
 

 
 

RECONSTRUCTIONIST JOURNEY TO ISRAEL - Summer 2020 
June 22-July 2, 2020  

Led by Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy and Rabbi Nathan Martin 
(Draft itinerary - as of November 17, 2019; subject to change) 

 
Monday, June 22 -  Arrive in Israel 

● 5:00pm - Meet at  your Jerusalem hotel.  
● Go to the Haas Promenade for a view of East and West Jerusalem and an 

orientation to the Arab and Jewish sides of the city.  
● Opening welcome dinner at the hotel 
● Meet with Israel & Jewish educators Joe Perlov & Rabbi Shimon Felix  for 

Conflict in Context: The Changing Map of Israel and the Middle East, an 
introduction to the history of the Middle East and the current geopolitical 
situation in Israel and its surroundings, and a look at the competing 
narratives in and about Israel. 

                        Overnight in Jerusalem 
 
Tuesday, June 23 - The Old City, and the New 

● Early Morning Tefillah. After an early breakfast we go up to the Temple 
Mount - Dome of the Rock 

● Option of Joining the Women of the Wall services/protest at the Western 
Wall 

● A Dual Narrative tour of the Old City , led by two guides, an Israeli Jew and an 
Israeli Arab. We will go through the Muslim, Jewish, and Christian Quarters, 
looking at competing narratives of history, memory, and identity.  

● Lunch in the Old City on own 
● We continue our Dual Narrative tour, going to the Herodian Quarter and Mt. 

Zion 
● We go to the New City/West Jerusalem, and explore downtown 

Jerusalem/Jaffa Road/Ben Yehuda pedestrian mall for some shopping and 
sightseeing 

● Group Processing , followed by dinner at the hotel and a free night out - 
cultural event if available. 

Overnight in Jerusalem 
 
Wednesday, June 24 - Masada/Dead Sea, and Israel’s Civil Society 

● Morning Tefillah. After breakfast, drive to The Dead Sea and Masada 
● Return to Jerusalem and freshen up and rest at the hotel. 
● 4pm Visit the Knesset - Israel's Parliament.  Receive an explanation of the 

Knesset’s coalition system of government, and meet with Knesset Members 
from different parties. 

● Return to the hotel for dinner.  
● Meet with members of The Parents Circle Families Forum , Israelis and 

Palestinians who have lost loved ones to the conflict and work towards 
reconciliation  

● Free evening  
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Overnight in Jerusalem 
 

 
 
Thursday, June 25 - Yad Vashem, then Journey to the South of Israel: the Western 
Negev and the Gaza Border  

● Morning Tefillah. After breakfast, visit Yad Vashem , to explore the legacy and 
impact of the Nazi Holocaust on the State of Israel, together with renowned 
Holocaust scholar Dr. Rachel Korazim .   

● Participate in a memorial ceremony at Yad Vashem's  amphitheater  or in the 
Valley of Communities . 

● Travel south towards the Western Negev .  For the past 20 years, this region 
has been impacted by the Hamas terror organization and government in the 
Gaza Strip, and its residents, farms, and businesses  
have lived with incoming rocket and mortar fire as well as the presence of 
'terror tunnels' and ‘terror kites’ from the Gaza Strip. 

● Go to Netiv Ha’Asara, an Israeli village,  to hear from local women residents 
about bringing up their children and running businesses and farms under the 
constant reality of rocket fire. View the Peace Wall on the Gaza Border, hear 
about residents’ hopes for peace, and talk by skype to residents of Gaza.  

● Visit with a Bedouin community  and meet local residents.  
● Tour Kibbutz Gvulot and eat lunch in their communal dining room. 
● Visit the ancient synagogue at Maon, and learn about Jewish presence in 

Israel, and Jewish culture, in the fifth century.  
● View Kerem Shalom, the terminal where commercial goods cross from Israel 

to Gaza daily, the Iron Brigade Memorial, and the nearby ruins of a modern 
city buried in the sand, to discuss Israel’s experience of War and Peace.  

● Check into Kibbutz Gvulot. Negev Nights activity : night hike, stargazing, and 
an outdoor cookout, pioneer-style.  
Overnight in Kibbutz Gvulot 

 
Friday, June 26 - To Rahat and Jerusalem 

● Morning Tefillah. After breakfast, drive to the Bedouin city of Rahat, and 
meet with local residents to discuss the issues of this interesting, challenged, 
and challenging society. Focus on meeting women who work toward 
women’s empowerment in the Bedouin society .  

● Continue to Jerusalem. Visit the Machane Yehuda outdoor food and spice 
market, one of the most beautiful markets in Israel, for lunch on your own.  

● Kabbalat Shabbat Service in the hotel or at the egalitarian Kotel area. 
● Shabbat dinner at the hotel with invited guests from Jerusalem’s progressive 

Jewish community, or  in a private home  
            Overnight in Jerusalem 

 
Shabbat, June 27 - Shabbat in Jerusalem 

● Breakfast in the hotel 
● Optional: Attend Shabbat morning services in a variety of synagogues - a list 

with directions will be provided, or we can choose to go as a group or groups 
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to one or more interesting, cutting edge (i.e. Orthodox egalitarian, Renewal, 
etc.) or more traditional synagogues. Lunch on your own.  
 
 
 

● Optional tour the area of West Jerusalem overlooking the Old City - Yemin 
Moshe, Mishkenot Sha’ananim, and the Hinnom Valley. We will explore the 
seam  
line between East and West Jerusalem, focusing on the legacy of early 
Zionism, and the Wars of 1948 and 1967. 

● Havdalah ceremony followed by dinner at the hotel. 
● After dinner, a free evening, or choose to explore the Western Wall Tunnels 

which stretch under the homes of the Muslim Quarter and make their way 
along the entirety of the length of the Temple Mount.  

Overnight in Jerusalem 
 
Sunday, June 28 - Social Justice and co-existence in Tel Aviv 

● Morning Tefillah. After Breakfast at the hotel, checkout and drive to Tel Aviv 
● Meet with Ihab and Ora Balha for a visit to their bilingual, Arab-Jewish 

kindergarten in Jaffa.  
● Visit the Shimon Peres Center for Peace and Innovation and learn about 

their work with Arab communities, minorities, coexistence and innovation. 
● Lunch on own in Jaffa, followed by a Dual Narrative tour of this Jewish, 

Muslim, Christian city, led by an Israeli Arab and an Israeli Jew.   
● Visit a center for women African asylum seekers, tour the Levinsky 

neighborhood, and learn how Israel is dealing with this challenged and 
challenging minority population. 

● Check into our hotel, dinner. 
● Group Processing, followed by free evening or cultural activity.  

Overnight in Tel Aviv 
 
Monday, June 29 - The Coast: Social Action, Ancient History, and Cuisine 

● Morning Tefillah. After breakfast, depart Tel Aviv, travel north along Israel’s 
coast. 

● Visit  Leket Israel, the National Food Bank, the leading food rescue 
organization in Israel, which rescues surplus food and delivers it to those in 
need through partner nonprofit organizations. We will visit Leket’s Ra’anana 
logistics center and volunteer  by sorting and packing produce for distribution 
to the needy.   

● Travel up the coast to the city of Hadera.  Visit a local center of the Ethiopian 
National Project (ENP).   Together with locals, learn about the unique 
challenges and problems faced by the Ethiopian-Jewish community living in 
Israel's periphery and how NGO's such as the ENP are making great strides to 
empower local residents. 

● Continue to Zichron Yaakov , founded by the 'Chalutzim' (pioneers) of the 
First Aliya with the generous assistance of the Baron Edmond James de 
Rothschild in 1882. Learn about the challenges faced by the Jewish pioneers 
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and their heroic efforts to settle the land of Israel under the most difficult of 
conditions.  Lunch at the Tishbi Winery . 

● Drive north to Haifa. Check into our hotel, rest, relax and prepare for a free 
night on the town or cultural activity.  

Overnight in Haifa 
 
 
 
Tuesday, June 30 - The Galilee - Minorities and Mystics 

● Morning Tefillah. After breakfast, visit the Bahai Gardens , and the Bahai 
Temple, and learn about this interesting religious community.   

● Visit Bet Hagefen and learn about Arab-Jewish coexistence in Haifa. Lunch on 
own in Haifa.  

● Continue to the historic Muslim, Christian, Druze town of Shefar’am. Tour the 
city,  visit a mosque, a church, and an abandoned synagogue, and visit the 
home of educator Amin Suwayyed and his family and discuss the Arab Israeli 
community.  

● Check into our hotel, dinner, group processing. 
Overnight in Galilee 

 
Wednesday, July 1 - Tzfat 

● Morning Tefillah. After breakfast drive to Tzippori , an ancient Roman and 
Jewish town, and see remarkable ruins, mosaics, and an ancient synagogue. 

● Continue to Tzfat , and tour this mystical city. See the synagogues, the 
market, galleries, check into our hotel check-in and a chance to rest and 
relax. Have lunch on your own in Zfat as we tour this historical Jewish city.  

● Check into hotel. 
● Dinner  at Tzfat’s Abouhav Winery, located in an idyllic hilltop ancient stone 

house overlooking the scenic sunset view over Mt. Meron.    
● Group Processing  

Overnight in Galilee 
 
Thursday, July 2 - The Golan and Israel’s Northern Borders 

● Morning Tefillah. After breakfast, check-out from our hotel.  
● Together with Lt. Col. (Res.) Sarit Zehavi, ascend to the Golan Heights and 

Syrian Border.  Board off-road jeeps for an exciting tour focusing on the 
military history and civil heritage of this region. Learn about the impact of 
recent geopolitical developments on life in the area and upon Israel as a 
nation.  Standing on the border, we discuss Hezbollah and the presence of 
Russia and Iran in the area. 

● Hike the beautiful Banias , an ancient nature spot in the Golan, dedicated by 
the Romans to the god Pan.  Lunch on own.  

● Drive to Tel Aviv  and check-in to day-use hotel rooms for a chance to rest, 
relax and prepare for the journey home. Evening check-out. 

● Farewell group dinner  at a Tel Aviv restaurant. 
● 7:30pm Transfer to Ben Gurion international airport for our return flight back 

to the USA. 
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