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Torah, Toys, and Terrorism  

I don't look like a terrorist. But
several years ago, when I
threatened to throw my
daughter's doll in the trash, I
looked like a terrorist to her.
Throw away a doll?   Maybe a time out from
a toy, like her plastic computer or a puzzle or
a game. To my daughter a doll is a member
of the family. It was an unspeakably mean
thing to say. Honestly, I would never do any-
thing that heartless. It's just that some days,
this single mother of a brilliant, beautiful,
brassy little girl reaches the end of her rope
and something absurd comes out of my
mouth. (continued p.2)

The Israelight
Rabbi’s Message

A couple of days ago, I 
attended a wonderful Erev
Shabbat service at Beth 
Israel.  On March 1st, we 
celebrated BIʼs “double-chai”
members – people who have
been members for 36 years 
or more.  It was an evening of memories and
warm thoughts.  Several people shared their
memories, including Mel and Marilyn Drukin.
Some of the stories I knew, and others were
new to me. 

While I was sitting there next to Mom, I
looked up to see one lone LED light which,
oddly enough, was blinking.  This has oc-
curred intermittently for a few months, and I

President’s Message

Elijah Knocking:  
Special Event for Pesach
Friday, March 29 – page 8

Fireside Concert
Saturday, April 6 - page 5

Yom HaShoah Documentary, Dis-
cussion, and Service
Sunday, April 7 – page 13

A Jewish Look 
at the New Testament
Thursdays, April 11, 18, and 25 –
page 9

Torah Treks
with Rabbi Michael Ross
Saturday, April 13 – page 8

Progressive Dinner
Saturday, April 13 – page 5

Grateful Dead Shabbat
Friday, April 19 

End of Life, part II
Sunday, April 21 – page 9
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Last month we read from the Torah that the
penalty for desecrating Shabbat was death.
That was unsettling to those following along.
Death for desecrating Shabbat?  Someone joked
that we would slowly lose our entire congrega-
tion if that was the case today.   Now anyone
who knows anything knows even back then,  it
never happened that way.  So why in God's
name (literally in God's name!!) was death
threatened for noncompliance?  I get this in a
new way since becoming a parent.    It's written
that way to get our attention. It's written that way
to express how important it was to the writers of
that text that we listen and comply. It's written
that way because even the most brilliant writers
hit a wall when trying to express the seriousness
of the point that they are trying to make to people
who just refuse to get it!

I'd like to think that most relationships can sur-
vive this kind of overstatement. Even I had the
good sense to apologize to my daughter and to
reassure her that even if a consequence (dare I
say punishment) is required it would never in-
clude throwing away any of her possessions,
even one less beloved than a doll. She got it.
She knows that I love her deeply.  She seemed
to understand that she had pushed me beyond
my limits and that is why I said something so
ridiculous. There was forgiveness all around and
we began again. Love and trust built on our
years together made that possible.

What about the threat in the Torah? Are we able
to look at the occasional text of terror and see
beyond the literal meaning of the words to the
heartfelt cry beneath the threat? Can we see
writers of a text convinced that without such hy-
perbole people will ignore the sacred instruction?
Are we able to discern an urgent message filled
with love and concern?    The instruction to keep
Shabbat was - in the words of all parents - for
our own good.  We aren't supposed to enslave
ourselves with nonstop work, nonstop chores
and an endless commitment to material pursuits.
Celebrating Shabbat was supposed to be life giv-
ing and soul nourishing.  It was meant to save

Rabbiʼs Message Continued

our lives or at least to repair the damage done by
the demands of the week.  Shabbat was sup-
posed to remind us of the wonders of the cre-
ation and of the exodus out of slavery in Egypt.
Shabbat was supposed to be about accepting
ourselves as creatures in the creation, free be-
ings who take the time each week to refresh our
souls, to connect to nature and to enjoy our rela-
tionships with community, Torah and to the
source of all and awe - to God. 

Those who engage in text study will tell you that
if you do so you will find harsh words and chal-
lenging narratives as you work through the
pages.   But as you dig more deeply I believe that
you will find what I have found from our Jewish
traditions.  We are loved and cherished and our
texts and practices are one endless invitation to
create meaning and goodness in this life.  This is
an insight that comes after working on this rela-
tionship for a long time.

It's been worth it.

ATTENTION YOUNG FAMILIES

Our Young Family Shabbat program continues
with dinners and services scheduled for April
12 and May 3.

All are welcome to attend these evenings
that begin with blessings and dinner and are
followed by short, child centered services led
by our Rabbi and a class of older students
from the Hebrew School.

Bring the kids in PJ's, schmooze, eat and
pray, the BI way.
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Presidentʼs Message Continued
know that thereʼs a perfectly rational explana-
tion for it; however, at that moment, the blinking
light reminded me of my phoneʼs voicemail indi-
cator, or my iPhoneʼs task reminders.  The
blinking light reminded me of all of those things
that I tend to put in my “to do later” list, even
when it would be best to take care of them now.
For example, some of you know that Iʼve had
major uncertainty in my job for the last few
months.  By the time you read this article, I will
have obtained some resolution to my current
job status.  Unless something changes drasti-
cally, Iʼll still be working at the same office, but
Iʼll have the flexibility to have a private practice
and to plan my future career steps.  While this
is a decent outcome, I would have done better
to be more proactive, instead of waiting. 

Last year, I didnʼt write an article for the April
edition of the Israelight.  I was spending time on
the day-to-day business of Beth Israel, and my
day job was becoming more difficult than usual.
My dad then went into the hospital, and we
found out that his cancer had returned.  He
died less than 3 weeks after going into the hos-
pital.   All of a sudden, all of the things that had
been critical before became less so, as my
world seemed to turn upside down.  My fellow
Executive Committee members stepped up in a
big way, so that Beth Israel could keep going
strong during this time.  It took me months to
regain some sense of balance, and just when
things seemed to have settled down, I found
out that I would probably be unemployed in a
few months.

This same period, however, has been a very
productive time for Beth Israel.  The Hebrew
School ceiling and lighting renovation was com-
pleted last summer, the self-funded gas conver-
sion project has been completed, and we have
completely re-done our website and our syna-
gogue management software.  At the last Board

meeting, we approved a proposal by Beth Israel
members Randee OʼDonnell and John Greens-
tine, to install a “loop system” in the sanctuary,
to enable our members/guests with hearing diffi-
culty to hear services with great clarity – the
audio will be transmitted directly to compatible
hearing aids, or to headphones.  This project will
be made possible through a generous anony-
mous donation, and we actively encourage
members to make such donations, so that we
can continue these efforts.

Iʼve asked myself many times in the last year
why Iʼve spent so much time and effort on Beth
Israel when other areas of my life have been
challenging.  The answer is this:  we each have
a limited amount of time in which to accomplish
our goals.  Iʼm not exactly sure how my dad ac-
complished everything he did – being a father,
husband, running his own dental practice, being
active at Beth Israel, singing in a chorus, making
fine woodwork / jewelry / tallitot, and more.  I do
know that we each have limited opportunity to
make a difference, and I wanted to make the
most of mine.

As I sat there at services with my mom, looking
up at the blinking lightbulb, I appreciated the
evening, even though I missed my dad and
wished he could be there with my mom, to cele-
brate decades of marriage, and of membership
at Beth Israel.  The light seemed to be a re-
minder of the many things that we each need to
do in life.  We just finished celebrating Passover,
in which Moses is convinced to take action by
G-d, who appears within a burning bush.  A
burning bush might be a bit over the top in this
modern age.  Perhaps what each of us needs is
to recognize reminders to take action, in what-
ever form those reminders occur.  Even if
theyʼre just a blinking bulb.

In friendship,
Josh Waterston
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Purim 5773

I T  WAS  A
VERY  MERRY

MUPPET
PUR IM 

Pesach Wine Tasting: Thank you Larry and Ann Green

Purim photos copyright Harris Fogel;
(except the Purim carnival - Thanks Jackie Gelman

Thanks to everyone who 
supported the Rummage Sale -
donors, schleppers, bakers, etc...
and especially ...
Lynn Cashell and Joe Deustch. 
We raised $4,533 and counting...
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our premiere social event of the year
Beth Israel’s Progressive Dinner

Saturday, April 13, 2013, beginning at 6:30 PM

Everyone is welcome (members and non-members)... 
bring your friends to support the synagogue and have fun at the same time.

Never been to a Progressive Dinner? Here’s how it works:

1st Everyone brings either an appetizer or dessert to share. The night begins at 6:30   
with everyone meeting at one house for appetizers. Meet your fellow diners, scialize  
and maybe get to know someone new.

2nd After appetizers, diners go to different members’ houses for specially-prepared 
gourmet dinner. Eat, drink, and be merry. 

3rd Everyone meets back up at a third home for delicious desserts & more socializing.
cost: $18.00 per person

We will also be conducting a food drive -
please bring a non-perishable item to the first residence. 

Beth Israell PROGRESSIVE DINNER  April 13, 2013 6:30 PM
(Please check whether you are bringing an appetizer_______ or a dessert_______)

Name(s) _______________________________________
Address________________________________________
Phone _____________ e-mail_______________________

Please indicateyour choice for entree: Chicken______    Vegetarian __________

Number attending:___________@$18.00 per person ___________

The fireside concerts are an annual event for and by the members of Congregation Beth Israel hosted
at a memberʼs home. In addition to being an opportunity for expression of their musical craft, it is also
an opportunity for a social gathering of our members. In the past, performances have included
singing, poetry reading, readings from the author, and instrumental ensembles.

We request participants and the audience to bring a dessert and/or wine. In addition, we request that
you bring slippers or  house shoes. Your hosts Harry and Andrea will supply the coffee, tea, water,
plates, cups and napkins. The charge of $15 per person (audience and performer) is requested. Pro-
ceeds will go to Congregation Beth Israel.

At the home of Andrea Apter and Harry Chen  Please see address and phone in the BI Directory

RSVP by email: harrychen1@verizon.net

Fireside Concert,   Saturday, April 6      7:00 PM
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Come to the Congregation Meeting
at 10:00 and drop off your paper at the

shredding event afterward.
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COMING SOON:
A FRIDAY NIGHT

SERVICE AT
BETH ISRAEL 

LED BY BI TEENS

Attention B’nai Mitzah Students 
Service Project 

April 27th, 2013
Please join us in the fight against ovarian cancer by running/walking in the Sandy Sprint 5k

Registration is available online at www.sandysprint.kintera.org/.  The 9th Annual Sandy Sprint All Teal
Color Run starts at 8:30 am at the Please Touch Museum; 4231 Avenue of the Republic, Philadelphia,
PA.  It is a color run this year, so all participants can be sprayed with washable teal paint ( corn-
starch). You can even register your dog! If you can't be at the event, think about sponsoring a
walker.  You can meet the Phillie Phanatic, enjoy good music and free food.  

Please join our team - Dara's Defense - and help us find a cure.

Adam Boxer

TEEN CORNER

How might our synagogue community
support you as you navigate middle school
and high school? How would you like to
support the important work of Beth Israel?

What tikkun olam issues are near and
dear to your heart? Contact Rabbi Linda or
any member of the Board to share your
ideas and hopes.

Did you enjoy reading

Torah or leading

prayers at your Bar or

Bat Mitzvah? We'd love

to hear your voice on

the bima. Contact

Rabbi Linda or RPC

chairs Randy TIffany or

Laura Lee Blechner if

you would like to enjoy

those privileges again.

We will give you all the

support you need to

succeed and to enjoy

the experience.

Would you like to meet teens from other groups in

Delaware County? Mekom Torah High School

(MTHS) meets at BI or at Ohev and is run by BI

member Rabbi Helen Plotkin.

MTHS is open to teens from all over Delaware

County and meets on Sunday afternoons. For

more information contact Helen@mekomtorah.org.

Midrasha Aleph (for 8th-10th graders) 
and Midrasha Bet (for 11th and 12th graders)
continue to meet monthly with Rabbi Linda for
bagels, laughter and Torah. (BLT)

Whether you are a veteran member of these
groups or coming for the first time, all BI teens
are welcome to have a 

"Reconstructionist BLT "
Exploring Torah, contemporary issues and mat-
ters close to your heart. Adult meetings tailored
for Beth Israel teens. Join us. For more infor-
mation contact Rabbi Linda Potemken or our
principal Helene Cohen.
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The main events are Saturday night and Sunday, and
there is an option for Shabbat as well.  Special dis-
count for Beth Israel and Ohev Shalom members and
guests, through Mekom Torah!!  This year, letʼs go to-
gether! Join the Beth Israel contingent and spend a fun
weekend exploring every aspect of the Jewish world. 

There are performances and exhibits, and sessions on
everything from current events, history, and spirituality
to cooking, dance, and art. Lots of hands-on, interac-
tive sessions. There is a Young Limmud section for
kids age 3-10, and there are activities for teens.  

Here are some comments from past participants from
Delaware County:

* Last year the Maccabeats performed! They were a lot
more fun in person than on YouTube!

* I went to a session where I learned Yiddish in an hour
and a quarter. Really! It was fantastic! 

* It was my first time and I thought it was great. I
loved the variety of offerings, things to stimulate
and nurture the intellectual, social, and spiritual
parts of me.  My favorite was Yoga Challah baking!
It was fun to interact with many people of the
younger generations ---  20 and 30-somethings
and talk about their   experience with Judaism.

* What's really special about Limmud Philly is the
diversity of topics and teachers. There's really
some way to connect for everyone, and even just a
day spent learning like this feels like a retreat from
the usual ... 

* I loved sharing lunch with fellow learners from BI
& Ohev and talking about sessions we attended.
We had a hard time choosing between some great
sessions.

Register at http://limmudphilly.org.  Contact Rabbi
Helen Plotkin at helen@mekomtorah.org before
you register to get the Mekom Torah discount.

Torah Treks: April 13
Rabbi Michael Ross
introduces the book of Ezekiel

In the Rabbi’s Study: Lunch and Learn
Thursday April 4  12:00 -1:30 
Join us as we share Torah, lunch and one anotherʼs
company once a month.  We will explore various
Jewish practices, texts. Curriculum will be guided
by the interests of the participants. RSVP at least 2
days in advance to Arlene Benz, 610-566-4645

from Rabbi Helen Plotkin... MARK YOUR CALENDAR for April 27-28! 

LIMMUD PHILLY:  The great yearly Philadelphia Jewish Happening 

DAVID EBENBACH AT SERVICES FRIDAY MARCH 29
Elijah Knocking: Opening Doors In the Creative Process

David Ebenbach is the author of two books of short stories—Between Camelots (Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh Press), and Into the Wilderness (Washington Writersʼ Publishing
House)—plus a chapbook of poetry entitled Autogeography (Finishing Line Press), and
a non-fiction guide to creativity called The Artistʼs Torah (Cascade Books). He has been
awarded the Drue Heinz Literature Prize, fellowships to the MacDowell Colony, the Vir-
ginia Center for Creative Arts, and the Vermont Studio Center, and an Individual Excel-
lence Award from the Ohio Arts Council. Ebenbach teaches at Georgetown University.
Find out more at www.davidebenbach.com.

David lives with his wife, Rabbi Rachel Gartner and their son Reuben in Washington D.C. David and Rachel
formerly resided in Philadelphia and were members of Beth Israel and regular attendees of our Shabbat morn-
ing services.  We are proud to welcome him back as an accomplished author.

ADULT ED
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A Jewish Look At The New Testament 
Rabbi Richard Hirsh

Thursdays 7:30 - 9:15  April  11,  18,  &  25  
So that we have enough chairs and copies, please phone Arlene at 610 566-4645 to register

The New Testament (NT) writings from the first and second centuries of the common era contain
valuable and important information and insights about Jewish thought, practice and politics of the
time. The NT also includes the earliest surviving canonized writings of the Jesus-movement
as it is emerging from a Jewish phenomenon to what will later be known as (gentile) Christianity.

In this course we will look at the New Testament writings by genre -- the four Gospels, the Letters of
Paul, and the apocalypse of the Book of Revelation -- along with parallel rabbinic writings and trends
of the same period. We will examine parallel as well as competing messages about the life and death
of Jesus, the relationship between the diverse Jewish communities of the first century including the
emerging (Jewish) Jesus community, and conclude with a look at the theories as to how and why
what we call "Judaism" and "Christianity" were in fact multi-faceted movements often with as much in
common with each other as in tension with the other. And, we will examine implications of this fertile
and fragmented period for the time in which we find ourselves today vis-a-vis Jewish-Christian dia-
logue and relationships.

All texts will be provided in English translation and no prior knowledge of New Testament writings is
assumed.

Rabbi Richard Hirsh has been the Executive Director of the Reconstuctionist Rabbinical Association
and on the faculty of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College since 1998. While in rabbinic school,
he pursued doctoral work in New Testament at Temple University.

End of  Li fe ,  part  II  

Th
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Pa
pe
rw
or
k

What stuff do we leave behind and how do we decide and direct who is to receive it in a 
manner that is consistent with our values?  What else, besides stuff, do we want to leave?
We’ll explore the tradition of writing ethical wills and get some tools to begin creating one. 
(with Rabbi Robert Tabak)

April 21, 2013 
10:00 - noon

MANAGING OUR LEGACY
Being prepared by taking care of administrative details
that surround illness and the end of life eases the load at a
time when you might be unable to communicate your desires
and your family is emotionally less able to make decisions.
This workshop is for everybody regardless of what stage of
life you may be in right now.
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Mourner Deceased Relationship Yahrzeit 2013 Yahrzeit 5773 Plaque

Marilyn Verbits Philip Verbits Father April 13 3 Iyyar

Helene Gumerman Samuel Abrams Father April 13 3 Iyyar

Amy Fantalis Rhoda Fantalis Mother April 14 4 Iyyar 

Stan Sklar Rhoda Fantalis Sister April 14 4 Iyyar 

Alan Soffer David Soffer Father April 15 5 Iyyar 

Christoph Pragman Robert Pragman Father April 18 8 Iyyar

Mel Drukin Libby D. Schiff Sister April 21 11 Iyyar 

Marion Hamermesh Naomi R. Yager Mother April 24 14 Iyyar

Rabbi Linda
Potemken

Bertram Potemken Father April 24 14 Iyyar 

Suzanne Simenhoff Michael Simenhoff Father April 24 14 Iyyar 

Amy Bug Bill Bug Husband April 25 15 Iyyar

Christopher Tease Joan Tease Mother April 26 16 Iyyar

Stuart Pittel Harry Pittel Father April 27 17 Iyyar

Naomi Sav Julius Glassman Father April 28 18 Iyyar
Louise Cohen Jean Marie Fennelly Mother April 29 19 Iyyar

Randi Raskin Nash Sarah Tausher Great Aunt May 1 21 Iyyar
Richard Strauss Elsa Kochmann Sister May 3 23 Iyyar
Jerome Blank Harriet Blank Mother May 4 24 Iyyar

Social Action
The Social Action Committee is honoring long time member Eve Klothen for her years of tikkun olam.
She will be honored and speak at a special Friday night service on April 26. Eve is Assistant Dean for
Pro Bono and Public Interest Programs at Rutgers University Law School in Camden. Additionally,
she is a consultant to the American Bar Association, as well as law firms seeking assistance in 
developing and maintaining their pro bono work. For 17 years, Eve has been a driving force behind
MAZON; a Jewish Response to Hunger. The April 26 event will also include a spring food drive.
Details to follow.

The next food service is Monday, April 29. Watch your email for a notification and request for food
and servers from Susan Klein and Stu Pittel.

Our April 4 SAC meeting is at the home of Lauri Mansky. New members are always welcome!

Lynn Cashell, SAC member

AND ... Please remember to donate toiletries, etc. for the Community Action Agency of Delaware
County.  The collection box is the blue bin downstairs.

WE REMEMBER...
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Dear Chevre,

This year we observe two modern holidays in
the first half of April: Yom HaShoah (Holocaust 
Remembrance Day) and Yom HaAzmaʼut
(Israel Independence Day). Obviously these
holidays are not mentioned in Biblical or 
Rabbinic texts. 

The timing of Yom HaAzmaʼut was determined
when the British announced in the fall of 1947
that they would relinquish  political control of
Palestine on May 15th, 1948, allowing the cre-
ation of a Jewish state and a Palestinian state
in the partitioned territory. The Jewish state of
Israel was proclaimed on May 14th, 1948
which happened to be the 5th of Iyyar that
year. Rather than marking Independence Day
on the English date, the young Israeli state
choose to use the Hebrew date and thus Yom
HaAzmaʼut falls on April 16th this year.

Three years after the creation of the state, the
Israeli Knesset voted to establish Yom
HaShoah on the 27th of Nisan to remember
the heroes and victims of the Holocaust. This
date was picked because it fell midway be-
tween the beginning of the Warsaw Ghetto up-
rising (which began during Pesach) and Yom
HaAzmaʼut. 

Modern Holidays, Ancient Roots

In these two spring holidays we ride an emo-
tional roller coaster, from the depths of despair
over the unspeakable horrors of the Shoah to
the unbounded joy over the miraculous rebirth
of the Jewish state. 

In setting up this progression, the founders of
Israel follow a similar progression seen in our
ancient Biblical holidays. From mid-summer to
fall we move from the depths of despair over
the destruction of the Temple on Tisha BʼAv to
the spiritual cleansing of the High Holidays and
the joy of Sukkot. In late winter to spring we ex-
perience the movement from the peril of exile
on Purim to the  joy of liberation on Pesach. 
The coupling of all these holidays makes each
one richer and more meaningful.  

Join us on April 7th this year for an extraordi-
nary program marking Yom HaShoah and dis-
cover how we as a people continue to find
ways to add meaning to our lives just as our
ancient ancestors did when they established
the Biblical holidays.

Kul Tuv,
Randy Tiffany, Laura Lee Blechner
RPC Co-Chairs

Yom Hashoah Remembrance: Documentary, Discussion, Service

Sunday April 7th 11:00- 12:00

Henry Walter Isenberg was the father of BI member Lauren Forbes and a holocaust survivor with
an extraordinary story to tell. Friends of the Isenberg family created a 20-minute documentary in
which Henry speaks about his life in the years leading up to the shoah and his experiences as a
young child sent alone to the United States to escape the Nazis.

We will gather to mark Yom Hashoah, to watch this film about this beautiful man and his life, and to
engage in a discussion with his daughters,Rani Isenberg and BI member Lauren Forbes.

Following the film and discussion, Rabbi Linda will lead a brief memorial service.
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Jewish Federation of Delaware 
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The Library Fund
Judy Kinman
To:  David and Lynn Cashell

In memory of Dave Naylor, brother of David Cashell
and brother-in-law of Lynn Cashell

Social Action Fund
Susan Klein and Stuart Pittel
To:  David and Lynn Cashell

In memory of Dave Naylor, brother of David Cashell

Ala Hamilton Day and Peter Bernstein
To:  David Cashell

In memory of your brother, Dave Naylor

Endowment Fund
Jonathan Krinick
To:  The BI Community

In memory of my father, Eugene Krinick, & in thanks
to the BI Community for all of your support.

Rabbiʼs Discretionary Fund
Anita Weber and Mark Cary
To:  Jonathan Krinick and Susan GoldberG

In memory of your father, Eugene Krinick
To:  Simenhoff-Boxer Family

In memory of Dara Simenhoff Barr, sister and aunt
To:  David and Lynn Cashell & Family

In memory of your brother and uncle, Dave Naylor.  
May his memory be a blessing

David and Lynn Cashell
To:  Jonathan Krinick and family

In memory of Eugene Krinick
To:  Karen Vesely

On the occasion of the 2nd anniversary of your 25th
birthday

To:  Jackie Northime
In memory of Josephine Scibilia

To:  Eli Manaker
Mazel Tov on your Bar Mitzvah

Randee OʼDonnell
To:  Jackie Northime

In memory of your mother, Josephine Scibilia
To:  Suzanne Simenhoff

In memory of your sister, Dara

Louis Friedler

DONATIONS
February 2013

The General Fund
Mah Jong Group

The Blechner-Pragman Family
To:  Jonathan Krinick and Family

In memory of your father, Eugene.  
May his memory be a blessing

To:  Arlene Benz
In memory of your sister, Elaine Quinn.  
May her memory be a blessing

The Golden Book
Deenie and Rich Block
To:  David and Lynn Cashell

In memory of your brother and brother-in-law,
Dave Naylor

The Eliana Andersen Fund
Michelle & Dan Atkins, Ronen Marmorstein and
Shoshanna Gottlieb, Amy Strauss, Randy Tiffany
and Marjorie Yudkin, Richard and Eleanor Strauss,
Helen Schachner

Mazel Tov from the Congregation to:
Aviv Alouf on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah
Eli Manaker on becoming a Bar Mitzvah

Sending you blessings for healing:
Ed and Naomi Sav, Dottie Jenkins, Jane Laffend,
Ken Laffend,  Ron Romoff, Bob Stone, Andrew Kelly,
Ken Kinman,  Randee OʼDonnell, Gavʼriel Pitka-
paasi, Penny Bernick, Lynn Kelly 

Condolences from the Congregation to:
David Cashell on the passing of his brother, Dave
Naylor
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Bat & Bar Mitzvah Preparation
Hebrew & Math Tutor

Teacher/Tutor/Musician for 30 years
Beth Israel congregant for 12 years

Only 15 minutes from BI (Drexel Hill)
Variable rates based on ability to pay

Me’ira Pitkapaasi     
484-364-6851      
meira77@att.net

a
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE
http://bethisraelmedia.org

While youʼre there, please remember to register for a user account.

Congregation Beth Israel 
542 South New Middletown Road
Media, Pennsylvania 19063-2240
Ph 610-566-4645 Fax 610-566-2240
http://www.bethisraelmedia.org

President
Rabbi
Editor, Content
Editor, Production
Editor, Yahrzeit List 
Editor Contributions List

Joshua Waterston
Linda Potemken
Sharon Kleban
Marion Hamermesh
Suzanne Davis
Arlene Benz

The Israelight is published on the first of each 
secular month. All submissions must be received
by the editor by the 1st of the preceding month to
guarantee inclusion. Articles may be submitted by
mail to the synagogue office or by email to: 

Israelight@bethisraelmedia.org 

Next Issue May 2013

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


