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The IsraeIight 
 

 

 
Saturday, February 4,  6:30 pm 
Havdallah and Astronomy To Go (p. 12) 
  
February 7, 7 pm 
Tu B’Shevat Seder  (p. 9) 
 
February 9, 16, 23,  7:30 pm 
Adult Education on the Shema (p. 4) 
 
Saturday, February 11, 12:30 pm 
One Book, One Community (p. 5) 
 
Sunday February 12 3:30 pm 
PJ Library Story time (p. 14) 
 
Friday, February 17 at 8 pm 
Musical Shabbat (p. 4) 
 
Wednesday, February 22 (p. 17) 
Deadline for Mishloach Manot orders 
 
Saturday, February 25  Torah Treks R. 
Donna Kirshbaum, II Samuel 
 
Sunday, February 26, 10 am– 12 
Eliana Anderson Festival (p. 12,13) 
 
Friday, March 2, 6:30 pm 
Shabbat Across America  (p. 8) 
 
Sunday, March 4, 1 pm 
Pampered Chef Fundraiser (p. 7) 
 
Wednesday, March 7,  
Hamentashen baking 10:30 am (p. 5) 
PURIM SHPIEL  7 pm 
 
Sunday, March 18  
Beth Israel Flea Market (p. 7) 
 
June 15-17 
Beth Israel Retreat (p. 15) 
 

Rabbi’s Message 

Ah February!  The days are discernibly longer but winter still looms large, 

with two more months of cold air and the potential for snow and ice.  In the 

Jewish year, by February, we are well into the book of Exodus, reading the 

tale of liberation and our first attempts at creating and honoring holy space 

and time.  The festival of Tu B’Shevat, the birthday of the trees, offers us a 

chance to celebrate nature and to anticipate the rewards of spring.   

Personally, February was transformed for me seven years ago when my baby 

was born.  Now it is a time to plan birthday celebrations, to mark another year 

of her life and to honor my own rebirth as a mother, which occurred in this 

month.   This February, I will also begin the last half of my sabbatical, which 

continues through the end of April.  As I prepare for this opportunity I want to 

share a few thoughts with you. 

I am all too aware that far too few of us receive the gift of a sabbatical – the 

chance to slow down, to deepen, to replenish and to learn.  I am grateful to the 

sabbatical planning committee, the RPC, the staff and to the Board for all that 

they do to make this possible.   I am also grateful to our rabbinic intern, RRC 

student Leslie Hilgeman, who will be caring for Beth Israel in my absence.  

Alan Soffer continued next page.. 

Reconstructionism:  An Evolving Civilization 

Alan Soffer 

Here is an excerpt from the alternative second paragraph of the Shema, on 

page 68 of our prayer book, which I’d like our congregation to reconsider. 

 “I have placed in front of you today both life and good, both 

death and ill, to walk in ways I have ordained. But if your heart should 

turn away, and go astray and you submit to other gods and serve them, I 

declare you shall be destroyed completely; I have placed in front of you a 

blessing and a curse.” 

The full text can be found on page 68 of our prayer book. 

I am asking that we take an ongoing look at the second paragraph of the She-

ma and the alternative reading, which in my opinion is no better than the 

original.  You probably aren’t too familiar with this paragraph, as mostly it is 

avoided, and for good reason, in my opinion.  We began discussing this addi-

tion to the new Reconstructionist Prayer Book this past year at a Friday night 

service lead by Linda Cohen and me. This is a follow-up which I hope will 

lead to more in depth study.  Rabbi Helen Plotkin is planning a 3 session 

workshop on the Shema, which will give us a chance to grapple with some 

thorny problems for the people of the book. 

Rabbi continued next page.. 
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The committee chose well and I believe that Leslie will 

be a great asset to BI in her time with us. 

While you are probably not on a sabbatical, I invite you 

to take some time during these next winter months to 

slow down a drop and to devote some time to introspec-

tion.   Let your inner voice inform you as to what your 

soul and body truly need to be nourished.  Listen to the 

call of the world to discern how you might give your par-

ticular skills, gifts and resources to bring greater healing, 

peace, justice and goodness to your family, your commu-

nity and to the wider world. 

Engage with our tradition and discover 

where it might take you if you give 

yourself the chance to be so moved or 

provoked.   On that note, I want to call 

your attention to the article by Alan 

Soffer, elsewhere in this newsletter.   

The beauty of a Reconstructionist shul 

is that members are called to lead and to 

teach.  When we do so, we develop our 

own relationship to the content, to the 

texts and practices that we are sharing.  

Alan, through his experience as a leader 

of a service and discussion, developed a relationship with 

a piece of the Shema.  He let it into his consciousness and 

it provoked him.   In this newsletter he shares a piece of 

his wrestle with that text.   

We, the Jewish people, were given the name “Yisrael” to 

mean -  the ones who wrestle with God.  I applaud Alan’s 

wrestle with this text and am grateful for the conversation 

that it called forth.  I am further grateful to Rabbi Helen 

Plotkin for agreeing to lead several classes on the Shema 

while I am on sabbatical.  This material is enormously 

interesting and R. Helen, longtime BI member and teach-

er of Mekom Torah classes, is a gifted teacher of text.  

This brief foray into the Shema will allow you to explore 

your relationship to this text and provide an opportunity 

for you to sample a class with R. Helen.   I encourage you 

to take part. 

Please give our president Josh Waterston,  RPC chairs, 

Laura Lee and Randy and our rabbinic intern, Leslie 

Hilgeman, your support while I am on sabbatical.  I look 

forward to sharing the discoveries of my sabbatical – the 

learning, the discernment, the creativity and the God 

wrestling – with all of you upon my return.   You are a 

blessing.  Take good care. 

Yours, Rabbi Linda 

Rabbi, continued 

It is very difficult to tackle such a problem, a thought 

which has been part of our prayers for a very long time. If 

we were Conservative Jews we could simply think of 

some metaphor to make this affront to free will more pal-

atable.  But we have joined those who are willing to re- 

construct what is not working for us.  If we were Ortho-

dox there would be no interest to challenge words that 

came directly from G-d.  Since the Reconstructionist 

Rabbis chose to amend this without improvement, I be-

lieve we should lead the way. We all have a vote; no one 

has a veto. 

I discovered this article in the New York Times, by Ari 

Goldman, the Religion Editor, titled RECONSTRUC-

TIONIST JEWS RETURN TO THE SUPERNATU-

RAL written in 1989 when the first new prayer book 

came to pass, reinstating these agregious thoughts.  Here 

is what he had to say about the leadership of our move-

ment’s redesign of the first new prayer book.  

“It is a departure from the old Reconstructionist 

prayer book with the reinstatement of the second par-

agraph of the Shema, the proclamation of the oneness 

of God. The paragraph was removed by Rabbi 

Kaplan because it portrays a God who can in anger 

seal the heavens so no rain will fall.''    

This statement still rings true for this current version of 

the Kol Haneshamah. 

God in this prayer says in no uncertain terms that those 

who don’t follow his rules shall find their lands dry, their 

crops barren, and their lives lost.  If you buy this thinking 

then you have finally found the reason that bad things 

happen to good people, example: the Holocaust in Hit-

ler’s Germany. 

I am not suggesting we alter the Biblical text.  It is of his-

torical interest and importance.  But we can and should 

consider re-constructing our own prayer book. Kaplan re-

constructed the approach to Chosenness, which I think 

was a minor problem in need of some political correct-

ness so as not to create an image of Jewish superiority. It 

probably did little to amend anti-Jewish thinking, but was 

worth the effort. More than any intellectual, historical, or 

biblical consideration I feel we should be able to make a 

judgment on the face of the statement.  Is it a code we 

would subscribe to?  If we don’t pledge allegiance to the 

Jewish God, we will suffer destruction.  

 What is your view?  Is page 68 compatible with Congre-

gation Beth Israel in the new millennium? 

—Alan Soffer 

Soffer, continued 
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I am writing this article just a few days after attending this 

year’s Jonathan Raz Memorial Lecture, and hearing an 

inspiring talk by Rabbi Daniel Grossman.  The premise of 

his talk was that we should create a synagogue that could 

include Moses, Isaac, Leah and David - and he pointed 

out biblical text that referred to their physical or emotional 

issues.  His point was that the prophets weren’t perfect, 

and that we need to address then needs of everyone within 

our society.  There are specific steps that we can take, and 

I’m sure that Rabbi Linda and I will be sharing ideas and 

possibilities in the months ahead.  I am grateful to Jennifer 

Lenway for her generosity to Beth Israel, by giving us the 

opportunity to learn and grow, and to Rabbi Linda for do-

ing the legwork to bring Rabbi Grossman here. 

In less spiritually inspiring but still very important news, 

we have seen a tremendous response from our community 

to our Acme and Giant gift card program.  In summary, 

for every $100 card that you buy from Beth Israel, we 

make $5 very easily, which helps support our synagogue.  

Incidentally, you may have heard that Giant is buying the 

local Genuardi’s stores, so you’ll have even more local 

locations where you can use the cards (such as at the 

Springfield Genuardi’s).  You can purchase cards on Sun-

days during Hebrew School, or from Arlene Benz in the 

Beth Israel office.  I’m thrilled that we’ve brought more 

energy to this very easy and effective fundraiser.  Thank 

you to Lynn Kelly, Steve Goldfield, Jackie Gelman, Jen-

nifer Lenway, and the many other folks who have made 

this happen. 

At the January Board meeting, we 

held our annual Board retreat.  

These retreats are unfortunately not 

the kind that I’d prefer, involving 

plane travel, palm trees, and large 

adult beverages.   

They are instead a meeting during 

which the Board can pause from 

examining the day-to-day work of 

ensuring the smooth running of the synagogue and instead 

take a higher-level view of where we are, and how the 

Board can move forward more effectively.  This year’s 

retreat focused on ways we can strengthen our current and 

future leadership and make it easier for members to take 

on leadership roles.  How many times do you think of 

contributing in some way to Beth Israel (or another organ-

ization), only to demur because you’re concerned that it 

will either be too difficult, take too much time, or a com-

bination of both?  My goal was for us to think of ways to 

lower the barriers to entry - we need a continued flow of 

talented members to take on substantial leadership roles.  

It’s certainly not for the money or glory, but I can tell you 

from experience that it helps you to grow as a person, 

while giving of yourself to your community.  Tikkun olam 

begins at home - we can’t fix the world in a day (or even 

six), but we can make our own synagogue community a 

better place through our involvement.  My goal is that, 

when you’re asked to join a committee, chair a committee, 

or take on a larger role, you can decide that the pros defi-

nitely outweigh the cons, and you’ll hopefully jump at the 

chance. 

My overarching emphasis during my term as president is 

to streamline our synagogue’s operations, to make it easier 

for us to provide services to our members and community, 

and to make it easier for our members and community to 

participate in what we have to offer.  One way I’m work-

ing on this is to upgrade our website and our back-office 

synagogue management software (more on that in the 

months to come).  However, one item that we’re doing 

right now is transitioning our synagogue e-mail to Google 

Apps for Education.  By the time you read this (absent any 

bumps in the road) we will have moved our synagogue’s 

staff e-mail and our e-mail lists (i.e., Congregation, Fo-

rum, Hebrew School, etc.) to Google.  I look forward to 

having the benefits of Google’s free e-mail service 

(reliability, spam filtering, ease of use).  Steve Platt has 

been our untiring e-mail czar, and both he and Selene Platt 

have maintained the e-mail lists, which is an often-

underappreciated task.  I thank them from the bottom of 

my heart, and encourage all of you to drop them an e-mail 

or word of appreciation as well. 

 Last, but very importantly, by the time you read this arti-

cle, Rabbi Linda will have started her sabbatical.  Last 

year, she volunteered to split up her sabbatical over two 

years, so that we wouldn’t be without her presence for 6 

straight months.  She will be on sabbatical during Febru-

ary, March and April.  During this time, we will be ably 

assisted by RRC student Leslie Hilgeman.  The rabbinic 

intern search committee was impressed with her personali-

ty and experience, and we will be in good hands.  Hope-

fully the time will fly by, and Rabbi Linda will return re-

freshed and re-energized.  Until then, please welcome 

Leslie with all of the warmth and enthusiasm that we are 

known for. 

 I am optimistic about our future, and hope you agree.  

Please let me know how we are doing as a shul, by e-

mailing or calling me.  I look forward to hearing from 

you. 

 In friendship,  Josh Waterston 

President’s Message 
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The 2nd Annual Beth Israel 

Flea Market will be on Sunday, 

March 18, 2012. Start cleaning 

out your books, household items, 

clothes, linens, and other goodies 

now!  Lynn Cashell and Joe 

Deutch, co-chairs 

The Shema, Then and Now 
Rabbi Helen Plotkin 

A new Adult Ed. Offering, Free & open to the public. 

Please sign up by phoning Arlene: 610 566-4645 x 7 

Thursdays 7:30 – 9:00 

February 9, 16, 23 

Session One: The Roots of the Shema 
An exploration of the biblical sources of the Shema, 

how it came to be part of our prayer liturgy, and the 

role it has played in Jewish stories and ritual objects. 

Session Two: The Shema in Contemporary 
Prayer Books 
A look at the Shema in recently published prayer 

books from Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform 

publishers, with a special emphasis on the various 

Reconstructionist prayer books and the decision-

making process behind them. 

Session Three: The Shema in Our Own  
Prayer Life 
An open forum in which those who have participated 

in the two previous sessions will share their respons-

es to the Shema as liturgy, grapple with its theologi-

cal and philosophical implications, and discuss strat-

egies for more meaningful personal and communal 

prayer.  

Musical Shabbat 

Friday, February 17 at 8:00 pm 

Please join Rabbi Donna Kirshbaum, leader of JRF 

Congregation String of 

Pearls in Princeton, NJ and 

Louis Friedler, longtime BI 

member with a passion for 

klezmer clarinet, for Erev 

Shabbat on Feb 17. Draw-

ing on a musical model that 

Rabbi Donna and Louis 

continue to use in Princeton 

from time to time, they in-

vite the BI community to 

help them explore the soul-

ful nature of the Friday night service through the use 

of simple, mostly Sefardic melodies.  No prior musi-

cal experience necessary!   
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Hamentashen  

Helpers Hark!! 

The kitchen crew is back 

again to bake hamen-

tashen.  On Wednesday, 

March 7 at 10:30 am, 

Lauri Mansky and I will 

be rolling, filling, fold-

ing and baking the 600 

or so hamentashen for 

the purim shpiel and hebrew school.  We would love 

to have helpers.   Last year, we finished up by 2 

pm.  Feel free to come for an hour, the entire time, or 

any amount in between.  No experience is necessary - 

Lauri and I can show you what to do.  Kids are wel-

come (some of my fondest childhood memories are 

baking hamentashen with my mom - and, of course, 

eating the ones that "weren't good enough" to give to 

the neighbors!)  If you can help us out, please let me 

know. 

Thank you so much,  Laura Lee 

One Book, One Jewish Community 

Saturday, February 11th, 12:30 

(following Shabbat Services and Kiddush/Lunch) 

 

The List by Martin Fletcher -  

A book of intrigue and hope in post-WW II London.  

http://www.jewishlearningventure.org/onebook/ 

 

Led by Jill Gaieski, a PhD candidate in Anthropology at 

the University of Pennsylvania who is project administra-

tor for the Genographic Project, a National Geographic 

Society public interest research endeavor that seeks to 

better understand human migration patterns around the 

The library committee would 

like to acknowledge the efforts of 

Josh Waterson, Steve Platt and 

Alan Fink in replacing the old 

computer in the library.  The 

newer computer is much faster 

than the old one, which will go a 

long way in improving our blood 

pressure and our self im-

age.  Processing new acquisitions 

will go faster, and transmitting 

information will now be feasible. 

The committee is very grateful 

for the time and effort it took to 

transition computers and software 

and files. Todah rabah! 

 

Thank you. 

Amy Strauss 

Judy Kinman  

Ohev’s Gift  

Gallery 

http://www.jewishlearningventure.org/onebook/
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Chanukah Chavurot 

Beth Israel celebrated all 8 nights of Chanukah with 

“everyone’s invited“ chavurot gatherings at our 

homes and at the synagogue. Shabbat Chanukah was 

an especially big night that saw lots of chanukiot 

(menorahs), lots of latkes thanks to the latke-making 

crew, and lots of happy children of all ages.  Here are 

some photos of Chanukah this years.   

Laura Lee Blechner writes, “In the cold of winter, we 

surround ourselves with the wonderful warmth of 

community.  In the words of Rabbi Helen, we can see 

the lights of the chanukiyah as a way to prime the 

‘sun pump’ as we turn from the darkest nights of 

winter and begin to see the lengthening days again.”   

Wishing all of us enough warmth and light to last us 

until spring… 

Latke crew:  back row (left to 

right) Lois Levine Elman, Laura 

Lee Blechner, Lauri Manski; 

front row Elissa Pragman, 

Randi Raskin Nash 

Chanukah Chavurah at Beth Israel 

Two pictures of the Chanukah Chavurah at the Waterston’s  
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The Pampered Chef   

Fundraiser for Beth Israel 

Sunday, March 4, 1pm 

Sharon Kleban’s house in Arden, Delaware 

 

Pampered Chef makes smart, well-designed 

kitchen tools.  Their cooking parties are great 

fun and include lots of good food.  A portion 

of the proceeds from this event will go to the 

synagogue.  Treat yourself to some new kitch-

enware in time for Passover! 

Supermarket Gift Cards 

Raise Money for BI 

Did you know that supermarket gift cards are an easy 

way to raise funds for Beth Israel?  If you shop at 

Acme, Pathmark or Giant, you can buy $100 Cards, 

for…wait for it… wait for it…$100.  So, what is the 

catch?  Beth Israel buys these cards at a 5% discount 

so that the Synagogue earns money with every pur-

chase.  That's all there is to it.  You can buy these 

cards on Sunday from Lynn Kelly, stop into Arlene 

Benz's office, or drop any board member a line and 

we can make arrangements for you. 

A Big Thank you to Judy Goodrobb for  

laying out the Israelite most every month 

for the past 1 1/2 years.  Help Wanted: A 

backup production editor to share layout 

with Mark Cary 3+ times a year.  The current 

layout is in Microsoft Publisher and Word 

and takes 6 to 8 hours per issue. Contact 

Mark Cary for details.  
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Mekom Torah High School 5772:  
Record Enrollment, Great Times! 

 
Mekom Torah High School is something of a 

phenomenon this year. We have a record 31 

students enrolled, members of three syna-

gogues plus some unaffiliated families. We 

meet Sundays in the late afternoon, half the 

time at Ohev Shalom and half the time at Beth 

Israel. Every session is a happening. 

 

We have three regular teachers, and lots of 

guest scholars. We do a great variety of activ-

ities. Of course we spend some of our time 

reading and talking about Jewish texts, from 

the Bible to the Talmud, from Elie Wiesel to 

Israeli rock songs. We study history and eth-

ics, and we argue over theology.  

We eat a lot of snacks, including the salsa we 

made from local ingredients back in Septem-

ber at the end of the growing season. 

 

We also do lots of hands-on activities: We 

have a “Jewish Arts Elective” period in which 

students choose to participate in the Mekom 

Torah Band, or to take part in visual or tactile 

arts or literary projects. We had our own Chef 

Dottie Deitch (of U Penn Hillel fame) lead us 

in a two-session Iron Chef extravaganza enti-

tled “The American Latke Experience”. Dot-

tie taught about how Jewish food reflects the 

many places that Jews have made their homes 

over the millennia, and she challenged the 

students to create recipes that reflect their 

American Jewish life. The results were amaz-

ing. See pictures and recipes at http://

mekomtorah.org/iron-chef-latkes. 

We discussed the ultra-orthodox attack on 

women’s rights in Israel, and we made our 

voices heard in the campaign to maintain the 

visibility of women in the public sphere.  Eve-

ry year we participate in the Jewish Federa-

tion’s Super Sunday fundraising event, and 

we do a number of social action projects, such 

as cooking meals for the families staying at 

the Ronald McDonald house in Philadelphia. 

 

Likes us on Facebook to keep in touch. 

(Mekom Torah High School) 

 

Tuition covers about half the costs of Mekom 

Torah. Please contact Rabbi Helen Plotkin 

(helen@mekomtorah.org) if you are able to 

help with the other half. 
Mekom Torah – Iron Chef latkes with Dottie Deitch 

http://mekomtorah.org/iron-chef-latkes
http://mekomtorah.org/iron-chef-latkes
mailto:helen@mekomtorah.org
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Mekom Torah 
students – Wom-
en Should be 
Seen and Heard 
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BIMAS 

Michelle and Dan Atkins,  Thank you for the beautiful 

music at Michael’s Bar Mitzvah 

 

The Prayer Book Fund 

To:  Reisa Mukamal 

Thank you for all you did for Michael’s Bar Mitzvah 

To:  Randy Tiffany and Laura Lee Blechner 

On the occasion of Michael’s Bar Mitzvah 

 

The School Fund 

To:  Helene Cohen 

On the occasion of Michael’s Bar Mitzvah  

 

The Restoration Fund 

Josh and Jen Waterston 

In memory of Allan Guitar 

 

The Torah Fund 

Joyce Romoff 

To:  Rich and Deenie Block 

In honor of Rich and Deenie Block, because you’ve al-

ways pointed us in the right direction 

 

Michelle and Dan Atkins 

To:  Randi Raskin Nash and Elan Nash 

Thank you for reading Torah with us at Michael’s Bar 

Mitzvah 

 

Esther G. Reier 

To:  Josh Waterston 

In honor of my grandson Josh’s wonderful speech during 

the High Holidays 

Adult Ed  

Neil B and Barbara Drebing Kauffman 

To:  Mark Cary 

In honor of Mark Cary, a great Hebrew teacher 

 

Endowment Fund 

Burt and Linda Cohen 

In memory of Jacob Cohen 

Scott and Anne Mondell 

 

The Jonathan Raz Fund 

Deenie and Rich Block 

 

The Eliana Andersen Fund 

Kathy, Dan and Molly Andersen 

To:  Ashley, Amanda and Christopher Bakley 

In memory of your beloved father, David 

 

Judy and Ken Kinman 

To:  Jack Kanefsky 

In memory of Aunt Esther 

Simenhoff/Boxer Family 

Scott and Anne Mondell 

Benjamin Alouf 

Rissa and Stan Sklar 

 

The General Fund 

Dan Moscow and Sharon Strauss 

Deenie and Rich Block 

 

The Golden Book 

The Heisman Family 

To:  Lynn Kelly and family and Mark Rosenberg and 

family 

In memory of your mother, Anne Rosenberg 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Michelle and Dan Atkins 

To:  Rabbi Linda 

On the occasion of Michael’s Bar Mitzvah 

 

The Lenore and Howard Klein Foundation  

A donation was made to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

to be used at the Rabbi’s discretion to help congregants 

in crisis. 

 

Michael Fishkow 

To:  Anita Weber 

In memory of your mother, Florence Weber 

 

Anita Weber and Mark Cary 

Donald Huddler and Vicki Goodman 

Ralph Kaufman and Candy Berlin 

Larry and Marion Hamermesh 

 

Rabbi Helen Plotkin 

To:  Rabbi Michael Ross 

Welcome to the world, Gabriel Jonathan Brown-Ross! 

 

Sending you blessings for healing: 

Melissa Leder-Randall, Jeff Deitch, Ed and Naomi Sav, 

Jenny Shulbank, Dottie Jenkins, Jane Laffend 

Contributions for January, 2012 
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   Yahrzeits  – Shavat/Adar – 5772 – Feb. 2011 

 

Oneg/Kiddush Assignments  
February 2012 

Friday Feb. 03 Jerry Feldman 

Bruce and Karen Weinberg 

 

Saturday Feb. 04 Susan Goldberg-

Jonathan Krinick, Rebecca Winer-

Julian Yates 

 

Friday Feb. 10  Judy Goodrobb 

Jay and Nancy Handwerger 

 

Saturday Feb. 11 Judy Kinman 

(Lunch & Learn) 

 

Friday Feb. 17 Edwin and Naomi Sav 

Carol Briselli 

 

Saturday Feb. 18 Don Lessem, 

Rosemarie Torress-Zuppo 

 

Friday Feb. 24 Ann and Larry Green, 

Ellen and Mitchell Weiser 

 

Saturday Feb. 25  Michael Fishkow-

Leslie Stein (Torah Treks)  

   Yahrzeit List – Shevat/Adar – 5772 – Feb. 2012 
 
Member                      In Memory Of                      Heb./Eng. Date      Syn. Obs 
 
Member In Memory of Heb/Eng Date Syn. Obs. 

Lauri Mansky  Maxwell Salzman, grandfather Shevat 11/Feb. 4 Feb. 4 

Rae Roeder * E. Nathan Jacobs, father Shevat 11/Feb. 4 Feb. 4 

Bill Gross * Ben Gross, father Shevat 12/Feb. 5 Feb. 4 

Peter Bernstein * Helen Bernstein, mother Shevat 15/Feb. 8 Feb. 4 

Eleanor Skale * Stephen H. Skale, brother Shevat 18/Feb. 11 Feb. 11 

Mark Schlam  Sy Lutto, uncle Shevat 19/Feb. 12 Feb. 11 

Jane Laffend * Edward Laffend, father-in-law Shevat 21/Feb. 14 Feb. 11 

Ken Laffend * Edward Laffend, father Shevat 21/Feb. 14 Feb. 11 

Nancy Handwerger  Ida K. Bluestone, mother Shevat 21/Feb. 14 Feb. 11 

Robert Stone  Mae Kramer, cousin Shevat 26/Feb. 19 Feb. 18 

Laura Lee Blechner  George Blechner, grandfather Shevat 27/Feb. 20 Feb. 18 

Frances Vilella-Velez  Frank Vilella, father Shevat 27/Feb. 20 Feb. 18 

Richard Schuldenfrei  Jean Cohen Schuldenfrei, mother Shevat 27/Feb. 20 Feb. 18 

Marjorie Yudkin  Marisa Yudkin, sister Shevat 27/Feb. 20 Feb. 18 

Margo Zitin * Helen Rose Kaufman, mother Shevat 27/Feb. 20 Feb. 18 

Jerry Feldman  Nathaniel Feldman, son Shevat 30/Feb. 23 Feb. 18 

Lois Deutsch  Anne Schwalb, mother Adar  1/Feb. 24 Feb. 18 

Randy London  Philip London, brother Adar  3/Feb. 26 Feb. 25 

Randy Tiffany  Carol Tiffany, mother Adar  5/Feb. 28 Feb. 25 

Mitchell Weiser  Herman Weiser, father Adar  6/Feb. 29 Feb. 25 

Jane Laffend * Sylvia Laffend, mother-in-law Adar  8/March 2 Feb. 25 

Ken Laffend * Sylvia Laffend, mother Adar  8/March 2 Feb. 25 

Ruth Gottlieb * Anna Gottlieb, mother-in-law Adar II 6/Feb. 29 Feb. 25 

Lawrence Hamermesh  Madeline Hamermesh, mother Adar II 6/Feb. 29 Feb. 25 

Lynn Cashell * Edward Schwartz, father Adar II 8/March 2 Feb. 25 

  

In Memory of  Heb./Eng.Date Syn. Obs. 

Lottie Haselnus,          Shevat 11/Feb. 4 Feb. 4 

Ida Toborowsky,          Shevat 12/Feb. 5 Feb. 4 

Ira Hirsh,          Shevat 13/Feb. 6 Feb. 4 

Samuel Litz,          Shevat 13/Feb. 6 Feb. 4 

Maurice Glass,          Shevat 14/Feb. 7 Feb. 4 

Henrietta Waldman,          Shevat 14/Feb. 7 Feb. 4 

Israel Gordon,          Shevat 16/Feb. 9 Feb. 4 

Harry Rothberg,          Shevat 16/Feb. 9 Feb. 4 

Morris Mailman,          Shevat 16/Feb. 9 Feb. 4 

Gita Riva Levin,          Shevat 17/Feb. 10 Feb. 4 

Isidore Spitzer,          Shevat 21/Feb. 14 Feb. 11 

Max Eber,          Shevat 23/Feb. 16 Feb. 11 

Zlota Ruth Gross,          Shevat 23/Feb. 16 Feb. 11 

Hyman Goodman,          Shevat 24/Feb. 17 Feb. 11 

Steven L. Rudnick,          Shevat 27/Feb. 20 Feb. 18 

Isaac Aires,          Shevat 27/Feb. 20 Feb. 18 

Leon Vinokur,          Shevat 27/Feb. 20 Feb. 18 

Harry Anmuth,          Shevat 29/Feb. 22 Feb. 18 

Rae Witten,          Shevat 30/Feb. 23 Feb. 18 

Reba Kaufman,          Adar 1/Feb. 24 Feb. 18 

Julian Rosenberg,          Adar 1/Feb. 24 Feb. 18 

Max Witten,          Adar 3/Feb. 26 Feb. 25 

Yetta Goldman,          Adar 4/Feb. 27 Feb. 25 

Rebecca Abrams,          Adar 7/March 1 Feb. 25 

Rachel Vinokur,          Adar 8/March 2 Feb. 25 

 

Plaque List – Shevat/Adar – 5772 – Feb. 2012 
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Eliana Andersen  

Festival 
Dear Beth Israelites, 
 
We're delighted to announce that the 
8th Annual Eliana Andersen Arts & 
Creativity Festival will be held on 
Sunday, February 26th from 10 a.m. 
until noon for Mechina through Hay, 
featuring the musical performance 
group The Cat's Pajamas, followed by 
crafts, food, and fun. Parents are invit-
ed for a rousing time! 
 
The congregation has established a 
permanent fund to honor the memory 
and short life of Eliana Andersen, 
daughter of Kathy and Dan Andersen, 
sister of Molly, and granddaughter of 
Ruth and the late Alexander Silber-
man. Ellie, a beloved fifth grader in 
our Hebrew School, died on July 25, 
2003 after a courageous battle with a 
brain tumor. Ellie loved school, her 
friends and family, and celebrations of 
all kinds. 
 
The Eliana Andersen Fund supports 
an annual children's festival in her 
memory. By combining Ellie's loves 
in a festival of the arts, we give our 
children a joyous event to look for-
ward to each year, as well as reflect 
the Jewish tradition of "hiddur mitz-
vah," enhancing community by creat-
ing beauty and art. 
 
A festival for our Hebrew School that 
bears Ellie's name will continue to be 
a reality with your kind donation. 
Please note that donations can be 
made in honor or memory of a loved 
one. 
 
Thank you for your continued unwa-
vering support. 
 
B'shalom, 
Reisa Mukamal and Kathy Andersen 
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SAVE THE DATE... 

for the 2012  

Beth Israel Retreat 

June 15-17, 2012 
From Debbie Wile,  

Retreat Chair 

See Page 15  

Sign up for Mishloach 

Manot (Purim Gift Baskets), 

on page 17. These are a 

significant fundraising tra-

dition for Beth Israel. 
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Old testament scroll found in Negev; 

“Book of Dentists” Discovered! 
 

chap 6, v. 1-8 

Naftali Tzvi lived in the Valley of Delaware, in the lush western edge called Delaware County. His parents, 

Noach and Mindel, instilled in him a love of knowledge.  He became a fine dentist and, over the years, 

he spent more than a calendar year of his life taking continuing education courses.  He was exceedingly 

gentle with his patients (and was trained to sedate patients who felt themselves to be wusses) and had a 

nurturing staff;  patients flocked to him as moths to a candle.   Oy, his parents would have kvelled! 

Naftali Tzvi had a beautiful office in Media, at the edge of the desert.  He pampered his patients with a 

Capresso coffee machine, and a computer so they could study and print out parchments.   He prospered 

and his patients prospered.  His preventive dentistry program was so strong that most of his patients 

didn’t need any restorative treatment at the vast majority of their checkups! 

 
At the slave auction of the new moon, Naftali Tzvi bought two Ammonite dental hygienists with strange 

Ammonite names.  He was proud of Michelle and Caroline and of their commitment to preventive 

dentistry.  Patients listened to their wise teachings.  Over the years, Naftali Tzvi began to realize that his 

preventive success had created a problem.  His office was very dependent on new patients, since his 

existing patients tended to have few problems.  What to do?  Had a kinnehurrah been placed upon him? 

Naftali Tzvi sought the wisdom of Morris, Prophet of Media.   And Morris spoke these words:  “You shall 

go to the Israelight and change your ad.  You should offer the people a special incentive to come to you.  

This incentive shall be called a “limited time special offer.”   

 

And these were the words of Morris the sage:   “For a limited time, I have instructed Naftali Tzvi to 

offer a cleaning, necessary X-rays, and a thorough comprehensive exam for 199 shekels.”    

And it was done. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you in the office.   

           Naftali Tzvi Waterston, whose last name should have been Goldfarb (it’s a long story). 

 

          
                      

THE dentist for people who value their teeth© 

We live for your comfort© 

200 East State Street, Suite 209, Media, PA 

19063 

Phone 610-891-1718       Fax 610-891-9048 

www.waterstondentalcare.com 

www.delcoexpertdentist.com 
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