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G E N E S I S  2 8 : 1 0 Jacob left Beer-sheba, and set out for Haran. 1 1 He came upon a certain place 
and stopped there for the night, for the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of that place, he 
put it under his head and lay down in that place. 1 2 He had a dream; a stairway was set on the 
ground and its top reached to the sky, and angels of God were going up and down on it. 1 3 And 
the Lord was standing beside him and He said, “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham 
and the God of Isaac: the ground on which you are lying I will assign to you and to your 
offspring. 1 4 Your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread out to the west 
and to the east, to the north and to the south. All the families of the earth shall bless themselves 
by you and your descendants. 1 5 Remember, I am with you: I will protect you wherever you go 
and will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised 
you.” 

1 6 Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is present in this place, 
and I did not know it!”1 7 Shaken, he said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other 
than the abode of God, and that is the gateway to heaven.” 1 8 Early in the morning, Jacob took 
the stone that he had put under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on the top of 
it. 1 9 He named that site Bethel; but previously the name of the city had been Luz. 

	  

E X O D U S  3 : 1 1 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and free the 
Israelites from Egypt?” 1 2 And He said, “I will be with you; that shall be your sign that it was I 
who sent you. And when you have freed the people from Egypt, you shall worship God at 
this mountain.” 

 

E X O D U S  2 5 : 8 And let them make Me a sanctuary that I may dwell among 
them. 9 Exactly as I show you—the pattern of the Tabernacle and the pattern of all its 
furnishings—so shall you make it. 

 

E X O D U S  3 3 : 7 Now Moses would take the Tent and pitch it outside the camp, at some distance 
from the camp. It was called the Tent of Meeting, and whoever sought the Lord would go out to 
the Tent of Meeting that was outside the camp. 8 Whenever Moses went out to the Tent, all the 
people would rise and stand, each at the entrance of his tent, and gaze after Moses until he had 
entered the Tent. 9 And when Moses entered the Tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and 
stand at the entrance of the Tent, while He spoke with Moses.1 0 When all the people saw the 
pillar of cloud poised at the entrance of the Tent, all the people would rise and bow low, each at 
the entrance of his tent. 1 1 The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one man speaks to 
another. And he would then return to the camp; but his attendant, Joshua son of Nun, a youth, 
would not stir out of the Tent. 
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Exodus 40:33: When Moses had finished the work, 3 4 the cloud covered the Tent of 
Meeting, and the Presence of the Lord filled the Tabernacle. 3 5 Moses could not enter 
the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud had settled upon it and the Presence of the Lord filled the 
Tabernacle. 3 6 When the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle, the Israelites would set out, on their 
various journeys; 3 7 but if the cloud did not lift, they would not set out until such time as it did 
lift. 3 8 For over the Tabernacle a cloud of the Lord rested by day, and fire would appear in it by 
night, in the view of all the house of Israel throughout their journeys. 

 

Deuteronomy 33: 1 This is the blessing with which Moses, the man of God, bade the Israelites 
farewell before he died.2 He said: 
The Lord came from Sinai; 
He shone upon them from Seir; 
He appeared from Mount Paran, 
And approached from Ribeboth-kodesh, 
Lightning flashing at them from His right. 

 

J u d g e s  5 : 4 O Lord, when You came forth from Seir, 
Advanced from the country of Edom, 
The earth trembled; 
The heavens dripped, 
Yea, the clouds dripped water, 

5 The mountains quaked— 
Before the Lord, Him of Sinai, 
Before the Lord, God of Israel. 

 

I I  S A M U E L 7 : 1  When the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had granted him safety from 
all the enemies around him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan: “Here I am dwelling in a 
house of cedar, while the Ark of the Lord abides in a tent!” 3 Nathan said to the king, “Go and do 
whatever you have in mind, for the Lord is with you.” 

4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5 “Go and say to My servant David: 
Thus said the Lord: Are you the one to build a house for Me to dwell in? 6 From the day that I 
brought the people of Israel out of Egypt to this day I have not dwelt in a house, but have moved 
about in Tent and Tabernacle. 7 As I moved about wherever the Israelites went, did I ever 
reproach any of the tribal leaders whom I appointed to care for My people Israel: Why have you 
not built Me a house of cedar? 
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I KINGS 8:1 Then Solomon convoked the elders of Israel—all the heads of the tribes and the 
ancestral chieftains of the Israelites—before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the Ark of 
the Covenant of the Lord from the City of David, that is, Zion. 

2 All the men of Israel gathered before King Solomon at the Feast, in the month of Ethanim—
that is, the seventh month. 3 When all the elders of Israel had come, the priests lifted the 
Ark 4 and carried up the Ark of the Lord. Then the priests and the Levites brought the Tent of 
Meeting and all the holy vessels that were in the Tent. 5 Meanwhile, King Solomon and the whole 
community of Israel, who were assembled with him before the Ark, were sacrificing sheep and 
oxen in such abundance that they could not be numbered or counted. 

6 The priests brought the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant to its place underneath the wings of the 
cherubim, in the Shrine of the House, in the Holy of Holies; 7 for the cherubim had their wings 
spread out over the place of the Ark, so that the cherubim shielded the Ark and its poles from 
above. 8 The poles projected so that the ends of the poles were visible in the sanctuary in front of 
the Shrine, but they could not be seen outside; and there they remain to this day. 9 There was 
nothing inside the Ark but the two tablets of stone which Moses placed there at Horeb, when the 
Lord made [a covenant] with the Israelites after their departure from the land of Egypt. 

1 0 When the priests came out of the sanctuary—for the cloud had filled the House 
of the Lord 1 1 and the priests were not able to remain and perform the service 
because of the cloud, for the Presence of the Lord filled the House of the Lord—
 1 2 then Solomon declared: 
“The Lord has chosen 
To abide in a thick cloud: 

1 3 I have now built for You 
A stately House, 
A place where You 
May dwell forever.” 

1 4 Then, with the whole congregation of Israel standing, the king faced about and blessed the 
whole congregation of Israel. 1 5 He said: “Praised be the Lord, the God of Israel, who has fulfilled 
with deeds the promise He made to my father David. For He said, 1 6 ‘Ever since I brought My 
people Israel out of Egypt, I have not chosen a city among all the tribes of Israel for building a 
House where My name might abide; but I have chosen David to rule My people Israel.’ 

1 7 “Now my father David had intended to build a House for the name of the Lord, the God of 
Israel. 1 8 But the Lord said to my father David, ‘As regards your intention to build a House for 
My name, you did right to have that intention. 1 9 However, you shall not build the House 
yourself; instead, your son, the issue of your loins, shall build the House for My name.’ 

2 0 “And the Lord has fulfilled the promise that He made: I have succeeded my father David and 
have ascended the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised. I have built the House for the name of 
the Lord, the God of Israel; 2 1 and I have set a place there for the Ark, containing the covenant 
which the Lord made with our fathers when He brought them out from the land of Egypt.” 

2 2 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of the whole community of 
Israel; he spread the palms of his hands toward heaven 2 3 and said, “O Lord God of Israel, in the 
heavens above and on the earth below there is no god like You, who keep Your gracious 
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covenant with Your servants when they walk before You in wholehearted devotion; 2 4 You who 
have kept the promises You made to Your servant, my father David, fulfilling with deeds the 
promise You made—as is now the case. 2 5 And now, O Lord God of Israel, keep the further 
promise that You made to Your servant, my father David: ‘Your line on the throne of Israel shall 
never end, if only your descendants will look to their way and walk before Me as you have 
walked before Me.’ 2 6 Now, therefore, O God of Israel, let the promise that You made to Your 
servant my father David be fulfilled. 

2 7 “But will God really dwell on earth? Even the heavens to their uttermost reaches 
cannot contain You, how much less this House that I have built! 2 8 Yet turn, O Lord 
my God, to the prayer and supplication of Your servant,and hear the cry and prayer which Your 
servant offers before You this day. 2 9 May Your eyes be open day and night toward this House, 
toward the place of which You have said, ‘My name shall abide there’; may You heed the prayers 
which Your servant will offer toward this place. 3 0 And when You hear the supplications which 
Your servant and Your people Israel offer toward this place, give heed in Your heavenly abode—
give heed and pardon. 

	  

Isaiah 6:1  In the year that King Uzziah died, I beheld my Lord seated on a high and lofty 
throne; and the skirts of His robe filled the Temple. 2 Seraphs stood in attendance on 
Him. Each of them had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his legs, and 
with two he would fly. 

3 And one would call to the other, 
“Holy, holy, holy! 
The Lord of Hosts! 
His presence fills all the earth!” 

	  

E z e k i e l  3 : 1 0 Then He said to me: “Mortal, listen with your ears and receive into your mind all 
the words that I speak to you. 1 1 Go to your people, the exile community, and speak to them. Say 
to them: Thus says the Lord God—whether they listen or not.” 1 2 Then a spirit carried me away, 
and behind me I heard a great roaring sound: “Blessed is the Presence of the Lord, in His 
place,” 1 3 with the sound of the wings of the creatures beating against one another, and the 
sound of the wheels beside them—a great roaring sound. 1 4 A spirit seized me and carried me 
away. I went in bitterness, in the fury of my spirit, while the hand of the Lord was strong upon 
me. 1 5 And I came to the exile community that dwelt in Tel Abib by the Chebar Canal, and I 
remained where they dwelt. And for seven days I sat there stunned among them. 
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E z e k i e l  1 1 : 2 2 Then the cherubs, with the wheels beside them, lifted their wings, while the 
Presence of the God of Israel rested above them. 2 3 The Presence of the Lord ascended 
from the midst of the city and stood on the hill east of the city. 2 4 A spirit carried me 
away and brought me in a vision by the spirit of God to the exile community in Chaldea. Then 
the vision that I had seen left me, 2 5 and I told the exiles all the things that the Lord had shown 
me. 

 

Psalm 137: By the rivers of Babylon, 
there we sat, 
sat and wept, 
as we thought of Zion. 

2 There on the poplars 
we hung up our lyres, 

3 for our captors asked us there for songs, 
our tormentors, for amusement, 
“Sing us one of the songs of Zion.” 

4 How can we sing a song of the Lord  
on alien soil? 

 

Ezekiel 43:1 Then he led me to a gate, the gate that faced east. 2 And there, coming from the east 
with a roar like the roar of mighty waters, was the Presence of the God of Israel, and the earth 
was lit up by His Presence. 3 The vision was like the vision I had seen when I came to destroy the 
city, the very same vision that I had seen by the Chebar Canal. Forthwith, I fell on my face. 

4 The Presence of the Lord entered the Temple by the gate that faced eastward. 5 A 
spirit carried me into the inner court, and lo, the Presence of the Lord filled the 
Temple; 6 and I heard speech addressed to me from the Temple, though [the] man 
was standing beside me. 7 It said to me: O mortal, this is the place of My throne and 
the place for the soles of My feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the people 
Israel forever. 

E z e k i e l  4 8 : 3 5  …and the name of the city from that day on shall be “The Lord Is There.” 

Zechariah 8:1 The word of the Lord of Hosts came [to me]: 

2 Thus said the Lord of Hosts: I am very jealous for Zion, I am fiercely jealous for her. 3 Thus 
said the Lord: I have returned to Zion, and I will dwell in Jerusalem. Jerusalem 
will be called the City of Faithfulness, and the mount of the Lord of Hosts the Holy 
Mount. 

4 Thus said the Lord of Hosts: There shall yet be old men and women in the squares of 
Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of their great age. 5 And the squares of the city shall 
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be crowded with boys and girls playing in the squares. 6 Thus said the Lord of Hosts: Though it 
will seem impossible to the remnant of this people in those days, shall it also be impossible to 
Me?—declares the Lord of Hosts. 7 Thus said the Lord of Hosts: I will rescue My people from the 
lands of the east and from the lands of the west, 8 and I will bring them home to dwell in 
Jerusalem. They shall be My people, and I will be their God—in truth and sincerity. 

9 Thus said the Lord of Hosts: Take courage, you who now hear these words which 
the prophets spoke when the foundations were laid for the rebuilding of the 
Temple, the House of the Lord of Hosts. 

	  

j e r e m i a h  3 : 1 6 And when you increase and are fertile in the land, in those days—declares the 
Lord—men shall no longer speak of the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord, nor shall it come to 
mind. They shall not mention it, or miss it, or make another. 1 7 At that time, they shall call 
Jerusalem “Throne of the Lord,” and all nations shall assemble there, in the name of the Lord, at 
Jerusalem. They shall no longer follow the willfulness of their evil hearts. 1 8 In those days, the 
House of Judah shall go with the House of Israel; they shall come together from the land of the 
north to the land I gave your fathers as a possession. 

Isaiah 66:1  Thus said the Lord: 
The heaven is My throne 
And the earth is My footstool: 
Where could you build a house for Me, 
What place could serve as My abode?	  


