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“It is a Tree of Life for those who 
grasp onto her (Prov. 3:18)” 
 
This month we celebrate the upcom‐
ing holiday of Tu B’shvat, a date that 
was originally used to establish the 
appropriate tithing year for produce 
from fruit trees and that has more re‐
cently evolved into a time when we 

cultivate a broader focus on our connection to the natu‐
ral world and our obligations as Jewish environmental‐
ists. 
 
One of the ritual vehicles we use to help us develop our 
spiritual focus is the Tu B’shvat seder — a kabbalistic 
creation — which is replete with rich metaphors that 
help us connect ways that we experience the divine in 
the world to our inner experience. For example, hard 
shelled fruits associated with the physical world invite 
us to reflect on the ways that we create barriers and 
walls to deeper spiritual experience. 
 
But underlying the many metaphors in the kabbalistic 
Tu B’shvat seder is the idea of the “Tree of Life.” The 
kabbalists understand God to have an aspect deeply 
hidden like a trees roots buried underground, but also 
to have aspects ‐ such as moments that we experience a 
sense of awe in our world ‐ that are more akin to the 
leaves of the tree that we can see and feel. This process 
of experiencing the Divine as a movement from hidden 
to revealed is the process of us experiencing the en‐
counter with different faces of the Divine tree of life. 
 
And, of course, this term of the Tree of Life is the same 
term that we use to describe Torah. (It is also the name 
of the Conservative movement’s 5 books of Torah that 
we use for Torah study). While the tree of life first shows 
up in our creation story, the connection to Torah as a 
tree of life is made more explicitly in the book of 
proverbs where the pursuit of wisdom (i.e. Torah) is val‐
ued most highly above all, something we should all hold 
onto as our most precious pursuit. As the text in 
proverbs notes, Happy is the one who finds wisdom, 
The one who attains understanding…[wisdom’s] value in 
trade is better than silver, its yield, greater than gold…
[wisdom’s] ways are pleasant ways, And all her paths, 
peaceful. It is a tree of life to those who grasp her, And 
whoever holds on to her is happy.  

(Prov. 3:13‐18 excerpted) 
 

On the last Shabbat of this February, we read 
one of my favorite Torah portions, Terumah. 
In these chapters the people become God’s 
partners in the work of creation. This group of 
individuals are transformed into a holy com‐
munity through the work that they do to‐
gether, to build the mishkan, the portable 
sanctuary. It is a compelling story as it raises 
up an important truth:  Community is a place 
with transformative power. It is a place that 

can challenge us to be our best selves and allow us to contribute 
generously to build something for the greater good. It is also a 
place that holds us and comforts us when we are distraught.  
That is what Beth Israel is for many and can be for all.  As you 
read through this newsletter, identify some places where you 
can plug in, participate, contribute or challenge yourself. Find a 
place or an activity where you might find some comfort. May 
this month be a time when all of us shape and are shaped by our 
sacred community.  
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Nathan Martin
It strikes me, that as we enter into our Tu B’shvat holiday this 
year, it is worth delving into this metaphor more deeply. In par‐
ticular I invite us, as we move our way into the new year, to re‐
flect on the following three aspects of Torah/Tree of Life: 
 
•   How can we allow Torah, and more generally, our connection 
to Jewish life and practice, become a source of wisdom that we 
can cultivate and nurture? What do you need to “hold fast to” or 
pursue from Jewish life that allows it to come more alive for 
you, as if it were a living tree to draw nourishment from? 
 
•   How do we “hold fast” to the trees in our world that sustain 
us and give us life? What are ways that we can support and nur‐
ture the flourishing of trees in our world for their own sake but 
also for the sake of helping us to absorb the excess carbon in the 
world? What “Torah” do you want to learn and engage with 
around this and other aspects of our natural world to help you 
stay connected to these issues. 
 
•   And finally, the question of integration: how in the coming 
year can we deepen our connection to the natural world as a 
source of renewal that we then can bring into our communal 
Jewish practice? How can these two trees of life intermingle? 
 
My hope for all is that as we celebrate this holiday of the trees, 
may we each find nourishment from Jewish tradition and our 
connection to nature that is indeed life giving for the months to 
come.

Rabbi Linda Potemken Rabbis’ Note 

Rabbi’s Message
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How to Reach our Rabbis
By phone:  (610) 566‐4645, choose option 1 if Diane does not answer.  A voice message left for either Rabbi will reach them quickly.  
 
By e‐mail:     Rabbi Linda:  ravltp@bethisraelmedia.org Rabbi Nathan: rabbinathan@bethisraelmedia.org 
 
Not sure who’s ‘on’ this weekend?  Check the calendar, easily available at bethisraelmedia.org and on the penultimate page of this Israe‐
light.  Also, each rabbi's e‐mail account responds with a message indicating which rabbi is 'on.' 
 
In cases of a real emergency... 
Senior Rabbi Linda’s and Associate Rabbi Nathan’s home phone numbers can be found in the Member’s Area of our website under How 
to Reach Our Rabbis and in our Directory.  

The Rabbinic Liaison Committee exists in most Reconstructionist communities to ensure the maintenance of a good  
working relationship between the rabbis and the congregation. While congregants are always welcome and encouraged to discuss ques‐
tions or concerns directly with Rabbi Linda or Rabbi Nathan , they may at times feel more comfortable talking to the Rabbinic Liaison 
committee. Issues raised by congregants are discussed confidentially and, when appropriate, are shared with a  Rabbi in a constructive 
manner. To discuss a question or concern with a lay member of the committee please feel free to  contact:  Julian Yates (jyates@udel.edu) 
Deb Erie (debjoerie@gmail.com), Emily Levine (emily@emilysquireslevine.com), or Linda Cohen  (lhc@comcast.net).  

Our Community

NEWS FROM FUSE For more information on FUSE contact Rabbi Linda 
Monday February 6th  7:00 Zoom Link  Meeting ID: 891 5688 1931; Passcode: 997058 
A Conversation with Cory Long from Making A Change Group 
Join the diverse interfaith community across Delco to learn about the important work going on in the Chester Community  
 
Look for an in person FUSE event in the Spring, where we get to know our neighbors in Chester & throughout southern Delco 
 
SAVE MONDAY MARCH 13 AT 7:30 FOR FUSE PRESENTS 

Qualified Charitable Distributions  
Did you Know? 

If you’re 70 ½ and have a traditional Individual Retirement Account ("IRA"), or if you’re 72 or older and you need to take re‐
quired minimum distributions (RMDs) from your traditional IRA, you can avoid paying taxes on  distributions from your IRA 
by donating that money to your favorite charities (so long as it is a Qualified Charitable Distribution).  You just have to be 
sure to follow the rules carefully.  
 
Here's what you need to know:    Normally, a distribution from a traditional IRA is taxable because the account holder didn’t 
pay taxes on the money when the money went into the IRA.  
But account holders aged 70½ or older who make a contribution directly from a traditional IRA to a qualified charity can do‐
nate up to $100,000 without it being considered a taxable distribution. The deduction effectively lowers the donor's ad‐
justed gross income (AGI).  Neither you nor the charity pays taxes on the amount you donated from your IRA. 
To avoid paying taxes on the donation, the donor must follow the IRS rules for Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs).  
Beth Israel is a  qualified 501(c)3 organization. As usual, if you have any questions, consult your tax professional for guid‐
ance.

Beth Israel was grateful to dedicate our recently installed solar panels this past December. It was a lovely event that allowed 
us to truly celebrate this accomplishment. You can find a brief FANTASTIC  3‐minute video summarizing this event at  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Knl0uKJA5x8&t=3s  
Additionally, BI, along with many other Jewish organizations, has become a member of the "Jewish Climate Leadership 
Coalition" where we will join forces with other Jewish organizations together to try to reduce our impact on the climate. 
 
If you are interested in any aspect of our growing synagogue greening work, please be in touch with Rabbi Nathan (rab‐
binathan@bethisraelmedia.org) to explore possibilities! 
 

Sustainability Corner

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89156881931?pwd=VkNBMCtOWFdrYkdxVEp2ZjlZWFlydz09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Knl0uKJA5x8&t=3s
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Dear Beth Israel Community,  
I spotted a wonderful note of commentary in the siddur on a recent Shabbat: 
 

Our tradition tells us that the seventh day was ordained as Shabbat from the day of creation. Yet it 
is we who make the seventh day “a delight.” The world has always been, but we transform it by the 
value we place on it. (David A. Teutsch) 

 
Why did it move me so deeply? Perhaps it inspired hope in my and our collective agency to make life won‐
derful. Or maybe it was the thought that we should be so grateful to God for giving us this life and giving 
us the ability to make it “a delight.” What a power, what a gift! To make the world “a delight”! I love the 
concept of delight in relation to Shabbat ‐ for it is the main part of my week when I stop and reflect on 

time, life, loss, love, the divine. This reflection can get pretty deep, both intellectually and emotionally ‐ but the simple re‐
minder that this one day every week is for delight brings me something quite different than the gravity that prayer and the 
liturgy sometimes lead me to. In everyday life, delight might be in seeing a child laugh, or hearing a lovely melody. The de‐
light of Shabbat has much in common with these experiences but must also include a delight in community, our voices to‐
gether, the beauty of prayer, the wisdom of our tradition, and more. What a delight to share in this tradition with all of you. 
 
 

Board of Directors
President’s Messages:

EMMA LEFKOWITZ

 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President 
     Emma Lefkowitz 
Executive VP 
   Mark Rosenberg 
 VP, Finance   
    Larrye Loss 
 VP, Communications  
      & Community     
     Steve Plotkin     

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Membership         Jackie Gelman, Dina Jacobs 
Hebrew School Education     Lisa Blaskey deCamp, Natalyia Zhukovskaya 
Religious Practice          Larry Hamermesh 
Social Action          John Greenstine, Louis Friedler 
Adult Education          Marion Hamermesh, Rich Remenick ___ 
Facilities Co‐ordinators          Elaine Feldman, Ron Romoff 
Immediate Past President:  Lynn Cashell  
Council of Past Presidents:  Steve Platt 
MEMBERS AT LARGE:         Sea Amundsen, Jeff Golan, Randi Raskin Nash, 

                  Jessie Reagen Mann, Jonathan Washington

BI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

As usual, check your  email for more information and for zoom links.

 FINANCIAL HARDSHIP?   For those of you who may need some assistance for your small business or other financial 
 issues that have arisen from the pandemic, consider consulting the following resources:  The Hebrew Free Loan Society 
of Philadelphia:   https://hflphilly.org/   Grants, loans, other resources: jewishtogether.org  run by the Jewish Federations 
of North America. 

Come dance!  Israeli Dancing at BI taught by Andi and Sharon!   February 14, 7:00 ‐ 8:30pm        
We will meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month  from 7:00 to 8:30 in the sanctuary.  
Ring and enter at the main entrance or phone Sharon. (RSVP to SharonLKleban@gmail.com; she will send  her cell number) 

No partner or experience is needed. The evening will include both beginner/liturgical dances and intermedi‐
ate/ modern dances. Wear comfortable clothes and shoes and bring your own water bottle. You may 
bring your own smile or one will be provided for you :)  

Contact Andi at andiwallach@gmail.com or Sharon at sharonlkleban@gmail.com for 
 more information. 

 https://hflphilly.org/
http://jewishtogether.org
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The Beth Israel Community Seder will be held on 
the second night of 

Passover, Thursday, 
April 6, 2023. It 

will be  a potluck 
seder. Stay 
tuned for a 
signup sheet 
and the time 
of the seder.  
 

We need volun‐
teers to help with 

setting up the food 
and the sanctuary. If 

interested, please contact 
Andy Coleman at ahndroo@aol.com.

Friday, February 10, 7:30pm 
 
Friends, join us for a special 
Shabbat service as we welcome 
Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg as 
she shares readings and reflec‐
tions from her recently published 
book, Let us All Breathe Together.  
 
In Let Us All Breathe Together, 
Rabbi Weinberg offers a thought‐

ful collection of spiritual mes‐
sages, insightful poems, and 
perceptive essays that explore 
ways to unite faith with reality‐
all of which combine to provide 
a valuable guide through the 
uncertainties of turbulent times. 
This book can be an additional 
spiritual tool for us to use to cul‐
tivate resilience in uncertain 
times. As Rabbi Elyse Wechter‐
man notes, " Like a friend ac‐
companying you on a long walk, 
Weinberg’s words ebb and flow as gentle suggestions for 
contemplating where you are, where we are in this vast 
universe of pain, suffering, joy and love." Books will be 
available for purchase at the event.

ARTWORK TO BE DISPLAYED ‐  
One more reason to come to Purim at BI 

 
The artwork of Elizabeth Stone will be displayed and 
sold online and at BI's Purim celebration as a 
fundraiser for Beth Israel's antiracism work.    
Elizabeth Stone was the mother of BI's Bob Stone. 
When Bob passed away in September he left a house 
filled with her paintings. His wish was to sell it and 
thereby share it with our community and also sup‐
port Beth Israel with the proceeds of the sales.  
Watch your email for more information and come to 
BI's Purim festivities to see it in person.   
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Give: Matanot L’evyonim
Nutritious food 

for the food bank

Including, for t
a show and sale

 
 

         
                     

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

         
                     

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Receive Mishloah Manot
Pick up your 
Purim bag

the benefit of BI’s Anti-Racism work, 
e of paintings by Bob Stone’s mother. 

In person
Or streamed 

Come in Costume! 
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This year, we will use traditional & contemporary commentary to study the Parshat 
HaShavua (portion of the week) with an accent on learning how Jews learn.  
Inspired by John Dewey who wrote:  Perhaps the greatest of all pedagogical fallacies... 
is the notion that a person learns only the particular thing he is studying at the time, 
this year’s Torah Treks teachers have been asked to be transparent about the styles 
of Jewish text study they are offering because these different ways of engaging with 
a text are central to who we are as Jews. 

TORAH TREKS:TORAH TREKS:  

HineniHineni

February 18        Parshat Mishpatim Aya Baron 
 

Adult Education

Please check your email for the modules that are delivered to your inbox.   
Each module includes a Jewish text, an antiracism resource and several 
questions to contemplate.  The material is sent for you to explore at your 
convenience.  The community will then gather on zoom for a discussion of 
the module, 7-9 days after you first receive it.   
 

Wednesday February 8  7:30  with Rabbi Linda and Julie Mayer   
A discussion of Baratunde Thurston's Ted Talk  How to Deconstruct Racism, One Headline at a Time 

 

ANTIRACISM DISCUSSIONS THE EXPLORATIONS CONTINUE  

Journey Through Judaism –  Once a month at 7:30 on Zoom  
with Aya Baron  Wednesday February 22.

 
Monthly through May 2023, in the sanctuary, on Shabbat mornings at 11:00, 
 following an abbreviated service.  

Tuesdays February 14, 28  7:30 pm 
 
Metaphors For God,  with Rabbi Linda 
A study of God Is Here:  Reimagining the Divine by Rabbi Toba Spitzer  
Tuesday nights at 7:30 on Zoom: December 6 
     This class is for participants who will commit to reading the assigned chapters 
     before each class and attending a majority of the sessions.  
     This class is open to all who participated in December and all who are interested in joining    
     as we open for 3 more sessions 
 
Books may be purchased through Beth Israel. (& are available as e-books on Kobo & Kindle)

See page 7 for learnings with the Richards - Rabbi Hirsh and Remenick 
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In Jewish Education, the way we learn is as important as what we learn. Beth Israel’s adult education program this 
year is bringing attention not just to the topics we are studying, but to what is specifically Jewish about the way we 
study.  
 
Maybe many of us think of study as occurring in lonely alcoves of hushed university libraries, where solitary stu-
dents might even be sporting earbuds! How different was the buzz and clamor of the old beit midrash (house of 
study) where students in groups read and interpreted the texts aloud, and even argued over their competing inter-
pretations! No earbuds in the beit midrash! 
 
In the Jewish tradition, the study of texts is not just the accumulation of wisdom to be stored in our heads, like fur-
niture in an attic, but the active affirmation and building of our relationships with each other and of our Jewish 
community. Please come and engage in this exciting and dynamic task by participating in our future offerings. No 
earbuds required!

SAVE THE DATES:  
Awe and Intimacy in Jewish Tradition 

Learning  on ZOOM with Rabbi Richard Hirsh 
March, 7, 14, 21 at 7:30  

 
Jewish tradition embraces a continuum of experience, from the internal and intimate to the external and overpowering. 
While these have often been presented as oppositional (example: the "cathedral synagogue" vs. the living-room havura), they 
can also be approached as complementary. 
 
We will explore the dynamics of awe and intimacy in Jewish ritual and liturgical practice; in Jewish spiritual tradition, including 
conceptions of God; and in the realm of Jewish moral-ethical imperatives, with attention to the collective demands of the 
prophets and the interior cultivation of the mussar tradition. 
 

from the pen of Richard Remenick
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wish WeJew Wiisdom for

Life’ss Great Question
A L E A R N

Gather for a new kind of 
conversation – one where 
we answer life’s toughest 
questions. Over the course 
of ten sessions, you will 
investigate the big issues of 
today with local clergy and 
your cohort. 

Open to all, this course is designed 
for young professionals, interfaith 
couples, those raising Jewish 
children spiritual seekers
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children, spiritual seekers, 
individuals considering conversion, 
and anyone curious about Judaism.
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program will be completely virtual
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n Beth Israel of Media  •  Congregation Ohev Shalom
esley Enhanced Living - Main Line 

wishphillyes – sign up at je y..org/learn

  

  

 

 

 

ah  •  Tom T
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ACILITFA TAATTORS FROM:
Congregation Beth El – N Taamid  •  Congregation
Mek Toor Teemple Sholom in Broomall  •  We

Delaware County Kehillah
Center City Kehillah

with R Linda, R Nathan, & R Helen



Hebrew School

The Hebrew School is collecting shoes!    Not sure what to do with those extra shoes in your house? We are collecting all 
shoes with a sole. Nothing torn or with holes. Sneakers, loafers, heels, dress shoes, slippers with a sole, sandals, flip flops, 
crocs, etc.  Not only will this keep them out of landfills, but the organization then cleans them and sends them to micro‐en‐
trepreneurs in developing countries to provide them with inventory to sell to make a living wage for themselves and their 
families. We think this is a great way to raise money for our kids and help you clean out your closet!  
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*after a name indicates that there is a plaque. Yahrzeit begins at sundown the evening before the date shown.

Yahrzeits 

Mourner Remembering Relationship Yahrzeit 2023 Yahrzeit 5783
Marilyn Verbits David Jay Verbits* Brother February 01 10 Shevat

Rae Roeder E. Nathan Jacobs* Father February 02 11 Shevat
Lauri Mansky Maxwell Salzman Grandfather February 02 11 Shevat

Jonathan Krinick Eugene Krinick Father February 02 11 Shevat
Elaine Wasekanes Joseph Wasekanes Sibling‐in‐law February 02 11 Shevat

Ronald Levine Miriam Levine Mother February 02 11 Shevat
Steven Goldfield Sylvia Goldfield Mother February 02 11 Shevat
Marilyn Verbits Ruth Verbits* Mother February 04 13 Shevat

Leah Davidson Wolf Shirley Wolf Grandmother February 04 13 Shevat
Allen Wolf Shirley Poriles Wolf Mother February 04 13 Shevat

Judi Davidson Wolf Shirley Poriles Wolf Mother‐in‐law February 04 13 Shevat
Peter Bernstein Helen Bernstein* Mother February 06 15 Shevat

Stuart Isaacs Judith Yvette Isaacs* Mother February 07 16 Shevat
Barry Gross Bill Gross Father February 08 17 Shevat

Eleanor Skale Stephen H. Skale* Brother February 09 18 Shevat
Ms. Amy Binder Evelyn Ann Binder Mother February 09 18 Shevat
John Greenstine Evelyn Ann Binder Mother‐In‐Law February 09 18 Shevat

Jane Laffend Edward Laffend* Father in law February 12 21 Shevat
Sharon Kleban Ida K. Bluestone Grandmother February 12 21 Shevat

Nancy Handwerger Ida K. Bluestone Mother February 12 21 Shevat
Sheldon Bernick Herbert Herbie" Bernick" Brother February 16 25 Shevat

Diana Zelman Arthur Zelman* Father February 17 26 Shevat
Laura Lee Blechner George Blechner Grandfather February 18 27 Shevat

Richard Schuldenfrei Jean Cohen Schuldenfrei Mother February 18 27 Shevat
Margo Zitin Helen Rose Kaufman* Mother February 18 27 Shevat

Frances Vilella‐Velez Frank Vilella Father February 18 27 Shevat
Jerry Feldman Nathaniel Feldman Son February 21 30 Shevat
Lois Deutsch Anne Schwalb Mother February 22 1 Adar I

Andrew Weiner Selma Weiner Mother February 22 1 Adar II
Samuel Ruby Max Ruby Son February 24 3 Adar

Randi Raskin Nash Samuel Raskin* Father February 24 3 Adar II
Andrea Wasser Mae Lachman Mother February 25 4 Adar
Randy Tiffany Carol Tiffany Mother February 26 5 Adar I

Mitchell Weiser Herman Weiser Father February 27 6 Adar
Larry Hamermesh Madeline Hamermesh Mother February 27 6 Adar II

Marilyn Drukin Mel Drukin* Husband February 28 7 Adar

Condolences: 
The Raskin Nash family on the passing of Myrtle Nash 
Kim Dumoff and her family on the passing of Kim's sister Michele Slotnick 
Harry Chen & Andrea Apter on the passing of Harry's sister, Victoria Britton 
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General Fund 
Jennifer Lenway in honor of Deenie ‐ for all that she did for and with BI. 
Kimberly Dumoff  
Jane Laffend in memory of Robert Stone. 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Rabbi Linda Potemken 
Susan Klein & Stuart Pittel in memory of Deenie Block. 
Heidi & Stephen Carp  
Deborah Erie & Lynora Underwood in memory of Deenie Block, beloved wife of Rich Block. 
Kimberly Dumoff  
Scott Wynn in memory of Bob Stone. 
 
Golden Book Fund 
Heidi & Stephen Carp . 
Candy Berlin and Ralph Kaufman in honor of Bob Stone’s life and with warm memories of his spirit; 
Candy Berlin and Ralph Kaufman in memory of dearest Deenie Block, beloved wife of Rich Block. Sending our deepest  
     condolences. 
 
BIMAS Fund 
Sheldon and Penny Bernick in memory of Deenie Block,  
     beloved wife of Richard. Sincere condolences. 
Kimberly Dumoff  
 
Burton J. Cohen Endowment Fund 
Andrea Wasser 
 
Capital Campaign 
Kimberly Dumoff  
 
Social Action Fund 
The Cleary Family in memory of our next‐door neighbor, Dr. Robert Stone. 
 
Torah Fund 
Laura Lee Blechner in memory of Bob Stone. His kind and steady presence will be missed. May his memory be a blessing. 
Laura Lee Blechner in memory of Eugene Kroch, beloved father of the Kroch‐Fleschute family. May his memory be a bless‐ 
     ing to you and your family. 
Laura Lee Blechner in memory of Dr. John Spitzer, beloved father of Juliet Spitzer and Phil Wachs. May his memory be a  
     blessing and comfort to you and your family.  

Donations Received 
 in SEPTEMBER 

with apologies for the delay 
Thank You! 

DID YOU KNOW... if you're going to make a contribution by check to a restricted fund, like the Rabbi's Discretionary or Social Action Funds, 
that it's better for you (and for us), if you make your check payable to "Congregation Beth Israel of Media." You can always note any special 
purpose for the contribution in the memo line of your check. Why? "Congregation Beth Israel" is the correct payee. Also, by noting the spe‐
cial purpose, if any, on your check, we can make absolutely certain that your donation is directed to the appropriate fund, your account is 
properly credited, and your end‐of‐year tax letter is accurate. Like you, the rabbis, administrative staff, directors and officers of BI are ab‐
solutely committed to making certain your donation is put to its intended purpose. Please help us help you to make certain that happens. 
Thank you.

Your generous support not only enables Beth Israel to provide a robust variety of programs that foster the spiritual needs of our commu‐
nity, your support also  enhances our ability to bring about tikkun olam through our social action initiatives. Your generosity is appreciated 
now more than ever. Please consider honoring a friend or a loved one through a contribution to any of our designated funds.

Please be sure to let the Rabbis know when you or someone  in the congregation is in need of a blessing for healing.  
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The committee is preparing to deliver our first batch of bags of essential items for new mothers and babies to the ChesPenn 
clinic in Chester. It’s our third annual “A Better Start for Babies” drive. The project, originated by our SAC, has been joined by 
Congregation Beth El‐Ner Tamid and Congregation Ohev Shalom as partners, each shul conducting its own drive, along 
with the Kehillah of Delaware County. Many, very generous cash donations by BI members, families and friends have been 
received, along with hundreds of donated items. We plan on assembling 78 bags at the end of January with help from Ohev, 
and later on creating many more, along with Beth El‐Ner Tamid. This may bring us close to our stretch goal of 150 bags. Ad‐
ditionally, the project is applying for a grant from the Foundation for Delaware County, with the goal of supplying baby 
items for many more mothers, including the ChesPenn clinic in Upper Darby. Donors are still able to add funds at the BI do‐
nation website.   
 
Tutoring the children of the Chester Eastside Inc. Tutoring by BI members, led by Louis Friedler, continues with new and 
continuing leadership at CEI. We have 14 BI members (or friends of BI members) who have volunteered to coach in CEI’s Out 
of School Time Program this semester. All except one have chosen to coach virtually. 
 
SAC member Elaine Feldman partnered with David Cashell to organize a very successful “warm clothing drive” near the end 
of December. The clothing went to “Our Closet” at Jewish Family and Children Services.  
 
Judy Kinman led SAC in our annual “MLK Day of Service” knitting day at BI on Monday, January 16. She hosted many knit‐
ters, both BI members and others; some of whom focused on warm baby hats for the “A Better Start for Babies” drive and 
others knitting items for veterans.  
 
SAC is partnering with the Anti‐Racism Coordinating Committee to stage a movie night in March. John Greenstine is explor‐
ing licensing of several movies being considered for the screening.  
 
SAC invited Stephanie Sera, the founder of “Breaking Bread Community Homeless Shelter” to address the committee at its 
January 25th meeting on the effort. 

Please remember to donate personal care items and toiletries for the homeless shelters and the Community Action Agency. 
The collection box is on the main floor, under the coat rack. Thank you 

Operation Gratitude,  
The mission of Operation Gratitude to honor the service of our Military and First Responders by creating opportunities to 
express gratitude. Check out the website  OperationGratitude.com  or contact Lynn Cashell (lynncashell@gmail.com 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 
ARCC*  and SAC Present 

BI  FILM NIGHT     
Saturday March 25th 7:30 pm 

In person, in the sanctuary 
Just Mercy   

World‐renowned civil rights defense attorney Bryan Stevenson  
works to free a wrongly condemned death row prisoner. 

 
Followed by discussion and socializing 

 
 

* antiracism coordinating committee 
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Fourteen knitters met at BI to knit for MLK Day proj‐
ects. Some people made hats for the A Better Start for 
Babies project. Others made scarves and wrote notes 
for military personnel and first responders.  
Knitters (and kibitzers) included Lynn Cashell, Jane 
Laffend, Elaine Wasekanes, Judy Kinman, guest Lisa 
Jackson, Amy Binder, Joyce Romoff, Robin Shaufler, 
Alan Feldman, Elaine Feldman, Amy Strauss, Deb Erie, 
Marilyn Verbits and John Greenstine.



To Send Shalach Manot Gift BagS 
Fill out the form, PAY ONLINE OR BY CHECK BUT send THIS ORDER FORM to:   

Congregation Beth Israel 542 New Middletown Rd. Media, PA 19063 
Purim begins march 6, 2023.  

Deadline for ORDERING Shalach Manot Bags is February 19, 2023. 
Please Order Now! . 

Your Name: 
YOUR NAME AS IT SHOULD APPEAR TO RECIPIENTS: 
 
Address: 

Phone: 
E-mail: 

 
PRICe 
 $5.00 for each individual/family or staff member (Minimum of 3 Gift Bags) 
 $5.00 for each reciprocity. 
 $400 to send to the entire Congregation. 
 $15 for each non-member recipient. 

 
Names of Recipients     IF  

NON-
MEMBER        

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
I Choose To Send To All Members And Staff At $400                     Check Here               
My Total Number of Non-Members at $15 each is                                                             # 
Please Include Me In Reciprocity And Bill Me Separately                          Check Here        
I want and will pick up a bag made for me   I Do NOT Want a bag    

TOTAL ENCLOSED or paid online( $             )  

 

If there are more recipients please continue on the back of this page. 



    CreativityArts
The 19th Annual

 
  
 

 

 

FeSTiVaL

Eliana
Andersen

Sunday, February 26, 2023
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Feature Presentation:
Steven Spielberg’s

Gefilte Flicks
with Rabbi Helen

An American Tail
Congregation Beth Israel of Media has established a permanent fund to honor the memory and short life of Eliana Andersen,

daughter of Kathy Silberman Andersen and Dan Andersen, sister of Molly.
Ellie, a beloved fifth grader in our Hebrew School, died on July 25, 2003 after a courageous battle with a brain tumor.

Ellie loved school, her friends and family, and celebrations of all kinds.
The Eliana Andersen Fund supports an annual children’s festival in her memory. By combining Ellie’s loves in a festival of the arts,

we give our children a joyous event to look forward to each year, as well as reflect the Jewish tradition of “hiddur mitzvah,”
enhancing community by creating beauty and art.

A festival for our Hebrew School that bears Ellie’s name will continue to be a reality with your kind donation.

A festival that bears Ellie’s name will continue to be a reality with your kind donation.

Donations can be made online via Pay Pal
http://www.bethisraelmedia.org/Newsite/NewTzedakah.htm#paypal

Checks payable to Congregation Beth Israel (designated to the Eliana Andersen Fund)
542 S. New Middletown Road Media, PA 19063 

Name 
  Address   ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your donation to be in someone’s honor or memory
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Please be sure to support our advertisers 
and let them know that you learned about 
them from The Israelight

 
GROCERY CARDS ARE IN STOCK AT BETH ISRAEL — YES! I 
shop at Acme or Giant and I’m happy to purchase gift cards 
through BI! (for every card purchased, BI receives $5 ‐ it adds 
up and makes a difference!) Let Mikayla know if you’d like to 
purchas some. Phone 610‐566‐4645 or send her  an email: 
mikayla.losanowych@bethisraelmedia.org
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Congregation Beth Israel of Media 
A Reconstructionist Jewish Community 
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BE HAPPY  
ADAR IS COMING!


