
On  the first night of Hanukkah, Sunday December 18, Beth Israel  
and our invited guests gathered to celebrate the installation of  
our new Solar Panels.  Rabbi Nathan blessed the occasion... 
 
Elohei Ha‐Ruhot, Spirit and Source of Life, we come here in humility 
and gratitude today for the opportunity to celebrate the installa‐
tion of our solar panels here at Congregation Beth Israel. 
 
Like Adam‐HaRishon, the first human, we are placed on this 
planet le‐ovdah u‐leshmrah, to serve all life and protect our 
planet’s precious resources.  
 
We ask that the work of our hands and hearts be blessed today. 
And just as our rabbinic ancestors noted that mitzvah goreret mitz‐
vah,the fulfillment of one commandment builds energy for further 
positive efforts, we ask that this step we take on the path of the mitzvah 
of sustainability with the solar installation lead us to take continued sustain‐
able actions in the life of this community and in our  
personal lives. 
 
We ask that you bless our leaders today —‐ local, state, and national —‐ that they integrate principles of sustainability and 
justice into their work, so that they may help create a healthier planet for future generations through their work. 
 
And finally, as we are called to letaken olam bemalchut shadai to repair the world in the Divine image, may the image of a re‐
paired and sustainable world be inscribed on our hearts that we may share it with our children and children’s children until 
we all together work to make it a reality. 
 
Barukh ata adonai hametaken et artzo u‐mehadesh bekhol yom tamid ma’asei bereishit. Blessed are you INSPIRER who in‐
fuses the energy of repair into your world and allows us to renew the works of your creation. 
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Hello Beth Israel Community! I am 
thrilled to be back! I have missed you 
these last months of maternity leave. 
As I return (in a slightly more limited 
capacity than last year), I am hon‐
ored to share some reflections on the 
season and to introduce you to my 
sweet baby. Meet Mazal “Mazi” 
Yonah Chermak! He joined us on Oc‐

tober 3 during the Yamim Noraim (Days of Awe) just a 
day before Yom Kippur, and has been a constant source 
of awe in my life since the moment he arrived. It turns 
out Rabbinic training comes in all forms. The first few 
months of parenthood is certainly one of them.  
 
Seeing the world through this new lens is forming and 
transforming me. I look forward to discovering the new 
Torah this will bring into my life with you all this winter 
and spring. This January, we begin to read Torah from 
the book of Shemot (Exodus). I am delighted and sur‐
prised anew each winter as we enter this book of Torah 
and begin to chant, study and envision the story of the 
Israelite’s entrance into and release from enslavement 
in Egypt. While I imagine most of us associate this epic 
journey with Passover and springtime, the first telling of 
the tale on our cyclical Hebrew calendar occurs in the 
dead of winter.  
 
I was recently introduced to the concept of “wintering,” 
a term Katherine May introduces in her book called, you 
guessed it, Wintering. She writes, “Wintering is a season 
of cold,” and explains, ““Life meanders like a path 
through the woods. We have seasons when we flourish 
and seasons when the leaves fall from us, revealing our 
bare bones. Given time, they grow again.” I take this as 
an invitation to sink deeply into winter, which can be, as 
May describes, a time where life quiets down, and a re‐
minder that it is possible to embrace discomfort that 
can accompany this slowing down. 
 
I resonate deeply with the encouragement to “winter,” 
i.e. to slow down and be present, to shift expectations 
and energy to mimic the season, and even to accept 
that sometimes winter comes in other forms ‐ in mo‐
ments of grief or life transition. Simultaneously, I am 
spending these winter days with my 3 month old child, 
who seems to exist in a constant springtime. He sees 
the world anew each moment. As I witness him discover 
the world this winter (for example, yesterday he discov‐
ered his own reflection in the mirror and today he 
grabbed a toy himself to play with for the first time), I 

The winter season invites us into a hiberna‐
tion of sorts and with it, the possibility of spir‐
itual practice and transformation.  I invite you 
to embrace this season and to give yourself 
time to learn to be with yourself in a new way.  
Through learning, prayer and other spiritual 
practices offered at Beth Israel, this winter 
can be a time to grow a new dimension of 
yourself, to pay attention to your soul.   Look 
through these pages, read your emails and 

find the opportunities that speak to you.  If you cannot find one, 
please speak to your rabbis. We will find a way, together.
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 Rabbinic Intern’s Message
am reminded that sometimes, even in winter, what we need to 
traverse the darkness is hints of spring. This can come in many 
forms, from bearing witness as I am to a newborn emerging in 
the world, to reading Torah and remembering the Israelite’s in‐
spiring journey towards collective liberation. 
 
I hope that this winter we can find balance together, helping 
each other find what we need, whether that is to embrace sink‐
ing into the depths of winter, or to discover, even now, that 
springtime and its blossoms are on the way. Thanks to each one 
of you for welcoming me back into life at Beth Israel, I am ex‐
cited to reconnect, and introduce you all to my grown family. 

Rabbi Linda Potemken Rabbis’ Note 

Aya Baron

Timothy Eberly/Unsplash  kqed.org/arts/13889077/in‐wintering‐katherine‐may‐
offers‐a‐hopeful‐look‐at‐hibernating‐to‐heal

https://www.kqed.org/arts/13889077/in-wintering-katherine-may-offers-a-hopeful-look-at-hibernating-to-heal
https://www.kqed.org/arts/13889077/in-wintering-katherine-may-offers-a-hopeful-look-at-hibernating-to-heal
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How to Reach our Rabbis
By phone:  (610) 566‐4645, choose option 1 if Diane does not answer.  A voice message left for either Rabbi will reach them quickly.  
 
By e‐mail:     Rabbi Linda:  ravltp@bethisraelmedia.org Rabbi Nathan: rabbinathan@bethisraelmedia.org 
 
Not sure who’s ‘on’ this weekend?  Check the calendar, easily available at bethisraelmedia.org and on the penultimate page of this Israe‐
light.  Also, each rabbi's e‐mail account responds with a message indicating which rabbi is 'on.' 
 
In cases of a real emergency... 
Senior Rabbi Linda’s and Associate Rabbi Nathan’s home phone numbers can be found in the Member’s Area of our website under How 
to Reach Our Rabbis and in our Directory.  

The Rabbinic Liaison Committee exists in most Reconstructionist communities to ensure the maintenance of a good  
working relationship between the rabbis and the congregation. While congregants are always welcome and encouraged to discuss ques‐
tions or concerns directly with Rabbi Linda or Rabbi Nathan , they may at times feel more comfortable talking to the Rabbinic Liaison 
committee. Issues raised by congregants are discussed confidentially and, when appropriate, are shared with a  Rabbi in a constructive 
manner. To discuss a question or concern with a lay member of the committee please feel free to  contact:  Julian Yates (jyates@udel.edu) 
Deb Erie (debjoerie@gmail.com), Emily Levine (emily@emilysquireslevine.com), or Linda Cohen  (lhc@comcast.net).  

MUSICAL SHABBAT TO HONOR BI'S VOLUNTEERS 
on December 9 featuring the Ken Ulansey Ensemble 
with Rabbi Linda. Beth Israelites prayed, celebrated 
and danced for hours. A good time was had by all.

Beth Israelites participate in commu‐
nity wide clean up of Har Jehuda 
Cemetery on October 30.  
Seated: Lynn Cashell, Rabbi Linda, 
Lois Deutsch, Joe Deutsch. Standing: 
Lois Drake (Burt Cohen’s sister), Linda 
Cohen, Michael Lefkowitz, Ken 
Arnold, Reisa Mukamal, David Cashell 
(the two people with sweat bands and 
the one with sunglasses to the right of 
the group are community members we 
worked with)

Our Community
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Dear Beth Israel Community,  
It seems to me that our “new year” of Rosh Hashanah involves much harder work than that of the secular 
new year. The former calls on us to reflect and repent, pray at shul and even to fast on Yom Kippur. The lat‐
ter calls on us to set resolutions for improvement in the new year. Not a fair comparison. This comparison, 
however, reveals the power of religion and its rituals in our lives. I read recently (The Case for God by 
Karen Armstrong) that moderns have it all wrong when it comes to religious ‘belief’: instead of believing 
first and then being led by this belief to carry out rituals, the author asserts that humans ‐ for thousands 
and thousands of years ‐ have carried out rituals without any modern sense of belief and out of this 
process, they have “found God”. The New York Times columnist Ross Douthat wrote recently of his disap‐
pointment in the 1965 Vatican II edicts that deemphasized obligation in ritual observance in the Roman 

Catholic Church. Indeed, liberalization in religion leads to more and more openness and access to observance, belonging, 
community and power in our religious institutions. But what of the loss of obligation to perform ritual? On the one hand, I 
am empowered to make the choice myself. On the other hand, most of us moderns don’t know what it was like to be so 
obliged to participate in ritual that we did it all the time ‐ not just when we felt like it. The author Armstrong would assert 
that we don’t need to wait to “feel” belief to perform ritual ‐ but that it works the other way around. On this secular new 
year, the only resolution I’m reflecting on is how to deepen my Jewish practice through regular ritual, instead of waiting for 
belief to hit me like a lightning bolt ‐ or, like some new year’s fireworks.  Shalom

Board of Directors
President’s Messages:

EMMA LEFKOWITZ

 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
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Executive VP 
   Mark Rosenberg 
 VP, Finance   
    Larrye Loss 
 VP, Communications  
      & Community     
     Steve Plotkin     

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Membership         Jackie Gelman, Dina Jacobs 
Hebrew School Education  Lisa Blaskey deCamp, Natalyia Zhukovskaya 
Religious Practice          Larry Hamermesh 
Social Action          John Greenstine, Louis Friedler 
Adult Education          Marion Hamermesh, Rich Remenick ___ 
Facilities Coordinators       Elaine Feldman, Ron Romoff 
Immediate Past President:  Lynn Cashell  
Council of Past Presidents:  Steve Platt 
MEMBERS AT LARGE:         Sea Amundsen, Jeff Golan, Randi Raskin Nash, 

                  Jessie Reagen Mann, Jonathan Washington

BI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

As usual, check your  email for more information and for zoom links.

 FINANCIAL HARDSHIP?   For those of you who may need some assistance for your small business or other financial is‐
sues that have arisen from the pandemic, consider consulting the following resources:  The Hebrew Free Loan Society of 
Philadelphia:   https://hflphilly.org/   Grants, loans, other resources: jewishtogether.org  run by the Jewish Federations of 
North America. 

Come dance!  Israeli Dancing at BI taught by Andi and Sharon!   January 10, 7:00 ‐ 8:30pm        
We will meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month  from 7:00 to 8:30 in the sanctuary.  
Ring and enter at the main entrance or phone Sharon. (RSVP to SharonLKleban@gmail.com; she will send  her cell number) 

No partner or experience is needed. The evening will include both beginner/liturgical dances and intermedi‐
ate/ modern dances. Wear comfortable clothes and shoes and bring your own water bottle. You may 
bring your own smile or one will be provided for you :)  

Contact Andi at andiwallach@gmail.com or Sharon at sharonlkleban@gmail.com for 
 more information.

 https://hflphilly.org/
http://jewishtogether.org
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Shabbat Shira/Tu B’Shevat Celebration! 
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Religious Practice 

Rosh Chodesh Group 

 
Rosh Chodesh, the monthly holiday marking the new moon, has traditionally been identified with women through midrash 
and folk belief. Stories circulated about the special right of Jewish women to observe this holiday in recognition of their 
noble behavior when the Golden Calf was erected and worshipped. (Excerpt from Miriam's Well by Penina V. Adelman) 
Psalm 137 says, "As a reward (for the women's refusal to participate in the making of the Golden Calf), God gave the new 
moons as holidays to women, and in the future world too they will be rewarded for their firm faith in God, in that, like the 
new moons, they, too, may monthly be rejuvenated."  
 
At Beth Israel, we mark Rosh Chodesh with special prayers and blessings, and a group of women gather for food and con‐
versation. For the past 25 years, our group traditionally met in each other's homes, bringing a potluck lunch, and sharing 
teachings based on the Torah, current holiday, or something of interest to women in our time. Currently, we meet at Beth 
Israel at 12:30 bringing our own lunches. Rosh Chodesh is open to all women in the Beth Israel community.  
 
The next meeting of the Rosh Chodesh group is scheduled for Sunday, January 29. We look forward to welcoming new 
members and returnees. For questions, contact Joyce Romoff at joyceromoff@comcast.net 
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J E W I S H  W I S D O M  F O R
L I F E ’ S  G R E AT  Q U E S T I O N S

A  L E A R N I N G  C I R C L E
Gather for a new kind of conversation –
one where we answer life’s toughest 
questions. Over the course of ten 
sessions, you will investigate the big 
issues of today with local clergy and

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

Sign up by December 29 

issues of today with local clergy and 
your cohort. 
Open to all, this course is designed for young 
professionals, interfaith couples, those 
raising Jewish children, spiritual seekers, 
individuals considering conversion, and 
anyone curious about Judaism.

Thursdays from 6:00 p.m. - 7
January 5, 12, 19, 26; Februa

$36 for the series – child
Kaiserman JCC, 45 Have
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at jewishphilly.org/learningcircle
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ry 2, 9 and 16; March 2, 9 and 16
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*Requires minimum of ten children at closing time of registration

with R Linda, R Nathan, & R Helen
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Tuesdays January 3, 17, 31  7:30 pm 
 
Metaphors For God,  with Rabbi Linda 
A study of God Is Here:  Reimagining the Divine by Rabbi Toba Spitzer  
Tuesday nights at 7:30 on Zoom: December 6 
     This class is for participants who will commit to reading the assigned chapters 
     before each class and attending a majority of the sessions.  
     This class is open to all who participated in December and all who are interested in joining    
     as we open for 3 more sessions 
 
Books may be purchased through Beth Israel. (& are available as e-books on Kobo & Kindle)

This year, we will use traditional & contemporary commentary to study the Parshat 
HaShavua (portion of the week) with an accent on learning how Jews learn.  
Inspired by John Dewey who wrote:  Perhaps the greatest of all pedagogical fallacies... 
is the notion that a person learns only the particular thing he is studying at the time, 
this year’s Torah Treks teachers have been asked to be transparent about the styles 
of Jewish text study they are offering because these different ways of engaging with 
a text are central to who we are as Jews. 

TORAH TREKS:TORAH TREKS:  

HineniHineni

January 21        Parshat Ve’eira Marion Hamermesh 
 
Contemporary Midrash. We’ll look briefly at some examples of classic Midrashic 
responses to the Parsha and then explore how Midrash is being  
created now. We’ll conclude with a close examination of three contemporary 
Midrashim to understand the power of engaging with Text and how, for instance, 
women, people of color and LBGTQI people find ourselves in it. 

Adult Education

Please check your email for the modules that are delivered to your inbox.   
Each module includes a Jewish text, an antiracism resource and several 
questions to contemplate.  The material is sent for you to explore at your 
convenience.  The community will then gather on zoom for a discussion of 
the module, 7-9 days after you first receive it.   
 

Wednesday February 8  7:30  with Rabbi Linda and Julie Mayer   
A discussion of Baratunde Thurston's Ted Talk  How to Deconstruct Racism, One Headline at a Time 

 

ANTIRACISM DISCUSSIONS THE EXPLORATIONS CONTINUE  

Journey Through Judaism –  Once a month at 7:30 on Zoom  
with Aya Baron  Wednesday January 11

 
Monthly through May 2023, in the sanctuary, on Shabbat mornings at 11:00, 
 following an abbreviated service.  



TOT SHABBAT

By Jackie Gelman 
We had a wonderful time getting ready for Chanukah at our December Tot Shabbat. We played dreidel, sang songs and ate 
latkes. It’s such a nice way to end the week, celebrating Shabbat and enjoying each other’s company. 
 
We had two special guests join us this month! Ken Ulansey played songs with the kids after dinner. And we were also thrilled 
to have Tot Shabbat “alum” Raeanne Rosenthal come back to help out. Many thanks to our helpers this month: Gabrielle 
Rosenthal, Alisa Herman‐Liu and Elaine Feldman. 
 
All are welcome to join us on the 2nd Friday of each month, from 5:45‐7:15 pm. Our next gathering will be January 13, when 
we will be getting ready for Tu B’shevat. 
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We were thrilled to partner with JKidPhilly to host a singalong with Andi Joseph on December 4. The sanctuary came alive 
with dancing and singing to “classics” like I’ve Got a Shabbat Feeling, Shabbat is Here, and There’s a Dinosaur. 

SINGALONG WITH JKIDPHILLY’S ANDI JOSEPH
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The committee is conducting our third annual “A Better Start for Babies” program. The project, originated by our SAC, has 
been joined by Congregation Beth El‐Ner Tamid and Congregation Ohev Shalom as partners, each shul conducting its own 
drive, along with the Kehillah of Delaware County. Many cash donations by BI members, families and friends have been re‐
ceived, along with hundreds of donated items. Additionally, the project will soon be applying for a grant from the Founda‐
tion for Delaware County, with the goal of supplying baby items for many more mothers. We are currently aiming to raise 
donations by the end of 2022 and create the bags in early 2023. Signups for donations are being taken here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4aa9ab2da3f85‐abetter 
 
Tutoring the children of the Chester Eastside Inc. Tutoring by BI members, led by Louis Friedler, continues with new and 
continuing leadership at CEI. We have 14 BI members (or friends of BI members) who have volunteered to coach in CEI’s Out 
of School Time Program this semester. All except one have chosen to coach virtually. 
 
SAC member Elaine Feldman is partnering with David Cashell to organize  a “warm clothing drive” with drop‐off date of De‐
cember 18. The clothing will go to “Our Closet” at Jewish Family and Children Services.  
 
Several SAC committee members, including Stu Pittel and Susan Klein, are exploring a relationship with a synagogue in 
Costa Rica, as arranged by BI member Ken Klothen. An initial meeting has been held, and the two synagogues are dis‐
cussing how we can work together on social action and other projects. 

Please remember to donate personal care items and toiletries for the homeless shelters and the Community Action Agency. 
The collection box is on the main floor, under the coat rack. Thank you 

Reclaiming MLK Day 
 
After a COVID‐imposed several‐year hiatus, the Social Action Committee’s Hatters are again planning our MLK Day of 
Service at Beth Israel, barring unforeseen circumstances (blizzard? An upsurge in the pandemic?).  
 
Save Monday, January 16, 1 to 3 pm, for a gathering to knit, crochet, and write notes. Baby hats are needed for our Bet‐
ter Start for Babies project; hats and scarves are needed for our servicemen (a new project); and warm hats and scarves 
are needed by folks of all ages. 
 
For those who would like to honor the service of our military and first responders, our handmade hats and scarves, ac‐
companied by notes that express our appreciation for their service, will be sent to Operation Gratitude. This organization 
creates care packages and distributes them to our troops. They request that we use medium worsted weight yarn in 
muted colors that will match our troops’ uniforms. Bring yarn and crochet hooks or knitting needles, or pens for writing 
notes of thanks. Note paper will be supplied. 
 
Contact Judy Kinman for general questions (jkinman125@gmail.com); for more information about 

Operation Gratitude,  
The mission of Operation Gratitude to honor the service of our Military and First Responders by creating opportunities to 
express gratitude. Check out the website  OperationGratitude.com  or contact Lynn Cashell (lynncashell@gmail.com 
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*after a name indicates that there is a plaque. Yahrzeit begins at sundown the evening before the date shown.

Yahrzeits 

Psalm 30:12

Mourner Remembering Relationship Yahrzeit 2023 Yahrzeit 5783
Jeremy Loomis Chantal Loomis Sister January 02 9 Tevet

Susan Meyer Lois Sauve Mother January 02 9 Tevet
Joyce Romoff Jessica Miriam Weizer Niece January 03 10 Tevet

Jill Gaieski Arnold Bennerr Father January 04 11 Tevet
Jill Gaieski Arnold Bennett Father January 04 11 Tevet

Joy Horwitz‐Fram Bernard Horowitz Father January 05 12 Tevet
Richard Block Jack Block Father January 06 13 Tevet
Andrea Bruno Rita Pollinger Mother January 06 13 Tevet
Philip Mansky Joseph Mansky Father January 06 13 Tevet

Joshua Waterston Warren Reier Uncle January 12 19 Tevet
Steven Blum Tonia Spiro* Grandmother January 13 20 Tevet

Randi Raskin Nash Abraham Belsky* Grandfather January 14 21 Tevet
Cameron Vanore Lee Wagner Uncle January 15 22 Tevet

Gwen Miriam Sigler Paul Sigler Uncle January 16 23 Tevet
Scott Manaker Sheila Manaker Mother January 16 23 Tevet

Adam Alper Gertrude Sheckman Grandmother January 16 23 Tevet
Wendy Waterston Irving Reier Father January 18 25 Tevet
Joshua Waterston Irving Reier Grandfather January 18 25 Tevet

Arnie Schwartz Esther Schwartz Mother January 21 28 Tevet
Louis Friedler Saul Friedler Father January 21 28 Tevet
Steve Kerbis Enid Kerbis Mother January 22 29 Tevet
Judy Ritter Frances Ritter Mother January 23 1 Shevat

Jean Fleschute Eugene Kroch Former Spouse January 23 1 Shevat
Selene Platt Louis Routhenstein Grandfather January 26 4 Shevat
Selene Platt Florence Silverman Mother January 27 5 Shevat
Sharon Boyd Merton Sheppard Friend January 28 6 Shevat
Alex Dresner Evelyne Newman Grandmother January 29 7 Shevat
Harry Chen Julia Chen Mother January 29 7 Shevat

Rabbi Linda Potemken Suzanne Davis Friend January 30 8 Shevat
Sharon Boyd Gerald Kahn Father January 31 9 Shevat



Condolences:  To Vitaly, Daniella,and Caroline Eskinazi, on the death of  Vitaly’s mother, Klara Eskinazi , 
To friends and family of member Ann Green   
To Arlene Benz on the passing of her husband Eddie Benz 
Sending you blessings for healing: Dottie Jenkins, Ron Romoff, Andrew Kelly, Alan Fink, Deanie Heller, Jane Laffend, Lynn 
Kelly, Helena Landis, Geoff Horowitz 
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Golden Book Fund 
Alisa Herman‐Liu in honor of Myrtle Nash on her 100th birthday and her debut on Channel 6 action news.  
 
Social Action Fund for A Better Start for Babies 
Marilyn Drukin, Samuel Ruby, Karen Vesely, Rhelea Roeder, Sallie Holzman, Shirley Weber, Kathy Hunn, A. Tegnell, Julie Miller, 
Rob Greenstine 
 
Rabbis’ Discretionary Fund 
Mary Ellen Maatman and Arnie Schwartz in honor of Miriam Sigler. 
Cliff Bayuk ‐ Todah Rabah!  
Susan & David Raab in memory of Ann & Larry Green. 
Linda Cohen in honor of Yehuda’s Bar Mitzvah. 
 
BIMAS Fund 
Ala Hamilton‐Day and Peter R Bernstein  to Reisa Mukamal and Steven Arnold in honor of the birth of their grandson 
Charles Isaiah Wasser Arnold. 
 
General Fund 
Elaine Feldman in memory of Deenie Block. 
Elaine Feldman  in memory of Bob Stone. 
Elaine Feldman  in memory of Mark Schlam. 
Alvin Martin & Muriel Dance to honor Rabbi Nathan Martin. 
 
Adult Education Fund 
Sallie Holzman in memory of Caryll Holzman, my mother.  
 
Endowment Fund 
Steven Arnold & Reisa Mukamal in memory of our dear friend and neighbor, Ann Green. 
 
Capital Campaign Fund 
Candy Berlin & Ralph Kaufman. 
 
Ellie Festival Fund 
Candy Berlin & Ralph Kaufman in honor of the memory of long‐time loyal Beth Israel member and friend, Ann Green.  
I will miss her.  

Donations Received 
 in November  
Thank You! 

DID YOU KNOW... if you're going to make a contribution by check to a restricted fund, like the Rabbi's Discretionary or Social Action Funds, 
that it's better for you (and for us), if you make your check payable to "Congregation Beth Israel of Media." You can always note any special 
purpose for the contribution in the memo line of your check. Why? "Congregation Beth Israel" is the correct payee. Also, by noting the spe‐
cial purpose, if any, on your check, we can make absolutely certain that your donation is directed to the appropriate fund, your account is 
properly credited, and your end‐of‐year tax letter is accurate. Like you, the rabbis, administrative staff, directors and officers of BI are ab‐
solutely committed to making certain your donation is put to its intended purpose. Please help us help you to make certain that happens. 
Thank you.

Your generous support not only enables Beth Israel to provide a robust variety of programs that foster the spiritual needs of our commu‐
nity, your support also  enhances our ability to bring about tikkun olam through our social action initiatives. Your generosity is appreciated 
now more than ever. Please consider honoring a friend or a loved one through a contribution to any of our designated funds.

Please be sure to let the Rabbis know when you or someone  in the congregation is in need of a blessing for healing.  



To Send Shalach Manot Gift BagS 
Fill out the form, PAY ONLINE OR BY CHECK BUT send THIS ORDER FORM to:   

Congregation Beth Israel 542 New Middletown Rd. Media, PA 19063 
Purim begins march 6, 2023.  

Deadline for ORDERING Shalach Manot Bags is February 19, 2023. 
Please Order Now! . 

Your Name: 
YOUR NAME AS IT SHOULD APPEAR TO RECIPIENTS: 
 
Address: 

Phone: 
E-mail: 

 
PRICe 
 $5.00 for each individual/family or staff member (Minimum of 3 Gift Bags) 
 $5.00 for each reciprocity. 
 $400 to send to the entire Congregation. 
 $15 for each non-member recipient. 

 
Names of Recipients     IF  

NON-
MEMBER        

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
I Choose To Send To All Members And Staff At $400                     Check Here               
My Total Number of Non-Members at $15 each is                                                             # 
Please Include Me In Reciprocity And Bill Me Separately                          Check Here        
I want and will pick up a bag made for me   I Do NOT Want a bag    

TOTAL ENCLOSED or paid online( $             )  

 

If there are more recipients please continue on the back of this page. 
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Please be sure to support our advertisers 
and let them know that you learned about 
them from The Israelight!"#$%&'"(#%)*+

!"#$%&"#'(#')*%#+,(+%-).'(")/0.+&'#1,
2%$0#('.'3&#%3*.(40#5(6$0(-*70#(*)).%*$3'+(0#(89+:

;-*..(<"%.=%$>()#07'3&+

!"#$%&#'&'(&')*&!+"$
?'..@(ABCDAEFDAGHB((((((I*$='#+'$JKLM'#%N0$O$'&

KHB(P$%0$(QM',(;4*#&/-0#',(RQ(BSCGB

 
GROCERY CARDS ARE IN STOCK AT BETH ISRAEL — YES! I 
shop at Acme or Giant and I’m happy to purchase gift cards 
through BI! (for every card purchased, BI receives $5 ‐ it adds 
up and makes a difference!) Let Mikayla know if you’d like to 
purchas some. Phone 610‐566‐4645 or send her  an email: 
mikayla.losanowych@bethisraelmedia.org

The Sign Working Group, comprised of Reisa Mukamal, Candy Berlin, Kathy Andersen, Lynn Cashell, Jackie Gelman, Alan 
Ross, and Josh Waterston, want to update the community on our progress. There will be a new sign out front! Here is a 
mock up of the final design. Additionally, there will be a new garden bed around the sign provided by John Kelley, owner of 
Hollywood Landscaping in Media, who generously offered to create a garden around the new sign, pro bono. He will be do‐
nating his services and providing all the plants and shrubs at cost

Signage
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From the Daily Times, 12/6/22 
 
Media synagogue prepares to celebrate new solar panel array on roof 

Most of the electricity needed by the congregation will be supplied by the 61‐panel array, Congregation Beth Israel says.

Congregation Beth Israel of Media is calling its installation 
of a 26 kilowatt solar panel array on the roof a real festival 
of lights. 
 
The dedication ceremony is Dec. 18 at 5 p.m. on the first 
night of Hanukkah at the synagogue, 542 S. New Middle‐
town Road. 
 
The installation of the solar array reflects nearly a decade of 
greening and sustainability work undertaken by the syna‐
gogue, according to a press release.  
 
That work led to a green synagogue certification from 
Greenfaith, a grassroots, multi‐faith movement for the cli‐
mate, along with significant efforts to reduce heating and 
electricity use, which allowed the synagogue to reduce its 
carbon emissions by half, the press release added. 
 
“This Hanukah we not only celebrate our people’s first mira‐
cle of energy efficiency where the light lasted eight times as 
long as expected, but we also rededicate ourselves to the 
important work of creating Jewish communities that are 
more sustainable and aligned with our Jewish value of 
being Shomrei Adama, caretakers of the earth,” said Rabbi 
Nathan Martin. 
The synagogue said the solar project was the result of an 
initiative by a dedicated group of congregants working with 
Solar States, a Philadelphia‐based solar installer, to install 
an array that is expected to meet the vast majority of the 
synagogue’s electric needs generated from the 61‐panel 
array. 
 
“As Jews, we are called upon to be stewards of creation, 
and our hope is that the important work we are doing by 
greening our community at home will influence faith com‐
munities in Delaware County and beyond,” Martin said. 
 

With the passage of the Inflation Reduction Act, synagogues and other nonprofits are now eligible for a 30% direct payment 
for the installation of solar technology, making this a more feasible and attractive option for other faith communities, the 
congregation added.

Solar Celebration
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State Senator John Kane and  U.S. Congresswoman Mary 
Gay Scanlon celebrated with us.  
R. Nathan leads our students and the gathering in song;  
Marion Hamermesh leads the group in a sun salutation;   
Later, we celebrated Chanukah with pizza, salad, and, of 
course, Sufganiyot (Jelly Doughnuts, an Israeli tradition) 
 
pictures by John Greenstine

Solar Celebration
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Mussar with Rabbi Linda 
11:30 -1:00 
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