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Dear Friends,

I am so pleased to support Beth
Israel's participation in the
Greenfaith Certification Pro-
gram. We are proud of the
strides we have made in green-
ing our building and are pre-
pared to build on these efforts
with the support of Greenfaith.

Our involvement with the certification program will
support us in greening our building, thereby contribut-
ing to our tikkun olam (repair the world) goals of heal-
ing and protecting the earth. As a community we will
further educate ourselves in both the practical aspects
of environmentalism and the Jewish faith based

The Israelight
Rabbi’s Message:

This will be my last Israelight article as Beth Israelʼs
president, and as befits such a
momentous occasion, I will
quote from Pirkei Avot:  “You
are not obligated to complete
the work, but neither are you
free to desist from it.”  This
speaks to me, because Iʼve felt
as president that it was incum-
bent upon me to do as much as I could, with whatever
skills I have, for the betterment of our shul.  Last night,
I attended a class with Rabbi Linda, President-elect
Jennifer Lenway and Executive Vice President-elect
Debbie Wile.  On our way there, we saw a rainbow.
Such great symbolism!  The past two years have
seemed like a great flood to me; the magnitude of the
task of being this communityʼs president, the passing
of my dad last year, and my employment uncertainty.
To me, the rainbow represented both endings and new
beginnings.

President’s Message:
continued on page 2

continued on page 2

Shabbat Around the Table   page 5
Yiddish Dancing 
with Steve Weintraub
Friday, June 7, 6:30 pm

Shabbat Under the Stars     page 7
Potluck Dinner
Parshat Balak – bring your pets!
Friday, June 21, 6:30 pm

Honey Sale page 9
Order High Holidays gifts by 6/21

Tisha BʼAv page 11
Monday, July 15, 8:00 pm

Food Service
Monday, July 29

New Teen Program page 3
Walking the Walker

Please note: June and July Shabbat
services follow our summer schedule 
of one Shabbat service each weekend.
See page 5 for a schedule of services
and leaders. And please check the
website for updates or changes and for
the August service leader schedule.

Please check our website for the 
calendar of up-coming events.

http://bethisraelmedia.org
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teachings that inform our values. I also believe that
these efforts will contribute to community building, as
members from all age groups and areas of interest
join together toward these goals. Our participation
should also help us to contain costs as finances are a
struggle for most congregations and small communi-
ties. Finally, these efforts will serve as an outreach
tool for BI and an outreach tool for environmentalism,
as we proudly display and share our work with the
wider world.

As a Jewish community we embrace the obligations
of stewardship and protection of our Earth. We un-
derstand that the time to act is now and that in green-
ing our building and educating our community, we will
foment the attitudes and teach the knowledge and
skills necessary for individuals to carry these efforts
into their own homes and businesses. We take to
heart the countless words of Torah that point us in
this direction.

In Leviticus we read " The Earth is Mine, you are My
tenants" (Leviticus 25:23). We are committed to be-
coming respectful and responsible tenants of this
earth while we are privileged to dwell upon it.

Jewish law commands commands, "bal tashchit" -
you shall not wantonly destroy. We pledge to educate
ourselves to conserve rather than destroy and to
mindfully use the resources at our disposal.

A most striking teaching reads: "Now all that I am
going to create for you I have already created. Think
about this and do not corrupt and desolate My world;
for if you do corrupt or desolate it, there will be no
one to set it right after you" (Kohelet Rabbah 7:28).
While this text was written so long ago, it speaks to
every age, with particular urgency in this current age.
The time to act is now. We acknowledge our obliga-
tion to future generations in undertaking these efforts.

We are joining with Greenfaith as we embrace the
Jewish concepts of tikkun olam (repairing the world)
and tzedek (justice) which includes protecting people
and animals from the consequences of the climate
crisis. We undertake these efforts as we embrace the
underlying Jewish value of shalom - peace and
wholeness.  We hope to promote healing to the cre-
ation and harmony amongst peoples through these
efforts.

The class we attended was about evaluating syna-
gogue programs and processes.On each table there

were some of these buttons. I em-
brace this philosophy, and have

spent the past several years,
as Facilities VP for two terms,
Executive VP and now Presi-
dent, working with Boards to

review our systems, policies,
and procedures, to find ways to

focus better on our core goals of
being a house of worship for our Jewish community.  

Hereʼs a quick list:  I changed the alarm system, so
that more volunteers have access, and have an eas-
ier time opening and closing the building, using key-
fobs instead of actual keys.  We have a networked
multifunction copier so that our staff can print across
the network and can scan and e-mail documents.  I
researched and installed new Internet-based phones
(similar to the tech that Comcast uses for home
phone service), so that phone messages can be e-
mailed to recipients, and BI staff can actually see on
their computer when another staff member is on the
phone. We have reliable Internet service, with free
wi-fi throughout our building.  Our audio system is
clearer, and we will soon have a loop system for
hearing impaired members and guests. We have
LED lighting in the sanctuary and other areas, we
have a practically new driveway and building roofs,
and we have new gas-powered heaters, instead of
our expensive oil furnaces.  (continued on page 3)

Rabbiʼs Message (continued)

Presidentʼs Message (continued)

The Greenfaith program is comprehensive and holis-
tic.  Over the next year we will add eco-themed serv-
ices at Shabbat and at holidays.  We will make
greater use of the beautiful grounds that surround our
building.   The first blessing in our liturgy that follows
the Barehu (call to worship), the blessing that ac-
knowledges the divine through the gifts of nature and
light, will come to life in a whole new way.

The Greenfaith pledge says it beautifully and simply:
"I pledge to make my life a blessing for the earth."
May we make our community a blessing for our mem-
bers, a blessing for the Jewish people, a blessing for
the wider world and a blessing for the earth.

L'Shalom, Rabbi Linda
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Presidentʼs Message Continued

We have made strides in other areas as well: we now have an associate membership category, enabling sev-
eral households to return as members.  We accept credit card payments to make it easier for our members to
pay online.  Our Hebrew School has a new ceiling and lighting, which is a vast improvement for that space.
We completed a membership survey, and the results have informed the Boardʼs work, both directly and indi-
rectly.  We now have a new website and back-office software which will greatly enhance communication be-
tween Beth Israel, the outside world, and our members.  Our financial situation is much more solid, and we
have better tools for analysis than we have had in the past.

These are some of Beth Israelʼs accomplishments overall from the past 9 years, 8 of which Iʼve been on the
Executive Committee.  Other people gave their time, energy and leadership to make these improvements hap-
pen, and I had great involvement in some projects, and slight involvement on others. 

My point is this:  If you look back 9
years to where we were, and look at
where we are now, itʼs an incredible
change from an operational perspec-
tive.  The fact that weʼre a wonderful
synagogue hasnʼt changed; the logis-
tics for how we deliver services to our
community have changed a great
deal.  I am enormously proud to have
been part of this process.

At the class on evaluating the success
of programs and services, we gained
some valuable insight into how to ap-
proach measuring success.  I know in
my “kishkes” that we are successful,
but we are often inefficient (after all,
we are a small shul, mostly run by vol-
unteers, on a lean budget), and are
sometimes ineffective despite our best
efforts.  Iʼve tried very hard to change
this over the past years.  One ap-
proach taught at the class was to look
at outcomes using “Head, Heart and
Hands”:  What will people know, how
will people feel, and what will people
do?  We need to measure our suc-
cess, and make sure that our mem-
bers and our community all know who
we are, what we do, and why we have
value.  I look forward to remaining on
the Board as we move forward in this
direction.

(see page 6 for some hearfelt Thank
Yous from our outgoing president)
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I have heard it said that new, exciting and sometimes unexpected things happen at Beth Israel.  I must admit
that I agree with that statement now more than ever. Thirteen years ago when my family joined the Beth Israel
community I never imagined that I would become its president one day. As we all know, a lot can happen in
thirteen years. 

I look upon the next two years with both a bit of trepidation and a lot of enthusiasm.  I am most excited about
continuing our efforts to green our building and, by joining GreenFaith, to expand our environmental program-
ming. The sustainability work that that we have completed thus far is both environmentally and fiscally sound.
Installing LED lights and converting our heating system from oil to gas has reduced BIʼs carbon footprint and
operating expenses. During the course of the two-year GreenFaith certification program we will be conducting
a holistic review of our internal systems. Such an exciting and revolutionary effort requires input from the wider
congregation, especially one such as ours that contains expertise in so many related areas; should you want to
be part of the Green Team, please let me know. 

I am well aware of the very successful and talented leaders that Beth Israel has had in the past and hope that I
can live up to their standard of excellence. I am buoyed by the wonderful Board of Directors that will be sup-
porting me for the next two years and confident that should I go astray that I will (gently) be put back in line.
This year, as with previous years, we will have to face some challenges. The singular goal for every board
president is to leave BI in a stronger position for the next generation. Working in concert with all of you I know
that we can collectively achieve this. I am looking forward to seeing and working with all of you. 

Respectfully, 
Jennifer Lenway 

A Message from our in-coming President

Rabbi Linda Potemken with 
out-going President Josh Waterston and
in-coming President Jennifer Lenway at
the Congregation meeting, May 5.
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Please note: June and July Shabbat services follow our summer schedule of one Shabbat service each week-
end.  Please check the website for updates or changes and for the August service leader schedule.

Friday  7/5/13 8:00 pm Randi Raskin Nash & Randy Tiffany
Saturday 7/13/13 9:45 am Lynn Cashell & Joyce Romoff
Monday 7/15/13 8:00 pm Tisha B'Av service 

Led by Laura Lee Blechner, Reisa Mukamal & Randy Tiffany
Friday 7/19/13 6:30 pm Stu Pittel & Anita Weber
Saturday 7/27/13 9:45 am Meira Pitkapaasi & Wendy Waterston

Oneg and Kiddush Hosts for June & July 2013   Thank you to our Oneg and Kiddush hosts! 
Friday June 7 Boyd family
Saturday June 15 Bar Mitzvah of Harrison Fink
Friday June 21 Bar Mitzvah of Clay Gaieski
Saturday June 22 Bar Mitzvah of Clay Gaieski

Aufruf of Naomi Hamermesh and Matt Scheinerman
Saturday June 29 Bar Mitzvah of Nathan Meyer
Friday July 5 Raskin – Nash family
Saturday July 13 Cashell & Blechner – Pragman family
Friday July 19 Susan Klein & Stu Pittel 
Saturday July 27 Randy Tiffany & Marjorie Yudkin
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I want to thank many people, and I wonʼt be able to do it as eloquently as my predecessor Sharon Kleban did in her
farewell column two years ago, but Iʼll try.  I apologize in advance to those folks whom Iʼve left out – if I truly thanked
everyone who deserved it, our Israelight printing costs would go through the roof…

Rabbi Linda, thank you for your wisdom, kindness and friendship – whenever I had difficulty seeing the forest for the
trees, you gave me support and perspective.  I enjoyed our lunches so much and now need to find a new excuse to have
lunch at Iron Hill.

Sharon Kleban, you helped me to be a better listener and to have patience – and perhaps even wisdom – as the Board
president.  We always found a way through sticky wickets, and were a great team.  You even let me cook at your house!

Jennifer Lenway, you helped keep my eye on the many balls that we were juggling at any one time.  Your thoughtful-
ness, clear vision and generosity were invaluable and will be great tools for BI in the next two years.

Steve Goldfield, Iʼm not sure how you have the time and energy to do all of the many things you do, but you always had
time for me, and you balanced the financial needs of BI with the needs of our members, with kindness and courtesy.  I al-
ways appreciated your perspective, and felt relieved that the sky wasnʼt actually falling.

Denny Waldman, your ability to wrangle contractors into getting the job done right – as well as often doing it yourself with
great skill – was an often-overlooked asset to BI.  Cases in point: the ramp, the driveway, the LED lights.  The list goes on.
I appreciate your wit, wisdom and dedication.

Alan Fink, you inspired me on many occasions. You became Facilities VP during a difficult time in both of our lives. You
helped me realize that the process is important, not just the person, and were gracious while doing so.  

Marion Hamermesh, you gave me a new appreciation for the value of commitment and passion in advocating for some-
thing you love.  I think that Larry and Adult Ed are on the same plane in your book, which is a compliment to both of them.
You approached issues with a thoughtfulness that made our Executive Committee meetings productive and enjoyable.
Plus you always knew which Board member was next up for a dʼvar, board rep., or – most importantly – bringing snacks to
the next meeting.

In the interest of both time and space, Iʼll shorten the following thank yous:

To Deb Wile, thanks for your wisdom and for keeping me on track when I just wanted to go outside and play.  To the Tech
committee members (Steve, Chris, Harris, Alan, Michael, Elaine, and others), for spending so much time and effort to
keep all of our invisible equipment running smoothly through all of our changes, even when it was a Herculean effort.  To
Lauri, thanks for helping me figure out how to be a leader at BI, for your friendship and for bailing me out on countless oc-
casions.  To Laura Lee, Randy and RPC, thanks for helping me always keep in mind our purpose for being here, and for
seeing over and over how much time and effort you give to our shul to make it the special place it is.  To Arlene, Suzanne,
Helene, Keith and Carolyn, thank you for putting up with my many, many calls and conversations making sure that things
were going smoothly, and thank you for putting up with so many logistical changes over the years (alarms, phones, e-mail,
Shul Suite, etc.).  Thanks for being so kind to me through it all! 

Thanks to the wonderful past presidents who gave me guidance and support when I became a member of their special
group:  Mel, Marilyn, Burt, Linda, Jeff, Steve, Alan, Candy, John, Lynn, Michael, Candy, Sharon.  It is truly a unique experi-
ence to be BIʼs president, and you helped me make it successful.  Thank you to the Board members who came to so
many meetings, and dedicated hours and hours of time, energy and inspiration to your committees and efforts.  There
should be a special reward for having to put up with my bad puns, but alas, there is not…  I treasure the friendships that
Iʼve gained over the years as a result of our time together.

Thank you so much to my wife Jen.  You have been supportive even when I probably didnʼt deserve it, have read count-
less articles, speeches, agendas, and put up with a lot of mishegos and nights of solo parenting.  Thanks for sticking by
me through it all.  Thank you to Sammy, Mom, Lynne, Joe B., Steve P., and my many other friends who put up with my
temporary Beth Israel obsession and gave me some perspective when I needed it most. 

Finally, the speaker at last nightʼs class spoke about how Ernest Hemingway was challenged to write a story in six words.
I thought about what Iʼd write to sum up the past few years, and came up with the following (with artistic license):

[Baruch atta Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha'olam] shehechianu vekiemanu vehigianu lazman hazeh.  Amen!

In friendship, Josh Waterston

THANK YOU
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KADISH D'RABANAN
Music and lyrics by Debbie Friedman zʼʼl

For our teachers and their students
And the students of the students.
We ask for peace and lovingkindness.
And let us say: Amen.

And for those who study Torah,
Here and everywhere,
May they be blessed with all they need,
And let us say: Amen.
We ask for peace and lovingkindness,
And let us say: Amen.

ADULT ED
Weʼve had a great year of learning. We looked at
Jewish values and Jewish practice, We studied He-
brew language and saw a movie about Chinese
food. We meditated and received spiritual nourish-
ment for getting through lifeʼs transitions and we ex-
plored the paperwork we need to prepare for the
inevitable at the end of life. We read books and dis-
cussed them. Next year weʼll do it again with some
new stuff added in. Torah Treks will be a study of the
Twelve Minor Prophets and weʼll do some learning to
support the Greening of Beth Israel.

Thanks to everybody who particpated. 

TMICHA UPDATE
Joseph & Lois Deutsch have taken over the job of chairing our
tmicha committee.

Tmicha is a Hebrew word meaning support.  Tmicha members lend
support to congregants  who are in mourning, coping with personal
or family illness or other stressful events. 

If you are interested in being part of the tmicha team please contact
Joseph or Lois at jdbugeye@hotmail.com.   Many thanks to Joseph
& Lois for taking leadership in this sacred area of our work together.

Joseph and Lois are replacing Lynn& David Cashell who chaired
Tmicha for five years.  They did a terrific job and a grateful commu-
nity joins together to say todah rabbah - thank you so very much.
Lynn and David will remain members of tmicha.
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There have been many wonderful activities sponsored and/or facilitated by the Social Action Committee these
past 6 months.

Honey Sale: Itʼs time for the annual Honey Sale! Purchase your honey in time for the holidays so you will have
a sweet new year. Information is in the Israelight and on the website. 

Food services: We served over 200 meals at the April 29 food service. It is amazingly heartwarming to see
the love and care taken by our community to prepare nutritious and delicious foods for these clients. They are
always so incredibly appreciative of the wonderful food. This is truly a time when “it takes a village” is not a
cliché.  Our next food service is July 29.

Food collections: We collected food for the Second Harvest Food Bank in Media on 3 separate occasions: at
Passover, the Progressive Dinner, and at the Tikkun Olam award service honoring Eve Klothen. Thanks to
everyone for their generosity.  Our next food collection will be at Yom Kippur. 

Bʼnai Mitzvah projects: This spring we had two ongoing projects helmed by Bar Mitzvah “boys” Jake Citren-
baum and Harrison Fink. Jake collected clothing for the Eastside Ministries, and Harrison collected (and contin-
ues to collect) toiletries, diapers, and cleaning supplies for the Community Action Agency of Delaware County
(CAADC). Barb Kaplan is Harrisonʼs SAC liaison, and Elaine Feldman supported Jake and his family with the
clothing drive.    Members of the SAC are more than willing to meet or talk with any our upcoming Bʼnai Mitz-
vah students regarding their Tikkun Olam project. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service: Judy Kinman once again organized the knitting and crocheting event
at BI. Hats were made for Back on My Feet (BOMF). So far we have donated over 50 hats. Elaine Wasekenas
updated the MLK Day offerings throughout the area and shared them with the community.

Tikkun Olam Award: The committee presented the first Tikkum Olam award to member Eve Biskind Klothen
on April 26 for her countless Tikkun Olam works including providing pro-bono legal services and for administer-
ing MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger. Eve spoke at the service talking about what we can do regarding
the elimination of hunger in our country. 

Gun Control: Elaine Wasekenas has joined a committee including members from Ohev Shalom, the Methodist
Church in Media, Swarthmore Friends, among others, to petition our legislators regarding gun control. She will
be sharing information regarding these efforts with the community.  If you are interested in becoming involved
in these efforts, please contact Elaine.

Swarthmore Coop Food Service: On February 2nd John Greenstine and 6 others prepared food for those in
need in the area. 

Future meetings: The Social Action Committee (usually) meets on the first Thursday of each month at a mem-
berʼs home. New members are always welcome. Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 13 (the
2nd Thursday to accommodate our committee chair Jean Fleschuteʼs return) at the home of Lauri Mansky.

Please remember to donate toiletries, etc. for the Community Action Agency of Delaware County.  The
collection box is the blue bin downstairs.

Thank you – Social Action Committee
Submitted by Lynn Cashell, SAC member

Social Action Committee
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Honey Will Be Back for High Holidays. Order Yours Before June 21!  
Instead of a Hallmark card this Rosh Hashanah, 

give the gift of sweet wishes for health, happiness and peace in 5774.

This fall you can support Beth Israel, small-farm, sustainable agriculture and special needs
workers while giving sweet wishes for the New Year. B I Social Action is again offering this
unique gift idea for the holidays for our members, friends and families. Weʼre still holding
down the cost—for just $10 you can send a bottle of kosher American honey, from Katelynʼs
Honey of Burlington, KY, with holiday wishes from you and Beth Israel on our custom label.

This offer includes personalized greeting, shipping & handling anywhere in the continental
US. Overseas orders are still only $28.  Katelynʼs Honey partners with a local sheltered
workshop to package and ship your orders. Because High Holidays are so early this year—Rosh Hashanah
begins September 4--we need to close the orders by June 21, so donʼt delay!  
Contact Susan Klein (StususanBI@comcast.net) or call (610) 891-6844 for more information.

Use the convenient order form below. Checks made out to Beth Israel are welcome, and you can also pay with
your credit card (add $1.00 per bottle for service fee) on the Beth Israel website, under the “Donate to BI” tab.
Click “Social Action Fund” when paying by credit card and note “Honey Sale” in the “reason for donation” area.

Send as many gifts as you wish.  Forward the order form to your friends. The more you give, the more
“nachas” you feel!  Proceeds benefit the Beth Israel General Fund and BI Social Action programs. 
Beth Israel Honey for Rosh Hashanah Order Form 2013 
Benefits the Beth Israel General Fund and BI Social Action Programs
Number of bottles of honey, US delivery _____@$10 (+ $1 each for credit card purchase)
Number of bottles of honey, overseas delivery _____@$28 (+$1 each for credit card purchase)
Check Enclosed Paid by credit card at Bethisraelmedia.org 
Your name ___________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________State___________ZIP_______________________

Email________________________________________________________________________

Daytime phone_______________________Eve. phone________________________________

Bottle of honey #1:
Your name on gift card__________________________________________________________

Send to Name_________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________

City_________________________State_______ZIP/postal code___________Country_______

Bottle of honey #2:
Your name on gift card_________________________________________________________

Send to Name________________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________

City_________________________State_______ZIP/postal code___________Country_______

Duplicate this form as needed. Return this form and check made out to Congregation Beth Israel for $10 ($28 international delivery)
per bottle to: Susan Klein, 5 E. Rose Valley Road, Wallingford, PA 19086 (610 891-6844) before June 21, 2013.

You may pay with a credit card at http://www.bethisraelmedia.org/support/donate.htm. Designate “Social Action Fund” and add $1 per
bottle service fee. and note “Honey Sale” in the “reason for donation” area.



10 Volume 36 No. 9
June/July 2013 Sivan/Tammuz/Av

Dear Chevre,
On June 15th the Parsha HaShavuah (weekly Torah portion) is Hukkat in which the Israelites complete their journey
through the wilderness and arrive at the east bank of the Jordan River, across from Jericho. They are ready to enter
the Promised Land, though we also know from the Hukkat narrative that Moshe will not lead them across the river.
Logically, we would expect the book of Joshua to follow in which the Israelites conquer the land. Instead, the follow-
ing week we read Balak, the parsha in which we hear the tale of a talking donkey and an out of control prophet.

In some ways this seems like an odd place to insert the Balak narrative, though after 40 dry hot years in the desert it
is about time for a lighter story. We are also overdue for some humor: we havenʼt had any of that since Rivka fell off
her camel. And we havenʼt had a talking animal since the snake in the first parsha of Breisheit. However, on further
reflection, this narrative serves as an important transition from the issues associated with wandering and the issues
that will arise as they settle Canaan. 

Itʼs a great story, so letʼs recap it briefly. Balak, king of the Moabites (not the good guys) decides he wants to use to
magic to get rid of those troublesome Israelites who are camped on his land. He outsources the job of eliminating
Bnai Yisrael via curses to a distant magician named Balaam. Despite warnings from God not to go, when the price is
high enough Balaam agrees to speak divinely inspired words and sets off. There is the humorous scene in which
Balaamʼs jenny (female donkey) is able to see an armed angel when Balaam cannot, and in the conversation be-
tween Balaam and his donkey, the latter is clearly portrayed as the wiser of the two.  

When he arrives at the Israelite encampment Balaam opens his mouth to curse Israel 4 times and 4 times what
come out are words of praise, culminating with the words with which we open the morning service: “Ma Tovu
Ohalechʼha Yaʼacov, mishkanʼnotechʼha Yisrael” (How goodly are your tents Oh Jacob, your encampments Oh Is-
rael).  What has happened is that God has inserted the words of the Israelite god into Balaamʼs mouth rather than
the words of whatever local deity Balaam thought he was channeling. 

We are reminded of the story at the beginning of the exodus cycle which is portrayed as an epic struggle between
God and the god of the Egyptians, namely Pharaoh. In that narrative, the text seems to accept the divinity of
Pharaoh, and is making the point that God is a more powerful god than Pharaoh (Mi Chamocha Baelim Adonai: who
is like you, Adonai, among the Gods). Here in Balak, the text seems to take the position that any connection that
Balak and Balaam try to make with any supernatural power other than God is illusory; that only the words of God
can emerge because there is no other divine force out there. This seems like an important moment in the evolution
of Israelite theology.

The end of the parsha contains the troubling passage of the seduction of the Israelite men by Moabite women and
their subsequent worship of the recently discredited local deity Baal-Peor. Leaving aside the tricky issues about gen-
der relations which this passage raises, we simply want to point out that it opens a whole new chapter in Israelite re-
belliousness. The Israelites have been challenging Moshe and God constantly since leaving Egypt, complaining
about food and water, wanting to return to Egypt and building the golden calf. This is the last rebellion in the Torah
and it is the first time they have taken up with foreign women and lusted after foreign Gods. Of course it was more or
less their first chance to do so, but it will not be their last. 

As the Israelites enter and settle the land of Canaan, the lure of other local deities and assimilation with local popu-
lations will be the constant temptation. The remaining parshiot of Bamidbar and all of Devarim deal with wrapping up
the wilderness experience, but from a narrative perspective, we have made the transition from nomads to settlers.
As we saw from our study in Torah Treks of the historical prophets this year, that is a very different narrative than
what we have been used to in Torah. The struggle to maintain a pure worship of the one God when so many attrac-
tive idols beckon will be the focus of the remainder of Jewish history.

As we move into the quieter summer months at BI, remember that our sacred narrative continues and we continue
to hold weekly Shabbat services. This year, we are trying, as an experiment, beginning our summer pattern of one
service per Shabbat in June. We hope to focus our energies and gain a critical mass of participants for those 
services. We also will begin the spiritual process that culminates in the fall holidays when we observe Tisha BʼAv on
July 15th. Hope to see you over the summer and we will certainly be in touch in August as we prepare for the arrival
of the High Holidays right after Labor Day.           Kol Tov, Randy Tiffany & Laura Lee Blechner RPC Co-Chairs

RPC
Balak: “Warning: Danger ahead in the Promised Land”
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Talmud teaches and stresses the importance of pekuach hanefesh – saving a life - something that is more im-
portant than keeping Shabbat.  A few months ago, Beth Israel purchased an Automated External Defibrillator
(AED), made possible with a generous donation by the Lenore and Howard Klein Foundation, which is admin-
istered by Jane Laffend.

An AED is used when someoneʼs heart stops beating effectively, an event called a cardiac arrest.  Studies
have shown that survival after cardiac arrest is greatly increased when defibrillation occurs as soon as possi-
ble.  After seeing the amazing results of cardiac defibrillation and immediate CPR administered to a patient
who had suffered “sudden cardiac death” or cardiac arrest, Jane determined that all places of public gathering,
such as Beth Israel, should have such a potentially life saving device at their disposal.  As Jane says, “Hope-
fully it will be like carrying an umbrella on a sunny day and we will never need it, but if we do, it is there.”

Karen Giglio, an emergency room nurse connected to BI through her partner Debbie Wile, researched the best
AED option for BI and chose the LifePak 1000.  This device essentially guides a person through the steps of
what to do if someone is found or becomes unresponsive and is also able to automatically determine and act, if
defibrillation is necessary.  

Karen also offered the first Friends and Family CPR course at BI on Sunday, May 5.  A group of nine BI mem-
bers spent a couple of hours learning how to act in such an emergency: the importance of taking charge of the
situation, dialing 911 so an ambulance can arrive quickly, getting and operating the AED, how to administer
chest compression only CPR and the Heimlich maneuver.  A course like this can generate some anxiety and
fear of things that can happen, but it also gives you the tools and practice to do what needs to be done to work
to save someoneʼs life.  And, knowing the members at BI, we had fun at the same time.

The AED lives on the wall opposite the copier machine; it has adult and pediatric adhesive chest pads along
with some other supplies that might be needed.  Itʼs important to know where it is so you can use it, if neces-
sary, even if you havenʼt been trained.  But, the training really helps so that you get a chance to learn and prac-
tice what to do in the event of an emergency.  Karen will also be offering this course again in the fall and I
encourage everyone to consider taking advantage of this opportunity – you never know when you might be
needed to help save a life (pooh, pooh, pooh).

Pekuach HaNefesh: Save a Life with our new Automated External Defibrilator
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The General Fund
Emily Squires Levine and Ronald Levine
To:  David and Lynn Cashell
In memory of Davidʼs brother, Dave Naylor
Rissa and Stan Sklar
To:  The Deitch Family
In memory of Jeff Deitch
Judy Kinman
To:  Candy Berlin and Ralph Kaufman
In memory of Ralphʼs mother, Dorothy Kaufman
To:  The Deitch Family
In memory of Jeff Deitch
Ben Rose and Lori Fisher
Deenie and Rich Block
“In gratitude”
The Blechner-Pragman Family
To:  David Cashell
In memory of your brother, Dave Naylor.  May his memory be a
blessing.
To:  Arlene Benz
In memory of your brother-in-law, Charles Benz.  May his mem-
ory be a blessing.
To:  The Sav Family
In memory of Ed Sav.  May memories of him comfort you.
To:  Ralph Kaufman and Candy Berlin
In memory of Dorothy Kaufman.  With fond memories of haman-
tashen baking.
To:  Dina Jacobs, Jim, Emma and Max
In memory of Fred Jacobs, father and grandfather.  May his
memory be a blessing.
Andrea Apter and Harry Chen
To:  Judy Kinman
In memory of Ken Kinman

The School Fund
Marilyn and Mel Drukin
To:  Stanton and Caleb Deitch and family
In loving memory of Jeff Deitch
To:  Judy Kinman
In loving memory of Ken Kinman
To:  Arlene Benz
In loving memory of Charles Benz
To:  Ralph Kaufman
In loving memory of your mother, Dorothy Kaufman
Deborah Sherman
To:  Kimberly and Shawn Dresner
In gratitude for your wonderful teaching in the Hebrew School
To:  Lee Senderowitsch
In gratitude for your wonderful teaching of the Vav class
To:  David Shore and Noah Arnold
In gratitude for your great work as Hebrew School Aides

Ga-Ga Court Fund
Suzanne Davis
To:  Arlene Benz
In memory of Elaine Quinn and Charles Benz
Deborah and David Dymond Markman

The Golden Book
Lynn, Andrew, Amanda, Michael & Parker
To:  Ray Rosenberg
Wishing you a speedy recovery
Rabbi Linda
To;  Harrison Fink
Mazel Tov on the occasion of your Bar Mitzvah
To:  Clayton Gaieski
Best wishes on becoming a Bar Mitzvah
To:  Nathan Meyer
Mazel Tov on becoming a Bar Mitzvah
To:  Judy Kinman
On the loss of your beloved husband, Ken.   
To:  Dina, Jim, Emma and Max
On the loss of your beloved dad, grandpa and father-
in-law.  May his memory be a blessing.
To:  Dina Jacobs
On the loss of your beloved friend, Mickey.  
To:  The Sav Family
In memory of Ed Sav, beloved husband, father, father-
in-law and grandfather.  
To:  The Kaufman/Berlin Family
In memory of Dorothy Kaufman, beloved mother,
mother-in-law, grandmother.  
Rissa and Stan Sklar
To:  The Kaufman Family
In memory of Dorothy Kaufman.  Our deepest condo-
lences on your loss.
Lynne Lieberman and Joe Burak
To:  Diana Zelman
In memory of Jeff Deitch
To:  Judy Kinman
In memory of Ken
Deenie and Rich Block
To:  Judy Kinman & Family
In memory of Ken
Louis Boxer and Suzanne Simenhoff
To:  Laura Lee Blechner and Reisa Mukamal
In honor of your participation in Adamʼs Bar Mitzvah
Service
Penny and Sheldon Bernick
In memory of Bella Glatstein, beloved Bubbie
In memory of Grace Linker
To:  Stanton Deitch and family
In memory of Jeff Deitch
To:  Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Goldenberg
In memory of Rhea Goldenberg
To:  Eve Klothen
In honor of your dedication to Mazon
To:  Ralph Kaufman and Candy Berlin
In memory of Dorothy Kaufman, mother of Ralph
Kaufman
To:  Judy Kinman
In memory of Ken, husband of Judy Kinman 

DONATIONS April, 2013

continued, page13
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Rabbiʼs Discretionary Fund
Jane Laffend
Mark Schlam
To:  David and Lynn Cashell
In memory of Davidʼs brother, Dave Naylor
Anita Weber and Mark Cary
In gratitude of Pesach and to honor all those who lead us in the
BI Passover Community Seder
To:  Stanton Deitch and Family
In memory of Jeff Deitch.  May his memory be a blessing
To:  Naomi Sav and Family
In memory of Edwin Sav.  May his memory be a blessing
To:  Ralph Kaufman and Candy Berlin
In memory of Dorothy Kaufman.  May her memory be a blessing
To:  Judy Kinman and family
In memory of Ken Kinman.  May his memory be a blessing
To:  Dina Jacobs
In memory of Fred Jacobs.  May his memory be a blessing
To:  Mrs. Helen Cary
In honor of the yahrzeit of our step-father, Raymond McConnell.
May his memory be a blessing
Marcia and Steve Plotkin
To:  Stanton, Caleb and the entire Deitch family
In memory of Jeff, a unique and dedicated friend of our syna-
gogue
The Meyer Family
To:  Rick Epstein
In honor of Rick Epstein, Nathanʼs teacher
Randy Tiffany and Marjorie Yudkin
In support of dance at BI
David and Lynn Cashell
To:  The Sav Family
In memory of Edwin Sav
To:  The Kaufman Berlin Family
In memory of Ralphʼs mother, Dorothy Kaufman
To:  Arlene Benz
In memory of your brother in law, Charles Benz
To:  The Deitch Family
In memory of Jeff 
Bob Stone
To:  Ralph Kaufman and family
To honor the memory of Ralph Kaufmanʼs mother, Dorothy, –
also grandmother of Rebecca and Sophie
Barbara Kaplan
To:  Judy Kinman and Family
In memory of Ken Kinman, beloved husband of Judy.
Eve Klothen
To:  Stanton Deitch and Family
In memory of Jeff Deitch
To:  Lauren Isaacs
In honor of Laurenʼs Bat Mitzvah
David and Lynn Cashell
To:  Dina Jacobs, Jim and family
In memory of Fred Jacobs.

BIMAS
Helen Schachner
To:  Ralph Kaufman and family
In memory of your beloved mother, Dorothy Kaufman
Louis Boxer and Suzanne Simenhoff
In appreciation of the wonderful music for Adamʼs Bar
Mitzvah Service
The Blechner-Pragman Family
In memory of Jeff Deitch
The Library Fund
The Blechner-Pragman Family
To:  Judy Kinman
In memory of Ken Kinman.  
May his memory be a blessing.
Eleanor and Richard Strauss
To:  Judith Kinman and family
In loving memory of your husband, father & grandfather,
Kenneth Kinman

Social Action Fund
Rayman Solomon
To:  Eve Klothen
In honor of Eve Klothen
Joshua D. Waterston
To:  Deenie Block, Suzanne Davis, Steve Goldfield and
Jennifer Lenway
Thank you for your guidance and wisdom in helping the
Board develop a prudent and balanced budget for the
coming year
Elliott and Jean Heisman
Eve Klothen
With thanks to Louis Friedler, John Greenstine and the
Social Action Committee
David and Lynn Cashell
To:  Judy Kinman
In memory of Ken Kinman

The Torah Fund
Joyce and Ron Romoff
To:  Stanton Deitch and Family
In memory of Jeff Deitch
To:  Ralph Kaufman and Candy Bernlin
In memory of Dorothy Kaufman.  

Endowment Fund
Kevin, Elan and Randi Raskin Nash
To:  The Deitch family
In memory of Jeff, may his memory be a blessing to
you all

Josh and Jen Waterston
To:  Judy Kinman and Family
In memory of Ken Kinman.  May Kenʼs memory be a
source of comfort and blessing.  Youʼre in our thoughts
and prayers.

DONATIONS April, 2013
continued

continued, page14
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Hebrew School Trip to 
The National Museum 

of American Jewish History
Philadelphia, PA

by Debbie Sherman
On Sunday April 21 the Vav and Zayin classes
went on a field trip to The National Museum of
American Jewish History in Philadelphia, PA.  The
students and parent chaperones were treated to
a guided tour of the museum and learned many
interesting things.  We learned that the first
known Jewish settlers in America came from
Brazil in the 1600ʼs.  We also learned the different
roles Jewish Americans played in the Civil War –
both for the North and the South. 

We were fascinated by the area of the museum 
focusing on Jewish immigration and the Holo-
caust.  We also discovered the many famous
American Jewish athletes, actors, artists, and 
musicians who helped to influence American 
culture.  

It was a very enjoyable and educational trip.  We
learned many new things about Jewish Ameri-
cans and the important role they played in shap-
ing the country we have today. 

The Jonathan Raz Fund
Josh and Jen Waterston
To:  Naomi, Steve and Lisa
In memory of Edwin Sav.  We send prayers of support to you all.

The Eliana Andersen Fund
Kathy and Dan Andersen
To:  Stanton and Caleb Deitch and Family
In memory of Jeff Deitch, beloved son and father
To:  Molly Andersen
The 2013 recipient of the Robert Nichols Scholar Athlete Award
To:  Dan Andersen
In celebration of Danʼs 70th birthday – Mazel Tov!
To:  David and Lynn Cashell
In memory of Davidʼs brother, Dave Naylor

Mazel Tov from the Congregation to:
Dan Andersen in celebration of his 70th birthday
Molly Andersen, recipient of 

the 2013 Robert Nichols Scholar Athlete Award 
Harrison Fink on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah
Clayton Gaieski on becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Nathan Meyer on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah
Jill Gaieski on earning her PhD

Sending you blessings for healing:
Naomi Sav, Dottie Jenkins, Jane Laffend, Ken Laf-
fend,  Ron Romoff,  Andrew Kelly, 
Larry Green, Meira Pitkapaasi, Ray Rosenberg 

Condolences from the Congregation to:
The Deitch Family on the loss of Jeff Deitch
The Sav Family on the passing of Edwin Sav 
Ralph Kaufman on the passing of 
his mother,Dorothy Kaufman

Judy Kinman on the loss of her husband, Ken Kinman
Dina Jacobs, on the passing of her father, 

Fred Jacobs

DONATIONS April, 2013
continued
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Mourner Deceased Relationship Yahrzeit 2013 Yahrzeit 5773 Plaque

Kathleen Fink Frances Delaney Mother June 3 25 Sivan

David Gaieski Constance Gaieski Mother June 3 25 Sivan

Neil B Kauffman Ruth Kauffman Mother June 5 27 Sivan

Eleanor Skale Joseph Skale Father June 5 27 Sivan

Barbara Kaplan Ernest Faerber Father June 11 3 Tammuz

Naomi Sav Jessie Glassman Mother June 13 5 Tammuz

Miriam Sigler George Sigler Grandfather June 13 5 Tammuz

Robert Stone Vicki Brown Special Friend June 13 5 Tammuz

Joyann Kroser Harry Kroser Grandfather June 20 12 Tammuz

Penny Bernick Sara Bornstein Mother June 22 14 Tammuz

Lorraine Gross Morris Shapiro Father June 22 14 Tammuz 

Joyce Romoff Eric Paul Weizer Nephew June 22 14 Tammuz

Rissa Sklar Herman William 
Kaplan Father June 22 14 Tammuz

Mindy Frankfurt Gloria Frankfurt Mother June 23 15 Tammuz

Jason Schmoyer Gerald Schmoyer Father June 23 15 Tammuz

Susan Goldberg Louis Goldberg Father June 25 17 Tammuz 

Lorraine Gross Esther Shapiro Mother June 25 17 Tammuz 

Jackie Lesser Taube Michels Father June 25 17 Tammuz

Lois Deutsch Simon Schwalb Father June 26 18 Tammuz

Jay Handwerger Anna Handwerger Mother June 26 18 Tammuz

Harry Chen Tze Kong Chen Father June 27 19 Tammuz

Eleanor Skale Kate Skale Mother June 27 19 Tammuz

Barbara Kaplan Natalie Faerber Mother June 28 20 Tammuz
Barbara Drebing

Kauffman Lillian Drebing Mother June 28 20 Tammuz

Suzanne Simenhoff Norman Ellis 
Waxman Father June 30 22 Tammuz 

Randy London Janet London Mother July 1 23 Tammuz
Dan & Kathy 

Andersen Eliana Andersen Daughter July 3 25 Tammuz 

Judy Kinman Anna Lazarus Mother July 6 28 Tammuz

Helen Plotkin Judith “Billie” Plotkin Mother July 9 2 Av 

Jay Handwerger Harry Handwerger Father July 10 3 Av

June Yahrzeits
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Mourner Deceased Relationship Yahrzeit 2013 Yahrzeit 5773 Plaque

Randy London Janet London Mother July 1 23 Tammuz
Dan & Kathy 

Andersen Eliana Andersen Daughter July 3 25 Tammuz 

Judy Kinman Anna Lazarus Mother July 6 28 Tammuz

Helen Plotkin Judith “Billie” Plotkin Mother July 9 2 Av 

Jay Handwerger Harry Handwerger Father July 10 3 Av

Jane Laffend Audrey Shirk Mother July 11 4 Av 

Rae Roeder Toby M. Jacobs Father July 12 5 Av 

Rayfield Rosenberg Rose Rosenberg Mother July 12 5 AV 

Laura Lee Blechner Sylvia Ferentz Grandmother July 13 6 Av

Libbie Soffer Hyman Sommers Father July 14 7 Av 
Deborah Dymond

Markman Harold Dymond Father July 15 8 Av 

Barry Jacobs Morton W Jacobs Father July 17 10 Av 

Leslie Ann Alpert Louise Freed Mother July 18 11 Av

Andrew Bennett Len Bennett Father July 19 12 Av

Susan Klein Yetta Klein Mother July 19 12 Av 

Linda Cohen Helen Handloff Mother July 20 13 Av

Sheldon Bernick Judith Himmelstein
Bernick First Wife July 24 17 Av

Eleanor Strauss Charles Braus Brother July 27 20 Av

Joyann Kroser Samuel Stein Grandfather July 30 23 Av

Stan Sklar Essie Sklar Mother August 2 26 Av 

Amy Fantalis Essie Sklar Grandmother August 2 26 Av 

Judy Kinman Edie Schwartz Sister August 2 26 Av

Jane Laffend Harry Joseph
Metzger Grandfather August 2 26 Av

Marion Hamermesh Paul Yager Father August 3 27 Av

July/early August
Yahrzeits
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Bat & Bar Mitzvah Preparation
Hebrew & Math Tutor

Teacher/Tutor/Musician for 30 years
Beth Israel congregant for 12 years

Only 15 minutes from BI (Drexel Hill)
Variable rates based on ability to pay

Me’ira Pitkapaasi     
484-364-6851      

meira77@att.net
a
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE
http://bethisraelmedia.org

While youʼre there, please remember to register for a user account.

Congregation Beth Israel 
542 South New Middletown Road
Media, Pennsylvania 19063-2240
Ph 610-566-4645 Fax 610-566-2240
http://www.bethisraelmedia.org

Out-Going President
In-coming President
Rabbi
Editor, Content
Editor, Production
Editor, Yahrzeit List 
Editor Contributions List

Joshua Waterston
Jennifer Lenway
Linda Potemken
Sharon Kleban
Marion Hamermesh
Suzanne Davis
Arlene Benz

The Israelight is published on the first of each 
secular month. All submissions must be received
by the editor by the 1st of the preceding month to
guarantee inclusion. Articles may be submitted by
mail to the synagogue office or by email to: 

Israelight@bethisraelmedia.org 

Next Issue August 2013

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


