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 January 3 harvest of  kale, beets, swiss chard, collard greens, and brussel sprouts from the garden beds at Beth Israel. David 
Cashell showed off the still-productive gardens, even with the weekend snowstorm closing in. He was headed to the Media Food 
Bank, where the requests for fresh vegetables always exceed the supply.  



Friends, as we find ourselves wintering down, 
I am reminded of William Carlos Williams 
poem, Winter Trees 
 
All the complicated details  
of the attiring and  
the disattiring are completed!  
A liquid moon  
moves gently among  
the long branches.  
Thus having prepared their buds  
against a sure winter  
the wise trees  
stand sleeping in the cold. 
 

May we, in this moment between Tu B’shvat and Purim, allow 
ourselves the wisdom of rest and renewal, remembering that 
the buds of our creativity are ready to emerge. And may we also 
appreciate the beauty of the starker landscapes around us, re‐
membering that these too, are blessings. 

Jewish Wisdom  
  
Which Jewish texts, prayers or prac‐
tices sustain you through the chal‐
lenges of life?  One verse that speaks 
to me at this time comes from Micah, 
one of the Nevi’im (Prophets), who 
lived in a time of great upheaval and 
sorrow. The words that I’m about to 
share are some of the most oft‐

quoted in prophetic literature.  The verse was consid‐
ered by some as summing up the essence of all the 
Mitzvot. 
The Hebrew text can translate as follows:   

God has told you, mortal, what is good, and what the 
Lord demands of you; only to do justice, to love lov‐
ing‐kindness, and to walk modestly with your God.  

ָוֹהְי־המָוּ בוֹטּ֑־המַ םדָ֖אָ ךְָ֛ל דיגִּ֥הִח   יכִּ֣ ךָ֗מְּמִ שׁרֵ֣וֹדּ ה֞
 תכֶלֶ֖ עַנֵ֥צְהְַו דסֶחֶ֔ תבַהֲאְַ֣ו ט֙פָּשְׁמִ תוֹשׂ֚עֲ־םאִ

ךָיֽהֶלֹאֱ־םעִ   
When I read this text, it helps me set constructive inten‐
tions for my day. Love loving‐kindness is a reminder to 
use each day as an opportunity to practice chesed – to 
practice loving‐kindness, through action.  We know that 
whether we are the receivers of, witnesses to or the  
bestowers of  loving‐kindness ‐  savoring these actions 
uplifts our own spirits and is a path to tikkun olam –re‐
pairing the world. Acts of kindness create caring rela‐
tionships, a building block to creating a just world.  
Doing justice, seeking justice, pursuing justice – these 
are Jewish values. We know that. But at a simpler level 
this instruction is to reach up to our higher angels at all 
times and to do the right thing, even when we might be 
tempted to go a simpler route. It is about the choices 
that we make and the opportunities that we seek that 
contribute to a more just world.  
Walking modestly or humbly with God is an interesting 
instruction. What does it mean to you?  A colleague sug‐
gested that we translate this phrase as “Walk humbly 
with your Source.”  Each of us can determine what we 
understand to be our Source, be it God, our ancestors or 
our highest principles.  The point is that we walk humbly 
with that which connects us to something greater so 
that we see our place in the world. For me, it is a  
reminder that eternity is so much greater than this mo‐
ment, especially when this moment feels impossible.  
When I walk with my Source, with God, I am reminded 
that I need to do my best to contribute to this world in 
this moment but that this world and this moment are 
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vastly bigger than me. I can only do and be but so much. But 
what I do, what I offer, matters.  
Walking modestly for the prophet means walking with eyes 
wide open to the presence of anyone in need, looking to per‐
form acts of mercy, justice, and lovingkindness. I am not a 
prophet, but I can emulate their example. So, I practice loving 
kindness, as best as I can. I set an intention to do justice and 
work to make good choices.  I strive to walk mindfully and 
humbly, taking comfort in the perspective that this affords me.  
I try to forgive myself and others when we, inevitably, fall 
short.  
The past 4 months have been so difficult in our world. As Jews 
we are taught that we should savor joy and blessing and work 
to do good, even in the midst of sorrow. As February ap‐
proaches, as we move toward the joyous Hebrew month of 
Adar, as more light gets in literally and figuratively, I invite you 
to join me in finding the texts, the prayers and the practices 
that broaden your perspective and strengthen you when you 
are weary. May they help you live into and manifest the words 
of Micah. 
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marks HIAS’ Sixth Annual Refugee Shabbat, 

February 3, 2024 
Beth Israel is pleased to participate in Refugee Shabbat and to welcome guest speakers Mohammad Sadiq Sadeed and Vlad 
Cerbov to our Shabbat morning services. 

 Services begin at 9:45 and will be led by Rabbi Linda.    
Our speakers will address the community at 11.     

Kiddush and a Potluck Lunch follow at 11:45.  
(We encourage you to stay for our monthly Torah Treks program, at 12:30, following lunch)    

ABOUT REFUGEE SHABBAT 
 
Refugee Shabbat is an invitation for congregations, organizations, and individuals to express their solidarity with the global 
Jewish movement for refugee protection and welcome. People seeking asylum are being turned away at borders around 
the world. The number of forcibly displaced people has grown to over 110 million. The growing impact of climate change  
exacerbates the effects of violence, conflict, and economic instability on already vulnerable populations. This is a critical 
moment for all of us to reaffirm and redouble our support for refugees, asylum seekers, and the forcibly displaced, and an 
opportunity to step back, reflect, and celebrate the work we have already done.  
ABOUT OUR SPEAKERS 

Vlad Cerbov is the Community Relations  
Manager for Jewish Family Services of Delaware.  Vlad was born in Kishinev, Moldova. When Vlad was 
working for an American non‐profit in Moldova, he became the target of constant harassment and 
threats by his government because of being Jewish, gay, and employed by an American government 
agency. He eventually decided to leave Moldova and seek asylum in the United States. His journey 
first brought him to California, then to Philadelphia, and finally to Delaware where he accepted a job 
with JFS. In Moldova, he represented the international nonprofit agency Medical Teams International 
for three years in the capacity of Country Director.  At JFS, Vlad has been instrumental in helping to 
settle Ukrainian refugees in Delaware, along with refugees from many other countries. He works to 
secure services and find volunteers to work with those who have left their homelands to seek a better 
life in America. 

Mohammad Sadiq Sadeed came to the US in Sep‐
tember 2019 on a Special Immigrant Visa (SIV). For 
the last three years he worked as an Office Man‐
ager for HIAS PA and on January 16th will officially 
join Mighty Writers as a Finance Manager. He is 
also the community leader for Afghans in Philadel‐
phia and New Jersey and as a volunteer board 
member for Heart House. He has worked for more 
than twenty years in key positions with USAID‐US 
Embassy Kabul Afghanistan, Netherlands Em‐
bassy, UN, NGO's and other private companies 
prior to immigrating to the USA.  He was closely 
involved with the city of Philadelphia helping evac‐
uees returning from Afghanistan to Philadelphia 
International Airport and coordinating houses for 
immigrants



Dear Beth Israel Community, 
Have the winter blues got you down, and you don’t have time for a vacation somewhere warm? I have  
the perfect solution for you. Beth Israel is always warm and cozy. There are always friendly faces and fun 
activities in our shul.  Please take a look at some of these events and choose one or more to attend:  
Friday, February 2 ‐ Zoom Shabbat Service 
Saturday, February 3 ‐ In person Shabbat Service: Refugee Shabbat, Potluck Shabbat Lunch, Torah Treks 
Sunday, February 4 ‐ Hebrew School, Mechina Session, Green Torah 
Wednesday, February 7 ‐ Zoom Morning Spiritual Practice 
Thursday, February 8 ‐ FUSE Steering Committee 
Friday, February 9 ‐ Tot Shabbat, Shabbat Service with Special Guest ‐ Koach Baruch Frazier 
Saturday, February 10 ‐ Zoom Shabbat Service 
Sunday, February 11 ‐ Hebrew School, Special Guest ‐ Koach Baruch Frazier, Board of Directors Meeting 
Tuesday, February 13 ‐ FUSE Dinner & Conversation, Israeli Dancing 
Wednesday, February 14 ‐ Zoom Morning Spiritual Practice 
Thursday, February 15 ‐ Mussar 
Friday, February 16 ‐ Zoom Shabbat Service 
Saturday, February 17 ‐ In person Shabbat Service 
Tuesday, February 20 ‐ Membership Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, February 21 ‐ Zoom Morning Spiritual Practice, Beit Midrash: Adult Ed Text Study 
Friday, February 23 ‐ Fourth Friday Shabbat Celebration 
Saturday, February 24 ‐ Zoom Shabbat Service 
Sunday, February 25 ‐ Hebrew School, Gan Session 
Wednesday, February 28 ‐ Zoom Morning Spiritual Practice, SAC Committee Meeting 
Thursday, February 29 ‐ Antiracism Discussion 
 

Now that I have whet your appetite, read throughout this Israelight and/or go to the https://www.bethisraelmedia.org/ for 
more details on these warm and wonderful events. Mark your calendars. I hope to see you at Beth Israel soon. 
Best,  Mark 
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President’s Message: Mark Rosenberg

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President 
     Mark Rosenberg 
Executive VP 
  open 
 VP, Finance   
    Larrye Loss 
 VP, Communications  
     Sea Amundsen     

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Membership         Jackie Gelman, Lynn Cashell 
Hebrew School Education     Lisa Blaskey deCamp, Natalyia Zhukovskaya 
Religious Practice          Daniela Eskenazi ! 
Social Action          John Greenstine 
Adult Education          Marion Hamermesh, Rich Remenick ___ 
Facilities Co‐ordinators:         Elaine Feldman, Ron Romoff 
Immediate Past President:  Emma Lefkowitz 
Council of Past Presidents:  Jennifer Lenway 
MEMBERS AT LARGE:         Marissa Band, Harry Chen, Jeff Golan, Adam Nicol,

                  Jonathan Washington

BI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 

Save the date for the Congregation Retreat! 
May 31st - June 2, 2024 

 
Pendle Hill Retreat Center 

338 Plush Mill Rd., Wallingford, PA 19086  
 

More details coming soon... 

https://www.bethisraelmedia.org/
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How to Reach our Rabbis
By phone:  (610) 566‐4645, choose option 1 if Mikayla does not answer.  A voice message left for either Rabbi will reach them quickly.  
 
By e‐mail:     Rabbi Linda:  ravltp@bethisraelmedia.org Rabbi Nathan: rabbinathan@bethisraelmedia.org 
 
Not sure who’s ‘on’ this weekend?  Check the calendar, easily available at bethisraelmedia.org and on the penultimate page of this Israe‐
light.  Also, each rabbi's e‐mail account responds with a message indicating which rabbi is 'on.' 
 
In cases of a real emergency... 
Senior Rabbi Linda’s and Associate Rabbi Nathan’s home phone numbers can be found in the Member’s Area of our website under How 
to Reach Our Rabbis and in our Directory.  

The Rabbinic Liaison Committee exists in most Reconstructionist communities to ensure the maintenance of a good  
working relationship between the rabbis and the congregation. While congregants are always welcome and encouraged to discuss ques‐
tions or concerns directly with Rabbi Linda or Rabbi Nathan , they may at times feel more comfortable talking to the Rabbinic Liaison 
committee. Issues raised by congregants are discussed confidentially and, when appropriate, are shared with a  Rabbi in a constructive 
manner. To discuss a question or concern with a lay member of the committee please feel free to  contact:  Julian Yates (jyates@udel.edu) 
Deb Erie (debjoerie@gmail.com), Emily Levine (emily@emilysquireslevine.com), or Linda Cohen  (lhc@comcast.net).  

As usual, check your  email for more information and for zoom links.

In Our Community 

REMINDER ‐ PLEASE DON’T PROP OPEN ANY EXTERIOR DOORS AT BETH ISRAEL  
Unfortunately in the world in which we live, it is necessary to consider the security of our building and our congregants.  
When we prop open doors, we expose ourselves to anyone with bad intent. If you do not currently have a fob for entry 
into the building, please contact our Safety and Security chair, Alan Ross, or our administrator, Mikayla Losanowych, to 
get a personalized fob for entry. Please don't prop open any exterior doors or leave the main entrance door in the un‐
locked (orange button) mode at Beth Israel. 

Come dance!  Israeli Dancing at BI taught by Andi and Sharon! February 13  7:00 We will meet the  
2nd Tuesday of every month  from 7:00 to 8:30 in the 
sanctuary. Ring and enter at the main entrance or phone 
Sharon. (RSVP to SharonLKleban@gmail.com; she will 
send  her cell number) 

No partner or experience is needed. The 
evening will include both 
beginner/liturgical dances and inter‐
mediate/ modern dances. Wear com‐
fortable clothes and shoes and bring 

your own water bottle. You may bring 
your own smile or one will be provided 
for you :)   Contact 

andiwallach@gmail.com or  sharonlkleban@gmail.com 
for more information. 
  

Please remember to donate personal care items and toiletries for the homeless shelters and the Community Action Agency. 
The collection box is on the main floor, under the coat rack.  Thank you –  
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See page 7 for more information 
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SPECIAL SHABBAT PROGRAM ‐ FEBRUARY 9 ‐ WELCOME KOACH 
Senior RRC student Koach Baruch Frazier joins Rabbi Linda in leading our commu‐
nity on Friday February 9 at 7:30 in the sanctuary and at Tot Shabbat at 5:45. He will 
also be with Rabbi Linda on Sunday February 11., leading a session for Hebrew 
School parents from 10‐11 . On Friday night, Frazier will speak about how the festi‐
vals, described in the Torah portion, are a path to racial justice. On Sunday morning, 
Frazier will speak on spiritual tools to navigate anxiety and the stress of all that is 
happening in the world. Frazier came to RRC through a circuitous path, before find‐
ing a home in the Reconstructionist movement, like so many. His biography on RJ's 
Evolve website reads as follows: 
 
For a time, Koach Baruch Frazier felt spiritual, but disconnected from religion. That 
all changed after taking a college course on world religions.  Coming out as trans and 
queer was one thing, but coming out as Jewish would be a different kind of experi‐
ence.   Frazier, 42, grew up in an African Methodist Episcopal household in Kansas 
City, Missouri. He went on to earn his bachelor’s degree at Saint Louis University and 
a doctorate in audiology at Central Michigan University.  His career as an activist in‐
cludes participating in the protests that sprung up around Ferguson, Missouri, after 
the fatal shooting of Michael Brown by a police officer in 2014.  Frazier moved to the 
Philadelphia area to enroll in Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in Wyncote, 

where he has been a student since fall 2018. He lives in West Philadelphia and is a member of Kol Tzedek.   Earlier this year, 
Frazier was named an LGBTQ Jewish Hero by Keshet, a national organization working toward the inclusion of LGBTQ Jews 
in Jewish life.

Ante-Racism 
 Coordinating Committee

 

 SAVE THE DATE 
February 13 6:30 

 Dinner & Courageous Conversation 
Topic:  The Ohev Shalom connection to historical Chester race riots 
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Harry Chen has succeeded Louis Friedler as CEI tutoring coordinator. Louis was instrumental is setting up and maintaining 
the successful after‐school tutoring program. Harry will work with Whitney Wright, the new CEI education leader. Harry will 
continue his tutoring and maintain contact with other tutors and CEI staff.  
 
SAC is celebrating the successful Warm Clothing and Coat Collection, run by Natalia Zhukovskaya and her family. Many 
bags of coats and clothing were donated, to be delivered to Chester Eastside and its community closet program. 
 
A Better Start for Babies has launched its 2023‐2024 campaign, with the goal of supplying 200 bags or more of vital baby 
supplies to new mothers at ChesPenn. SAC members Julie Mayer, Judy Kinman, Susan Klein, Carol Briselli and John Greens‐
tine are working with Lisa Karlin of Ohev Shalom’s SAC, a team at Congregation Beth El‐Ner Tamid, and ChesPenn develop‐
ment officer Tamara Fox. Ohev anticipates collecting cash donations, and ChesPenn also conducted its first, dedicated 
fundraising for this project, with over $3000 pledged. ChesPenn will buy items from its donations, and SAC will use the cash 
donations from our members and from Ohev and CBENT to buy the other needed items. The project will extend into 2024.  
 
The Social Action Committee hosted its annual knitting for MLK Day on January 15. Thirteen BI members and guests partici‐
pated chatting and knitting hats for the A Better Start for Babies program and Operation Gratitude, benefiting our military, 
veterans, and first responders.  (All photos John Greenstine and Amy Binder)  See page 13. 
 
Our annual “Gefilte Flicks” movie night will return on Saturday night, February 17 with the screening of “Cinema Sabaya”. 
This Israeli film (Hebrew and Arabic with English subtitles) “tells the story of eight women, Arab and Jewish, who take part 
in a video workshop hosted by a young filmmaker. With each camera take, the group dynamic forces the women to chal‐
lenge their beliefs as they get to know one other.” Louis Friedler will lead the discussion before and after the film.   
 
SAC supported the screening of the film “13th” on January 13, led by the Anti‐Racism Coordinating Committee.  
 
SAC will participate with Rabbi Linda in the February 3  Refugee Shabbat.. 

LEADERSHIP MEETING SUNDAY JANUARY 28, 10:00 

Have you ever wondered why anyone would volunteer to join, let alone lead, a group like the Board of  
Directors of a synagogue? In this meeting, we will delve into the experiences of several current and former  
board leaders, hoping to inspire you to consider taking on a 
leadership role at Beth Israel.   
It’s important to recognize that it's not the leader's 
responsibility to have all the solutions. Instead, a 
successful BI leader facilitates discussion to  
make sure the board or committee thoroughly 
understands the issues and can get to a 
successful solution.   
Happily, Beth Israel offers a unique opportunity to 
grow and lead in an environment where everyone is 
 invested in your success. Also, experienced mentors (former 
leaders) are readily available to guide you. Come and discuss truths, myths  
and possibilities of leadership at Beth Israel. We are looking forward to seeing you on January 28th @10 am.  

Leadership 
from the desks  of the Council of Past Presidents (CPP) 



February 2024 
Shevat/Adar 1 5784

9 Volume 47  No.5

MLK jr Day: Making Hats!
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Mourner Remembering Relationship Yahrzeit 2024 Yahrzeit 5784

Sheldon Bernick Herbert Herbie" Bernick" Brother February 4 25 Shevat

Diana Zelman Arthur Zelman* Father February 5 26 Shevat

Laura Lee Blechner George Blechner Grandfather February 6 27 Shevat

Richard Schuldenfrei Jean Cohen Schuldenfrei Mother February 6 27 Shevat

Margo Zitin Helen Rose Kaufman* Mother February 6 27 Shevat

Frances Vilella‐Velez Frank Vilella Father February 6 27 Shevat

Samuel Starker Nina Starker Mother February 8 29 Shevat

Jerry Feldman Nathaniel Feldman Son February 9 30 Shevat

Lois Deutsch Anne Schwalb Mother February 11 2 Adar I

Samuel Ruby Max Ruby Son February 12 3 Adar

Andrea Wasser Mae Lachman Mother February 13 4 Adar

Randy Tiffany Carol Tiffany Mother February 14 5 Adar I

Mitchell Weiser Herman Weiser Father February 15 6 Adar

Marilyn Drukin Mel Drukin* Husband February 16 7 Adar

Jane Laffend Sylvia Laffend* Mother in law February 17 8 Adar I

Jackie Gelman JoAnn Slate Mother February 19 10 Adar I

Cameron Vanore Charles Wilson (Lob) McNeely Grandfather February 21 12 Adar

David Cashell David Naylor Brother February 21 12 Adar

Amy Strauss Eleanor Strauss Mother February 21 12 Adar

Richard Strauss Eleanor Strauss Wife February 21 12 Adar

*after a name indicates that there is a plaque. Yahrzeit begins at sundown the evening before the date shown.

Katherine Sibley Bill Sibley Father February 22 13 Adar

Deborah Erie Herbert Drill Brother‐in‐law February 24 15 Adar

Me'ira Pitkapaasi Wilma Pitkapaasi Mother‐in‐law February 26 17 Adar

Eve Biskind Klothen Saul S. Biskind Father February 26 17 Adar I

Jennifer Lenway Jonathan Raz* Husband February 26 17 Adar I

Nancy Handwerger Jacob M. Bluestone Father February 27 18 Adar

Sharon Kleban Jacob M. Bluestone Grandfather February 27 18 Adar

Frances Vilella‐Velez Edith Vilella Mother February 27 18 Adar

Jeffrey Golan Edith Vilella Mother‐in‐Law February 27 18 Adar

Continued on page 11
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Donations  
DECEMBER 
Thank You! 

BIMAS 
Peter Bernstein and Ala Hamilton Day  to Reisa Mukamal &Steven Arnold, in honor of the birth of their grandson,  
     Levon Arnold.  
Alisa Herman‐Liu, in memory of Florence Appel, beloved mother/mother‐in‐law of Reisa Mukamal/Steven Arnold.  
     May her memory be a blessing. 
 
Burton J. Cohen Endowment Fund 
Larrye Loss, In memory of Kathe Smith‐Rosenberg. 
Steven Arnold and Reisa Mukamal, in memory of Kathe Smith‐Rosenberg, beloved wife of Mark and beloved mother of 
Douglas, Lara, and Sean. May her memory be for a blessing. 
Lois Drake, In memory of my brother, Burt Cohen, who passed away on 12/11/2015. He was a great brother and a loving  
husband and father, who loved life, worked to make this a better world, and was the strongest person I have known.  
Andrea Wasser, in memory of Florence Appel, mother of Reisa Mukamal and mother‐in‐law of Steven Arnold. 
Andrea Wasser, in memory of my sister, Diane Calmis, mother of Adam Calmis and Lori Appleman. 
Anne and Scott Mondell 
 
Ellie Festival Fund 
Emily Squires and Ronald Levine, in memory of Florence Appel, mother of Reisa Mukamal, mother‐in‐law to Steve Arnold, 
grandmother and great‐grandmother to many loved ones. 
Candy Berlin and Ralph Kaufman, in memory of Kathe Smith‐Rosenberg, beloved wife of Mark Rosenberg. We are so sorry 
for your loss.  
Candy Berlin and Ralph Kaufman, in memory of Florence Appel, beloved mother of Reisa Mukamal mother‐in‐law to Steve 
Arnold, grandmother and great‐grandmother. With our deepest condolences, thinking of you. 
 
General Fund 
Miriam Sigler, in memory of Florence Appel.  
 
Hebrew School Fund 
Randi Raskin‐Nash, In loving memory of Noah Arnold, beloved son, brother and friend. May his memory always be for a 
blessing. Love, Randi, Kevin and Elan. 
Andrew Coleman in memory of Kathe Smith‐Rosenberg, wife of Mark, mother of Sean, Doug and Lara. 
 Continued on page 12

*after a name indicates that there is a plaque. Yahrzeit begins at sundown the evening before the date shown.

February Yahrzeits 
Arnie Schwartz Gertrude Silverstein Aunt February 28 19 Adar

Louis Friedler Mary Friedler Mother February 28 19 Adar

Daniela Eskenazi Ismail Sammy" Rabinovic" Uncle February 28 19 Adar

Nathaniel Ruby Max Ruby Brother February 29 20 Adar

Susannah Ruby Max Ruby Brother February 29 20 Adar

Victoria Ruby Max Ruby Brother February 29 20 Adar

Beth Ruby Max Ruby Son February 29 20 Adar

Samuel Ruby Max Ruby Son February 29 20 Adar

Continued from page 10
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DECEMBER 
Thank You! 

Please be sure to let the Rabbis know when you or someone  in the congregation is in need of a blessing for healing.  

REFUAH SHLEIMAH  There are many in the BI family in need of healing. Our blessings go out to everyone in need 
 of refuah ‐ healing of body and/or healing of spirit. Join us at Shabbat or weekday services where we pray for healing.

Your generous support not only enables Beth Israel to provide a robust variety of programs that foster the spiritual needs of our community, 
your support also  enhances our ability to bring about tikkun olam through our social action initiatives. Your generosity is appreciated now 
more than ever. Please consider honoring a friend or a loved one through a contribution to any of our designated funds.

Condolences 
Reisa Mukamal and family on the passing of her mother, Florence Appel. 
Carol Cowan on the passing of her stepmother, Lori Cowan. 
Everyone in Israel who are mourning the losses of the October 7 attack and its aftermath. 

Rabbis’ Discretionary Fund  
Mikayla Losanowych, in memory of Kathe Smith‐Rosenberg. 
Marilyn Drukin, in loving memory of Kathe, I’ll miss our newly developing friendship. Love to Mark, Sean, Doug, and Lara. 
Miriam Sigler, in memory of Kathe Smith‐Rosenberg, wife of Mark Rosenberg, mother of Sean (Yanling), Doug (Sabrina) &  
     Lara Rosenberg. 
Arlette and Larry Loomis, Dear Rabbi Nathan and Congregation, our wishes for a Happy Chanukah and Holiday Season.  
During these difficult times we all pray together for a peaceful solution. Arlette and Larry Loomis (parents of Jeremy, Jill, 
and Chana Loomis). 
Peter Bernstein and Ala Hamilton‐Day, in memory of Kathy Smith‐Rosenberg, beloved wife of Mark Rosenberg.  
Marilyn Drukin, to Reisa Mukamel in memory of your beloved Mom, Florence Appel. 
Ralph Kaufman and Candy Berlin, to Rabbi Linda and Rabbi Nathan ‐ with appreciation for each of you and for your work on  
     behalf of the community  
Marcia and Steve Plotkin, in memory of Kathe Smith‐Rosenberg, wife of Mark Rosenberg. Our sincere condolences to Mark  
      and his entire family. 
 
For the Chester Children’s Chorus: Jennifer Lenway, Jackie Gelman and Samuel Haber, Jane Laffend, Rabbi Nathan Martin 
and Abigail Weinberg, Marion and Larry Hamermesh, Joyce and Ron Romoff, Jessie and Timothy Mann, Steven Arnold and 
Reisa Mukamal, Harry Chen and Andrea Apter Chen, in memory of beloved cousin of Andrea Apter, beloved wife of Shelden 
Radin, and mother to Sari, Naomi and Sam. 
 
Social Action Committee Fund 
Jean Fleschute, In honor of Eugene Kroch’s Yahrzeit. 
For the A Better Start For Babies Drive: Joseph Dagostino and Tracy Callahan, Cheryl Prince, Tom Thompson, Arthur and 
Betty Thompson, Mark Rosenberg, Robert Greenstine, Karen Vesely, Peter Bernstein and Ala Hamilton‐Day, Jennifer and 
Joshua Waterston, Alicia Curran, Linda Cohen, Kathy Hunn, Louis Friedler and Arlene Lishinsky, Anne and Scott Mondell, 
Rosie Binder, Andrea Apter and Harry Chen, Congregation Ohev Shalom 

Continued from  page 11
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FIRST SATURDAY MORNINGS   
February 3   Rabbi Helen Plotkin     Abravanel  

 
9:45 Services 11:45  Kiddush & potluck lunch  Torah Treks 12:30 – 2:00   
Each program is independent. Come for all the sessions or attend 
selectively.  There is no charge for lunch or the study sessions and 
RSVPs are not necessary.  Whether you are able to attend services 
or not, whether or not  you are able to contribute to the pot-luck, 
whether or not you’ve engaged the texts before, you are welcome 
to come for lunch & study.  Streaming will be available.   
Teachers and topics TBA

TORAH TREKS
First Saturday 

November - May 

What do our modern and contemporary  
commentators say about the three pillars  
Creation, Redemption, and Revelation?

BEIT MIDRASH -  Text Study with a teacher and a study partner (bring one or find one there.) 
   February 21              7:30 - 9:30       3rd Wednesdays  October - May    
Once a month we’ll get together in the sanctuary for some old fashioned learning on contemporary issues. Our rabbinic  
intern, Nora Chernov, will be the main teacher but our Rabbis and members of our congregation will also teach. Follow-
ing some introductory remarks, we’ll sit and study with a chevruta (study partner), exploring translations of fascinating 
and relevant texts. If there are topics or texts that you’d like to explore, please send ideas to R. Linda, Nora Chernov, or 
Marion Hamermesh.   
 

The Torah of Now: Challenge and Response 
tba Israel, anti- semitism 
What guidance does Jewish tradition give us for thinking about some of today’s most difficult issues? Stay tuned to hear 
about selected Friday night services that will include a speaker and discussion that will bring wisdom to our understand-
ing of a challenge of contemporary life. 

Are you interested in helping to plan and imple-
ment Adult Ed at BI?  Please contact 

marion@hamermesh.com

Learning with Rabbi Richard Hirsh   SAVE THE DATES!  March 7, 14, & 21  7:00 - 8:30 on Zoom 
The Book of Ruth is among the briefest books of the Bible. Its complex and nuanced story opens up many concepts 
with which contemporary Jewish spiritual life continues to engage:  

the place of the voices of women;  the diverse constructions of "family";  
the cultivation of ethical qualities;  boundary-crossing identities, ethnic and religious; 
the ways in which "the Other" is viewed;  joining the Jewish people, and questions of conversion.  

In this three-session study, we will read through the entire Book of Ruth together, exploring how the story unfolds and con-
tinues to speak to contemporary Jewish life. 

The Adult Education Committee supports the work of the Anti-Racism  
Co-ordinating Committee and the Beth Israel Green Torah Group  

In the Senior Rabbi’s Study  Mussar (closed group but... interested? Please contact Rabbi Linda for more information) 
The 3rd Thursday of each month September - June

http://ravltp@bethisraelmedia.org
http://nora.chernov@bethisraelmedia.org
http://marion@hamermesh.com
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Purim is approaching, which means it is time for our Shalach Manot Gift Bag Program! The Mitzvah of giving Purim bags is 
mentioned in the Book of Esther and asks the Jewish people to observe Purim "as days of feasting and gladness, and send‐
ing portions of food to one another.” Sending Mishloach Manot (Purim Gift Bags) has also evolved into a fundraising tradi‐
tion. Here at Beth Israel, we help you to join in this Mitzvah. Each family will receive one bag as a gift from the 
congregation, whether or not that family actively participated in this program.  
You can honor fellow congregants by donating $5 for each congregant/family you wish to honor; your name will then be 
listed in the letter that will accompany that household’s gift bag. If a gift bag is requested for a non‐congregant recipient, 
the cost is $15 per bag (which will need to be picked up by the purchaser). A donation of $400 will send your Purim greetings 
to all members of Beth Israel, including the staff. Accompanying each BI family’s bag will be a listing of those who honored 
them. The listing is provided in an envelope addressed to each household in the congregation. You will be asked to take your 
envelope, which includes this listing, when you pick up your shalach manot gift bag.  
There is a way to ensure that you honor those who honor you (other than by sending greetings to everyone): Sign up for 
“reciprocity”. Your name will be listed on the letters of all those who honored you. You will then be billed for those listings, at 
$5 per listing, after Purim.  
Both the form and payment are available online: you may complete the Shalach Manot order form by following this link. If 
you have any issues with this link, you can go to bethisraelmedia.org and log in; then, hover over the “Donations” tab, and 
select “Purim Bags 2024 (Shalach Manot)”.  
Alternatively, you may complete the attached form and send it to Mikayla via email (mikayla.losanowych@bethisraelme‐
dia.org) or by mailing it to her at Beth Israel, 542 S. New Middletown Road, Media, PA 19063. You can make payment di‐
rectly on our website or include a check with your mailed form. Be sure to note SHALACH MANOT 2024 on the memo line 
of your check. The deadline for submitting the form is Saturday, March 9.  
Shalach Manot bags will be available at the megillah reading and Purim shpiel on the evening of Saturday, March 23rd, and 
during the following week. Contact Mikayla for other pickup arrangements.   
Whether or not you choose to participate, a shalach manot gift bag will be available for each member household. Enjoy the 
gift bag, and have a healthy and joyous Purim! 

BE HAPPY  
PURIM IS COMING

 
GROCERY CARDS ARE IN STOCK AT BETH ISRAEL — YES! I 
shop at Acme or Giant and I’m happy to purchase gift cards 
through BI! (for every card purchased, BI receives $5 ‐ it adds 
up and makes a difference!) Let Mikayla know if you’d like to 
purchas some. Phone 610‐566‐4645 or send her  an email: 
mikayla.losanowych@bethisraelmedia.org

HOLLYWOOD LANDSCAPING 

610-517-5398    KelleyJohnA@aol.com 
 

Lawncare Treatment  

Garden and Landscape Design 

Planting, Seasonal Cleanup 

See page 15 for order form

See page 15 for order form
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To Honor Fellow Congregants 
Beth Israel’s Shalach Manot Gift Bag Program 

 
Please complete this form and return, as follows:  

If By Regular Mail: Congregation Beth Israel; Attn: Mikayla Losanowych, 542 S. New 
Middletown Rd. Media, PA 19063 

If By E-Mail: mikayla.losanowych@bethisraelmedia.org 

Deadline for Submitting this Form is March 9, 2024. 
Gift Bags will be available at the Megillah Reading and Purim Spiel on March 23, 2024 

Please Order Now! 
 
Your Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

YOUR NAME AS IT SHOULD APPEAR TO RECIPIENTS: ___________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: __________________________________________________________________________ 

$5.00 for each individual/family or staff member (Minimum of 3 honorees) 
$5.00 for each reciprocity. 
$400 to send to the entire Congregation. 
$15 for each non-member recipient (a gift bag will be available for pickup). 

 
Names of Recipients/Honorees IF NON- 

MEMBER 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

I Choose To  Honor All Members And Staff At $400 Check Here   

Please Include Me In Reciprocity & Bill Me Separately Check Here   

I want and will pick up a bag made for me  I Do NOT Want a bag   

TOTAL ENCLOSED or paid online ($ )  

If there are more recipients, please continue on the back of this page. 

BE HAPPY  
PURIM IS COMING
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Families wish Happy Birthday to the Trees! 
 
We started off 2024 strong, with a Tu B'Shevat‐themed Tot Shabbat on January 9th. Six families gathered on a cold Friday 
night to sing, dance, play and make Happy Birthday cards for the trees. Thanks to all the families who participated, to Aya 
Baron who engaged everyone with a Tu B'Shevat story, Lynn Cashell who prepared dinner and the Garfinkel family who 
brought homemade brownies. Thanks also to Elaine Feldman, Ed Director Alicia DePaolo and Rabbinic intern Nora Chernov 
for their help entertaining the kids. 
 
We will continue to meet for Tot Shabbat the 2nd Friday of each month. Please reach out to Jackie Gelman if you'd like to 
volunteer to help with dinner, crafts, etc. We will also continue to have informal Tot Shabbat events on some Saturday 
mornings. (Check the BI calendar for specific dates) 
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Congregation Beth Israel of Media 
A Reconstructionist Jewish Community 
542 South New Middletown Road 
Media, Pennsylvania 19063‐2240 
Ph. 610‐566‐4645 Fax 610‐566‐2240 
 http://www.bethisraelmedia.org

President 
Senior Rabbi 
Associate Rabbi 
Editor, Content 
Editor, Production 
Editor, Contributions List

Mark Rosenberg 
Linda Potemken 
Nathan Martin 
Sharon Kleban 
Marion Hamermesh 
Mikayla Losanowych

The Israelight is published on the first of each  
secular month. All submissions must be received by the 
editor by the 15th  of the preceding month to guaran‐
tee inclusion. Articles may be submitted by mail to the 
synagogue office or by email to:  

 Israelight@bethisraelmedia.org

Next Issue: March ‐ Deadline: FEBRUARY 7

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Beth Israel is now a member of PA IPL

 http://www.bethisraelmedia.org
https://paipl.us/

