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The IsraeIight 
 

 

 
5ŜŎ мΣ мнΥллǇƳ ς [ǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ [ŜŀǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
wŀōōƛ [ƛƴŘŀ 

5ŜŎ п ς IƛƎƘ Iƻƭȅ 5ŀȅǎ ²ǊŀǇ-¦Ǉ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ /ƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ /ƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ 
5ǊƛǾŜ 

CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎ фΣ уǇƳ ς ¢ƛƪƪǳƴ hƭŀƳ 
{Ƙŀōōŀǘ Φ ¢ƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘΣ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
[ŜƎŀƭ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōȅ .L ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
5ŀƴ !ǘƪƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜΣ [ŀǳǊŀ Iŀƴπ
ŘŜƭ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎ млΣ мнΥолǇƳ ς ¢ƻǊŀƘ 
¢ǊŜƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ wŀōōƛ [ƛƴŘŀ ς ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ 
WǳŘƎŜǎ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎ ммΣ млΥмрŀƳ ς WŜǿƛǎƘ !Ǉπ
ǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ aŜŘƛŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŜǎǎ aŀƴπ
ŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ōȅ wŀōōƛ [ƛƴŘŀ 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ моΣ тΥолǇƳ ς 
hǇŜƴƛƴƎ WǳŘŀƛǎƳ ǿƛǘƘ wŀōōƛ IŜƭŜƴ 
tƭƻǘƪƛƴ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎ мрΣ нǇƳ ς aŜŘƛǘŀǝƻƴ 
ǿƛǘƘ wŀōōƛ [ƛƴŘŀ 

CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎ мсΣ сΥмрǇƳ ς ̧ƻǳƴƎ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
{Ƙŀōōŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ wŀōōƛ [ƛƴŘŀ 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎ нл ς CƛǊǎǘ [ƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /Ƙŀƴǳπ
ƪŀƘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ у ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /Ƙŀπ
ƴǳƪŀƘ /ƘŀǾǳǊƻǘ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎ нн млΥолŀƳ ς [ŀǘƪŜ 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŎǊŜǿ 

CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎ ноΣ сΥолǇƳ ς /ƘŀƴǳƪŀƘ 
{Ƙŀōōŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘƪŜ 
ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ  .ǊƛƴƎ ƳŜƴƻǊŀƘǎΗ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ т мнΥолǇƳ ς Wƻƴŀπ
ǘƘŀƴ wŀȊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜ ōȅ wŀōōƛ 
5ŀƴƛŜƭ DǊƻǎǎƳŀƴΦ  

Itôs Time To  
Celebrate Chanukah                   
Rabbi Linda Potemken 

 

Chanukah begins with the lighting 

of the first candle on the evening 

of the 25th of Kislev, which falls 

on December 20th this year.   For 

eight nights we light the menorah, 

chant the blessings and celebrate. 

 

Chanukah celebrates the miracle 

of the oil that burned for eight 

days rather than the expected one 

day, following the rededication of 

the Temple after its desecration at 

the hand of the Greeks.  As such, 

Chanukah is a celebration of light 

and possibility and mystery.   

 

Chanukah also commemorates the 

struggle led by the Maccabees 

against the Hellenistic overseer of 

the Land of Israel and against Hel-

lenized Jews.  Jewish practices, 

such as circumcision, kosher food 

and Shabbat had been outlawed.  

Some Jews had followed the direc-

tion of the Hellenistic king but 

others, committed to Torah, bat-

tled against the armies of Antio-

chus and against his collaborators 

in the Jewish community.  Chanu-

kah celebrates the resistance to 

coercion and repression as well as 

the right to engage our own faith 

tradition. 

 

In Jewish homes all over the 

world, the menorah is lit each 

night, with a new candle added 

Presidents message 

In the middle of October, Jen-

nifer, Sammy and I took a trip up 

to Boston for Jenôs cousinôs wed-

ding. It was a beautiful wedding, 

held on a historic farm, with au-

tumn colors and smells all around. 

Jen and I looked at the pictures 

recently, and I was struck by how 

much every picture is a snapshot 

of a fleeting moment. Fortunately, 

there were some wonderful mo-

ments captured by the photogra-

pher. When this article is pub-

lished, the December congrega-

tional meeting will be just weeks 

away (December 18th at 10 AM). I 

thought now would be a good 

time to take stock of where we are 

at this point in the synagogue 

year. 

I am pleased to report that we are 

moving forward. While Iôd like to 

exuberantly say that we are grow-

ing by leaps and bounds, that is 

not the case. I donôt know that our 

peers are doing so either. The un-

fortunate truth is that the econom-

ic fallout from the recession con-

tinues to affect our community, 

including our synagogue mem-

bers. We are trying to make some 

long-term financial decisions to 

ensure our fiscal health, while at 

the same time reducing our imme-

diate expenses, and making ex-

penditures which further our core 

mission. However, life intervenes, 

as always. Our roof will need to 

be either repaired (hopefully) or 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜΦΦ /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜΦΦ 
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each day.  Gifts are often exchanged and fried foods 

such as potato latkes or doughnuts are eaten in honor 

of the miracle of the oil.  Dreidls are spun, with the 

four letters on the dreidl representing the phrase, ña 

great miracle happened there.ò   People relax while 

the candles burn down, adding to the festive atmos-

phere of the week. 

The meaning of the word Chanukah is dedication. 

This minor festival invites us to consider the commit-

ments that we have made in our lives and to dedicate 

or re-dedicate ourselves to that which is important.  It 

reminds us that miracles are possible and that by 

bringing a small amount of light into this world, we 

can create abundant goodness.  Chanukah also invites 

us to take a look at ourselves and at our community.  

How are we holding the tension of living a Jewish 

life versus the constant call of competing activities? 

As you move through the eight nights of Chanukah, 

you may want to consider any of all of the following 

practices.  Please feel free to add your own and to 

send me an email and let me know what you did. 

¶Chanukah Suggestions: 

¶Dedicate the first night to celebrating for all eight 

nights. 

¶Make potato latkes with friends or family. 

¶Learn a new Chanukah song. 

¶Study a Jewish text while the candles burn.  

¶Instead of a nightly gift exchange, collectively des-

ignate organizations to receive your tzedakah as the 

Chanukah gift, for at least one night 

¶Buy a mezuzah and dedicate your doorpost if you 

have not yet done so. 

¶If you have a mezuzah outside, buy or make a mezu-

zah to affix to an inner doorway. 

¶Visit at least one Chanukah chavurah sponsored by 

BI 

¶Spend Shabbat Chanukah, Friday night and Satur-

day morning with Beth Israel 

¶Decide how you or your family/cohort of friends 

will bring light into your own lives through the long 

dark winter 

¶Commit to bringing light into the lives of others 

through tikkun olam (world repair), acts of chesed 

(lovingkindness)  and tzedakah  

Best wishes for a joyous Chanukah.      

Rabbi Linda 

replaced, and that will cost money that Iôd much ra-

ther use to improve the Hebrew School or other areas 

of our building. Our membership is holding steady, 

but we still need to shrink expenses in order to stay 

ahead. We may be fortunate, and have heating ex-

penses that arenôt as high as last year, if current oil 

trends continue (Note to the Almighty: please donôt 

let another Middle East crisis erupt until after the end 

of this fiscal year. Thank you.). The fact that weôre in 

decent shape speaks well of our prior leaders and 

members. There is, however, plenty that you can do 

to help us out. 

 

Acme certificates and eScrip.com: When you pur-

chase Acme supermarket cards from Beth Israel, our 

synagogue earns a percentage on the sale. Itôs a great, 

ongoing, fundraiser, which needs more participation 

in order to be successful. To request Acme cards, 

look for Lynn Kelly on Sundays, ask a Board mem-

ber, or call Arlene Benz between Tuesdays and Fri-

days. We also benefit from congregant participation 

in the eScrip.com program. Beth Israel benefits when 

you register your credit and debit cards and then shop 

at Genuardiôs, dine out, or shop online. Look for an 

article with more information in this monthôs Israe-

light. 

 

Introduce us to your friends and relatives: We donôt 

have a large advertising budget, so we rely on small 

ads, through the efforts of our outgoing Public Rela-

tions chair and past president, John Greenstine. We 

are greatly indebted to him for finding the perfect 

ñbang for the buckò in our advertising, and for help-

ing capture the essence of who we are and what we 

do. However, in order to really see who we are, you 

have to be here! I am asking you to introduce us to 

those you know. We rely on new energy and new 

members to keep us growing, and your efforts can 

certainly help us move in that direction. Please tell 

your friends about our new Chaver (Associate) mem-

bership. Members within 75 miles of BI who are pri-

mary members of another synagogue can pay $500/

year to be members of BI. Members who live farther 

than 75 miles from BI can pay $180/year to be mem-

bers, which includes perks such as the Israelight, 

membership on the Beth Israel Forum, and High Ho-

ly Day tickets. Please spread the word! 

wŀōōƛΣ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜΦΦ 

http://eScrip.com/
http://eScrip.com/
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UPCOMING ADULT EDUCATION 

LUNCH AND LEARN w/ Rabbi Linda December 

1, 12-1:30 

TORAH TREKS, The book of JUDGES from the 

PROPHETS, w/ Rabbi Linda, December 10, 12:30 

JEWISH APPROACHES TO MEDITATION & 

STRESS MANAGEMENT w/ Rabbi Linda Decem-

ber 11, 10:15 

OPENING JUDAISM w/ Rabbi Helen Plotkin, not 

too late to enroll, December 13, 7:30 

MEDITATION w/ Rabbi Linda December 15, 2:00 

pm 

A SUPPORT GROUP: Spiritual Nourishment In 

Times of Transition, w/ Rabbi Linda, Dec 15, 2:45 

pm 

THE JONATHAN RAZ MEMORIAL LECTURE  

Ensuring Access: Becoming a Synagogue that Could 

Include Moses, Isaac, Leah and David. Saturday, 

January 7th, 12:30 (following Shabbat Services and 

catered Kiddush/Lunch) (please RSVP to 610 566-

4645 x 7)  Rabbi Daniel Grossman, has dedicated 

much of his career to making Jewish life accessible 

for those who may be seen as existing on the fringe 

of Jewish life thereby enriching  

 

Be an active member. We live in a busy society 

which pulls us in many directions. We welcome you 

if you only come for our Hebrew School, or if you 

only come for an occasional Shabbat service. But you 

may be missing out on a deeper experience. Our 

committees need energy, ideas, and enthusiasm in 

order to remain vibrant. What we have done in the 

past doesnôt always continue to succeed, and we need 

our members to help us change and adapt. Our Mem-

bersô Handbook and Directory includes information 

on who does what, and has contact information for all 

of us. Call or e-mail a committee chair to get in-

volved, even if itôs just to dip your toe in the water. 

 

Thanks for doing your part to make Beth Israel such 

a unique and special community. Now go tell others 

about us! 

 

In friendship, 

Josh Waterston, 

President 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ 
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TIKKUN OLAM SHABBAT:  

FRIDAY DECEMBER 9th 

BETH ISRAEL PRESENTS  

BI member Dan Atkins and  

his colleague, Laura Handel 

THE HEALTH, EDUCATION & LEGAL  

ASSISTANCE PROJECT 

Friday, December 9th, 8:00 p.m Shabbat Services 

with Rabbi Linda 

THEME: Tikkun Olam Shabbat 

Dan Atkins and Laura Handel will co-present on 

their work in Chester, Pa. with the Health, Educa-

tion, and Legal assistance Project: A Medical-Legal 

Partnership at Widener University. They will discuss 

how HELP: MLP improves the health and well-

being of Chester residents.  

 

Dan Atkins has twenty years of experience as a poverty 

and disability rights lawyerðrepresenting people who 

are poor and people with disabilities in civil matters. He 

is currently the Legal Advocacy Director for the Disabili-

ties Law Program of Community Legal Aid Society, Inc. 

in Delaware. In 2009, he founded and now co-directs the 

Health, Education, and Legal assistance Project: A Medi-

cal-Legal Partnership (ñHELP-MLPò) at Widener Uni-

versity, which provides free legal services to people who 

are poor in Chester, Pa. Dan is also an Adjunct Professor 

of Law at Widener University where he co-teaches cours-

es in medical-legal partnerships, poverty law, disability 

law, and law and inequality. Dan is admitted to practice 

law in Delaware and Pennsylvania.  

Laura Handel is a staff attorney at HELP: MLP, provid-

ing legal representation to participants in Chesterôs 

Healthy Start program. Healthy Start provides social ser-

vices to women who are pregnant and parents of children 

under two years of age in an effort to reduce infant mor-

tality and improve the health of children and their par-

ents. Laura graduated from Widener University School of 

Law in 2008. In 2009 Laura won the Christine M. 

McDermott Legacy Award for Outstanding Performance 

in Widener's Clinical Program and Ongoing Dedication 

to Pro Bono Legal Service. Laura is an Adjunct Professor 

of Law at Widener University where she co-teaches 

courses about medical-Legal partnership. Laura is admit-

ted to practice law in Pennsylvania and New Jersey.  

 

[ŀǘƪŜ aŀƪƛƴƎ .ƻƴŀƴȊŀΗΗ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
нн ŦǊƻƳ 
млΥол ŀƳ ς 
нΥол ǇƳ ƻǊ 
ǎƻ 

 
Wƻƛƴ [ŀǳǊƛ aŀƴǎƪȅ ŀƴŘ [ŀǳǊŀ [ŜŜ .ƭŜŎƘƴŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘƪŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .L /ƘŀƴǳƪŀƘ tƻǘƭǳŎƪΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ плл ƭŀǘπ
ƪŜǎΦ   
 
bƻ ǇǊƛƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ς ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ƭŜǘ [ŀǳǊŀ [ŜŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǘ ƭƭōƭŜŎƘƴŜǊϪǾŜǊƛȊƻƴΦƴŜǘΦ  hǊΣ 
ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΦ 
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²ƛƴǘŜǊ /ƻŀǘ ϧ /ƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ 5ǊƛǾŜΥ  

[ŀǎǘ /ƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ  

5ƻƴŀǘŜ ƛǎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ пǘƘ 
aȅ ǝƪƪǳƴ ƻƭŀƳ ǇǊƻπ
ƧŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ 
ǿŀǊƳ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŎƭƻǘƘπ
ƛƴƎ ŀǎ L Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŎŀƴΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ƴŜŜŘ ƛǘΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 
ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜΗ CƻǊ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴϥǘ ƎŜǘ 
ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇ ƻũ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ǳǎŜŘΣ 
ŎƭŜŀƴ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǿŜŀǊΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŘǊƻǇ ƻũ 
ŘŀǘŜΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ .ŜǘƘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ пǘƘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ фΥол ŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƻƴΦ aŜƴΣ 
ǿƻƳŜƴϥǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
ŎƻŀǘǎΣ ǎǿŜŀǘŜǊǎΣ ƘŀǘǎΣ ƎƭƻǾŜǎΣ ǎŎŀǊǾŜǎΣ ǎƴƻǿ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳ ǎƻŎƪǎ όb9² ǎƻŎƪǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜύΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴϥǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀǘŜ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŜƳŀƛƭ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳΣ bŀƴŎȅ .ǳǊƭŀƴΣ ŀǘ ōǳǊƭŀƴϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳΦ 

¸ƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ - ǘƘŀƴƪ 
ȅƻǳΗΗΗΗΗΗ 

- WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ CƻƎŜƭΣ ½ŀȅƛƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 

IƛƎƘ Iƻƭȅ 5ŀȅ ²ǊŀǇ ¦Ǉ ϧ 
.ǊŀƛƴǎǘƻǊƳ 

wŜǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ 5ǳŜ ¢ƻ ²ŀȅ ¢ƻƻ 
9ŀǊƭȅ {ƴƻǿΗ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ пΣ нлмм 

млΥол ŀƳ - мн ƴƻƻƴ 
²ƘƛƭŜ ŀƭƭ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ tǊŀŎǝŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴΣ ǿŜ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ 
ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ wt/ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΥ 

tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ wŜƅŜŎǝƻƴΥ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΚ  Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ Iƻƭȅ 5ŀȅǎ ƘŜƭǇ 
ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘŜǎƘǳǾŀƘΚ 

{ƘŀǊŜ ¸ƻǳǊ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ LŘŜŀǎΥ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ƻǳǊ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ŦǊŜǎƘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎΣ ōǊƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ  LŦ 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘΣ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳπ
ƳŜƴǘǎ Ǿƛŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ  hǳǊ ǳǎǳŀƭ ōǳǎƛπ
ƴŜǎǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ млΥлл ŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ 

mailto:burlan@aol.com
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Support Beth Israel when 
you buy groceries, dine out 

or shop online! 
 

Food Certificates and EScrip.com 

 

Beth Israel is always looking for new ways to 

raise funds to support our Hebrew School, our 

religious life, and our overall budget (heating 

oil isnôt cheap, unfortunately).   

 

During this holiday season (and throughout 

the year), when you do your grocery shopping 

or when you shop online, you can support 

Beth Israel.  There are two great ways to con-

tribute to Congregation Beth Israel of Media 

that are incredibly easy. 

 

First, if you shop at Acme or Pathmark, you 

can buy $100 Cards, foréwait for ité wait 

for ité$100.  So, what is the catch?  Beth Is-

rael buys these cards at a 5% discount  so that 

the Synagogue earns money with every pur-

chase.  That's all there is to it.  You can buy 

these cards on Sunday from Lynn Kelly, stop 

into Arlene Benz's office, or drop any board 

member a line and we can make arrangements 

for you. 

 

Second, when you sign up at eScrip.com and 

shop at Genuardiôs, Beth Israel will benefit 

from your purchases.  eScrip will make a do-

nation to Beth Israel of between 1% and 4% 

based on the value of your monthly purchases.  

For example, if you spend $200 per month at 

Genuardiôs, then Beth Israel gets $2 just from 

you doing what you would have done anyway.  

If 20 members do this each month, thatôs al-

most $500 per year that Beth Israel receives.  

It definitely adds up to a big help. 

 

Another way that you can participate through 

eScrip is to register your credit and debit cards 

and then dine at participating restaurants.  Ac-

cording to their web site, there are 144 restau-

rants within 15 miles of Media which would 

donate 2.5% of your total bill (including tip) 

to Beth Israel.  These include Nifty Fiftyôs, 

Shere-E-Punjab, and Hengôs Thai.  Thereôs 

even a smartphone app to help you find partic-

ipating restaurants. 

 

An additional way to benefit Beth Israel is to start your 

online shopping at http://shopping.escrip.com/, and then 

choose a participating merchant.  For example, when you 

shop online at Nordstrom, Beth Israel will receive a 6.6% 

contribution from your purchases.  Other examples are 

Amazon.com: 2.4%, Sephora: 4.2%, Petco: 5.4%, 1-800-

Flowers: 10.2%, Restaurant.com: 16.8%. 

 

The day-to-day fundraising that we do throughout the year 

helps reduce the financial pressure on our synagogue 

caused by the current economic recession.  Please think of 

Beth Israel, buy Acme cards, and sign up at eScrip.com.  

We appreciate your help! 

 

In friendship, 

Josh Waterston (President) and Steve Goldfield (Financial 

Vice President) 

http://shopping.escrip.com/
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Sustainability Goals 
Four years ago Beth Israelôs Green Committee was 

established with the goal of having our congregation 

work towards sustainability with the intent of con-

ducting its activities in a manor that optimally pro-

motes the community while minimizing BIôs impact 

on the environment.  Since then a recycling program 

was initiated, new thermostats were purchased in or-

der to use our HVAC systems efficiently and in late 

October and energy audit will be started by members 

of aFewSteps.org. 

The largest project completed with sustainability in 

mind took place this past September.  

If your eyes wandered upward during the recent 

High Holiday services you may have noticed a softer 

and warmer light coming from the ceiling. The 

Board of Directors passed, and Denny Waldman, our 

facilities VP, implemented the task of installing LED 

light bulbs in the sanctuary. The environmental bene-

fits of using less electricity and not disposing of as 

many bulbs and the ongoing cost savings take Beth 

Israel one step closer to our goal of becoming a 

greener community.  Please remember that these im-

provements to our community could not be made 

without your contributions to BIôs capital fund.  

Sustainability Question for the month: What simple 

change can cut laundry energy use in half? The 

answer is on page 9. 

Recycling at 

Beth Israel 
Did you know that BI 

recycles? Just like you do 

at home, BI recycles eve-

rything from paper to 

plastic to aluminum and 

glass. Recycling bins are 

clearly marked in the 

kitchen area.  

Please help us to keep BI green by looking for recy-

cling bins at upcoming events, such as the Hanukkah 

potluck on Dec. 23rd. Please do your part by throw-

ing trash in the trash cans and everything else in the 

recycling bins. 

Thank you for keeping BI green! 

The Landscape Committee arranged to have  our back 

yard neighbor (the Linvilles) bring their grinding ma-

chine over and remove a meter or more of tangled 

brush and vines from the property edge. The goal is to 

eventually grass the area for more parking during the 

holidays and for a recreation and game area for the 

children. 

Here is one translation 

of the blessings over 

the candles: 

Blessed are you, 

Source of Light, our 

God, the spirit of all 

worlds, who has made 

us holy with these 

practices and empow-

ered us to kindle the 

Chanukah light. 

Blessed are you, The 

Redeemer our God, the hope of all worlds, who did 

miracles for our ancestors in those days at this sea-

son. 

(First night only): Blessed are you, Eternal one our 

God, the light of all worlds, who breathed life into 

us, and lifted us up and carried us to this time 

Chanukah Blessing 
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Beth Israel's Social Action Committee prepares and 

serves dinner at the Upper Darby Life Center on the fifth 

Monday of the month. The most recent BI dinner fell on 

Halloween night, so the SAC volunteers made a festive 

meal with costumes! Food contributions are always need-

ed. The next BI food service is Monday, January 30. 

Won't you help by cooking a big tray of food or buy jugs 

of juice and milk or come and help serve? Meet at BI 

around 5:30 and perform this important mitzvah for the 

wider community. 

Susan Klein and Stu Pittel ready for the Halloween 

Night Food Service at the Upper Darby Life Center 

Louis Fiedler serving at the Upper Darby Life Center 

on Halloween 

The minivan loaded with dishes from Beth Israel 

Above and below photos show Mark Rosenberg 

and Lynn Cashell at the BI Food Service at the Up-

per Darby Life Center on Halloween night 

Serving Halloween Dinner at the  

Upper Darby Life Center 
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The 2nd Annual Beth Israel Flea 

Market will be on Sunday, March 

18, 2012. Start cleaning out your 

books, household items, clothes, 

linens, and other goodies now! More 

details to follow after the "other" 

new year. Lynn Cashell and Joe 

Deutch, co -chairs  

SAVE THE DATE...  

for the 2012  

Beth Israel Retreat  

June 15-17, 2012 
From Debbie Wile, Retreat Cha ir 

New Member Brunch 

On Sunday, October 16th, we welcomed some of our 

newest members with a brunch at Beth Israel. We 

met over bagels and coffee, and then Rabbi Linda led 

held a roundtable discussion about Reconstruction-

ism and what it means to belong to BI. Each member 

was encouraged to share their particular journey to 

our congregation, and there was a wonderful dia-

logue. Our new members represent a diverse group 

of people with interesting backgrounds. We welcome 

all of you. 

 

Associate Membership 

In order to accommodate friends and family mem-

bers who have affiliations with other synagogues, 

Congregation Beth Israel has decided to introduce an 

associate membership program for those whose pri-

mary synagogue affiliation is elsewhere. This mem-

bership has two categories. It is designed for local 

families that have a primary membership at another 

synagogue and for families that have moved far 

away but would still like to be part of Beth Israel. 

 

The first form of membership is for an individual or 

family unit who lives less than 75 miles from Beth 

Israel and who is a member in good standing and 

paying dues to another synagogue and is not interest-

ed in dual membership. As an associate member of 

Beth Israel, these members are entitled to all benefits 

and privileges afforded a full member. The dues for 

this membership are $500 per year. 

The second form of associate membership is for an 

individual or family unit who lives more than 75 

miles from Beth Israel. These members are entitled 

to all the benefits and privileges afforded a full mem-

ber. The dues for this form of membership are 

$180.00 per year. 

If you are interested, or know someone who may be 

interested, please have them contact Congregation 

Beth Israel at 610.566.4645 for more information or 

an application. 

/ŀǇǝƻƴΚΚ 

Answer. Switching your washing machineôs temperature 
setting from hot to warm can cut energy use in half. Heat-

ing the water accounts for  about 80 to 85 percent of the 

energy used in washing clothes.   
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