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The IsraeIight 
 

 

Highlights! See the Calendar for 
all dates 
 
Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Lin-
da, Thur, Jan 3, 12 noon, p. 4 
 
Torah Treks with Rabbi Kirsh-
baum, Sat, Jan 5, 12:30, p. 4 
 
Shabbat Around the Table potluck 
and welcome new members, Fri, 
Jan 4, 6:30 pm, p. 8 
 
Jonathan Raz Memorial Lecture, 
Sat, Jan 12, after services, p. 9 
 
End of Life Planning, Sun, Jan 13, 
10-noon, p.10 
 
Mega Challah Bake in Wilmington,  
Sun, Jan 13, 2-4:30, p. 14 
 
MLK Shabbat Mediation Services, 
Sat Jan 19, 9:45 am 
 
Torah & Literature, Tue, Jan 22, 
4:30, p. 4 
 
Tu B’Shevat Seder, Sat, Jan 26, 7-
7 pm. p. 11 
 
Torah & Literature, Tue, Jan 29, 
4:30, p. 4 

The Reasons I Volunteer in Israel 
by Steve Plotkin   steveplotkin@erols.com 

  

Each year I volunteer to work on an Is-

raeli (IDF) military base as a civilian 

noncombatant volunteer.  I offer my 

personal services through the nonprofit 

Volunteers for Israel program (www.vfi

-usa.org). 

  

Over the past 10 years I’ve been sta-

tioned at bases diverse enough to put 

me on the Lebanese/Syrian border in the 

north and the desert in the south.  Israel 

has a skinny east to west, but I've been 

there too. 

  

I'm certainly not unique as there are 

hundreds of volunteers every year with 

ages 16 to 90 from many countries, 

many religions and every socioeconom-

ic group. I've been able to ask many of 

these wonderful people about their rea-

son(s) for coming to Israel to do volunteer work at military bases. 

  

As you may imagine, their answers are as varied as the volunteers themselves. 

Some have been to Israel many times as tourists, but wanted more personal 

intimate involvement – to get out of the insular "tourist trap."  Some have 

written checks for years to various causes that support Israel, but decided to 

get personally involved on the ground.  They all want to give their very best of 

themselves!  Some go for religious reasons; others want to support the only 

true democracy in the Middle East. 

  

I share these reasons for volunteering with my fellow volunteers, but I also 

have other reasons.  I want to continue working shoulder-to-shoulder with 

these young soldiers who protect our Jewish Homeland, to look them in the 

eyes and tell them that they are not alone. 

  

With all the negative press Israel receives, U.N. condemnation and waning 

support here in the U.S., I am even more determined to make a stand with Is-

rael.  Will I blindly support every decision made by Israel?  No, just as I don't 

support all decisions of my own country. But I do believe Israel is our Jewish 

Homeland, a physical and spiritual sanctuary. 

  

Marcia & Steve Plotkin working on the IDF 

Golani training base near Haifa in 2009.  

Plotkin continued on page 3 

The BI Newsletter  

is now 

on the web  at  

www.bethisraelmedia.org 
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Rabbi’s Message  
by Rabbi Linda Potemken 

 

Reconstructionists may not take on all Jewish practices 

but we do endeavor to live by Jewish values. This 

month we will continue to explore those values through 

our many classes and services. 

 

The Raz lecture on Jan. 12th promises to be a fascinat-

ing journey into the challenges and triumphs of creat-

ing vibrant liberal communities across the globe and 

particularly in places where it is difficult or dangerous 

to cultivate Jewish life. The adult education program 

on the 13th supports us to make values based decisions 

for the toughest moments - at the end of life. 

 

Our Shabbat Shirah service this year (Jan 25th) will not 

only celebrate the story of the crossing of the Red Sea 

with music and song, but will embrace the story of lib-

eration, immigration and community in a brand new 

way. At this extraordinary service we will welcome 

guests from congregations in the area - churches and 

synagogues - who are also concerned with immigration 

issues and the plight of the undocumented. Our hope is 

to foster interfaith understanding as we raise up these 

important tikkun olam issues. We will share with our 

guests the resources, texts and sources of inspiration 

from our tradition as we work for more just laws in 

city, state and country. We will celebrate our texts and 

traditions that teach us the importance of remembering 

the stranger. This seems a most fitting way to conclude 

the week that begins with a celebration of the life and 

birthday of the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. And the 

BIMAS will accompany us! 

 

Many veteran Reconstructionists are familiar with the 

adage "halacha (Jewish law) has a vote, not a veto". 

We make decisions as a Reconstructionist community 

enlightened and informed by Jewish law while careful 

to delineate all the values that go into decisions about 

practice. We will have an opportunity to make deci-

sions about our shared Shabbat practice following 

learning and discussion at services on Jan. 11th and at 

the RPC meeting on Jan. 27th. Our theme for the even-

ing service and morning meeting will be "Shabbat In 

the 21st Century: Technology and Shalom". Together 

we will explore traditional approaches to the use of 

electronics on Shabbat alongside our current goals, 

values and hopes for meaningful Shabbat experience 

together. Reconstructionist Judaism values process. 

The journey of learning and sharing is a sacred part of 

our practice. Come prepared to learn something new, to 

share your heart and hopes and to engage with your 

community. 

 

Recognizing that many in our 

community celebrate Shabbat 

morning by sleeping in or resting 

at home, the RPC is offering a 

Shabbat experience on a Saturday 

afternoon. Minha is the name of 

the afternoon service and on Jan. 

26th, we will have a brief but 

poignant Minha service followed 

by a celebration of Tu B'Shvat, the 

new year for the trees. Come and 

experience something different 

and relax at home on Shabbat morning. The Tu S'Shvat 

seder will be followed by dinner and conclude with Hav-

dalah, the joyful ceremony to lovingly say goodbye to 

Shabbat. 

 

Recognizing that for some, Shabbat peace can best be 

found in quiet, we will offer a meditation service on Jan. 

19th. While the second hour of that service features our 

"traditional" Torah service, talk and discussion, the first 

hour will feature meditation instruction and practice fram-

ing each prayer. 

 

Our committees are looking for ways to create new oppor-

tunities for Hebrew School families to share in the wider 

activities of Beth Israel. We have two new offerings this 

month to that end. 

 

The first weekend of this month Hebrew School on Sun-

day is cancelled and a special service is planned for our 

students for the first hour on Shabbat morning. Parents are 

encourged to attend the regular service or to join their 

children in the student service. For the second hour, the 

students will be celebrated as they join the larger group, 

ascend the bima to watch a creative Torah reading and 

share in a creative/participatory d'var Torah with all the 

adults present. We hope that giving them Sunday off will 

help them to get to BI on Shabbat morning, to experience 

Shabbat ,and will also enable parents to do the same. For 

parents only, we have scheduled a special series of classes 

called Torah and Literature scheduled for Tuesdays while 

your student is in Hebrew School. This class is open to all 

BI adults and teens, but we are hoping that HS parents 

will make a special effort to enjoy this new offering. 

Finally, join us for the sweetness of "Shabbat Around The 

Table" the first Friday of this month (Jan.), where we cele-

brate our service and dinner seder style in a cozy, informal 

evening around the Shabbat table. This month we cele-

brate and welcome our newest members. This works nice-

ly for adults and children. If you haven't yet been to a BI 

Shabbat Around the Table, now is the time to try it on. 

I look forward to sharing these experiences with you.  

 

L'Shalom, Rabbi Linda 
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I am inspired by Israel's spirit of survival and outrageous 

success in the presence of determined enemies.  I think 

that we as Jews are often made stronger through troubled 

times.  I know that the founding fathers of our country 

(and those of Israel) were tempered in the fire of conflict 

and still had the strength to form nations of vision and 

greatness. 

  

I have often thought of Israel as the "burning bush," of-

ten to be set upon by enemies – but never to be con-

sumed. 

  

My personal contributions to Israel are indeed small, but 

I am proud to do what I can, when I can. When I am very 

old and unable to travel, then I hope my memories will 

be intact so I can think back upon all the truly wonderful 

people I met and revisit the inspiring sights I witnessed 

while I was in Israel. 

  

Steve Plotkin 

Steve Plotkin continued.. 

President's Message  
 

Perspective is an interesting thing. 

It's essential to have, and yet we 

often lack it just when it's sorely 

needed. I was having just such an 

issue recently, when I had spent 

several evenings channeling my 

inner Jacob. I had wrestled with 

our new synagogue management 

software, Shul Suite until dawn 

(well, not really, but it felt like it). 

I felt like the success of this new 

system was depending on me, and 

that I wasn't up to the task. I began to feel a tad bit frus-

trated and overwhelmed. This was combined with other 

assorted stresses that week which, all together, made for a 

difficult time.  

 

The next day I came into work, to a touching note sent by 

a friend and co-worker. Her mother had just passed away, 

only a year and a half after her boyfriend of many dec-

ades had died of cancer. Her note said that as her family 

has grown smaller, she has come to more greatly appreci-

ate and rely upon her friends and colleagues in our office. 

This made me stop and think: as difficult as things were, 

was it possible that I was looking at the glass as half emp-

ty? 

 

A different perspective can help us consider new solu-

tions to ongoing challenges. That is how - with a huge 

amount of work from Elaine Feldman, Jen Lenway, Steve 

Goldfield, and many of our congregants, the gas conver-

sion project should be a reality as you read this article.  

 

We'll have a warmer synagogue and will save money at 

the same time. Sometimes congregants don't pay dues on 

time, not because they can't, or don't want to, but because 

we don't keep it at the forefront of their minds. Never fear 

- Shul Suite's here! Congregants can now set up recurring 

payments for dues or contributions, rather than paying in 

one lump sum. We're also considering how and when we 

send out bills. This year, due to the transition to Shul 

Suite, our second and final 

billing letter will be in Jan-

uary. Please pay your dues 

as early as you can. This 

will help prevent me from 

writing articles that involve 

pictures of money trees. 

 

Another challenge is get-

ting the word out to congre-

gants and potential guests 

about our exciting pro-

grams. Our website now has detailed information on up-

coming events and programs - links to flyers, a calendar 

and news feed. The Israelight is online! It's easier than 

ever to stay informed. We had an amazing number of 

events in the fall, from adult education, to social action, to 

community building/fundraising, and more. We had a tre-

mendous response to the BI survey. Your insightful and 

thoughtful responses will help us focus on where we are 

doing well, and where we need to improve. 

 

So all is not lost, as it turns out. Things are moving for-

ward. Maybe not at warp speed, but they are moving. All 

it takes to see it, from time to time, is a bit of perspective. 

In friendship, 

 

Josh Waterston 
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Read and Subscribe  

to my Blog at  

BrandywineValleyBlog.com  

Thursday, January 3 12:00 - 1:30 

Join in to share Torah, lunch and one another’s com-

pany in the Rabbi's study. Explore various Jewish 

practices, texts and other topics of interest. Curricu-

lum will be guided by the interests of the partici-

pants. RSVP at least 2 days in advance to Arlene 

Benz, 610-566-4645. 

 

Saturday January 5: 12:30 Torah Treks The Book 

of Isaiah with R. Donna Kirshbaum. Potluck 11:45 

to 12:30. 

Saturday, February 9: Torah Treks The Book of 

Jeremiah with R. Linda 

  

Saturday January 12, 2013. The Jonathan Raz 

Memorial Lecture (see flyer on page 9). Guest lec-

turer Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor of the World 

Union for Progressive Judaism. Lecture will follow 

Shabbat Services and catered Kiddush/Lunch RSVP 

to 610 566-4645 x 7 

 

Sunday January 13 10:00 - 12:00 Part 1 in a 2 part 

series. End of Life: The Paperwork - Being pre-

pared by taking care of administrative details that 

surround illness and the end of life eases the load at 

a time when you might be unable to communicate 

your desires and your family is emotionally less able 

to make decisions. This workshop is for everybody 

regardless of what stage of life you may be in right 

now. After an introduction to some of the Jewish 

values surrounding the end of life and some of the 

Tuesdays 4:30 - 5:45 1/22, 1/29, 2/5  

Torah and Literature: Exploring Judaism 

and Life Through the Contemporary 

Short Story  

 

Come in from the cold on a winter's after-

noon. Experience the joy of shorts stories. 

Join Rabbi Linda in her study to com-

mune with some of her favorite authors. 

medical circumstances that arise, we will look at the 

legal documents that direct medical decision making 

- relieving family members from having to make 

these difficult choices. (Advanced Directives, Medi-

cal/Physicians Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment, 

Powers of Attorney for Health Care)   (with R. Lin-

da,  Scott Manaker, Jenny Stiller, and Marion 

Hamermesh) 

  
 

Janaury 19, Shabbat morning service: Meditation 

For Peace and Presence, Rabbi Linda will offer 

several opportunities to learn or to practice medita-

tion to find greater peace and presence in life. Some 

of these will occur at contemplative Shabbat ser-

vices and other sessions will take place in the rabbi's 

study.  

Adult Education This Month 

http://BrandywineValleyBlog.com/
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ATTENTION YOUNG FAMILIES 
 

Our Young Family Shabbat program continues with din-

ners and services scheduled for Friday January (18th) 

and March (15th). 

 

All are welcome to attend these evenings that begin with 

blessings and dinner and are followed by short child cen-

tered services led by our Rabbi and a class of older stu-

dents from the Hebrew School. 

 

Bring the kids in PJ's, schmooze, eat and pray, the BI 

way. 

 

A COZY SHABBAT EVENING - BRINGING 
OUR LOVED ONES TO BETH ISRAEL 
 

This February (1st) our Shabbat evening features a 

grandparent and special friend Shabbat.  

 

We encourage you to bring someone special to BI for a 

short but sweet service at 6:30 followed by a potluck 

dinner and Israeli dancing. 

 

Introduce your dear ones to your wonderful BI commu-

nity. 
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Religious Practices Committee  
 
Dear Friends, 
 As we approach the shortest days of the year, we 
enter a potentially tricky time for Jews. American culture 
seems completely fixed on the approach of December 
25th (though serious Christians often argue, with merit, 
that the emphasis is far too much on the commercial ra-
ther than the spiritual significance of the day). School and 
work calendars revolve around Christmas, we are all get-
ting really sick of Christmas Musak, and we have been 
wished “Merry Christmas” too many times by well-
meaning acquaintances.  
 
 Perhaps you will also heave a sigh of relief when 
December 26th (or January 2nd) arrives and we can all 
get back to our routines. 
 
 Of course we do have Hanukkah, which this year 
falls in the 2nd week of December (it will be very early 
next year, starting on November 27th, erev Thanksgiv-
ing).  Hanukkah has taken on a larger role both within 
American culture and within American Jewish culture 
than it would have if it were at a different season. Most 
Americans are probably aware that Jews observe Hanuk-
kah around the same time as Christmas, while far fewer 
could identify holidays such as Shavuot or Sukkot which 
are in fact significantly more important in the Jewish cal-
endar. And many American Jewish families are also like-
ly to emphasis Hanukkah observances to a greater extent 
than many other events in the Jewish year. 
 
 Most of us are aware that Hanukkah arose in con-
nection with the military success of the Hasmoneans in 
the year 164 BCE. The Book of Maccabees (which is in-
cluded in the Catholic but not the Jewish canon) relates 
that Judah Maccabee decreed the 25th of Kislev as the 
date on which the defiled Temple sanctuary would be 
consecrated and the sacrificial service would resume.   
 
 This date was selected because it marked the third 
anniversary of the date on which Antiochus initiated idol-
atrous worship in the temple. There is some evidence that 
Antiochus, in turn, had selected the 25th of Kislev be-
cause it was the date of an earlier festival which may have 
been observed by Hellenized Jews.  
 
 Thus it is largely or completely coincidental that 
the date for Hanukkah coincides approximately with the 
winter solstice. The establishment of an eight day holiday, 
according to the Book of Maccabees, was because the 
Jews had been unable to observe the eight days of Sukkot 
two months earlier while engaged in guerilla warfare. 
This is analogous to the provision for observing Passover 
late for those unable to do so at the appointed time. The 
use of lights, the miracle of the oil, Hanukkah gelt, latkes, 
and the words for “I have a little dreidel” do not appear 
until the rabbinic period. 

Teen Corner 
 

Midrasha Aleph (for 8th-10th graders) and Midrasha Bet 

(for 11th and 12th graders) continue to meet monthly 

with Rabbi Linda for bagels, laughter and Torah. (BLT) 

Whether you are a veteran member of these groups or 

coming for the first time, all BI teens are welcome to have 

a "Reconstructionist BLT " exploring Torah, contempo-

rary issues and matters close to your heart. Theser are 

adult meetings tailored for Beth Israel teens. Join us. For 

more information contact Rabbi Linda Potemken or our 

principal Helene Cohen. 

 

Would you like to meet teens from other groups in Del-

aware County? Mekom Torah High School (MTHS) 

meets at BI or at Ohev and is run by BI member Rabbi 

Helen Plotkin. MTHS is open to teens from all over Dela-

ware County and meets on Sunday afternoons. For more 

information contact helen@mekomtorah.org. 

 

Teens: Did you enjoy reading Torah or leading prayers at 

your Bar or Bat Mitzvah? We'd love to hear your voice 

on the bima. Contact Rabbi Linda or RPC chairs Randy 

TIffany or Laura Lee Blechner if you would like to enjoy 

those privileges again. We will give you all the support 

you need to succeed and to enjoy the experience. 

 

Teens: How might our synagogue community support you 

as you navigate middle school and high school? How 

would you like to support the important work of Beth Is-

rael? What tikkun olam issues are near and dear to your 

heart? Contact Rabbi Linda or any member of the Board 

to share your ideas and hopes. 

 
 The connection to Sukkot may seem trivial until 
we consider the importance of Sukkot in the Jewish calen-
dar. The ark of the Jewish calendar between midsummer 
and early fall is from Tisha B’Av through Sukkot.  
 
 We begin with the low point of the Jewish year in 
which we mourn the destruction of both Temples and all 
the other calamities that have befallen our people.  
 
 We are consoled during Elul and reach a spiritual 
high point during the Days of Awe as we experience a 
spiritual cleansing. Sukkot is the ecstatic celebration of 
having come through that process whole. It is no surprise, 
then, that the Maccabees were loath to miss out on cele-
brating Sukkot for a year. —Randy Tiffany. 
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Hebrew School 
 

The Hebrew School is starting to prepare for our biannual 

Hebrew School Talent Show, which will take place on 

Sat, February 2, at 7pm. All are welcome! Any students 

(or adults) who would like to participate in the talent 

should contact Shawn Dresner. 

  

Proceeds from the talent show will go towards creation of 

a GaGa court at BI, which the school's student aides have 

designated as their legacy gift. (Many thanks to the stu-

dent aids, Jared Brown, Sydney Bruck, Shawn Dresner 

and Thomas Fogel, for their thoughtfulness.) 

  

GaGa (also known as Israeli dodgeball) is a great team 

building sport and a lot of fun for kids of all ages and ath-

letic abilities. 

  

If anyone would like to contribute to the GaGa project 

(either funds or help building the GaGa pit), please con-

tact Helene Cohen. 

The Hebrew School participated in our annual Mitzvah 

Mall on Dec 2, and it was a huge success! We raised sig-

nificant funds, which were split between the following 

organizations: 

 MAZON:  Second Harvest 

 Community Action Agency of Delaware County 

 HIAS (Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society) 

  

Many thanks to our "bankers", Jared Brown, Theresa Cit-

renbaum, and Talia Liu. Thanks also to our students who 

designed the MM gift cards, Paige Brown, Jessica Cantor, 

and Lily Forbes. And, of course, special thanks to all our 

Hebrew School families who participated. 

Photos at the 

Mall  

The Mitzvah 

Mall. 
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Endowment Fund For BI 

Did you know that Beth Israel has its own endowment 

fund, just like a university or hospital, or other charitable 

organization?  The Beth Israel Endowment Fund was 

created in 2008 to provide a permanent source of finan-

cial support to help ensure the continued programs and 

services of the congregation.  The Endowment Fund 

Committee met recently and approved a distribution of 

$2,624 for 2012.  This amount will be transferred to the 

congregation’s operating account to help support this 

year’s budget.   Since its inception, the Endowment Fund 

has now distributed a total of $10,019 to the congrega-

tion. 

There are two ways in which the Endowment Fund will 

grow to produce greater and greater financial support.  

The first is through current contributions of cash or secu-

rities.  In the past twelve months, the Fund has received 

$3,500 in donations.  You can make a donation to the 

Endowment Fund at any time to commemorate a bar or 

bat mitzvah, a yahrzeit, or simply to express your appre-

ciation for the ways in which BI has been an important 

part of your life and the life of your family.   A contri-

bution to the Fund will also help to ensure that BI will 

be here to enrich the lives of those who follow us. 

The second way that the Fund will grow is through 

members including BI and its Endowment Fund in their 

estate plans.  So far, twenty-one members of Beth Isra-

el have stated their intentions to include BI in their 

plans, through a variety of means.  The most typical 

way has been through a bequest in a will.  Some mem-

bers have made BI a beneficiary of an IRA or a life 

insurance policy.  One member has made BI a benefi-

ciary of a special long-term health care account.             

If you would like more information about the BI En-

dowment Fund and how you can support it now or in 

your estate plan, or if you would like to serve on the 

Endowment Fund Committee, please contact Burt Co-

hen, Chair of the Endowment Fund Committee, at 610-

328-0724 or bucohen@sp2.upenn.edu.        

 



9  Vol 36, No. 4   January 2013 — Tevet/Shevat 5773 

 



10  Vol 36, No. 4   January 2013 — Tevet/Shevat 5773 

 



11  Vol 36, No. 4   January 2013 — Tevet/Shevat 5773 

 



12  Vol 36, No. 4   January 2013 — Tevet/Shevat 5773 

 

Please remember to do-

nate toiletries etc. for 

Community Action Agen-

cy of Delaware County 

in the blue bin in the lobby. Thank 

you - SAC   

Social Action Committee 

Upcoming/Ongoing Activities 

Food Service, Monday, December 31:  Food donations 

and servers needed.  Information is forthcoming.   

Preparing for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service:  

SAC member Elaine Wasekanes is gathering a list of ser-

vice activities in the area, which she will accumulate, or-

ganize, and send to the Congregation.  Please let Elaine 

know of any such events or useful websites: catwa-

sekanes@yahoo.com. 

MLK, Jr. Day of Service Activity at BI, Monday, Janu-

ary 21, 2013, 1:00 to 3:00 pm:  Now that the weather is 

turning, it’s a good time to take out your knitting needles 

and crochet hooks and make a few hats for those in need.  

As she has in the past, SAC member Judy Kinman is or-

ganizing the once-a-year afternoon of knitting and cro-

cheting hats for Back on My Feet (BOMF) and Communi-

ty Action Agency of Delaware County (CAADC).    

BOMF needs hats for their homeless men who run 

throughout the winter, and CAADC needs hats for their 

families (all ages) who reside in their shelters.  Yarn has 

been donated, Judy has an easy hat pattern for knitting, 

and SAC member Lynn Cashell can give instructions for 

crocheting hats.  Anyone who wishes to meet before then 

for a learning session, or just wants company while knit-

ting or crocheting, should contact Judy Kinman: kin-

man@upenn.edu.  Beginners are welcome. 

Swarthmore Coop Food Service, Sunday evening, Feb-

ruary 3 (cooking), Monday, February 4 (delivery):  

Last March BI participated in a special project organized 

by Swarthmorean Helen Nadel and others:  Each month a 

group gathers after hours on a Sunday evening at the 

Swarthmore Coop to cook nutritious meals made from 

delicious, fresh food.  The following day, the meals, about 

five days’ worth, are delivered to seniors and others in 

need in the area.  Once again, SAC is facilitating BI’s par-

ticipation in this tikkun olam project.  All BI members, 

aged 16 and older, are welcome to participate.  Helen 

Nadel will be there to teach and supervise.  Social Action 

Committee member John Greenstine will be the point per-

son for BI.  More information about how you can partici-

pate is forthcoming.  If you know of anyone in the Wall-

ingford-Swarthmore-Media area who is in need of this 

food program, please contact Jean Fleschute at jean-

fleschute@verizon.net. 

 

Recent Activities 

aFewSteps to Greener Living, Sunday, December 2:  

Approximately thirty-four BI congregants and two people 

from the general public participated in a well run presenta-

tion given by four members of aFewSteps.org: Phil Cole-

man, David Director, Carr Everbach, and Beth Murray.  

People commented that they enjoyed the program and 

learned new information.   

The presenters used a variety of activities—a brief quiz 

to test people’s prior knowledge and greener living sav-

vy, small break-out groups charged with listing ways that 

as individuals, homeowners, and families they could im-

mediately reduce their carbon footprint.  There was large 

group sharing of these ideas with a cost, doability, and 

benefit analysis.  At the end the group provided helpful 

handouts.   

One participant said that the presenters’ “humor and ease 

in working with the group helped the content hit home.”  

Another member of the audience felt that the presenters 

were relaxed, personable, and well prepared.  Through 

the quiz, given at the beginning of the program, we 

learned that Americans throw away about 40% of all 

food; that driving less aggressively can use 20% less gas-

oline; that old latex paint can be properly disposed of in 

the trash, provided that the paint has dried out; that 

showering uses less energy and water than taking a bath; 

as well as other knowledge about sustainable practices. 

This activity was offered jointly by the Social Action and 

Adult Education Committees.  

Future Social Action Committee Meetings 

Are you interested in furthering social action in the com-

munity?  We’re always looking for new committee mem-

bers to help plan activities and take on responsibilities.  

We generally meet the first Thursday evening of the 

month at 7:30 pm.  See the BI directory for address infor-

mation or contact Jean Fleschute: 610-328-4824 or jean-

fleschute@verizon.net.  Please join us: 

 

Thursday, January 3, 2013, 7:30 pm:  Host and location 

to be announced. 

mailto:catwasekanes@yahoo.com
mailto:catwasekanes@yahoo.com
mailto:kinman@upenn.edu
mailto:kinman@upenn.edu
mailto:jeanfleschute@verizon.net
mailto:jeanfleschute@verizon.net
mailto:jeanfleschute@verizon.net
mailto:jeanfleschute@verizon.net
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Rabbi David Teutsch, a leader of the Reconstructionist Movement, spoke to a full 

house at Beth Israel on the first day of Hanukkah (Dec 9th).  Posing the question, 

“How do liberal Jews reconcile their Jewish and American identities?” he offered 

three ways to that end, 1) shared Jewish vocabulary giving us shared concepts, 2) 

shared Jewish practices including a shared calendar and lifestyle, and 3) ways of 

decision making that open us to learning from and understanding each other.  He 

cited examples from his own experience where deeply-held differences in a Jewish 

community led to deeper understanding and connection and personal and communal 

growth.  A lively question-answer period followed.  It was clear many of us were 

grappling with the question he had raised.   Rabbi Teutsch is an editor and contribu-

tor to the planned multi-volume series, “A Guide to Jewish Practice” (2011) which 

explores these topics in depth with commentary from many modern sources. —

Anita Weber. 

Rabbit David Teutsch Spoke on a Guide to Jewish Practice 



14  Vol 36, No. 4   January 2013 — Tevet/Shevat 5773 

 

Randy Tiffany of the Religious 

Practices Committee checking 

the brunch food at the Rabbi 

Teutsch’s talk. The learned Rab-

bi suggested that BI had among 

the best baked goods of any 

synagogue in the area. 

Check out our new website at www.bethisraelmedia.org 
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Landscaping Committee Report 
 

The crape myrtle planted this spring in honor of Buzz 

Waterston by the Council of Past Presidents grew well 

this year and has firmly taken root.  The tree has a name, 

“Papa’s Tree of Life,” given by Sammy Waterston. 

  

With the help our 

neighbor, Steve Lin-

ville and their heavy 

equipment, we 

cleared the thistle 

patch along the back 

parking lot and 

planted a large ex-

panse of grass (see 

photo) which is 

growing well.  It can 

provide additional 

area for outdoor activities.  Steve also cleared out a sec-

tion in the back, removing some invasive Ailanthus altis-

sima trees and revealing this view of Linvilla shown 

above from what I’ve dubbed “Presidents’ Point.”  We 

blew and raked leaves this fall and have a new leaf pile 

in the back. Over the winter, we plan to cut grape vines  

from the trees to allow tree growth in honor of Tu B’She-

vat.  

 

BI owns more land beyond the back parking lot than 

many realize.  Our property extends beyond Presidents’ 

Point to the bottom of the hill. 

  

In addition, the porch floor of the green house has been 

painted and sealed. This spring, we hope to finish scrap-

ing and painting the entire porch area.  

  

—Anita Weber 

Hanukkah in the Hebrew School 

Did you know you can make a Menorah with just your hands 

and a little paint?  And, they’re really pretty. 

The Bet class and Teacher Kimberly Dresner. 
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 DONATIONS  
December, 2012 

 

BIMAS 

Lisa Liebman and Steven Sav 

In honor of the BIMAS beautiful music for Sam’s Bar 

Mitzvah 

 

The SAC Fund 

Helen Schachner 

To:  Lauri and Phil Mansky 

To honor the birth of Lucy Madeline Thornton, 1st grand-

child for Lauri and Phil Mansky. Mazel Tov! 

To:  Stu Pittel and Susan Klein 

To honor your 25th Wedding Anniversary! 

 

Josh and Jen Waterston 

To:  Alex Dresner  

In memory of Victor Newman, grandfather of Alex Dres-

ner.  May his memory be a blessing. 

 

Atkins Family and Simenhoff-Boxer Family 

To:  The Dresner Family 

Thinking of you in your time of sorrow 

 

The Nash Family 

To:  The Dresner Family 

In memory of Alex’s grandfather, may his memory be a 

blessing to you all. 

 

Susan Klein and Stu Pittel 

To:  Larrye Loss and family 

In memory of your father, Robert Arthur Loss 

To:  Alex Dresner and family 

In memory of Victor Newman, your grandfather 

To:  Lauri and Phil Mansky 

Welcome Lucy Madeline Thornton, first grandchild for 

Lauri and Phil Mansky 

 

Blechner-Pragman Family 

To:  The Loss Family 

In memory of your father and grandfather, Robert Loss.  

May his memory be a blessing 

 

Lauri and Phil Mansky 

To:  Larrye Loss 

Sorry to hear of your father’s passing 

 

Judy Kinman 

To:  Larrye Loss and family 

In memory of your father, Robert Loss 

To:  Lauri and Phil Mansky 

Mazel Tov on the birth of Lucy Madeline 

To:  Alex Dresner 

In memory of Victor Newman 

To:  Lynn Cashell 

In memory of Jerry Mauze 

 

Endowment Fund 

Emily Squires Levine and Ronald Levine 

In memory of Arnold Squires and Morton Levine 

 

The Jonathan Raz Fund 

Josh and Jen Waterston 

To:  Sharon Kleban 

In honor of your hard work at getting our new website up 

and running 

 

The Eliana Andersen Fund 

Merle and Stan Saft 

To:  Kathy and family 

In honor of the long life of Ruth Silberman 

To:  Lauri and Phil 

In celebration of the marvelous addition to your family 

 

Peter Weimer 

To:  Kathy and family 

In memory of Ruth Silberman 

 

Emily Squires Levine and Ronald Levine and family 

To:  Kathy Andersen and family 

In memory of your mother, Ruth Silberman 

 

Norman and Rose Ann Woldorf 

To:  Kathy Andersen 

In  memory of Ruth Silberman, mother of Kathy Andersen 

 

Susan Klein and Stuart Pittel 

To:  Kathy Andersen and family 

In memory of your mother, Ruth Silberman 

 

Rabbi Linda 

To:  The Andersen Family 

In memory of Ruth Silberman.  May her memory be a 

blessing 

 

Joe and Lois Deutsch 

To:  Kathy Andersen 

In memory of your mother, Ruth Silberman 

 

Steve Platt 

To:  Kathy Andersen 

In memory of Ruth Silberman 

 

The General Fund 

Donation from Joan Heller, mother of Deanie Heller 

 

Blechner-Pragman Family 

To:  The Dresner Family 
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In memory of your grandfather and great grandfather, 

Victor Newman.  May his memory be a blessing 

To:  Jenny Stiller 

Thank you so much for your help with my problem.  It 

was much appreciated. 

Judy Kinman 

To:  Kathy Andersen 

In memory of your mother, Ruth Silberman 

To:  Lynn Cashell 

In memory of Jerry Mauze, Lynn Cashell’s father.  May 

his memory be a blessing 

 

The Golden Book 

Donation from Sharon Kleban 

 

Rabbi Linda 

To:  Don Lessem and Valerie Jones 

In honor of your marriage.  Wishing you decades of hap-

piness and blessings.  

To:  Sam Sav 

Mazel Tov on the occasion of your Bar Mitzvah 

To:  The Atkins Family 

On the death of your beloved cousin, Lee.  May you raise 

up the blessings of his memory.  Wishing you and all of 

his loved ones strength, healing and all solace that is pos-

sible.   

To:  The Loss Family 

On the death of Robert Loss, beloved father of Larrye.  

May his memory remain a blessing for generations to 

come.  Wishing all of you strength as you mourn his pass-

ing. 

To:  The Dresner Family 

On the death of Alex’s grandfather, Victor Newman.  May 

his memory be a blessing and a comfort as you mourn his 

passing. 

To:  Andy, Merdie, Amanda and Brandon Coleman 

On the passing of Gilbert Coleman, your beloved father, 

father-in-law and grandpa.  May his memory be a bless-

ing to all of you. 

To:  Lauren, Andrew, Lili and Ela 

On the passing of Henry Walter Eisenberg, your beloved 

father, father-in-law and grandpa.  May his memory be a 

blessing. 

 

Mel and Marilyn Drukin 

To:  Larrye Loss 

In loving memory of your dad, Robert Arthur Loss 

To:  Alex Dresner 

In loving memory of your grandfather, Victor Newman 

 

Helen Schachner 

To:  Larrye Loss 

In memory of Robert Loss, beloved father of Larrye Loss 

 

Deenie and Rich Block 

To:  Lynn Cashell and family 

In memory of Jerry Mauze 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Donations were made by Sharon Kleban, Cheryl Pullen, 

Julian Yates and Rebecca Winer 

 

Alan Ross 

In memory of Lehman Ross 

 

The Nash Family 

To: The Atkins Family 

In memory of your dear cousin, Lee.  May his memory be 

a blessing to you all. 

 

Joyce and Ron Romoff 

In gratitude for the support we’ve received this year 

 

Linda and Burt Cohen 

To:  Lynn Cashell 

In memory of Jerry Mauze, stepfather of Lynn Cashell  

 

Anita Weber and Mark Cary 

To;  The Cashell and Mauze families 

Condolences on the passing of your step-father and be-

loved husband, Jerry Mauze.  May his memory be a bless-

ing 

To:  The Loss family 

Condolences on the passing of Robert Loss, husband, fa-

ther and grandfather.  May his memory be a blessing 

 

Mazel Tov from the Congregation to: 

Sam Sav on becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

 

Sending you blessings for healing: 

Ed and Naomi Sav, Dottie Jenkins, Jane Laffend, Ken Laf-

fend,  Ron Romoff, Bob Stone, Andrew Kelly, Ken Kin-

man,  Randee O’Donnell, Gavri’el Pitkapaasi, Wendy 

Waterston 

 

Condolences from the Congregation to: 

Michelle and Dan Atkins on the passing of your cousin, 

Lee 

Alex Dresner on the passing of your grandfather, Victor 

Newman 

Larrye Loss on the passing of your father, Robert Arthur 

Loss 

Lynn Cashell on the passing of your step-father, Jerry 

Mauze 
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   Yahrzeit List – Tevet/Shevat – 5773 – Jan. 2013 

- An asterisk ('*') indicates that 

a plaque exists at BI for the de-

ceased. 

- "Heb./Eng. Date" refers to date 

of death as it falls on this year’s 

calendar. 

- "Syn. Obs." is the synagogue 

observance date, the Saturday 

PRIOR to the Hebrew date.  

 Plaque List Tevet/Shevat 5773 Jan 2013 

 In Memory Of Heb./Eng Date Syn. Obs. 

 Jack Jacob Rehfeld,  Tevet 23/Jan. 5 Jan. 5 

  Bernard Horwitz,  Tevet 27/Jan. 9 Jan. 5 

  Matt Coburn,  Shevat 2/Jan. 13 Jan. 12 

  Isadore Lehrfeld,  Shevat 4/Jan. 15 Jan. 12 

  Reba Lampert,  Shevat 4/Jan. 15 Jan. 12 

  Hannah Rudnick,  Shevat 10/Jan. 21 Jan. 19 

  Lottie Haselnus,  Shevat 11/Jan. 22 Jan. 19 

  Ida Toborowsky,  Shevat 12/Jan. 23 Jan. 19 

  Ira Hirsh,  Shevat 13/Jan. 24 Jan. 19 

  Samuel Litz,  Shevat 13/Jan. 24 Jan. 19 

  Henrietta Waldman,  Shevat 14/Jan. 25 Jan. 19 

  Maurice Glass,  Shevat 14/Jan. 25 Jan. 19 

  Morris Mailman,  Shevat 16/Jan. 27 Jan. 26 

  Harry Rothberg,  Shevat 16/Jan. 27 Jan. 26 

  Israel Gordon,  Shevat 16/Jan. 27 Jan. 26 

  Gita Riva Levin,  Shevat 17/Jan. 28 Jan. 26 

  Isidore Spitzer Shevat 21/Feb. 1 Jan. 26 

 

Mourner Name Deceased Name Yahrzeit Date Relationship Hebrew Yahrzeit Date 

Gornstein, Moriah Ebba Spector 6-Jan-13 grandparent 24 Tevet 5773 

Gottlieb, Ruth Julius Panzer 6-Jan-13 parent 24 Tevet 5773 

Waterston, Wendy Irving Reier 7-Jan-13 parent 25 Tevet 5773 

Schwartz, Arnie Esther Schwartz 10-Jan-13 parent 28 Tevet 5773 

Strauss, Eleanor Esther Braus 10-Jan-13 parent 28 Tevet 5773 

Friedler, Louis Saul Friedler 10-Jan-13 parent 28 Tevet 5773 

Schlam, Mark Harry Schlam 10-Jan-13 parent 28 Tevet 5773 

Drukin, Mel Samuel Drukin 12-Jan-13 parent 1 Shevat 5773 

Ritter, Judy Frances Ritter 12-Jan-13 parent 1 Shevat 5773 

Strauss, Eleanor Sylvia Rollin 16-Jan-13 sibling 5 Shevat 5773 

Boyd, Sharon Merton Sheppard 17-Jan-13 mother’s partner 6 Shevat 5773 

Chen, Harry Julia Chen 18-Jan-13 parent 7 Shevat 5773 

Dresner, Alex Evelyne Newman 18-Jan-13 grandparent 7 Shevat 5773 

Cohen, Burton Evelyn Cohen 19-Jan-13 parent 8 Shevat 5773 

Laffend, Ken Edward Laffend 20-Jan-13 parent 9 Shevat 5773 

Boyd, Sharon Gerald Kahn 20-Jan-13 parent 9 Shevat 5773 

Laffend, Jane Edward Laffend 20-Jan-13 child-in-law 9 Shevat 5773 

Mansky, Lauri Maxwell Salzman 22-Jan-13 grandparent 11 Shevat 5773 

Roeder, Rae E. Nathan Jacobs 22-Jan-13 parent 11 Shevat 5773 

Gross, Bill Ben Gross 23-Jan-13 parent 12 Shevat 5773 

Verbits, Marilyn Ruth Verbits 23-Jan-13 parent 12 Shevat 5773 

Bernstein, Peter Helen Bernstein 26-Jan-13 parent 15 Shevat 5773 

Skale, Eleanor Stephen H. Skale 29-Jan-13 sibling 18 Shevat 5773 

Schlam, Mark Sy Lutto 30-Jan-13 uncle 19 Shevat 5773 

Handwerger, Nancy Ida K. Bluestone 1-Feb-13 parent 21 Shevat 5773 
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