The 1,56l sscred Serolls which came to Westminster Synagogus on 7th February,
196l had been gathered together in Prague, from the desclated symagogues of
Bohenis and Moravia, by the Nazl offiecial in charge of the Czech "Frotectorate.”
Maoh more synsgogue booty, books, plotures, exbroidered vestments, and ceremonial
objects of ailver and gold, were smimilarly collested by the Hezis, and many of
these srticles are now in the State Jewish Museum iz Prague. The Serolls
whemselven lay piled in the disused Michle Synagogue for more than 20 years.

In 1963, with the sympathstic concern of the Cmechoslovak Government, Mr.
Eric Estorick, a lLondon art sonmolisseur, was able to arrange with Artis, the
authority reaponsible for such treasure, for the acquisition of the Sorolls. Mr. ,
Halph fablon of London responkied generousliy to & request to finance the enterpriss;
and, at his instance, Mr. Chimen Abransky, now professor of Hebrew Studies at the
Taiversity of london, travelled twice to Pregus t0 make a cursory examination of
the Serclls. The packing and shipping were themselves no small undertaking; and
all was done with metioulous care. It wes agrsed from the cutset by the Czech
Authorities and the Pritieh interested parties that the Scrclls should pass in
trust to a responsible non-commericial Bdody; and Mr. Yablon nominated Westminster
Synagogue. The offer was solemnly aceepted by the synagogue officers; and a
Memorial Sorclls committes was formed under the chajlrmanship of Mr. Frank R. Waley,
then chairman and later president of %the Synagogue. Rabbdi Harold F. Reinhart,
founder Minister of Wesiminster Symsgogne, gave his devoted attention to every
aspect of the care and distrubtion of the Ssrolls from the moment of their arrival
until his death in 1969.

The first task of the committee was the careful umpacking and mumbering of the
Serolle, and the construotion in thres rooms of racks desigmned for the purpose, with
positions properly mumbered so that eaoch of the 1,56l Sorclls could be readily
accounted for through the period of their study and distrubtion. Then ceme the
major task of inspection. A system of cataloguing was devised; and in ascordance
therewith, each Soroll wes gone through by an expert, and a record made, so far as
was possible, of the origin and age of the Soroll, the physical condition of its
components and, most important, the stats of the writing and the defects thersin.
On the basis of this study, the Sorolls were classified into grades, from best to
vmsable. The middle grades are such as can be made usable by a little or a greater
anount of labour, and such as have some parts which are or can be mede usable. OFf
the remainder, most will serve as sasred memorials.




Remests for the sacred Sorolls have come to the committes contimmcusly from
the time of their arrival in London in 196l (widely reported in the British and
American press), up to the present time., In the allocation of Serolls during these
nest 20 yoars, priority has been givem to Synagogues needing a Sercll for use in
garviess, and Czech Memorial Sorolle are now in use in many countries. As might be
expested, the largest Jewish commnity, that of the United States, has provided new
hones for a great many of the Screils; btut others have beesn ment to virtuslly every
eateblished commmnity. O©F ths 1,564 Sorolls received im 1964, & very great weny are
beyord repair for use in synagogue services. We have distributed practically all the
gorolls whioh can te made kogher and of the remainder we are now allocating Sexolls to
those ocongregations vho wish to have a nemorisl %o the martyred communities. Each
Seroll besrs & brase tablet with a mumber corresponding to the mrumber on a sertificate
vhich deseribes the erigin of the Scxoll and any kmown particulars.

The comnittee continces to receive meny requests; and will not rest until the
smored treasures shall have found their most appropriate homes, to homour the
aemory of the mariyrs and tc being light to future genermiions.




13 COMMEMORATION OF YOM HA-SHOA

When it comes to the Holocaust wo are all like the fourth son at the Passover Seder,
who doss not know how $o aglk the guestion.

The monstrous evil of the Holoosust defies the imagination of the novelist,
the analysis of the philosopher, and the eloguence of ihe preacher.

The Holoceust csnters about a basio paradox. It imposes silence but demands speech.
It defies scluiioms but vemuires responses.

Just as the Midrash says: ALl Jews were et Sinal - So all Jews were
at Avschwits.

Just as a0 one reslly can sonvey what happsned at Simai, no one can really convey
wvhat happened at Auschwitz. Scoavhere betwesn the realms of speesh and silense dwells
the ssoret of Sinai end the secret of Auschwitz.

Bat one thing may be clearly astatad. Just as the Jewiah peocple have
nevar been the same since Sinai, sc they can never be the same since Auschwits.

We must therefore begin asgain. We must write a new Talmid, new Midrashim, just as
we did after the destrustion of the Second Temple. Ve did sc then in order to mark
the new beginning: until thea we lived one way; from then ow mothing could he
the same.

We muet now live up to the meaning cof the nume of our people - larael.
Only after Jacob wrestles with Cod ard man and prevails, is he called
Israsl. We mmst pull God out of hiding and strive with Him untkl all
alaughter and threat of slaughter ceasss. Until He causes us %o be
blessed. Until He beatows upon us a pasce other than the pesce of the
dead, leet God's eclipse become a blackout. We must etrive with man
until he restores to himself a rightful claim to the image of God.
Lest man, in denying the Divine eperk within him, become a beast too
cruel to reform.

Our generation has come to lnow man &s he reslly is. Man is that being who has
invented the gas chambers of Auschwits; however, he is also that being who has
antared those gas chambers with dignity and with the affirmation of Ani Ma'amin
onh‘.lanpl.

% % W % * # % *

Aol Ma-Amin

A-ni ma-e-min be-e-mu-ne sha-lei-ma
be-vi-at ha-ma-sghi-ach.

Ve-af al p! she-yit-ma-he-moi-a,

Im kol ze-anfi ma-sz-min

I believe with perfect faith in the coming of the messiah.
And even though the messish tarry, still will I beliseve

It wvas this song that the Jews sang as they marched together %o their desths.
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