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SAVE THE DATE:  SUNDAY JANUARY 9  10:15 a.m. 
Beth Israel Antiracism Summit 

Our membership gathers to discuss & discern next steps in our antiracism work 

Tragedy Gives Way To Positive Transformation: Antiracism Summit   
On May 25, 2020, we witnessed the brutal murder of George Floyd.   From there, protests erupted 
along with an expanding consciousness across the country that we, the American people, have a lot of 
work to do when it comes to understanding and healing systemic racism. 
 
We, the people of BI, are on this journey of learning and growing.  No one finishes the work in one life‐
time, but as the Mishnah reminds us, we are not free to desist from it. So, with compassion for our‐
selves and for one another, we embark on the work of antiracism together. Everyone has something to 

learn.  Everyone has something to contribute.   We are called to approach the work with humility and with trust in the vision 
that by working together, we will be bringing more chesed (loving kindness) & tzedek (justice) into the world.   This is the 
work of liberation – our own and that of our country.    
 
BI has been involved in this work for a long time through social action and through learning.  This past year, 40 or so mem‐
bers read the work of Dr. Ibram X Kendi and discussed his theory of antiracism. Now, it is time to explore our next steps. 
 
Please mark your calendars and join your fellow BI members on Sunday January 9th at 10:15 as we explore new possibilities 
for our anti racism efforts.  Each voice in the community is important in this discussion.   The gathering will take place in the 
sanctuary and on zoom.  In the month of MLK day, in the season of reading the Exodus liberation story, it is a timely conver‐
sation. 
 

Rabbi’s Note  Rabbi Linda Potemken
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This past month I watched a beautiful 
Netflix documentary about fungi. 
Among the many points the docu‐
mentary raised, an important one fo‐
cused on the mycelium. Mycelium is 
the vegetative part of a fungus that 
consists of networks of billions upon 
billions of strands of filaments that 
run between the trees, helping to 

transfer nutrients, fight disease, store and transfer car‐
bon, and pass along information. These interconnected 
filaments were described as the “internet” for the trees 
‐‐ a vast underground communication network helping 
to maintain the vitality of the forest ecosystem. 
 
This ever‐changing, ever‐pulsating flow of energy, nutri‐
ents, and communication resonates with the themes of 
Tu B'shvat that we celebrate in January. Originally, sim‐
ply an accounting mechanism for assigning a consistent 
age to fruit trees so that they can be properly tithed, the 
holiday of Tu B'shvat took on more cosmic dimensions 
with the Kabbalists. These mystic visionaries pictured 
the divine flow of energy into this world as an upside 
down tree, where its roots draw from hidden recesses of 
the divine being and send energy through the celestial 
trunk and branches, eventually flowing into our world. 
They even created a new seder that connected fruits of 
the trees to awareness of the different ways that God 
manifests in the world, in our physical, emotional, intel‐
lectual, and spiritual realities. 
 
In the Kabbalistic landscape humans are central. A mi‐
crocosm of the divine, our power in the Jewish mystical 
imagination seems almost outsized in the universe. 
Human actions and intentions can either align the ele‐
ments of the Divine body to open our world to the flow 
of divine energy, or the opposite, blocking divine energy 
from reaching us. 
 
While the Kabbalists did not know about photosynthe‐
sis and the role of mycelium, ironically their picture of 
the centrality of human beings in maintaining the 
proper flow in the world is not far off. In this century we 
do seem to have power that is outsized to our place on 
the earth. Our actions and behavior can ensure the con‐
tinued proper balance and flow of oxygen and carbon 
dioxide in our planetary system or not, holding the fate 
of many species in the balance. 
 
When talking about Jewish ritual, Mordechai Kaplan, 
the founding thinker of Reconstructionist Judaism, un‐
derstood ritual to capture something powerful and 

timeless, but also as something that could be evolved over time 
to maintain its power. As Reconstructionists today we continue 
to engage in this enterprise, seeking to connect to the timeless 
forms we have inherited — like reading from the Torah — while 
also adapting them to be meaningful for us today — like chang‐
ing the words of the Torah blessing to be less triumphalist and 
using egalitarian language.  
 
When it comes to Tu B’shvat we encounter the same dynamic of 
reconstructed ritual, drawing from the forms of the past while 
imbuing them with new meaning. In this year’s Tu B’shvat seder 
that we will celebrate as a community on Friday, January 14th, I 
will invite us into a “four worlds” Tu B’shvat seder with an added 
focus of not only the "traditional" approach of contemplating 
the Divine in our physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual 
lives, but also inviting us to creatively engage with the environ‐
ment around us as holding sparks of the divine. I will invite us to 
explore ways in which the world enlivens us, inspires us, and 
humbles us. But ultimately the goal of the seder we will engage 
in, and the one that inspired it from the 16th Century are the 
same — to appreciate the beauty and complexity of our world 
that transcends the individual, to appreciate the life force that 
flows within and around us, just like the currents of energy and 
electrical impulses that flow through the mycelium under the 
trees. 
 
Any ritual has the power to be transformative, to help us see 
our reality in a new light. The Israeli poet Zelda (d.1984) cap‐
tured the transformative power of observing the world closely 
with her poem about a tree when she wrote: 
 
The sun illuminated a wet branch  
and leaves of gold seized 
the eye’s pupils; 
These gold leaves, that traveled  
night and day 
within the blood of my heart,  
they changed their nature. 
 
And when they arrived 
at the soul 
at her solitude, 
they turned into faraway signs  
of light, 
into secrets from heaven  
ancient wonders. 
 
May the beauty of the world continue to nourish our inner light 
of wonder and connection and transform us into seeing our‐
selves as part of the Divine flow. 

Rabbi Nathan Martin Rabbi’s  Message  



January 2022 
Tevet/Sh’vat  5782

3 Volume 45  No. 5

How to Reach our Rabbis
By phone:  (610) 566‐4645, choose option 1 if Diane does not answer.  A voice message left for either Rabbi will reach them quickly.  
 
By e‐mail:     Rabbi Linda:  ravltp@bethisraelmedia.org Rabbi Nathan: rabbinathan@bethisraelmedia.org 
 
Not sure who’s ‘on’ this weekend?  Check the calendar, easily available at bethisraelmedia.org and on the penultimate page of this Israe‐
light.  Also, each rabbi's e‐mail account responds with a message indicating which rabbi is 'on.' 
 
In cases of a real emergency... 
Senior Rabbi Linda’s and Associate Rabbi Nathan’s home phone numbers can be found in the Member’s Area of our website under How 
to Reach Our Rabbis and in our Directory.  

The Rabbinic Liaison Committee exists in most Reconstructionist communities to ensure the maintenance of a good  
working relationship between the rabbis and the congregation. While congregants are always welcome and encouraged to discuss ques‐
tions or concerns directly with Rabbi Linda or Rabbi Nathan , they may at times feel more comfortable talking to the Rabbinic Liaison 
committee. Issues raised by congregants are discussed confidentially and, when appropriate, are shared with a  Rabbi in a constructive 
manner. To discuss a question or concern with a lay member of the committee please feel free to  contact:  Julian Yates (jyates@udel.edu) 
Deb Erie (debjoerie@gmail.com), Emily Levine (emily@emilysquireslevine.com), or Linda Cohen  (lhc@comcast.net).  

Congregation News

Spotlight on:  The Social Action Committee 
Another entry in our continuing column highlighting each of our committees. 

by Past President Lynn Cashell 
The Social Action Committee (SAC )is dedicated to Tikkun Olam, or “Repair of the World.” SAC engages the entire Beth 
Israel community in activities that include consulting with B’nai Mitzvah families about Tikkun Olam projects, academic 
tutoring in Chester, annual clothing drives; participation in the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service; preparing and 
serving meals to the homeless; the unique "A Better Start for Babies" drives to donate needs to newborns and parents 
at ChesPenn, special Tikkun Olam speakers at Shabbat services; food drives supporting local food banks,  advocating for 
gun control and victims’ rights; advocating for immigrants, screening films several times a year on Jewish and social jus‐
tice themes, and presenting the Friend of the Community Award. The committee meets monthly and welcomes anyone 
in the congregation to join. Contact John Greenstine, committee chair, at jgreenstine@yahoo.com 

Facilities Committee Report The BI community is all about the people and relationships. But just like a family, BI needs 
to be sure our physical “house” is in order so the people inside can thrive. Fortunately, we have a wonderfully effective, ener‐
getic and active facilities committee, led by co‐coordinators, Ron Romoff and Elaine Feldman.  Working in conjunction with 
them is the technology committee, led by Josh Waterston, Chris Pragman, John Greenstine, and Steve Platt.  Together, they 
work tirelessly to keep our physical plant and technology in good order. Currently they are addressing a number of signifi‐
cant issues that while not immediately apparent, are nonetheless critical. 
 
1. The work for the new doors and security upgrades is nearing completion. 
2. The Green House sewer system needs to be installed so the sewage goes where it should.  This will allow for proper use of 
the building. 
3. Electrical outlets need to be added and updated in the office and the AV room behind the bimah to handle our modern 
technology needs.   
4. Trees and other vegetation around the property need to be trimmed and cared for to remove those that are dead, keep 
them healthy, and away from overhead wires. 
5. The main Beth Israel sign out by the street is seriously deteriorated and needs to be replaced and updated. 
6. The outdoor furniture needs to be maintained or replaced. 
7. The portico and associated columns on the wall near the main entrance need repairs. 
8. The windows and wall on the south side behind the bimah need repairs. 
9. The porch and siding on the Green House need repairs. 
10. The carpet in main sanctuary needs to be replaced. 
11. The sink plumbing in the kitchen and both men’s and women’s bathrooms need repair and updating.  
We thank those who are keeping up with our facilities and appreciate all their hard work. If you see them around, please 
thank them and think about how you might help to keep our BI home in working order. 
 
 

http://jgreenstine@yahoo.com 


January 2022 
Tevet/Sh’vat  5782

4 Volume 45  No. 5

Dear Beth Israel community, 
 
Shalom! I recently attended a wonderful training, sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadel‐
phia, by the organization Ta’amod: Stand Up!, which “transforms Jewish life by equipping institutions and 
individuals with the resources they need to build healthy, safe, and equitable workplaces.” We learned that 
“psychological safety” is the number one factor that creates a healthy workplace ‐ this is defined as having 
the ability to take risks and be yourself without worry that you will suffer for it. And of course I had to ask 
myself, Do we at Beth Israel create a healthy, safe and equitable organizational environment for our rab‐
bis, staff, volunteers and members? Are we able to be ourselves and feel safe doing it? Do we treat each 

other with respect? 
 
My first thought was, Yes! We’re so good at this! I thought of the many events and meetings I’ve attended where people 
communicated with care, passion and respect ‐ regardless of agreement or disagreement. But then I remembered emails 
I’ve gotten that have upset me due to word choice or tone. Then I remembered when I’ve treated others with certain biases ‐ 
and how I’ve even thoughtlessly disrespected my fellow members on a couple of occasions. I have a lot to reflect on ‐ and so 
do we all. I believe that Beth Israel is a pretty darn healthy organization filled with amazing people, bringing all of our habits, 
assumptions and biases along for the ride, as we work to create a beautiful Jewish community. So let’s work on ourselves, 
too, in order to discover how we can make the people around us feel as safe as possible. It makes a difference. 
 
The Social Action Committee (SAC )is dedicated to Tikkun Olam, or “Repair of the World.” SAC engages the entire Beth Is‐
rael community in activities that include consulting with B’nai Mitzvah families about Tikkun Olam projects, academic tutor‐
ing in Chester, annual clothing drives; participation in the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service; preparing and serving meals 
to the homeless; the unique "A Better Start for Babies" drives to donate needs to newborns and parents at ChesPenn, special 
Tikkun Olam speakers at Shabbat services; food drives supporting local food banks,  advocating for gun control and victims’ 
rights; advocating for immigrants, screening films several times a year on Jewish and social justice themes, and presenting 
the Friend of the Community Award. The committee meets monthly and welcomes anyone in the congregation to join. 
Contact John Greenstine, committee chair, at jgreenstine@yahoo.com 
 

Board of Directors
President’s Messages:

EMMA LEFKOWITZ

 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President 
     Emma Lefkowitz 
Executive VP 
   Mark Rosenberg 
 VP, Finance   
    Steve Goldfield  
 VP, Communications  
      & Community     
     Steve Plotkin     

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Membership          Jackie Gelman, Dina Jacobs 
Hebrew School Education   Lisa Blaskey DeCamp, Moriah Gornstein 
Religious Practice          Larry Hamermesh 
Social Action          John Greenstine, Louis Friedler 
Adult Education          Marion Hamermesh, Rich Remenick ___ 
Facilities Coordinators         Ron Romoff, Elaine Feldman 
Immediate Past President:  Lynn Cashell  
Council of Past Presidents:  Deb Wile 
MEMBERS AT LARGE:          Kim Dumoff, Steve Friedman, Larrye Loss 

         Jessie Reagen Mann, Randi Raskin Nash

BI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

As usual, check your  email for more information and for zoom links.

 FINANCIAL HARDSHIP?   For those of you who may need some assistance for your small business or other financial is‐
sues that have arisen from the pandemic, consider consulting the following resources:  The Hebrew Free Loan Society of 
Philadelphia:   https://hflphilly.org/   Grants, loans, other resources: jewishtogether.org  run by the Jewish Federations of 
North America. 

http://jgreenstine@yahoo.com 
 https://hflphilly.org/
http://jewishtogether.org
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Celebrate Tu B’shevat - The New Year for Trees 
Celebrate Shabbat Shira - Shabbat of Song 

Weekend Services led by Rabbi Nathan 

Our Seder will be rooted in the tradition of the Kabbalists of Sefat. They created a seder using 
four cups of wine or juice, and four types of fruits representing four aspects of the 
world. Tu B’shevat has become connected with environmental action –  
raising up the importance of environmental stewardship and celebrating 
the miracle of trees and plants. This is also a time to plant parsley seeds in 
anticipation of Pesach!     
This year, we will gather on Zoom as we integrate the Tu B’shevat seder 
into our Friday evening services. (Feel free to eat dinner before, during, or 
after the seder.)    
Here is a list of things to try to have available for the seder:

White and Red Wine OR White and Red Grape Juice 
Hard Shelled Fruit/Nut – e.g. walnuts, pecans, almonds, etc 
Pitted Fruit – e.g. fresh or dried peaches, apricots, dates, etc 
Wholly Edible Fruit – e.g. grapes, raisins, figs, etc. 

TU B’SHEVAT SHABBAT SEDER  
Friday, January 14, 2022   7:30 pm on ZOOM

SHABBAT SHIRA  
Saturday, January 15, 2022   9:45 a.m. in the SANCTUARY

BIMAS and Chorus will add their music to help 
celebrate Shabbat Shirah which is the Shabbat 

service that includes the Torah portion with the 
song sung by the Israelites after  

we crossed the Reed Sea! 

Congregation News



 

 

 

 

  

 
OPEO

 

 

 

 

  

 
VOPLE LO

enAn Ev

 

 

 

 

  

 
VE DEAD J
ing with 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 JEWS

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
na Horuthor DarA

g

uditorium AMitchell Ayerel UnivxDre sity

y 27, 2022, 6:30 - 8:3uaranJ
, Q&A and Book SeadingR

 

 

 

 

  

 

AND Online

ET30 pm 

. r.sident, Dr
.ted Past

People ook, 
n as a Horra

Signing

ar

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

uditorium A, Mitchell Ay,erel UnivxDre

esatz College prraollowing her rF eading, Gr
Love Dead Jews, Reports from a Haunt
she discusses her highly-charged new bo

ersation with Daely conv

sity

Join us in this liv

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

araOne Book, One Jewish Community progr
araexel UnivStudies, Hillel at Dr ersity and Gr

agman Initiativersity Laurie Wexel UnivDr
esented by a joint partnersent is prvhis eT

ee liva and takrav ElefZe f, will interview Dar
esatz College prraollowing her rF eading, Gr

 

 

 

 

  

 

am.
satz College’

e in Jewish v
ship of the 
e questions. 

. r.sident, Dr
 

 

 

 

  

 

Ludlow streets
s parking garage located at theincluding Drexel’

Paid public parking is available near the Bosson

A 191043140 Market Street, Philadelphia, P
, Mitchell Auditoriumr,Bossone Research Center

Drexel University
TION:ATLOCA

This program is being held both in-pe

 

 

 

 

  

 

e intersection of 34th and 
, r,ne Research Enterprise Center

erson and online.

 

 

 

 

  

 

amraee prRegister for fr

Philadelphia). Books will also be available for p
Open Book Bookstore (Elkins Park) and Harriett

. Gratz suggests twr.Support your local bookseller

number of reservations is required for the bus r
ednesdayat mcohen@gratz.edu no later than W

exectly to Drom Gratz direfer to take a bus frPr

Ludlow streets.

ogr

 

 

 

 

  

 

urchase at the event.
venue/s Bookshop (Girard At’

wo independent bookstores: 

rental.
, December 22. A minimumy,y

 Contact Mindy Cohen xel?

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

amraee prRegister for fr ogr

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://secureia.drexel.edu/s/1683/alu
mni/interior.aspx?sid=1683&gid=2&pgi
d=3857&cid=6793

See page 13 for a short excerpt from the book.
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https://secureia.drexel.edu/s/1683/alumni/interior.aspx?sid=1683&gid=2&pgid=3857&cid=6793
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JOURNEYING THROUGH JUDAISM 
January 26       Jewish Prayer:  A Deeper Connection To The Shema     with Aya Baron                                           
 
TORAH TREKS : The Torah of What Concerns us NOW 
Wednesdays 7:30 - 9:00 on Zoom or Saturdays 11:00 - 12:30 in person (and streamed) 
Wednesday January 5: School Funding and Racism: Dan Atkins and Richard Morse 
Saturday January 22:  Jewish Responses to Pandemic Through the Ages: Dr. Randy Tiffany 
 
MUSSAR GROUP 
1/25    noon   with Rabbi Linda

Stay tuned for news about a BI program  
on the One Book One Jewish Community book.  
See page 8 for the announcement.

KALLAH: A NIGHT OF JEWISH LEARNING  
JANUARY 22    7:15 p.m. 

Kehillah of Delaware County & Kehillah of Chester County  
Brought to us by Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia 

 
Kallah is an ancient term originally used to describe a gathering of scholars. Our current day Kallah will feature a zoom  
gathering of thought-provoking entertainment and intellectual fulfillment.  
 
Our night will center around the theme of Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Ancestors) and features a Zoom live performance of 
Theatre Ariel’s production “Ethics of the Fathers AKA: The Gangster and The Grandpa.”  
 
Following this powerful and sometimes humorous piece, we will go into breakout rooms to connect with fellow community 
members and participate in conversations on the topic of Ethics of the Ancestors, led by our local rabbis and scholars.  
 
PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
7:15 p.m.   Welcome, Havdalah, KALLAH online housekeeping  
7:30 p.m.  Performance of “Ethics of the Fathers AKA: The Gangster and The Grandpa,” a one-man show written and per-
formed by Jesse Bernstein, directed by Deborah Baer Mozes, Artistic Director, Theatre Ariel. The performance will be  
followed by Q&A with Jesse Bernstein.   
8:30 p.m.  Classes on Pirkei Avot taught by local rabbis and scholars  
Cost: $10 per person | $5 for students 
No one will be turned away for lack of funds. If the cost of the ticket creates a financial barrier, please contact Shelley Rap-
paport at chestercounty@kehillah.jewishphilly.org  
Register Here: https://jewishphilly.org/get-involved/neighborhood-programming/chester-county/kallah-2022-registration 
 

When you register you will get to make the difficult but wonderful choice of which class to go to after the performance. 
 

The Five Disciples of Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai – A Dramatic Story Hidden Inside Pirkei Avot - Rabbi Jeremy Gerber 
The Illustrated Pirkei Avot:  A Graphic Novel of Jewish Ethics - Rabbi Janine Jankovitz 

The World’s Tripod - Rabbi Yossi Kaplan 
Who Knows Four - Rabbi Kami Knapp 

The Songs of Our Ancestors - Rabbi Shelley Goldman and Cantor Rick Lawrence 
You’ll never walk alone… but if you do, pay attention - Rabbi Eric Lazar 

Transforming Our Lives Through Acquiring Torah - Rabbi Linda Potemken 
Providing Care That Can Change Lives - David Rosenberg 

How Does Judaism Define Success? - Rabbi Jeff Sultar 
Pirkei Avot: A Social Justice Commentary - Rabbi Jeremy Winaker

http://chestercounty@kehillah.jewishphilly.org 
http://Register Here
https://jewishphilly.org/get-involved/neighborhood-programming/chester-county/kallah-2022-registration
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*after a name indicates that there is a plaque. Yahrzeit begins at sundown the evening before the date shown.

Mourner Remembering Relationship Date Observing Yarzeit 5782
Arnie Schwartz Esther Schwartz Mother January 1 28 Tevet
Louis Friedler Saul Friedler Father January 1 28 Tevet
Mark Schlam Harry Schlam Father January 1 28 Tevet

Judy Ritter Frances Ritter Mother January 3 1 Shevat
Joy Horwitz‐Fram Bernard Horowitz Father January 5 3 Shevat

Sharon Boyd Merton Sheppard Friend January 8 6 Shevat
Alex Dresner Evelyne Newman Grandmother January 9 7 Shevat
Harry Chen Julia Chen Mother January 9 7 Shevat

R. Linda Potemken Suzanne Davis Friend January 10 8 Shevat
Sharon Boyd Gerald Kahn Father January 11 9 Shevat

Marilyn Verbits David Jay Verbits* Brother January 12 10 Shevat
Rae Roeder E. Nathan Jacobs* Father January 13 11 Shevat

Lauri Mansky Maxwell Salzman Grandfather January 13 11 Shevat
Jonathan Krinick Eugene Krinick Father January 13 11 Shevat

Elaine Wasekanes Joseph Wasekanes Sibling‐in‐law January 13 11 Shevat
Ronald Levine Miriam Levine Mother January 13 11 Shevat

Steven Goldfield Sylvia Goldfield Mother January 13 11 Shevat
Marilyn Verbits Ruth Verbits* Mother January 15 13 Shevat
Peter Bernstein Helen Bernstein* Mother January 17 15 Shevat

Stuart Isaacs Judith Yvette Isaacs* Mother January 18 16 Shevat
Barry Gross Bill Gross Father January 19 17 Shevat

Eleanor Skale Stephen H. Skale* Brother January 20 18 Shevat
Ms. Amy Binder Evelyn Ann Binder Mother January 20 18 Shevat
John Greenstine Evelyn Ann Binder Mother‐In‐Law January 20 18 Shevat

Mark Schlam Sy Lutto Uncle January 21 19 Shevat
Steve Kerbis Enid Kerbis Mother January 22 20 Shevat
Jane Laffend Edward Laffend* Father in law January 23 21 Shevat

Sharon Kleban Ida K. Bluestone Grandmother January 23 21 Shevat
Nancy Handwerger Ida K. Bluestone Mother January 23 21 Shevat

Selene Platt Florence Silverman Mother January 27 25 Shevat
Sheldon Bernick Herbert Herbie" Bernick" Brother January 27 25 Shevat

Robert Stone Mae Kramer Cousin January 28 26 Shevat
Laura Lee Blechner George Blechner Grandfather January 29 27 Shevat

Richard Schuldenfrei Jean Cohen Schuldenfrei Mother January 29 27 Shevat
Margo Zitin Helen Rose Kaufman* Mother January 29 27 Shevat

Frances Vilella‐Velez Frank Vilella Father January 29 27 Shevat

Condolences 
to Judy Kinman and family on the passing of her sister, Mildred Zitt. Please join us in offering support to Judy as she absorbs 
this profound loss. May Mildred’s memory be a source of blessing. 

 
Sending you blessings for healing: 
Dottie Jenkins, Ron Romoff, Andrew Kelly, Alan Fink, Deanie Heller, Jane Laffend, Lynn Kelly, Helena Landis, Geoff Horowitz 

Please be sure to let the Rabbis know when you or someone in the congregation is in need of a blessing for healing.  
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General Fund 
Deborah and Walter Sherman 
Marilyn Drukin in memory of Judy Kinman’s sister, Mildred Zitt 
Lynn and David Cashell in honor of Rachel Gornstein’s Bat Mitzvah. 
Lynn and David Cashell in memory of Judy Kinman’s sister Mildred Zitt. 
 
Burton J Cohen Endowment Fund 
Josh and Jennifer Waterston in honor of Elaine Feldman, for your incredible dedication to Beth Israel's facility. Whether it's 
the A/C, plumbing, electric, or doors, you keep a steady hand on the tiller. Thank you!. 
Josh and Jennifer Waterston in honor of Steve Goldfield, for his tireless work to ensure that Beth Israel is on a firm fiscal 
foundation. 
 
Ann Green in honor of Katie Sibley’s special birthday 
 
Prayer Book Fund  
Sara Schlossberg in honor of Kimberly Dresner 
 
Ellie Fund  
Lisa Friedman in honor of Candy Berlin 
 
Social Action Committee 
Marilyn Drukin 
Ann Green 
Miriam Sigler in honor of the front line workers ar ChesPenn (basically, everyone!) 
Karen Vesely for Better Start for Babies campaign 
Eve Biskind Klothen and Ken Klothen for Better Start for Babies campaign 
Susan Klein and Stu Pittel in honor of John Greenstine’s outstanding leadership. 
Rabbi Nathan Martin and Abigail Weinberg for Better Start for Babies 
Sallie Holzman 
 
Adult Education Fund  
Sallie Holzman in memory of Lewis Holzman 
 
Rabbis’ Discretionary Fund  
Deenie Heller in honor of Laura Lee Blechner who shows the world what Tikkun Olam is all about. 
 
Bimas 
Reisa Mukamal and Steven Arnold, with love, in memory of Mildred Zitt, beloved sister of Judy Kinman 
Judy Kinman in memory of my sister Mildred Zitt, who was a dedicated music teacher and founder and conductor of an in‐
tergenerational orchestra. 
Marilyn Verbits in memory of Judy Kinman’s sister, Mildred 
Stephen Platt and Robin Schaufler in memory of Mildred Zitt sister of Judy Kinman. 
 
Torah  Fund 
The Blechner‐Pragman family in memory of Marianne Friedenberg, beloved mother and grandmother of the Friedman fam‐
ily. May her memory be a blessing and comfort to you and your family. 
The Blechner‐Pragman family in memory of Charlotte Wasser, beloved mother and grandmother of the Wasser family. May 
her memory be a blessing and comfort to you and your family. 
The Blechner‐Pragman family in memory of Caroline Schlam, beloved mother of the Mark Schlam. May her memory be a 
blessing and comfort to you and your family. 
 

Giving Tuesday – Greening of BI 
Josh and Jennifer Waterston 
Mark Rosenberg and Kathleen Smith‐Rosenberg 
Larrye and Pamela Loss 
Emma Lefkowitz 
Rabbi Nathan Martin and Abigail Weinberg 
Lynn and David Cashell 
Heidi and Stephen Carp 
Shawn, Alex and Kimberly Dresner 
Andrew Coleman and Merdie Gilmore

Your generous support not only enables Beth Israel to provide a robust variety of programs that foster the spiritual needs of our commu‐
nity, your support also  enhances our ability to bring about tikkun olam through our social action initiatives. Your generosity is appreciated 
now more than ever. Please consider honoring a friend or a loved one through a contribution to any of our designated funds.
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Another Year of Continued Food Service at the Life Center Shelter 
The Social Action Committee completed its 2021 commitment with 4 Food Services delivered to the residents of the Life 
Center shelter in Upper Darby. We’ve done this work without interruption since 1995, making and taking untold thousands 
of meals for the homeless and hungry at the edge of West Philadelphia. It’s also worth noting that some of the folks who 
started that work back then are still cooking, and hoping to go back in person to serve the wider community, once health is‐
sues are behind us.  
 
BI Food Drives: A Cornucopia of Generosity 
Thanks to the incredibly generous members of our synagogue, the Social Action committee was able to gather donations of 
literally thousands of pounds of non‐perishable food for the Media Food Bank. Multiple drives around Passover and the 
High Holidays resulted in many, many carloads of food. Most of the work was shouldered by SAC member Ala Hamilton 
Day, whose emotional appeals for donations are distinctively tailored to the season, while keeping our focus on the ongo‐
ing, urgent needs in the community.  
 
Chester Eastside Tutoring Report 
Social Action members and others continue to tutor and support the students of the Chester Eastside Out of School Time 
Program. Louis Friedler, Beth Israel liaison, reports: 
•  We have 9 active coaches/tutors and another who will start soon. 
•   Additional online coaches/tutors are needed. CEI is looking for adults (must be 18) who are comfortable with Zoom (or 
Google Meets) and would be available 1.5 hours per week. The perfect coach would already have child clearances, but Louis 
anyone without clearances take care of that quickly. There is a special need for potential coaches who speak Spanish. 
•    There are also tutors from Widener University and Swarthmore College, who started in October. 
 
Continued Support for CEI Instruction  
Faced with multiple challenges to funding and operations, Chester Eastside turned to Beth Israel, its educational partner,  
for critical funding of two initiatives. SAC provided funding for two ZOOM licenses so that online tutoring and coaching 
could continue during the pandemic.  And, SAC supplied funding for the Camp Phoenix program to take summer students 
on a guided tour field trip to the Barnes Foundation in Philadelphia.  
 
November 5th Tikkun Olam Shabbat  
On a related evening, the Social Action Committee welcomed Tamara Fox and Dr. Gary Davis of ChesPenn Health Services 
to our Friday night service. They presented on the work they do with mothers, children and families.  BI members Rae 
Roeder and Karen Vesely, both members of the ChesPenn board of directors, spoke about their work at ChesPenn and the 
importance of the clinics to their local communities. 
 
MLK Day and Knitting Projects 
The knitters, crocheters, and users of the loom were again at work in 2021. The annual MLK Day meeting was held on 
Zoom, where we met Emalie Clamage of Jewish Family and Children’s Services, and Margie Rosenberg, the head of their 
Knitting with a Mission. We were introduced to Our Closet, which collects clothing, including our handmade items, for pop‐
up closets, held throughout the Philadelphia area to help those in need of clothing (see OurClosetPA.org). Hats, scarves and 
other warm items have been donated to Our Closet by our members, and knitted squares have been delivered to Knitting 
with a Mission member Trudy Honigman, who transformed them into blankets for those in need. Our hatmakers also made 
more than 60 warm hats for the Social Action project, A Better Start for Babies.  
 
Tee Shirt Memorial to the Lost 
A diverse team of BI members set up the Tee Shirt Memorial to the Lost on October 3rd. We had an early team of Adam 
Nichols, Harry Chen, Elaine Feldman and John Greenstine, establishing the grid to set the shirts. At 12:15 Janet Ciampa and 
Judy Luzak of Heeding God's Call met us at BI with the materials. Our team included Hebrew Schoolers Lauren and Maya 
DeCamp, and their father Matt, Lynn Cashell, Rabbi Nathan, Judy Kinman, Lois Deutsch, Julie Mayer, Elaine Wasekanes, 
Keith Mason and Carolyn Byrd, Shawn Dresner, Nancy Blank and Jane Laffend. We wrapped the setup with 232 shirts on dis‐
play. It was a meditative exercise; there was joy in the work, but the symbolism of the memorial is never far away. 
 
High Holidays Honey Sale 
SAC had one of its most successful honey sales, with 421 bottles sold to 52 congregants and friends of BI. This funded many 
efforts, including our help for Chester Eastside on several important issues. 

http:// OurClosetPA.org
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A Better Start for Babies Success in 2021 
Each month, approximately 25 mothers and newborn children receive medical care at ChesPenn, a Federally Qualified 
Health Center in Chester. Many of these families are in dire need of basic supplies for their newborns, from diapers to 
clothing. 
 
Working with the pediatricians at ChesPenn to focus on the 10 most needed baby items, the Social Action Committee of 
Congregation Beth Israel of Media has just successfully wrapped up its “A Better Start for Babies” project, which gath‐
ered donations from the public and the Beth Israel community. 
 
In 2020, 30 sets of were donated. This year, 60 sets were gathered; each set of items valued at over $100, and more are 
planned. Packaged in colorful bags, the donations were transported on December 14th to the ChesPenn administration 
building in Woodlynn, PA. 
 
The team included Julie Mayer, Judy Kinman, Carol Briselli, and Susan Klein.  

from Left to Right 
Bridget Van Sant, Patient Education Coordinator, ChesPenn, moves donated gift bags. 
Dr. Gary Davis, President and CEO of ChesPenn Health Services. 
 L‐R, Judy Kinman of Beth Israel, Tamara Fox of ChesPenn, Carol Briselli  of Beth Israel and Dr. Gary Davis of ChesPenn  
underneath: Gift bags donated by Congregation Beth Israel of Media 
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On December 5 BI teamed up with The Creative Livingroom to offer a creative movement workshop for children ages 2 to 10. 
Lisa Oster from TCL led two sessions in which  the kids danced and acted out the story of four children who each celebrate 
different winter‐time holidays: Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanza and Diwali. We had 17 children participate in one of two ses‐
sions, and they and their parents had a great time. I’m between sessions they had fun decorating a craft and a noshing on a 
healthy snack.  We will continue the partnership with The Creative Livingroom in the new year. Stay tuned for details about a 
“tree yoga” session for Tu B’Shevat in January! 
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On December 5, we had Mitzvah Mall! This year we focused on tzedekah as a function of bringing more tzedek, justice, into 
the world. We wanted our students to walk away understanding how they can be tzaddiks, justice makers, and what they 
can contribute towards important causes facing us today. Each class spent Mitzvah Mall rotating between three stations 
highlighting a different social justice cause: Immigration Reform, Climate Justice, and Food Insecurity.  
 
At the Immigration Reform station, we were extremely lucky to welcome Mohammad Sadiq Sadeed, a member of the staff 
at HIAS Pennsylvania, and his family. They shared their story of coming to the US from Afghanistan, and we compared and 
contrasted our different cultures. 
 
During the Climate Justice station, Aya talked to us about the climate crisis and how it disproporitonately impacts commu‐
nities of color and low‐income communities. We then wrote letters to our senator. 
 
At the Food Insecurity station, Lynn Cashell talked to us about the food services the Social Action committee organizes and 
how we can help those with food insecurity. Our younger students talked about what families get when they go to a food 
bank and made decorations to put on the canned food items we collected to let recipients know others are thinking of 
them. With the older students Lynn walked them through a budgeting exercise to see what they could do with the amount 
of money a family of four might receive when they are on food stamps. 
 
Overall, Mitzvah Mall was a special day where, during Hanukkah, our students had the opportunity to learn more about how 
they can participate in these causes and bring more light into our world. 

PEOPLE LOVE DEAD JEWS. LIVING JEWS, NOT SO MUCH.  
This distrubing idea was suggested by an incident in 2018 at the Anne Frank House...when a 
young employee ...tried to wear his yarmulke to work, his employers told him to hide it 
under a baseball cap.  The museum’s goal was “neutrality,” one spokesperson explained to 
the British newspaper Daily Mail, and a live Jew in a yarmulke might “interfere”with the  
museum’s “independent position.” The museum finally relented after deliberating for four 
months, which seems like a rather long time for the Anne Frank House to ponder whether 
it was a good idea to force a Jew into hiding.

an excerpt...

ONE BOOK ONE JEWISH COMMUNITY.  
See page 6 for news about an event with the author. Stay tuned for news about a BI discussion of this book
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PURIM BEGINS MARCH 16, 2022. 
 

The Mitzvah of giving “Purim Baskets” is mentioned in the Book of Esther and asks the Jewish peo-
ple to observe the days of Purim "as days of feasting and gladness, and sending portions of food to 
one another.” Sending Mishloach Manot (Purim Gift Baskets) has also evolved into a fundraising  
tradition. Here at Beth Israel we help you observe this Mitzvah.  
 
Please participate in the mitzvah and ancient tradition of Mishloach Manot as we celebrate Purim this 
year. As always, each family will receive 1 bag as a gift from the congregation, whether or not that 
family donated to others. The bags include a greeting listing the names of all of the senders who 
thought of you and contributed toward the gift. The deadline to order Mishloach Manot for your 
friends, family and community is February 28, 2022. 
 
Ordering your Mishloach Manot is easy-simply follow these steps: 
To order: Complete the form on page 15. To help us prepare the  
correct number of bags, please let us know whether 
you do or do not wish a bag prepared for you.  
 
Donation: $400.00 to send to all BI members and staff 
(no price increase from last year. A bargain!).  $5.00 per 
bag with a minimum of 3 bags; $5.00 per bag for  
reciprocity (If someone has put their name on your bag, 
but they were not on your original list, they will not 
know).$15.00 to give to a non-member (does not include 
postage-you pick up the bag and send it.) 
 
Deadline: Orders (please make checks payable to Beth Israel) must be received at the Beth Israel office 
by February 28, 2022. You may also pay online at www.bethisraelmedia.org 
 
Bags will be available for pickup at the synagogue Wednesday, March 16, 2022 through Wednesday, 
March 23. After March 27, the remaining bags will be donated to charity. Please join us in observing 
this lovely and meaningful Purim tradition. Your support is needed and appreciated for the health 
and continued future of the Beth Israel community.  
 
OUR GOAL IS 100% PARTICIPATION 

 
Stay tuned for information 

 about this year’s Purim Shpiel.  
It will be on Wednesday March 16. 
We just don’t know where or how.

http://www.bethisraelmedia.org 
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To Send Shalach Manot Gift BagS 
Fill out the form, PAY ONLINE OR BY CHECK BUT send THIS ORDER FORM to:   
Congregation Beth Israel 542 New Middletown Rd. Media, PA 19063 

Purim begins march 16, 2022.  
Deadline for ORDERING Shalach Manot Bags is February 28, 2022. 

Please Order Now! 
Your Name: 
YOUR NAME AS IT SHOULD APPEAR TO RECIPIENTS: 
 
Address: 

Phone: 
E-mail: 

 
PRICe 
• $5.00 for each individual/family or staff member (Minimum of 3 Gift Bags) 
• $5.00 for each reciprocity. 
• $400 to send to the entire Congregation. 
• $15 for each non-member recipient. 

 
Names of Recipients     IF  

NON-
MEMBER   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
I Choose To Send To All Members And Staff At $400  Check Here       
My Total Number of Non-Members at $15 each is                                                # 
Please Include Me In Reciprocity And Bill Me Separately Check Here        
I want and will pick up a bag made for me   I Do NOT Want a bag    

TOTAL ENCLOSED or paid online( $             )  

 

If there are more recipients please continue on the back of this page. 
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Please be sure to support our advertisers 
and let them know that you learned about 
them from The Israelight

Exton • Newtown Square  
BenariJewelers.com

BETTER BRANDS. BETTER VALUE. 
BETTER SERVICE.
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GROCERY CARDS ARE IN STOCK AT BETH ISRAEL — YES! 
I shop at Acme or Giant and I’m happy to purchase gift 
cards through BI! (for every card purchased, BI receives $5 ‐ 
it adds up and makes a difference!) Let Diane know if you’d 
like to purchas some. Phone 610‐566‐4645 or send her  an 
email: diane_longenecker@bethisraelmedia.org

 
Please remember to donate personal care items 
and toiletries for the homeless shelters and the 
Community Action Agency.  
The collection box is on the main floor, under the 
coat rack.  Thank you.  

Then Miriam the prophet, Aaron’s sister, took a 
timbrel in her hand, and all the women went out 

after her in dance with timbrels.Exodus 15:20 
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