in‐law March 18 25 Adar
Eve Biskind Klothen Julie M. Schwartz friend March 18 25 Adar 

Rissa Sklar Jeanett Kaplan Teitlebaum* Mother March 19 26 Adar 
Jennifer Waterston Syma Kaufman Grandmother March 22 29 Adar 

Carol Briselli Iso Briselli Father in law March 22 29 Adar 
David Markman Martin Markman* Father March 23 1 Nisan

Laura Lee Blechner Leslie Ferentz Grandfather March 24 2 Nisan
Lauri Mansky Lois Goodman* Mother March 28 6 Nisan

Michael Lefkowitz Sheldon Lefkowitz Father March 28 6 Nisan
Richard Block Helyn Block Mother March 29 7 Nisan

REFUAH SHLEIMAH  There are many in the BI family in need of healing. Our blessings go out to everyone in need 
 of refuah ‐ healing of body and/or healing of spirit. Join us at Shabbat or weekday services where we pray for healing.
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General Fund 
Judy Kinman in memory of Ann Green. 
Judy Kinman in memory of Klare Eskenazi, mother of Vitali, mother‐in‐law of Daniela, grandmother of Carolyn. 
Elena Cohen & Steve Ritz in memory of Jean Spiro Blum, beloved mother of Steven Blum. 
 
Social Action Fund 
Rosie Binder for the Babies Drive. 
Liliya A. Yatsunyk for the Babies Drive. 
Laura Lee Blechner & Chris Pragman for the Babies Drive.  
Diane Longenecker for the Babies Drive. 
Anne & Scott Mondell 
Christopher Vondrach in memory of Dr. Robert Stone. 
Judi Davidson Wolf & Allen Wolf in honor of the birth of our granddaughter, Miriam Kathryn Brooke Battaglia. 
 
Hebrew School Fund 
Kevin & Randi Raskin Nash in memory of Noah Arnold, beloved son, brother, brother‐in‐law, and friend. May his memory 
always be for a blessing. Love, Randi, Kevin, and Elan. 
Mark Blaskey in honor of Maya’s Bat Mitzvah. 
Bonnie Raskin  and Jama Purser in loving memory of Myrtle Nash, beloved mother of Kevin Nash, beloved mother in‐law 
of Randi Raskin Nash, and beloved grandmother of Elan Nash. 
Alisa Herman‐Liu in memory of Myrtle Nash 
Neal Gorman in memory of Myrtle Nash 
 
Rabbis’ Discretionary Fund 
Elaine & Jonathan Rapkin ‐ with sincere appreciation to R. Nathan and Congregation Beth Israel for the kindness shown to 
us at this very sad time in our lives. 
Edward Schacht in honor of Rabbi Nathan Martin for making the Spring 2022 group trip to Israel so memorable! 
Barbara Drebing & Neil Kauffman  
Randi Raskin Nash,  Kevin Nash and Elan Nash In Honor of Rabbi Linda, for a beautiful and meaningful memorial service 
for our beloved mother, mother‐in‐law, and grandma Myrtle. 
Kimberly Dumoff  
 
Golden Book Fund 
Penny & Sheldon Bernick in memory of Ann Green,  
Steven Arnold & Reisa Mukamal in memory of Klara Eskenazi. 
 
Endowment Fund 
Anne & Scott Mondell 
Linda Cohen in memory of my dear friend and doppelganger, Ann Green.  
Mark Blaskey in honor of Maya’s Bat Mitzvah. 
Steven Arnold & Reisa Mukamal in memory of Myrtle Nash. May you continue to be blessed & sustained by her example,. 
Steven Arnold & Reisa Mukamal in memory of Michele Slotnick, beloved sister of Kim Dumoff, sister‐in‐law of Michael 
Lefkowitz and Sam Krakow, and aunt of Josh, Sarah, and Benjamin Krakow. May her memory be for a blessing. 

Donations  
January  

Thank You! 

DID YOU KNOW... if you're going to make a contribution by check to a restricted fund, like the Rabbi's Discretionary or Social Action Funds, 
that it's better for you (and for us), if you make your check payable to "Congregation Beth Israel of Media." You can always note any special 
purpose for the contribution in the memo line of your check. Why? "Congregation Beth Israel" is the correct payee. Also, by noting the spe‐
cial purpose, if any, on your check, we can make absolutely certain that your donation is directed to the appropriate fund, your account is 
properly credited, and your end‐of‐year tax letter is accurate. Like you, the rabbis, administrative staff, directors and officers of BI are ab‐
solutely committed to making certain your donation is put to its intended purpose. Please help us help you to make certain that happens. 
Thank you.

Your generous support not only enables Beth Israel to provide a robust variety of programs that foster the spiritual needs of our commu‐
nity, your support also  enhances our ability to bring about tikkun olam through our social action initiatives. Your generosity is appreciated 
now more than ever. Please consider honoring a friend or a loved one through a contribution to any of our designated funds.
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Tutoring the children of the Chester Eastside Inc. Tutoring by BI members, led by Louis Friedler, continues with new and 
continuing leadership at CEI. We have about 12  BI members (or friends of BI members) currently coaching in CEI’s Out of 
School Time Program this semester.  
 
SAC is partnering with the Anti‐Racism Coordinating Committee to stage a movie night on March 25th. John Greenstine has 
licensed the movie “Just Mercy” for the screening.  
 
SAC heard from Stephanie Sera, the founder of “Breaking Bread Community Homeless Shelter” about her efforts to estab‐
lish and expand the new shelter near 69th Street in Upper Darby. The committee will take up a discussion about supporting 
the shelter with meals and other activities.  
 
The committee is working with Rabbi Nathan on a Mitzvah Day activity in April, focused on putting together “must have” 
packages of personal toiletries for recent immigrants aided by HIASPA. The HS children and the rest of the congregation 
will be invited to help assemble the bags.  
 
On Monday, January 30, our community cooked and baked an amazing array of food for the Life Center's food service. 
Thank you to Reisa Mukamal, John Greenstine, Rabbi Helen, Linda Cohen, Jane Laffend, Elaine Feldman, Amy Strauss, 
Leslie Stein, Carol Briselli, Deb Erie, Jessie Mann, Lydia Kendis, Judy Kinman, Mark Rosenberg, Elaine Wasekenas, Katie Sib‐
ley, Marilyn Verbits, Harry Chen, Kathy Fink and the Nash Family for many delicious pies. The staff at the center was incredi‐
bly grateful, sharing that they had very little food in their kitchen, so our generosity was appreciated. We also delivered 
toiletries and household cleaners, items that are always welcomed.  

Please remember to donate personal care items and toiletries for the homeless shelters and the Community Action Agency. 
The collection box is on the main floor, under the coat rack. Thank you 

Operation Gratitude,  
The mission of Operation Gratitude to honor the service of our Military and First Responders by creating opportunities to 
express gratitude. Check out the website  OperationGratitude.com  or contact Lynn Cashell (lynncashell@gmail.com 
 

The committee packed and delivered our first batch 
of bags of essential items for new mothers and babies 
to the ChesPenn clinic in Chester. With participation 
by several congregants of our partners at Ohev 
Shalom, a team of SAC members packed the first 96 
bags for the mothers cared for at ChesPenn, and delivered them on February 10 to enthusiastic doctors and staff at the 
clinic.  Our partners at Congregation Beth El‐Ner Tamid will put together and deliver their contributions in March. With 
these bags and our remaining cash donations we hope to reach our stretch goal of 150 bags. We also applied for a  grant 
from the Foundation for Delaware County, with the goal of supplying baby items for many more mothers, including those 
cared for at the ChesPenn clinic in Upper Darby. We anticipate completing the annual project in April‐May. Until then, 
donors are still able to add funds at the BI donation website. 
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Please be sure to support our advertisers 
and let them know that you learned about 
them from The Israelight

 
GROCERY CARDS ARE IN STOCK AT BETH ISRAEL — YES! I 
shop at Acme or Giant and I’m happy to purchase gift cards 
through BI! (for every card purchased, BI receives $5 ‐ it adds 
up and makes a difference!) Let Mikayla know if you’d like to 
purchas some. Phone 610‐566‐4645 or send her  an email: 
mikayla.losanowych@bethisraelmedia.org

Come dance!  Israeli Dancing at BI taught by Andi and Sharon!   March 14, 7:00 ‐ 8:30pm        
We will meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month  from 7:00 to 8:30 in the sanctuary.  
Ring and enter at the main entrance or phone Sharon. (RSVP to SharonLKleban@gmail.com; she will send  her cell number) 

No partner or experience is needed. The evening will include both beginner/liturgical dances and intermedi‐
ate/ modern dances. Wear comfortable clothes and shoes and bring your own water bottle. You may 
bring your own smile or one will be provided for you :)  

Contact Andi at andiwallach@gmail.com or Sharon at sharonlkleban@gmail.com for 
 more information. 
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Congregation Beth Israel of Media 
A Reconstructionist Jewish Community 
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The Israelight is published on the first of each  
secular month. All submissions must be received by the 
editor by the 15th  of the preceding month to guaran‐
tee inclusion. Articles may be submitted by mail to the 
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 Israelight@bethisraelmedia.org
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BE HAPPY  
ADAR IS HERE!


