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Thursday March 17  8:30 a.m. 
Spiritual Practice  
AND 
Reading from the Megillah  
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Megillah Reading & Purim Shpiel 

In person!(Limited to 75 people) Register ***.  
Or be on Zoom %%%. 

5782 CELEBRATE PURIM 2022 

RECEIVE Your Mishloah Manot
GIVE nutritious food for the food bank ***   https://www.bethisraelmedia.org/event/purim‐

celebration‐service‐with‐r.‐linda‐and‐r.‐nathan.html 
 
%%% https://zoom.us/j/93142478231?pwd=YlZZck‐
luNDU5cGwxeHBVNUhseXV5QT09 
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Judaism teaches us to practice gratitude so that 
it becomes something that we experience with 
every single breath. I'm writing this note in be‐
tween the occurrence of two events that fill my 
heart with gratitude. Our beautiful Beth Israel 
community marked my 25th anniversary with a 
tribute book, presented to me in December. I 
am still savoring your words, your kindness, the 
whiff of your spirit that came through in each 
contribution.  

 
As I write this note, I am anticipating the planned Feb 25/26 week‐
end that will also mark this anniversary. Given the oddness of the 
last two years, courtesy of COVID, it is difficult to imagine this cele‐
bration. Still, as I anticipate this weekend, I am filled with awe at 
the generosity and thoughtfulness of a community that has the 
heart to mark this moment despite the challenges that we have all 
faced.   
 
It is such a strange time in our country and in our world. There is so 
much uncertainty and yet this I know. We will do our best to come 
together to share Torah and to bring about tikkun nefesh (healing 
of spirit) and tikkun olam (healing of the world). It is an honor to do 
this sacred work with all of you. May we all go from strength to 
strength. Thank you all so much. 
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Hidden and Revealed 
 
I look back fondly to our last in‐person 
celebration of Purim in March, 2020, 
right before we shifted gears as a com‐
munity because of the pandemic. It 
seems like, rather than Purim being the 
topsy‐turvy holiday, the world became 
topsy‐turvy instead. 
 
 

This year we are hoping, albeit with many safety precau‐
tions, to have some in‐person celebration. As a prelude to 
our communal celebration I wanted to share a brief bit of 
Purim Torah to welcome in the month. 
 
The book of Esther, our own Hebrew fairy tale, involves a 
princess saving her people from destruction. It is interest‐
ing to note that the name of God is not mentioned in the 
story. How can a book of the Jewish canon, the Tanakh, 
and one that we base a whole rabbinic festival around, not 
mention the Divine name?  
 
This invites closer investigation. The name Esther itself 
hints at the divine. Some say that Esther is the Hebrew 
version of the Persian goddess Ishtar, the goddess of war 
and sexual love, two clear themes in the Purim story. 
 
But I particularly like the interpretation that connects Es‐
ther to the Hebrew word “nistar” meaning “hidden.” The 
name Esther is pointing to the fact that while God’s name 
may be hidden, God's imprint and influence is deeply felt 
throughout the story. Or, to put it in more Reconstruction‐
ist terminology, God acts as a force for salvation through 
the courageous actions of Esther.  
 
Rabbi Art Green, in his collaborative Torah commentary 
with Eben Leder touches on this notion of hiddenness with 
Esther when he translated the teaching of the Hasidic 
master, Rabbi Levi Yitzhaq of Berditchev:  
 

....There are two types of miracles, the revealed and the 
hidden. A revealed miracle is like the splitting of the Red 
Sea and the Exodus where it is clear to all that nature is 
transformed. And then there are hidden miracles. A hidden 
miracle is the sort that took place for Mordecai and Esther, 
in which the forces of nature went on undisturbed; the 
miraculous took place within the realm of nature. Our 
teacher the holy lamp R. Dov Baer taught that she was 
named Esther because of hester ("hiddenness"), the hiding 
of the miracle within nature… [Arthur Green, Speaking 
Torah: Spiritual Teachings from Around the Maggid’s Table, 
Purim Teaching, Vol 2. P. 205) 
 

While we have clearly had to contend with much darkness 
since the beginning of the pandemic two years ago at this 

time, I believe that we have also been able to experience many hid‐
den miracles as well like our ancestors Esther and Mordechai. We 
have witnessed the selflessness of many on the front lines who put 
their lives at risk to help others. We have seen our medical estab‐
lishment at work to develop vaccines and seek to keep people safe. 
And we have seen the way that many persevered to stay con‐
nected through isolation. All of these efforts can be understood as 
a kind of hiding of the miracle in plain sight. 
 
In the same teaching translated by R. Arthur Green, R. Levi Yitzhaq 
also connects the word for the scroll that we read, “megillah,” to a 
very similar sounding word “megaleh” (meaning he reveals). Levi 
Yitzhaq teaches that “God was revealed to be present in the natu‐
ral world” and was able to defeat the evil of Haman. So rather than 
calling our story “the Book of Esther,” we could rename it “The re‐
vealing of God’s hiddenness.” Our ancestors' willingness to face the 
unknown challenges of their time, while holding onto their faith, 
renewed their connection to God which they document in the book 
of revealing. This also points to our need to continue to hold out 
faith and optimism that we can continue to draw upon divine inspi‐
ration to move ourselves in the direction of liberation and whole‐
ness, in spite of the challenges and darkness in the world today.  
 
So as we frolic and celebrate this coming Purim — which I hope we 
do a lot of — may we also remember that God is celebrating right 
along with us, perhaps hidden but peeking out from the pages of 
our fairy tale, urging us to draw strength, faith, and energy from 
our celebration to confront any darkness ahead.

Rabbi Nathan Martin

 Rabbi’s  Note 

Rabbi’s Message

 Rabbi Linda Potemken
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How to Reach our Rabbis
By phone:  (610) 566‐4645, choose option 1 if Diane does not answer.  A voice message left for either Rabbi will reach them quickly.  
 
By e‐mail:     Rabbi Linda:  ravltp@bethisraelmedia.org Rabbi Nathan: rabbinathan@bethisraelmedia.org 
 
Not sure who’s ‘on’ this weekend?  Check the calendar, easily available at bethisraelmedia.org and on the penultimate page of this Israe‐
light.  Also, each rabbi's e‐mail account responds with a message indicating which rabbi is 'on.' 
 
In cases of a real emergency... 
Senior Rabbi Linda’s and Associate Rabbi Nathan’s home phone numbers can be found in the Member’s Area of our website under How 
to Reach Our Rabbis and in our Directory.  

The Rabbinic Liaison Committee exists in most Reconstructionist communities to ensure the maintenance of a good  
working relationship between the rabbis and the congregation. While congregants are always welcome and encouraged to discuss ques‐
tions or concerns directly with Rabbi Linda or Rabbi Nathan , they may at times feel more comfortable talking to the Rabbinic Liaison 
committee. Issues raised by congregants are discussed confidentially and, when appropriate, are shared with a  Rabbi in a constructive 
manner. To discuss a question or concern with a lay member of the committee please feel free to  contact:  Julian Yates (jyates@udel.edu) 
Deb Erie (debjoerie@gmail.com), Emily Levine (emily@emilysquireslevine.com), or Linda Cohen  (lhc@comcast.net).  

Congregation News

SAVE THE DATE:  FUSE GATHERS IN PERSON  
           SUNDAY APRIL 24TH   2PM 

              RE‐MEMBERING FUSE 
                 A gathering and exploration of the City of Chester with our brothers and sisters of FUSE 

BI's Solar and Sustainability Update! 
Dear BI Friends. First a solar update. The good news is that the contract with Solar 

States has been signed as our solar array project continues to move forward. Our 
new LLC for the project, 18 Rays, has been incorporated. And as we wait for some 

approvals and permitting for the project we are doing some basic roof repair 
work to prepare for the installation. We are grateful to our Solar committee for 

all their hard work in bringing us to this point. 
 
Additionally, we are actively exploring other sustainability efforts at Beth Israel. 

There is interest in creating a food garden on site where we could use the food for 
our BI celebrations and also donate some of the produce to local food banks. We are 

looking for volunteers who would want to be involved in this opportunity to help make sure 
that we are appropriately tending our garden. If you would like to be part of the garden project 

please contact Rabbi Nathan (rabbinathan@bethisraelmedia.org). 
 
Finally, we are also open to your ideas and energy. If you would like help build out our "Green team" at BI and have other 
specific ideas of projects you would like to be involved in, please be in touch with Rabbi Nathan. 
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Dear Beth Israel Community, 
 
We are excited to announce the launch of a new Capital Campaign at Congregation Beth Israel! This 
Campaign will have ambitious goals and staggered deadlines, and it not only will pay for major repairs and 
renovations but also for modernizing Beth Israel in the next several years. In order to have a well‐running 
synagogue and have all of our wonderful programs, we need a safe and secure building and we need to be 
able to pay all our bills and we need all three sources of money: dues, the endowment and the capital fund. 
 
We need a capital fund both for big, unexpected needs and to improve our physical plant. At this time, we 
face one such big, unexpected need, which came to light this fall: the significant restructuring of the un‐

derground plumbing system from the “green house”, which is expensive! In addition, we have several planned capital im‐
provements on the docket: new computers and software updates, a loan to the solar panels project for the roof, a 
renovation of the aging portico and a brand new roadside sign. We have the funds to get these projects going ‐ but they will 
quickly drain the remainder of our capital funds. The last capital campaign was twenty years ago. As you can see, the time 
has come to look to our financial stability. 
 
Our goal is $75,000, to be raised in installments over the course of three fiscal years. This means that we aim to meet this 
goal by June 30 in the year 2024. We are asking you to commit to participating in each of the three years, in installments. 
This is not an assessment ‐ this is a fund drive ‐ but we count on everyone’s participation to make this work.  
  
Please go to https://www.bethisraelmedia.org/form/capcampform2022 to read more and to make your commitment!  
 
Thank you so much! 
 

Board of Directors
President’s Messages:

EMMA LEFKOWITZ

 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President 
     Emma Lefkowitz 
Executive VP 
   Mark Rosenberg 
 VP, Finance   
    Steve Goldfield  
 VP, Communications  
      & Community     
     Steve Plotkin     

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Membership          Jackie Gelman, Dina Jacobs 
Hebrew School Education   Lisa Blaskey DeCamp, Moriah Gornstein 
Religious Practice          Larry Hamermesh 
Social Action          John Greenstine, Louis Friedler 
Adult Education          Marion Hamermesh, Rich Remenick ___ 
Facilities Coordinators         Ron Romoff, Elaine Feldman 
Immediate Past President:  Lynn Cashell  
Council of Past Presidents:  Deb Wile 
MEMBERS AT LARGE:          Kim Dumoff, Steve Friedman, Larrye Loss 

         Jessie Reagen Mann, Randi Raskin Nash

BI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

As usual, check your  email for more information and for zoom links.

 FINANCIAL HARDSHIP?   For those of you who may need some assistance for your small business or other financial is‐
sues that have arisen from the pandemic, consider consulting the following resources:  The Hebrew Free Loan Society of 
Philadelphia:   https://hflphilly.org/   Grants, loans, other resources: jewishtogether.org  run by the Jewish Federations of 
North America. 

 https://www.bethisraelmedia.org/form/capcampform2022
 https://hflphilly.org/
http://jewishtogether.org
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Spotlight on:  Strategic Planning Committee (SPC) 
Another entry in our continuing column highlighting each of our committees. 

by Past President Lynn Cashell 
 
The last installment in the continuing series on our committees: 
 
The SPC is currently chaired by our Executive Vice President, Mark Rosenberg. Committee members include representa‐
tives from our Finance, Religious Practices, and Hebrew School Education committees, the Facilities Coordinator, a repre‐
sentative of the Council of Past Presidents, two non‐Board members of the Congregation, and the Rabbis.  
 
The duties of the SPC are to be responsible for developing and maintaining long range (1 ‐5 yr.) goals for the Congregation. 
Its function is to provide guidance and direction to the appropriate Committees in developing specific plans to achieve 
these goals. 
 
The SPC developed our Mission and Anchoring Themes: 
 
The Mission of Congregation Beth Israel is to: 

• Encompass the value of Reconstructionist Judaism 
• Practice the traditions of our heritage 
• Build a community for our members 
• Perpetuate education and provide an educational environment for our children and adult members 
• Apply our principles to build a better world 
 

Our Anchoring Themes are: 
• Be a center for meaningful Jewish practice and lifelong Jewish learning 
• Be prepared for our future with capital, security, marketing, financial, and fundraising plans 
• Be a thriving, inclusive, and welcoming community 
• Be a community that supports the world in which we live 
• Be a well‐run organization with administrative structures that allow the synagogue to meet its goals 

 
You are welcome to become a part of this vibrant committee. Contact Mark at  
mrosenberg14@comcast.net.  

Tax Letter Update 
 
Some of our congregants have inquired, after receiving their tax letter, “Wasn’t a portion of the cost paid for honey also a 
donation to Beth Israel?” 
 
The answer is, “YES”. 
 
According to the Social Action Committee, they sold each bottle for $13.  The fair market value of each jar is $6.00.  The 
amount you paid (exclusive of shipping and handling or any service charges ‐ i.e $13), less the fair market value could be in‐
cluded as a donation to Beth Israel. 
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Passover Second Night Community Seder 
   Saturday, April 16, 2022 Time: tba 

In person in the sanctuary*

As we get closer to the date, we will have 
more details about how we will celebrate.  
  
*We are planning to be in person, but this virus has taught us to be humble.

SAVE THE DATE! 
Mark your calendars!
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JOURNEYING THROUGH JUDAISM with Aya Baron 
March 9  7:30 The Five Mitzvot of Purim                                           
 

TORAH TREKS : The Torah of What Concerns us NOW 
Wednesdays 7:30 - 9:00 on Zoom or Saturdays 11:00 - 12:30 location TBA 
 
Wednesday March 2 7:30 - 9:00  Jewish Women's History from Antiquity to the Present with Dr. Rebecca Winer 
 
Beth Israel member Dr. Rebecca Lynn Winer, Associate Professor in the Department of History at Villanova Uni-
versity, will discuss her new edited collection Jewish Women's History from Antiquity to the Present, which is the final-
ist for the National Jewish Book Award in the category of Women's Studies this year. To learn more about the 
book please see https://www.wsupress.wayne.edu/books/detail/jewish-womens-history-antiquity-present. 
 
Rebecca will give a brief overview of the book including a tour of the contents, explain how the project came to 
be, and answer questions about the exciting field of Jewish Women’s History.  A short excerpt is available for 
those who are interested in reading it in advance, please ask marion@hamermesh.com for a copy; and please do 
not distribute this text beyond our group.  
 
The last collected volume on Jewish women and gender with this expansive scope was published in 1998. Jewish 
women's history has come so far in the past thirty years, so the co-editors decided to honor their mentor Judith 
R. Baskin, who was the editor of the original pathbreaking volume Jewish Women in Historical Perspective in 1991 
(and second edition 1998), by bringing out a new collection taking stock of cutting-edge scholarship.  

MUSSAR GROUP with Rabbi Linda 
March 15 noon   

R. Richard Hirsh will lead three sessions:  
“Others” in the Bible – Who is ”Us” and “Not Us”? 
 THURSDAYS MARCH 10, 17, 24  at 7:30 on Zoom  
https://zoom.us/j/95651495406?pwd=T25tN3pkUWJwa2xzeDA2Q2ZSenBIQT09 
   
While Israelites are the primary focus of the Hebrew Bible, a significant number of influential as well as consequen-
tial non-Israelites appear in our Jewish foundational stories. As one example, Yitro (Jethro), the father-in-law of 
Moses whose advice as an “organizational consultant” resolves an early Israelite governance problem. 
  
But as scholar Shaye J.D. Cohen notes, “Jewish identity in antiquity was elusive and uncertain”; how do we know 
“who is us”?  And as Cohen also notes, “What is it that makes us us, and them them?” How do we know what is 
authentic and indigenous  and what is borrowed or copied from other cultures? Is there an essential set of non-
negotiable criteria for Israelite identity, or a shifting set of fluid beliefs and behaviors shared loosely by those who 
self-identify as “Jews”? 
  
In the three sessions we will share, we will look at some of the significant biblical stories and rabbinic commen-
taries that center on interactions between Jews and their Significant Others in order to think more clearly about 
contemporary criteria for Jewish identity, and the challenges and opportunities of re-imagining Jewish identity in 
light of changing conditions.

https://www.wsupress.wayne.edu/books/detail/jewish-womens-history-antiquity-present
http://marion@hamermesh.com
https://zoom.us/j/95651495406?pwd=T25tN3pkUWJwa2xzeDA2Q2ZSenBIQT09
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*after a name indicates that there is a plaque. Yahrzeit begins at sundown the evening before the date shown.

Mourner Remembering Relationship Yahrzeit 2022 Yahrzeit 5782
Nathaniel Ruby Max Ruby Brother March 1 28 Adar I
Susannah Ruby Max Ruby Brother March 1 28 Adar I

Victoria Ruby Max Ruby Brother March 1 28 Adar I
Beth Ruby Max Ruby Son March 1 28 Adar I

Samuel Ruby Max Ruby Son March 1 28 Adar I
Jennifer Waterston Syma Kaufman Grandmother March 2 29 Adar I

Andrew Weiner Selma Weiner Mother March 4 1 Adar II
Randi Raskin Nash Samuel Raskin* Father March 6 3 Adar II

Lawrence Hamermesh Madeline Hamermesh Mother March 9 6 Adar II
Lynn Cashell Edward Schwartz* Father March 11 8 Adar II

Natalie Finkelman Bennett Sarah Finkelman Grandmother March 16 13 Adar II
Eve Biskind Klothen Betsy Ackerman Grandmother March 22 19 Adar II
Randi Raskin Nash Mac Tausher Great Uncle March 22 19 Adar II

Eve Biskind Klothen Julie M. Schwartz Friend March 28 25 Adar II
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General Fund 
Lynn and David Cashell in memory of Eugene Kroch 
Marilyn Drukin with best wishes to all at BI. 
Alisa and Tony Liu in memory of Eugene Kroch  
Inge Winer in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of my granddaughter, Naomi Yates. Thanks to the Rabbis and to Reisa Mukamal for 
      helping to bring Naomi to this wonderful milestone. 
Resisa Mukamal and Steven Arnold in Memory of Eugene Kroch, beloved father of Rachel, Gabriel, Daniel, and David and 
      former husband of Jean Fleschute. May his memory be for a blessing. 
 
Golden Book 
Marilyn Drukin in honor of Marion Hamermesh. MAZEL TOV, so wonderful that you have been recognized and appreciated 
      by Jewish Family Service of Delaware. We also appreciate all you do for BI!. 
 
Social Action Committee 
Marilyn Drukin 
 
Capital Campaign 
Alvin Martin in honor of his son, Rabbi Nathan 
 
Rabbis’ Discretionary Fund  
Juliet and Phil Spitzer in honor of Rabbi Linda, for her beautiful guidance and for officiating at our father's funeral.   
 
Hebrew School 
Lynn Cashell 
 
Bimas 
Sallie Holzman in memory of her mother Caryll Holzman 
 
Adult Education 
Steve Goldfield and Ellen Meriwether in honor of Marion’s tireless efforts ‐ thanks for sharing your accomplishments on 
Mazel Tov Monday (1/31/22)! 
 
Condolences 
We are sorry to share the sad news of the passing of Eugene Kroch, father of Rachel & Gabriel and David & Daniel and for‐
mer spouse of Jean Fleschute.  Eugene was a member of BI for many years and passed away on January 3rd, after a long ill‐
ness.  Please join us as we send condolences to all as they absorb this profound loss.  
 
We are sorry to share the sad news of the passing of Dr. John Spitzer, father of our former cantor, Juliet Spitzer. You can 
reach out to Cantor Juliet and her family:  julietspitzer@gmail.com or 41 Conshohocken State Road #712, Bala Cynwyd, PA  
19004.   We send our deepest condolences to Cantor Juliet, to her husband Phil Wachs and to their entire family.  
Hamakom yinahemhem otam b’tokh sh’ar aveilei ziyyon viyirushalayim. May God comfort the family among all who mourn 
in Zion, in Jerusalem, and throughout the world. 
 
Sending you blessings for healing: 
Dottie Jenkins, Ron Romoff, Andrew Kelly, Alan Fink, Deanie Heller, Jane Laffend, Lynn Kelly, Helena Landis, Geoff Horowitz 
 

Your generous support not only enables Beth Israel to provide a robust variety of programs that foster the spiritual needs of our commu‐
nity, your support also  enhances our ability to bring about tikkun olam through our social action initiatives. Your generosity is appreciated 
now more than ever. Please consider honoring a friend or a loved one through a contribution to any of our designated funds.

Please be sure to let the Rabbis know when you or someone  in the congregation is in need of a blessing for healing.  

D
t
p
c
p
s
T
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Gefilte Flicks Movie Night 
Join the Social Action Committee for its “Gefilte Flicks” movie discussion of The Farewell. BI members are invited to view 
the film ahead of time and join your friends on ZOOM for a group discussion, led by Louis Friedler on March 5th, at 
7:30PM. Louis has led discussions about this film at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute of Temple University. 
The film, The Farewell, explores the difference in values between those Chinese who have remained in China and those who 
have emigrated to the US. It has won several awards, including the actress Awkwafina’s Golden Globe for Best Actress in a 
Comedy or Musical.  The Farewell is available on Amazon Prime (as of February 12) at this link. It can also be viewed for free 
with a Delaware County library account via Kanopy.com. It can be rented on Youtube and Apple+.  
 
BI Food Drive for Purim 
The Social Action Committee will host a drive‐by food donation drive, benefiting the Media Food Bank, in concert with the 
planned distribution of Shaloch Manot bags Sunday, on March 13th from 12PM to 2PM and Monday March 14th from 5PM 
to 7PM. Ala Hamilton Day is chairing this effort. You may also drop food off at the Purim celebration on Saturday evening 
March 19.  
 
Chester Eastside Tutoring Report 
Louis Friedler, Beth Israel coordinator for CEI tutoring, reports there are 12‐13 coaches (depending on how we count) associ‐
ated with our coaching of CEI children. Ten of the twelve are BI members. The coaching is running smoothly 
 
Food Service Organized on January 31st 
On Monday, January 31, our community once again provided sustenance to the clients of the Life Center of Upper Darby. 
Since the center only continues to serve 30 clients, our members prepared pans of entrees, salads, vegetables, pasta dishes, 
and desserts always in excess of the 30 meals needed. We also provided 4 dozen hard boiled eggs and bunches of bananas. 
The expression of gratitude by the clients receiving this bounty is always appreciated and heartfelt. Our next food service 
is Monday, May 30, Memorial Day. As part of her Tikkun Olam project for her Bat Mitzvah, Rachel Gornstein will be  
co‐organizing this service with Lynn Cashell.   
 
More Bags for A Better Start for Babies 
Julie Mayer led the effort to assemble a final 12 bags of essential items for newborns and their mothers, cared for by Ches‐
Penn. This final round was subsidized by generous donors in the final days of the drive. This brings the total of bags to 72, 
well more than double last year’s inaugural effort. The pediatricians at ChesPenn report that the baby bags are a great ben‐
efit for the newborns and their families.  
 
 
 
Warm Clothing Drive  
Complete 
SAC organized a warm 
clothing drive and collected 
a carload and a half of won‐
derful items that were do‐
nated to Jewish Family and 
Children's Services. This in‐
cluded hats lovingly knitted 
and crocheted by our "Mad 
Hatters."  
 
Thank you to everyone who 
donated their items. 

https://www.amazon.com/Farewell-Awkwafina/dp/B07V6ZYC2B/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1LKUOJ43PU0J3&keywords=the+farewell+movie+2019&qid=1642015441&sprefix=the+farewell+movie%2Caps%2C63&sr=8-1
https://www.kanopy.com/
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Please be sure to support our advertisers 
and let them know that you learned about 
them from The Israelight

Exton • Newtown Square  
BenariJewelers.com

BETTER BRANDS. BETTER VALUE. 
BETTER SERVICE.
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GROCERY CARDS ARE IN STOCK AT BETH ISRAEL — YES! 
I shop at Acme or Giant and I’m happy to purchase gift 
cards through BI! (for every card purchased, BI receives $5 ‐ 
it adds up and makes a difference!) Let Diane know if you’d 
like to purchas some. Phone 610‐566‐4645 or send her  an 
email: diane_longenecker@bethisraelmedia.org

 
Please remember to donate personal care items 
and toiletries for the homeless shelters and the 
Community Action Agency.  
The collection box is on the main floor, under the 
coat rack.  Thank you.  
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BE HAPPY 
IT’S ADAR 

AGAIN!!!


