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SULAM Beth El - Seek. Understand. Learn. Act. Marvel. 

 

On September 15th SULAM began with a CAR-nival 
morning, an opportunity to engage in a few fun 

activities and to pick up 
materials for use in SULAM 
classes. Educators Zohar Asbel, 
Corin Coleman, Marlena 
DeRosa, Sydney Feinstein, 
Mindy Jeremias, Anita Levy, 
Limor Shefer, and Becca 
Zeuschner, assisted Liz 
DePalma 
(Administrative 

Assistant) and me to welcome back our 
learners with smiling eyes. 

Mid-week SULAM kicked off one-on-one 
lessons with 87 
learners 
engaging with 9 
educators on a 
variety of tech 
platforms for 

individualized 
Hebrew and 
prayer lessons. 
Sunday Zooms 
have just 
begun. 

We are 
enjoying seeing 
all of our 
learners, and 

despite our disappointment that we 
need to meet remotely, we are 
delighted that our screen is filled with 
smiling faces (not just eyes) and 
enthusiastic participation. 

Michelle Konigsburg 
mkonigsburg@bethelwh.org 

From the Director 

PICTURED:  the Target Game. On Rosh Hashanah 
we recognize that we don't usually meet the 
goals we previously set; we have actions that 
require teshuva (repentance). Tossing balls at a 
target represents how easy it is "to miss the 
mark." We are encouraged to try harder to do 
and be better in the year that is beginning. 

Enrollment 

 If you have not yet enrolled your 
child, or want more information 
about SULAM, please call 
Michelle, 860-266-7834.  
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Resilience in Hard Times – Change 
Your Life Through Mindfulness  

Wednesday, December 9 
8:00 – 9:00 PM 

Dr. Maria Sirois, PsyD, is an  
inspirational speaker, consultant,  
and licensed psychologist who has  
worked in the fields of wellness and positive 
psychology for twenty years.  As a positive 
psychologist she focuses on the resilience of the 
human spirit, particularly when under chronic 
stress, during significant transitions, and/or feeling 
the shock of wholesale change. Known for her 
wisdom, authenticity, and sense of humor, she will 
help us find the keys to unlock the doors of our 
own resiliency.  

COST:  no charge for WN members;  
$10 non-WN members; $18 public 

REGISTER:  tinyurl.com/BETMindful  
QUESTIONS:  Michelle Kunzman, 860-729-4201, 

michellekunzman1@gmail.com 
SPONSOR:  Women’s Network 

Baltimore Logic 
with author Farrel Vogulhut 

Thursday, November 12 
8:00 – 9:00 PM 

Beth El member Farrel Vogelhut recently  
published an historical novel/techno- 
thriller using the pseudonym Basil Truscott. Set pre-
WWII, Baltimore Logic chronicles the saga of Martin 
Victor, a Jewish teacher of history at Baltimore City 
College High School, who gets drafted into a counter-
intelligence unit composed of a uniquely diverse 
collection of FBI, Office of Naval Intelligence, and 
Baltimore City Police Department personnel. 

COST:  no charge 
REGISTER:  by 11/8, tinyurl.com/BETBaltimore  
QUESTIONS:  Gerry Garfield, 860-930-1319, 

gerrygarfield@comcast.net 
NOTE:  it is recommended to read the book in advance, 

available at Barnes & Nobles and Amazon 
SPONSOR:  Men’s Club 

  

  

Camp Ramah New England  
Virtual Parlor Meetings 

Sunday, November 8 3:00 PM 
Thursday, November 12 7:00 PM 

Join Assistant Director Josh Edelglass  
for one of these information sessions. 

REGISTER:  pamelak@campramahne.org 

Enjoying Beth El  

Our Veterans 
This year, we are honoring our living 
veterans by publishing their names 
below. Next year, we hope to return to 

our annual tradition of recognizing our 
Beth El veterans at a Veterans Day 
Shabbat service, complete with a roll 
call and a Boy Scout Honor Guard. 

David Brody 
Dr. Stephen Brown 
Sam Cohen 
Rivka Dvorin 
Dr. Leonard Eisenfield 
Marshall Elman 
Dr. Morton Goldberg 
Don Golden 
Ted Hoffberg 
Rachel Javit 
Rick Kinyon 
David Klau 
Daniel Kleinman 
Dane Kostin 
Jacob Kovel 
Harry Lane 
Adam Lazinsk 

Herman 
Lefkowitz 

Dr. Norman Mann 
Dr. Harold Moskowitz 
Yaffa Palter 
Gerald Perloff 
Philip Post 
Arthur Rome 
Ira Samberg 
Martin Schulz 
Bernie Selig 
Dr. Jeffrey Steckler 
Marion Steinberg 
Jason Tanzer 
Stephen Weinstein  
David Weintraub 
Joel Weisman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SCHEDULE:  joshe@campramahne.org 
 VISIT:  www.campramahne.org/prospective-families 
 CAMPERS:  current 2nd – 10th graders  
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The New Year is underway and we at 
Beth El are so grateful to you for all of 
the kind words you have shared 
regarding your experience with our 
High Holiday services and programs. 
As we have noted often, we pray that 

this time of socially-distant worship and gatherings 
may soon be a thing of the past. I know that we all 
yearn for a safe way to be with each other once again. 
Apologies if you are looking for reflections on the 
elections. Though it might seem quaint, Temple 
Topics is still published with a print deadline. I write 
these words more than two weeks before the election.  
Instead, some thoughts about the Celebrations to 
come in November and December. 
Someone recently said that we will know that the 
pandemic has ended when the word “COVID” is 
nothing more than a clue on Jeopardy. Meaning if the 
plague is the answer, what is the question. All the 
more so if sadly the virus remains with us in the 
months ahead. 
There are no shortage of questions.  
How can we truly celebrate beautiful holidays if we are 
forced to be physically separate and confined to our 
now all-too-familiar Zoom boxes? 
Can we truly be happy if we cannot have the kind of 
physical gatherings that feature full tables of friends 
and family, conversation and laughter, family 
traditions, and the usual jokes and arguments, turkey 
or latkes depending upon the holiday?  
We have learned in the last seven months that the 
answer is largely yes. It is far from perfect, but we find 
ways of celebrating and carrying on, nonetheless. 
Sometimes almost stunned in the process by our 
resilience. 

And maybe as the days get shorter, we might well be 
moved to ask another question: What might we learn 
from the isolation we are experiencing where we are at 
least linked by technology knowing that there are 
those who lack those connections and feel alone every 
day?  
A single phrase in our Book of Psalms gives us an 
approach to encountering COVID with Thanksgiving 
and Chanukah. 
Psalm 92 begins with the phrase Tov l'hodot LaShem. 
In translation “it is good to thank or proclaim,” (i.e. 
make an important statement) before God.  
Both meanings of L'hodot are important. 
It is good to offer thanks not so much because God 
needs it, but because we need it. We need to discipline 
ourselves to find the blessings in our lives down to the 
tiniest details. In appreciating what we do have, how 
we have gained a capacity to live and enjoy even the 
mundane hours of our days. That way, each day 
becomes an opportunity for Thanksgiving. 
It is good to declare that we are free people. That we 
are capable of fighting against religious oppression 
and the darkness that would snuff out our spiritual 
heritage. We light candles so that the flames of love 
and devotion burn “ever taller in life.” We kindle 
lights so that others might enjoy their warmth. That is 
Chanukah. 
If we must yet live with the challenge of a virus let’s 
also recall that gratitude and dedication are also 
contagious. And their joy is one truly worth sharing.  
Wishing everyone a warm and Happy Thanksgiving 
and Chanukah.  

~ Rabbi Jim Rosen 

From the Rabbi’s Desk 
Joy Still Awaits 

This time of year, 
we especially 
remember loved 
ones who are no 
longer among us. 
So, let us take a 
moment to 

recognize one of our founding 
members, Alvin Reiner, who 
passed away on September 18 at 
the age of 95. We at Beth El are so 
grateful for all the stories, jokes, 
laughter, dignity, and yes, for his 
63 consecutive years – until he was 

92 – of davening Shacharit and 
blowing the Shofar so beautifully 
during the High Holidays. Rabbi 
Kessler z’’l aptly nicknamed Al 
“Satchmo,” as he stood proudly in 
his trademark red jacket and socks, 
red striped 

A True Beth El Icon 
Reflections from the President 

(continues on facing page) 
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tie, and his grandfather’s tallit. Al 
remained very active at Beth El and 
in the Greater Hartford arts 
community throughout his life.  
Al’s shofar blowing and leading of 
services during World War II was 
a piece of history that bears 
sharing. During the war, Al was 
stationed in France where he 
learned to speak fluent French, 
becoming an interpreter for the 
French Army. He also led services 
for the Jewish troops. There, he 
met a Jewish chaplain who 
requisitioned a government shofar 
for the High Holidays. Al had only 
previously played the bassoon and 
the saxophone. However, in typical 
fashion, he said “sure” and thus 
launched his long shofar-blowing 
career. When the war ended, the 
chaplain gave him the small shofar, 
which he continued to blow for 
more than four decades. When he 

travelled to Israel many years later, 
he purchased the larger shofar that 
he used for several more years.  
In Biarritz, 
France, Al 
helped 
reopen a 
synagogue 
after the 
war using 
German 
POWs to 
complete the needed repairs. The 
sacred objects, which had been 
hidden during the war were 
returned. This synagogue is 
currently on the National Register 
of Historic Places in France. 
Several years ago, he returned with 
his beloved wife Lois z’’l, sharing 
his photos from the restoration 
with the architect from the 
National Register.  

Alvin accomplished so much in his 
lifetime. He remained at the helm 
of Mayflower Laundry and Dry 

Cleaning founded by 
his in-laws in 1929. He 
created the 
Drapemasters of 
Hartford division in 
the late 1950s, which 
the family continues to 
operate. Perhaps his 
children, Gail and 

Jimmy, describe his life the best: 
Dad was generous, a good listener, 
appreciative, never talking about 
his accomplishments or abilities; he 
was just about being, doing, loving 
and living.  
We at Beth El are so grateful for 
the many contributions Al Reiner 
bestowed upon us, and may his 
memory and name be for a 
blessing.  

~ Judy Rosenthal 

Alvin Reiner 

When the sun sets each Friday, 
angels enter the dwelling place and 
welcome Shabbat with blessings of 
peace. And so it is, too, when 
Shabbat leaves us on Saturday 
evening. The song that most aptly 
illustrates this is the beautiful poem 
Shalom Aleichem, written by the 

Kabbalists of northern Israel, probably in Sefat: 

Cantor’s Corner - Shalom Aleichem 

Peace be with you, ministering angels,  
Messengers of the Most High, 
Messengers of the King of Kings,  
The Holy One, Blessed be He. 
Come in peace, messengers of peace,  
Messengers of the Most High, 
Bless me with peace, messengers of peace,  
Messengers of the Most High, 
Go in peace, messengers of peace,  
Messengers of the Most High, 
Messengers of the King of Kings,  
The Holy One, Blessed be He. 

(President’s Reflections continued) 

Shalom Aleichem is probably the best known of 
hundreds of songs called Z’mirot (the collective name of 
these songs). Most of these are traditionally sung on 
Shabbat. Some of the Shabbat Z’mirot are specific to 
certain times of the Shabbat, such as those sung for the 
Friday evening meal, the Saturday noon meal, and the 
third Shabbat meal just before sundown (Havdalah) on 
Saturday evening. Others can be sung at any time.  
Most of the texts for these songs were written between 
the 15th and 17th centuries, many using popular melodies 
from the surrounding culture. Others were from Jewish 
liturgical sources. The melody most of us know was 
composed by Rabbi Israel Goldfarb, a Polish-born 
cantor who emigrated to New York in the late 19th 
century. According to a letter that Goldfarb wrote in 
1963, the melody was composed for the Erev Shabbat 
minyan on a Friday in 1918, as he walked to the Jewish 
Theological Seminary. 
We almost always include this tune in our Friday 
evening services, so beautifully sung by one of our 
young soloists. Listen to the melody at: 
    www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8aOuKA12Bc 

~ Cantor Joseph Ness 
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Worshipping Together - Shabbat & Daily 
Shabbat and Daily Services 

We are an egalitarian congregation and invite 
broad participation. Within the limits of social 
distancing, congregants (adults and teens, men 
and women) read Torah, chant the Haftarah, and 
lead our services along with our clergy.  Many 
women choose to wear a tallit, and head coverings 
for women vary between kippot, hats, headbands, 
doilies, and no covering (unless they go on the 
bima). 

Shabbat Mincha & Ma’ariv 
The afternoon and evening services for Shabbat are 
on pause. 

Havdalah 
SATURDAY EVENINGS 
LOCATION:  Home Zoom 
NOTE:  see chart for timing; it follows sunset 

We transition from Shabbat to the new week with 
this brief service using the traditional symbols of a 
burning candle, a spice box, and wine. 

Shabbat Morning & Torah Service 
SATURDAYS 10:00 – 11:45 AM 

A traditional service, although slightly abbreviated 
during this time. 

LOCATION:  Sanctuary Livestream or in-person 

Kabbalat Shabbat  
FRIDAYS 6:00 PM 

We welcome Shabbat with joyous song led by 
Cantor Ness and d’var Torah from Rabbi Rosen. 

LOCATION:  Home Zoom 

Weekday Shacharit 
SUNDAYS 8:45 AM 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:00 AM 

The morning minyan also includes reading Torah 
on Mondays, Thursdays, and Rosh Chodesh. 

LOCATION:  Chapel Zoom or in-person 

Weekday Mincha & Ma’ariv 
SUNDAYS-THURSDAYS 7:30 PM 

Our daily minyan (prayer service with at least 10 
Jewish adults) includes Kaddish for those in 
mourning or observing yahrzeit (the anniversary 
of a person’s passing). 

LOCATION:  Home Zoom 

As you know, this is a time for caution and prevention, 
as COVID-19 (“Coronavirus”) continues on a very fluid 
basis. Please check our website for guidelines about 
coming to Services, the procedures we are asking you 
to follow, and what we are doing to keep the building 
safe and secure. 

www.bethelwesthartford.org/coronavirus 

Candle Lighting & Havdalah Times;  
plus Havdalah Service Time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Friday Saturday 
Candle Havdalah Service 

Nov 6-7 4:21 PM 5:18 PM 5:30 PM 
Nov 13-14 4:14 PM 5:11 PM 5:30 PM 
Nov 20-21 4:08 PM 5:05 PM 5:30 PM 
Nov 27-28 4:04 PM 5:02 PM 5:30 PM 
Dec 4-5 4:02 PM 5:00 PM 5:30 PM 
Dec 11-12 4:02 PM 5:01 PM 5:30 PM 
Dec 18-19 4:04 PM 5:03 PM 5:30 PM 
Dec 25-26 4:08 PM 5:07 PM 5:30 PM 
Jan 1-2 4:13 PM 5:12 PM 5:30 PM 

Shabbat 

Special Holiday and Program Minyan Times: 
 9:00 AM Thu, Nov 26; Fri, Dec 25; Fri, Jan 1 
 5:00 PM Thu, Dec 31 
 7:00 PM Sun, Nov 22 

Cantor Ness continues to have surprise guest 
soloists at the Kabbalat Shabbat service on Fridays, 
although not as frequently as during the summer 
because sunset is now so early. 
 

NOTE:  Joshua Rosenfeld was inadvertently left out of 
our list of member participants in the last issue. 

Youth Shabbat Series 
SATURDAYS 11:00 AM – NOON 

Mazel Tots OCT 31, NOV 28, DEC 26 
Featuring songs and stories geared for children 6 
and under with their families 

Shabbat Club NOV 7, DEC 5 
Prayers, games, and activities for students in 
grades 1-5 

Jr USY NOV 14, DEC 12 
Programs for middle schoolers 

USY NOV 21, DEC 19 
Programs for high schoolers 

LOCATION:  Kessler Hall 
REGISTRATION:  required, space is limited 
Questions:  Jason Kay, engagement@bethelwh.org   
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Observing at Home - Chanukah 
Lighting the Chanukiah  

(Chanukah Menorah) 
A Chanukiah takes nine candles, eight at the 
same level and one shamash (guardian) that 
stands taller and is used to light all the others.  
Place the candles in the Chanukiah right-to-left 
(as Hebrew is written and read), but light them 
left-to-right so that the new candle is lit first. 
Each night, you say the first two blessings 
below, and on the first night you add the third 
blessing. After you say the blessings, you light 
the candles. 

 
Baruch atah Adonai, 
Eloheinu melech ha’olam... 
asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav 

v'tzivanu  l'hadlik ner shel 
Chanukah. 

she-asah nisim la’avoteinu 
(v'imoteinu) ba’yamim 
ha’haim bazman ha’zeh. 

shehecheyanu v'kiy'manu 
v'higianu laz'man hazeh. 

Praised are You, Lord our God, 
Ruler of the universe... 
who made us holy through Your 

commandments and commanded us 
to kindle the Chanukah lights. 

who performed wondrous deeds for 
our ancestors in those ancient days 
at this season. 

for giving us life, sustaining us, and 
enabling us to reach this season. 

The 1st night of 
Chanukah this 
year is Thursday,  
December 10. 

A Historical Refresher 
In 168 BCE, Syria’s King Antiochus 

marched into Jerusalem to end  
Jewish worship in his kingdom.  

His soldiers desecrated the Temple 
and killed thousands of people.  

Three years later, Judah, a son of 
Mattathias the Kohen (priest), led a 

rebellion and re-took Jerusalem. His 
search for pure, untainted olive oil to 

light the menorah – thus rededicating 
and returning Jewish practice to the 

Temple – netted enough for only one 
day. Miraculously, it lasted for eight. 

The four Hebrew letters stand  
for Nes gadol haya sham, “A great 
miracle happened there.” 

 

1. Each player starts with the same 
number of game pieces (buttons,  
gelt, m&ms, anything!) 

2. At the beginning, and whenever the 
center “pot” is empty, each person puts 
one piece in the middle. 

3. Each turn, spin the dreidel  
once, and give or take according  
to the letter landing face up. 

4. Play until one person has all the pieces. 
 

 Nun נ
do nothing 

 Gimel ג
take all 

 Hey ה
take half 

 Shin שׁ
put in 1 

Chanukah Candle Lighting 
Weeknights (Sun-Thu) after dark; 
Friday before Shabbat candles;  
Saturday after Havdalah. 

Chanukah Family Fun 

Chanukah@Home:  A Virtual Beth El Family Celebration  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13     4:00 PM 
COST:  no charge 
NOTE:  open to all families with children 
REGISTER:  by noon, 12/11, tinyurl.com/ChanukahAtHome  
QUESTIONS:  Sharon Neiberg,  

sharonneiberg@gmail.com;  
Janel MacDermott, swayemac@gmail.com 

SPONSOR:  Parent Action Group 
See back cover for information about a Chanukah  
Concert from Cantor Ness that follows at 6PM. 

Fun for all with a virtual scavenger hunt, a 
showcase of homemade menorahs, a gelt-guessing 
game, and songs with Sawyer (SULAM’s music 

educator). Rabbi Rosen will lead 
us in lighting our menorahs 
simultaneously. Stay tuned for 
more event details on our website 
and congregational email. 
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Engaging Generations 
New Members 
Arnold & Cheryl Altman 
Moe Banks 
Melanie Bazer 
Faye & Jonathan Clymer 

with Annah and Alan 
Stephanie & Robert 

Schenkel with Daniel 
and Elana 

Mazal Tov! and Appreciation 
for Sponsoring a Kiddush 
or Lunch 

Braunstein family, in honor 
of Alex's Bar Mitzvah 

Gottfried family, in honor 
of Davyn's Bat Mitzvah 

Rothstein family, in honor 
of Abby's Bat Mitzvah 

Shekhman family, in honor 
of Rafael's Bar Mitzvah 

Shifrin family, in honor of 
Samantha's Bat Mitzvah 

Of Blessed Memory 
Dr. Elliott Mordecai Berg, brother of Denese Mann 
Thomas Adam Epstein, brother of Ann Brandwein 
Burton Goldfarb, former father-in-law of Sara Goldfarb 
Robert Mooney 
Alvin Reiner, founding member, father of Gail Reiner 

and Jim Reiner 
Rhoda Resnick, mother of Frank Resnick 
David Satlof, husband of Judy, father of Joshua Satlof 
Marvin Weinberg 

Bar and Bat Mitzvah Celebrations 
Madelyn Elizabeth Wire  
September 6, 2020 
Maddy, daughter of Stephanie & Joseph Wire of 
Canton, sister of Allyson and Maxwell, 
granddaughter of Susan & Harold Shapiro and 
Carol & John Wire, is an 8th grader at Canton 
Middle School. She is helping with animal care 

adoptions and volunteering at a no-kill animal shelter. 
Gavin Sorgen Walker 
November 7, 2020 
Gavin, son of Audrey & Corey Walker of West 
Hartford, brother of Silas and Carson, grandson 
of Roberta & Howard z"l Sorgen from New York 
and Barbara & Marv Walker from California, is 
an 8th grader at King Philip Middle School. 

Gavin served as a volunteer photographer, taking photos of 
Matzevot for those conducting genealogy research and those 
unable to visit their loved one's stone in person. 

Simon Leo Stanfield 
November 14, 2020 
Si, son of Sandra & Laurie Stanfield of West 
Hartford and Cynthia Stanfield of Canton, 
brother of Myra, Carley, and Casey z’’l, grandson 
of Edward Cheffetz of West Hartford, Rita 
Baclaski z’’l, and Dorothy & Ted z’’l Stanfield of 

Sharon, is an 8th grader at King Philip Middle School. Simon is 
sharing the gift of music by playing cello concerts at various 
venues in the area, including The Hebrew Home and 
Duncaster. 

Nika Muoi Garfield 
November 21, 2020 
Nika, daughter of Whitney Whitaker & Gerry 
Garfield of Hebron, sister of Jeremy, Stephanie, 
and Jamie z”l, granddaughter of Merle z”l &  
Ben z”l Garfield and Patricia z’’l & Bill z”l 
Whitaker, is an 8th grader at Kingswood Oxford 

School. Nika prepared a survey on implicit bias, evaluated the 
responses, and is suggesting ways of combating implicit bias. 

Eva Paige Greenspan 
November 21, 2020 
Eva, daughter of EJ & Steven 
Greenspan of West Hartford, sister 
of Michael, Robert, and Rachel, 
granddaughter of Carol & Harvey 
Robbin from West Hartford, 

Burton Greenspan z’’l from West Hartford, and 
Jane Greenspan Jacobs & Norman Jacobs from 
Florida and NYC, is a 7th grader at King Philip 
Middle School. She is up-cycling fabrics by sewing 
scrunchies and selling them to raise money for 
Connecticut Children's Medical Center. 

Benjamin Frank DiBella 
November 28, 2020 
Ben, son of Kimberly & Jason 
DiBella of West Hartford, brother 
of Kayla DiBella, grandson of  
Dorie & Randy z’’l Bobrow and 
Nancy & Frank z’’l Shuch, all from 

West Hartford, is an 8th grader at King Philip 
Middle School. He is raising money and collecting 
supplies and necessities for a homeless shelter. 

Lily Temkin 
November 28, 2020 
Lily, daughter of Gayle & Steven 
Temkin of West Hartford, sister of 
Alyssa, granddaughter of Bonnie & 
Abby z”l Weiner from West 
Hartford and Joann z”l & Abe z”l 

Temkin from Torrington, is an 8th grader at 
Solomon Schechter Day School. She is creating a 
study guide for middle school students to learn 
about the Holocaust and get a deeper understand 
about the lives of survivors before, during and 
after. Lily chose her project to honor the memory 
of her grandfather Abby. She has developed 
special relationships by becoming pen pals with 
Holocaust survivors. 

If you would like to share your Simchas and Sorrows with the 
Beth El Community, please send your Life Cycle announcements 
to Laurea in the Office:  LEsau@bethelwh.org. 

(continues on facing page) 

 
 

Information on Bar and Bat Mitzvah celebrations is 
available from the Temple Office.
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Congratulations 
Ayelet & Bruce Chozick, on 

engagement of son Daniel to Lindsay 
Stern 

Meryl & Mitchell Danitz, on birth of 
grandson, Solomon Ethan Steinhardt 

 
Jillian & Josh Feldman, on birth of 

daughter Arielle Blair Feldman 
Michelle Bellinger & Jeffrey Katz, on 

engagement of son David to Allison 
May Kallberg 

 
Samantha Kaplan Mendolia & 

Dominic Mendolia, on baby naming 
of Zarina Mendolia 

Barbara & Scott Litow, on birth of 
daughter Madelyn Belle Litow 

In these unusual times, our list of 
High Holiday volunteers is also 
unusual.  Instead of Ushers and 
Honors Coordinators, we have 
Chagim-to-go Tote and Machzor 
Distributors. The changes to 
services this year meant fewer  

people reading Torah and more 
efforts behind-the-scenes to bring 
us the choir. 
But one thing never changes – our 
community of volunteers take on 
tasks big and small, and all are 
important!  

We thank those listed below and 
on page 13. If we inadvertently left 
you off the list, please let us know. 
We try to cover everything, but 
don’t always get there. 

Recognizing our Volunteers - High Holidays  

Todah Rabah. Thank you very much. 
Yizkor Booklet and High Holiday Greeting Card 
The staff produces the booklet, but this very important list of names 
is carefully proofread by members under a very tight deadline. This 
year, to prepare for virtual services, the booklet also had to be 
stuffed, stickered, and mailed. The same crew folded, stuffed, and 
stickered the Greeting Card that was mailed to all members. 

Deborah Rosenfeld, 
chair 

Annette Gavens 
Myra Kleinman 

Bill Kleinman 
Lois Koteen 
Michelle Kunzman 
Sharon Levine-Shein 

Beth Melnick 
Sidra Sperling 
Marvin Sperling 

Food Drive Sorting 
Food was collected for the Kosher Food Pantry at JFS and they 
reported this was the largest one-day collection they ever received. 

Sharon Levine-Shein, 
chair 

Dave Diamond 
Sheila Diamond 
Tom Falik 
David Finitsis 
Aden Finitsis 
Samara Finitsis 

Arthur Freedman 
Abby Hoffman-

Finitsis 
Betty Hoffman 
Herb Hoffman 
Janel MacDermott 
Eileen McMurrer 
Steve Rabb 

Deborah Rosenfeld 
David Rosenthal 
Judith Rosenthal 
Lonni Schulz 
Bruce Shein 
Stacey Shore 
Garry Starr 
Lori Yontef 

High Holiday Choir 
Through technology and dedication, our choir put together 
wonderful videos that added to the majesty and beauty of our High 
Holiday observance this year. Choirs and orchestras around the 
world make it look easy, but it takes more effort and planning to sing 
together while separated. Without Elisa Wagner’s efforts and 
coordination, it would not have happened. 

Dan Cohen 
Lexi Curtin 
Diane Dolin 
Bruce Freedman 
Robin Gelles 
Susan Gold 
Eva Kaplan 

Jeanne Kleinman 
Richard Lieberfarb 
Ellari Mirabel 
Lance Reiser 
Michelle Rosenberg 
Joshua Rosenfeld 
Mat Saidel 

Jean-Michel Sibille 
Elisa Wagner 
Emily Weiser 
Production and Tech 
   Russell Selzer 
   Elisa Wagner 

Lance Reiser 
Shofar Blower at Services 

Esther Aronson 
Peter Levine 
Simon Levy 
Noah Yontef Mathog 
Maya Oberstein 
Nancy Rosen 

Sarah Rosenfeld 
Miles Satlof 
Russ Selzer 
Samm Smith-

Rapaport 

Torah Readers, Teens and Adults 
We continue our tradition of teens reading the 
majority of the Torah portions during the Holy 
Days. They receive a portion after their bar/bat 
mitzvah, and it is theirs until they go to college.  

Lay Service Leaders 
We are blessed to have many congregants 
capable of leading our services and allowing 
us to offer different options. 

Susan Gold Jason Kay 

Preparing the Sanctuary 
Tending to our ritual objects by cleaning the 
silver adorning our Torahs. 

Sharon Efron Judy Rosenthal 

Bima Decorations for Sukkot 
Alison Demarest Robin Santiago 

Garden Beautification 
Tending to the garden beds and potted plants 
all around our building.  

Alison Demarest  
Sheila Fox 

Robin Santiago 
David Silver 
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Lifelong Learning 
Ongoing Weekly Adult Classes 

New participants welcome!  
No registration, no charge. 

Watch your email and check the website for 
announcements when live classes can resume. 

Lunch & Learn 
TUESDAYS 
12:00 – 1:00 PM Zoom 

Rabbi Rosen leads an exploration of the 
Hebrew Bible. This year continues with the 
main teachings of the Prophets. 

Talmud Study 
WEDNESDAYS 
10:15 – 11:15 AM Zoom 

We are a self-guided group of learners, 
currently studying the tractate Sanhedrin, 
using the Steinsaltz Hebrew-English text 
which may be purchased online (a free 
version in a slightly different format is 
available online). The only prerequisite is a 
desire to learn Torah as explained by our 
sages. 

Bible & Breakfast 
THURSDAYS 

Guided by our rabbis, participants share 
their viewpoints and insights. We all learn 
by listening, thinking, and sharing. People 
with all backgrounds are welcome; an ability 
to read Hebrew or knowledge of Hebrew 
text is not needed.  

Pirkei Avot Study 
FRIDAYS 
1:30 – 2:30 AM Zoom 

This small book of wisdom has  
been a source of inspiration for centuries. 
Rabbi Rosen will lead us as we explore the 
nature of the good life from an ancient (and 
still very relevant) Rabbinic perspective.  

8:00 – 9:00 AM Zoom 

CONTACT:  Beth El Office 

BYOL:  lunch during class is optional 

QUESTIONS:  Michael Schenker,  
msschenker31@gmail.com  

Ongoing Monthly Adult Class  

Library Corner 
Shoah Witness    Roberta J. Buland 

“I sensed a divine intervention during the 
time I wrote this story,” says author Barbara 
Bergren in the Acknowledgements to her 
book, Witness for My Father: A World War II 
Story of Loss, Hope, and Discovery. In fact, 
“divine intervention” seems to be a recurring 
theme throughout this book.  
Martin Weigen, Bergren’s father, was 11 when the Nazis 
invaded his hometown in Poland. He survived Auschwitz, 
Buchenwald and the deaths of his family before his 
liberation at Dachau and the decision that changed the 
course of his life, but he never spoke about those times. 
Fifty years later, a surprise telephone call opened the door 
to Martin's past, sparking a series of events that reignited 
memories of courage, fear, impossible chances, harrowing 
escapes, and the unexpected bond between a young 
Holocaust survivor and an African-American lieutenant. 
Bergren's extraordinary tribute to her father recounts an 
inspiring saga of hope from unexpected heroes. It also 
reminds us of the plight of African American soldiers in 
America’s segregated armed forces. It is thanks to one such 
army unit that Weigen is nursed back to health, a story so 
moving that readers both cry and keep turning the pages.  
“It wasn’t until I became an adult that I grasped the reality 
of my father’s history… Slowly, I came to understand the 
nature of extremism, how human beings could be driven by 
fear and hatred to abandon not just goodness, but their 
very humanity,” Bergren wrote. 
Witness for My Father was presented by the award-winning 
author, lecturer, and Holocaust educator, at the annual 
Beth El Women’s Network Book in the Sukkah. A copy is 
available in the Beth El library.  

Library Corner provides information about books in our library. 
Books are reviewed rather than critiqued. To request that a 
book be reviewed, please contact rjbuland@comcast.net. 

Musical Chat with Cantor Ness 
MONDAYS, NOVEMBER 16, DECEMBER 7 
1:00 – 2:00 PM Zoom 
CONTACT:  Beth El Office 

Back by popular demand! Cantor Ness leads a 
discussion on various aspects of Jewish music, both 
culturally and liturgically; a link to the music will be 
provided before class. 
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Doing Mitzvot 
3-Season Opportunities 

Both of these outdoor activities make great bar/t 
mitzvah projects.  Volunteers are invited to come 
with friends, as a family, or solo. 

Garden Beautification Committee 
Gardening has been shown to lengthen your life! 

CONTACT:  Sheila Fox, 860-828-3939;  
Alison Demarest, 860-810-2084, alisonsupermom@comcast.net;  
Robin Santiago, 860-490-7661, robin@rsantiagodmd.com 

DONATIONS INVITED:  garden tools you are no longer using: wheel 
barrows, trowels, hoses, pots, and garden decorations – in good 
condition please! 

The gardens are entering their winter rest. As you close your 
own gardens keep us in mind for donations. 

Jessie’s Community Garden at BET 
Fresh organic produce for area food banks  

VOLUNTEERING/SCHEDULING:  Betty Hoffman, 860-233-4853, 
bhoffman3@comast.net 

GARDENING: Herb Hoffman, hhoffman1@comcast.net 
NOTE:  closed until Spring! 

Did you know that membership dues 
fund only 59% of Beth El’s budget? 
Much of the remainder is covered by 
fundraising and through income from 
Beth El Temple’s Endowment Funds. 
Because COVID-related 
unemployment has significantly 
impacted dues, our endowment is 
playing an even more critical role. As 
you prepare your year-end giving, we 
invite you to support Beth El through 
Endowment giving. 

We will work with you to start your 
own named fund that speaks to your 
particular interests or simply make a 
donation to the General Endowment. 
Follow the Give Now tab on the Beth 
El website to see the variety of 
Endowment Funds. Some benefit 
specific purposes and others support 
the timely needs of Beth El. 
 
 

Endowment Trustees: 
Joshua B. Gottfried 
Lois Koteen 
Abbey Miller Kreinik 
Jerry Leshem 
Judie Levy 
Frank Resnick 
Marc Sussman 
Naomi Lerner Tussin 
Stuart Wachtel 
Howard Weiner 

 

CONTACT:  a Trustee or  
endowment@bethelwh.org  

The Endowment Fund of Beth El Temple  

The Anja Rosenberg Kosher 
Food Pantry at Jewish 

Family Services 
There is need within our community, 
all year long, and even more so this 
year. We hope you will be generous 
with your donations of food, hygiene 
products, and/or cleaning supplies. 
There is a collection bin outside our 
Community Room.  

Annual Turkey Drive 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22 
9:30 AM – NOON 

This year’s goal is 200!  
Bring a frozen turkey  
(kosher and non-kosher)  
and/or a monetary  
donation to this Thanksgiving food 
drive in our parking lot. 
To volunteer to help that morning 
with the collection process, please 
contact Alison. 

CONTACT:  Alison Demarest, 
alisonsupermom@comcast.net 

CHECKS:  payable to Anja Rosenberg 
Kosher Food Pantry 

LOCATION:  JFS of Greater Hartford,  
333 Bloomfield Avenue  

CONTACT:  Cody Daigle-Orians, 
860-236-1927, ext 7125 

Monthly Programs 
Most of our programs are currently suspended.  Please 
watch your email for announcements when they resume. 

KNITzvah Group 
We make strings into things one stitch at a time. 

CONTACT:  BJ & Fran, knitzvahgrp@gmail.com  
The BET Knitzvah Group continues to create “lapghans” that 
we donate to organizations serving people in need of extra love 
both locally and in Israel. During this time of limited social 
gathering, we knitters (and crocheters) are working from home, 



 

 12 Beth El Temple      West Hartford, CT      www.bethelwesthartford.org      860.233.9696 

Israel Engagement Committee 

SIU, or Gedolim b’Madim in Hebrew, is a unique 
Israeli program designed to provide individuals with 
specials needs a way to serve in the IDF. Founded in 
2008 by retired Lt. Col. Tiran Attia and Ariel Almog, 
it allows individuals previously excluded because of 
their disabilities a chance to serve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) goes beyond 
ensuring the security of Israel; it provides those who 
serve with valuable professional and social life skills. 
Serving in the IDF is an integral part of life for young 
Israelis and is why the Jewish National Fund works 
with Special in Uniform to give youth with 
disabilities the opportunity to integrate into the IDF. 
After an initial assessment, participants attend a three
-month life skills and occupational training program 
at Ono Academic College to help them integrate into 
their military bases and function independently. They 
also take part in a four-day military training course 
before being assigned to bases across Israel where 
they take on jobs ranging from preparing protective 
kits to culinary work. Special in Uniform goes beyond 
the walls of IDF bases, helping its graduates become 
part of the general workforce and Israeli society in 

meaningful ways. Co-founder 
Almog believes that finding 
meaningful work for former 
soldiers is a big part of his 
responsibilities. 
When it isn’t possible for an 
individual to serve fully in the 
IDF, SIU matches an 
individual’s talents and 

abilities with a volunteer position so they can still 
contribute to the country.  
Today Tiran is working with Ambassador Friedman 
and our own Department of Defense to implement a 
similar program for providing opportunities to serve 
in the military for Americans with special needs. 
 

Roim Rachok (Looking Ahead) is an innovative 
program training adults on the autism spectrum in 
professions required by the IDF and the civilian 
market.  
After the initial three month training program, 
graduates go for three to four months to an IDF unit 
where they work as civilians, gaining experience 
before being drafted as volunteers. The Ono 
Academic College team coaches the commanders on 
how to best manage these recruits.  
After discharge, recruits can continue working in the 
same field, or develop in other, related or unrelated 
scientific and academic directions, such as software 
quality assurance (QA), information sorting, and 
electro-optics technicians. 
Roim Rachok highlights the personal and collective 
significance of belonging for people on the autism 
spectrum. About 50 
IDF soldiers and 
volunteers in Roim 
Rachok helped scan 
aerial reconnaissance 
photos at levels that 
machines and other 
soldiers could not 
resolve during 2014’s 
Operation Protective Edge. 

Special in Uniform (SIU) 

A group of SIU soldiers with co-founder Tiran Attia  

My name is Roi and 
there’s nothing I 

can’t do!  
Roi Shifman, soldier 

in the program. 

Courtesy of 
IDF Spokes-

person’s Unit 

COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS: 
 Sharon Efron, sgredancer@yahoo.com 
 Robin Santiago,  robin@rsantiagodmd.com 

 
Start-Up Nation: 

From Desert to Oasis 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
8:00 PM 

Talia Tzour-Avner, JNF’s Chief Israel Emissary, 
will review the water miracle and its evolution 
from the establishment of the state of Israel. All 
you need to know about Israel and how it 
became a water international power! 

COST:  no charge 
REGISTER:  tinyurl.com/BETWater  
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Making Connections 

Distributing Machzors and  
Chagim-to-go Totes 
The holiday totes were filled with 
honey, dippers, apples, a Havdalah 
candle, and holiday information 
and were given to all who came 
that day. Machzors were loaned to 
members for the holiday season. Members of the 
Task Force were joined by others for the distribution. 

Charlotte Apter 
Marcus Apter 
Carolyn Blumberg 
Ellen Blumberg 
Gary Jones 
Michelle Kunzman 
Jerry Leshem 
Steve Rabb 
Judy Resnick 
David Rosenthal 
Marshall Shakun 

Stacey Shore 
Gary Starr 
Stuart Wachtel 
Susan Wachtel 
Melissa Weinstock 
Shofar Blowers 

Jeffrey Bourke  
Noah Yontef  
   Mathog 
Jacob Schreiber 

High Holiday Task Force 
This committee began its efforts in June to bring 
us a meaningful, safe, and wonderful celebration 
of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, just virtually.   

Lois Koteen & Judith Rosenthal, co-chairs 

Ronald Apter 
Stuart Bernstein 
Sheila Diamond 
Sharon Efron 
Susan Gold 

Sharon Gorlick 
Jill Jones 
Jason Kay 
Diane Lieberfarb 
Janel MacDermott 
Ellen Nestler 
Len Oremland 
Steve Rabb 
Susan Rabinowe 
Katie Schaeffer 

Sandra 
   Stanfield 
 

Recognizing our Volunteers - September 13  

West Hartford  
United Synagogue Youth 
 

#myUSYfi Fall – a treasure trove of both regional 
and international programing including 
conventions as well as programming of all types. 
Program cost is normally $199, but our USYers and 
Jr USYers can join for only $54. The chapter is 
covering the remaining costs. 

AGES:  8-12th graders  
ADVISOR:  Tamar Mor, 

whusyadvisor@gmail.com  
INFORMATION & REGISTRATION:   

www.usy.org/myusyfifall 
CO-SPONSORS:  Beth El Temple,  

The Emanuel Synagogue 
This year’s programming is thanks, in part, to grants  

from USY and the Jewish Federation of Greater Hartford. 

Celebration of America’s Jewish Women 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 2021 
7:00 – 8:30 PM Zoom 

Pamela Nadell, Professor and Director of  
Jewish Studies at American University, will discuss her 
award-winning book, America's Jewish Women:  A 
History from Colonial Times to Today. 

COST:  no charge 
QUESTIONS:  Michelle Kunzman, 860-729-4201, 

michellekunzman1@gmail.com 
REGISTER:  watch your emails 

Engagement Coordinator 
As Beth El Temple's new Engagement 
Coordinator, Jason Kay is excited to bring his 
love of our synagogue, passion for Judaism, and 
creative energy officially to Beth El. Our young 
members know him as one of the founders and 
leaders of Shabbat Club and Mazel Tots and as 
USY advisor for the West Hartford chapter. 
They also know him as Ellie's, Avi’s, and Jesse's 
dad. Jason and his wife, Arielle, grew up in 
Albany, NY, and have called West Hartford 
home for more than five years. Professionally,  
he is an optical engineer working to develop a 
telescope to image planets around other stars, 
but he spends much of his time involved in  
Beth El and the greater 
West Hartford Jewish 
community. Jason 
invites you to 
volunteer your passion 
and skills, or simply 
reach out to say hello 
or send him program 
ideas for young 
families.  
 

CONTACT:  engagement@bethelwh.org 
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Cantor’s Music Fund 
in Appreciation of 
Cantor Ness – Joel Goodman, Sandra & 

Marshall Rulnick  
in Honor of 
Joanne Bienstock’s beautiful chanting of 

Haftorah “Ki Teitzei” – Meryl & Mitchell 
Danitz 

Special birthday of Korine Ferraro; of 
Judith Weisman – Sandra & Marshall 
Rulnick 

60th wedding anniversary of Bobby & 
David Klau – Mindy Seltzer & Bob 
Lovinger 

Dr. Scott Dolin on his retirement – Susan 
& Alan Solinsky 

in Memory of 
William Levine, father of Peter – Jeanne & 

Dan Kleinman 
Annette Elbaum, mother – Robin & Len 

Oremland 
Cissy Glassman, aunt of Bobby Klau – 

Mindy Seltzer 
Annette Elbaum, mother of Robin 

Oremland – Jennifer & Steven Wolfberg 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Sophie Epstein, mother – Rita & Martin 

Epstein 
Edna Turkenitzh, aunt – Lorraine & Farrel 

Vogelhut 
Chai Society 

in Memory of 
Marvin Weinberg – Loren & Joel Gelber 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Martha Ugelow, mother – Judith Satlof 

Friends of Ari Santiago Temple 
Accessibility Fund       

for the Yahrzeit of 
Bettie Santiago, sister – Robin & Rafi 

Santiago 
 
 

Rabbi Rosen’s Discretionary Fund 
in Appreciation of 
Rabbi Rosen – Joel Goodman, Wendy 

Houghton, Sandra & Marshall Rulnick, 
Rabbi Marc Sack, Leigh Newman & 
Gary Starr 

in Honor of 
90th birthday of wife, Estelle – Abe 

Bernstein 
Birth of grandson, Charles “Charlie” Lucky 

Caruso – Nancy & John Jacobson 
Bar mitzvah of Ross Lippman, grandson of 

Arlene & Lenny & Andrea Hotes – Bilha 
Kaplan, Miriam Lappen 

Bar mitzvah of grandson, Ross – Arlene & 
Lenny Lippman 

Marriage of daughter, Eve to Elliot 
Koenigsberg – Diane Biegel & Joel 
Pachter 

40th wedding anniversary of Nancy & 
Rabbi Jim Rosen – Jane Schachter 

 

in Memory of 
Annette Elbaum, mother of Robin 

Oremland – Susan & Jeffrey Factor, 
Emily & Stuart Rosen 

Gisella Gurtman, mother of Fran – Caryl 
& Len Goldberg 

Gisella Gurtman, mother – Fran Gurtman 
& Rich Goldberg 

Carol Jeanne McMurrer, mother of Eileen 
– Michele & Dane Kostin, Linda & 
Bruce Stanger 

Annette Elbaum, mother – Robin & Len 
Oremland 

Shirley S. Brody, mother – Caren, Paul & 
David 

Rose Belfer – Shelley & Nelson Riner 
Roslyn Lutt, mother of Howard; William 

Levine, father of Peter – Linda & Bruce 
Stanger 

for the Yahrzeit of 
Amy Bodian, sister – Alison Demarest 
George Epstein, father – Rita & Martin 

Epstein 
Jonas & Ariel Stibbe, Holocaust 

remembrance – Jill & Brad Hutensky 
Jessica Lynn Kostin, daughter – Michele & 

Dane Kostin 
Hilda Lamkin Satz, mother; Ruzena Stern, 

Holocaust remembrance – Linda & 
Bruce Stanger 

 

Supporting Beth El 

BETH EL TEMPLE 
CRAFT GALLERY 

Come browse our 
collection of hand-
selected items from 
some of Israel’s top 
artists as well as 
artisans throughout 
the United States. 

From menorahs to mezuzahs, jewelry to Judaica, tallit to 
tzedakah boxes, the Craft Gallery is here to support your needs. 

APPOINTMENTS:  Shelley Barker, 860-232-6468;  
Jill Jones, 860-236-7895 

NOTE:  proceeds benefit the synagogue and we are staffed through the 
generosity of our volunteers 

 

You can make a donation in a variety of ways: 
Go to the Beth El website:  www.bethelwesthartford.org/giving 
Mail it in 
 

Please be sure to include: 
 the name of the fund 
 whom you wish to honor/remember and your relationship to the person 
 their address for an acknowledgment card 
 your address/phone/email 
 

Print clearly – or even better, submit the information typed. 

Every dollar contributed can 
and does make a difference 
and will be acknowledged.  

The minimum donation 
for each listing is $10. 

Unrestricted funds support 
the timely needs of Beth El 
Temple. Restricted funds 
benefit specific purposes and 
objectives. For a complete 
list of funds, and any specific 
designations, please visit our 
website. 

We deeply appreciate the following Thoughtful 
Contributions. 
This list reflects contributions received and processed through Sept. 22. 
For the next edition of Temple Topics, contributions need to be received in 

the office by November 23, 2020. 
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Beautification Fund 
in Memory of 
Annette Elbaum, mother of Robin Oremland – Nancy Bernstein 

Temple Fund 
in Honor of 
Birth of Asher Joseph Praskin, grandson of Carol Starr, Leigh 

Newman & Gary Starr, great-grandson of Ellie Jainchill – Bernice 
Matty 

in Memory of 
Irma Wallin, mother of Justin Kudler – Lynn & Charles 

Schusterman 
Sonia Berke, mother of Sara Gavens – Lee Gavens, Daniel & Sarah, 

Abigail & Simon 
Carol Jeanne McMurrer, mother of Eileen – Loren & Joel Gelber 
Amy Toyen, daughter of Dorine & Marty – Alison & Alan Gittleman 
Marvin Weinberg, father of Brian – Toby & Art Schuman 
Sidney Keller, father of Jonathan – Reba & Alden Stock 
Adam Leshem, husband of Alice, father of Jerry & Ed – Lori & David 

Wetsman 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Anita Beckenstein – Roz-Lynn Beckenstein 
Jean S. Blumberg, mother – Harold Blumberg 
Rebecca Brody, mother & grandmother – Shirley K. & David Brody 

& family 
Herman Sternstein, father; Muriel Bubbs, mother; Brian Stephen 

Stern, brother; Diane B. Whiting, sister – Marilyn & Roy Bubbs 
Harold Cohn, father – Linda & Henry Cohn 
Fanny Smith Cremer, mother – Reeva Cremer 
Jacob Donshik, father – Ellen & Peter Donshik 
Robert Stevenson, father – Nancy & Spencer Erman 
Frances Kasdan, sister; Esther Kandel, sister; Erna Alexander, 

Holocaust remembrance – Annette Gavens 
Marion & Harry Gelber, parents – Loren & Joel Gelber 
Melvin Gershman, father – Donald Gershman 
Lloyd Gilson, brother – Jerome Gilson 
Frank Rosenfield, father – Sandra Goldberg 
Ida Gillman, mother – Felice Goldman 
Della Buchman, mother – Fredda & Jon Goldstein 
Bruce Gordon, father – Pam & Barry Gordon 
David Lifferman, father – Rebecca Gould 
Edward S. Levin, father & grandfather; Scot A. Levin, brother & uncle 

– Greenebaum-Levin family 
Tillie & Martin Redlus, parents; Antonia Drabiec, Charles Alban, Joel 

Dreese, Holocaust remembrance – Judy & Al Greenspoon 
Rose Gruskay, mother – Robert Gruskay 
Bette Guthart, wife – Leonard Guthart 
Bernice Kosofsky, mother – Vivian Haas 
Max Spiegel – Cheryl & John Hinze 
Hyman Hutensky, father – Lois & Allan Hutensky 
Frieda Kadden, mother – Lele & Ralph Kadden 
Dr. David Kavaler, grandfather – Bernard Kavaler 
Bernard Kessler, uncle; Eli Evnen, grandfather – Dr. Abigail Kessler-

Hanna 
Harry Meier, father; Benjamin Kleinman, father – Debbie & Steve 

Kleinman 
Sybil Simon, mother – Gina Koppel 
Naomi Charlip, mother – Judy & Dan Kulakofsky 
Matilda & Irving Kushner, parents – Lawrence Kushner 
Sarah Hurwitz Weinberg, grandmother – Miriam Lappen 
Sam Lerer, father – Andre Lerer 
Gloria Finkel, aunt – Peter Levine 
Samuel Levy, father – Judie & Coleman Levy 
Estelle Davis, mother – Diane Lieberfarb 
Steven Steinmetz, son – Marilyn Steinmetz 
Betty & Irving Adler, parents; Samuel Liebowitz, father-in-law – 

Gilda Liebowitz 
Dr. Lester Mark, brother – Sheila & Howard Mark 
Bea & Newton Matty, parents – Bernice Matty 
Ruth Moskowitz, mother – Harold Moskowitz (continues) 

Support Beth El by doing what you 
already do!  (just a little bit differently) 

 
 

GIFT CARDS 
 Buy good-as-cash gift cards from Beth El for 

your own shopping and dining and for gifts. 
 Pay face value, spend face value, and Beth El 

gets a donation, up to 12% for some retailers. 
 Commonly requested cards 

are stocked in the synagogue 
office, including Big Y, Stop 
& Shop, Amazon, and 
Dunkin Donuts! 

 Other cards can be ordered 
(allow at least 1 week). 

visit www.shopwithscrip.com for details 
and updates about the Scrip program, 

including a 6-page list of all the 
participating stores, restaurants, 

entertainment, and more. 
 
 

AMAZON SMILE 
 Go to smile.amazon.com, type 

in Beth El Temple, and shop as 
you normally would! 

 Amazon will donate a portion 
of the purchase price to Beth El. 

 
 

SEARCHING 
 Set your default search engine to 

www.goodsearch.com and choose Beth El 
Temple as the 
beneficiary. 

 For every search you do, Beth El gets a 
donation. 

 
 

SHOPPING 
 Go to www.goodshop.com for an online 

shopping mall. 
 Shop and buy 

instantly, and choose Beth El as the 
beneficiary to get a donation. 

 
 

For more options and details about 
supporting Beth El Temple, visit 

www.bethelwesthartford.org/giving/
waystogive.html. 
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Temple Fund    
for the Yahrzeit of (cont.) 
Anne & Emanuel Zimmer, parents; 

Mildred & Jacob Noll, parents – Marylin 
& Arthur Noll 

Rachel Ann Order, daughter – Denise & 
Richard Order 

Harry Parker, father – Bruce Parker 
Barbara & Michael Levy, parents – Randi 

& Steve Piaker 
Benjamin Goldenberg, father – Sherri 

Pliskin 
Mollie & Samuel Pollack, parents – Eileen 

& Elliott Pollack 
Stuart Prince, father – Andrew Prince 
Raymond Poriss, father – Karen Rosen 
Cecil Burton Schatz, grandfather – 

Deborah R. Rosenfeld 
Muriel Solomon Bartnick, mother; Sylvia 

& Walter Roston, parents – Bonnie & Jay 
Roston 

Amy Shakun, wife; Edwin Forkos, father- 
in-law – Harlan Shakun 

Ann F. Cohen, mother & grandmother – 
Cyral & Richard Sheldon & family 

Tippy Shein, mother; Jenny Levy, sister-in-
law – Regan & Barry Stein 

Ella & Murray Stock; Shelley Semmel; 
Edward Maron; Augusta Maron; Max 
Maron – Reba & Alden Stock 

Sidney Sucoll, father – Barry Sucoll 
Paul G. Sussman, husband – Edythe 

Sussman 

Paul G. Sussman, father – J. Bruce 
Sussman 

Samuel Wilensky, father – Shirley Wachtel 
Dionyz Stein, Holocaust remembrance – 

Sue & Stuart Wachtel 
Solon L. Weiner, father – Patti & Howard 

Weiner 
Betty Berkowitz, mother; Louis Berkowitz, 

grandfather – Lenore Weisinger 
Leon Abkowicz, father; Rachel Zielenic, 

grandmother; Moner Abkowicz, uncle – 
Ann Wolf 

Michael Peter Yellin, son; Sally Yellin, 
mother-in-law – Roslyn Yellin 

Freda & Isadore Freedman, parents; 
Michael Freedman, brother – Hilary 
Freedman 

Calvin Zieky, husband – Sandy Zieky 
Nora Zimmerman, mother – Richard 

Zimmerman 
 
 

 

Sharon & Bob Efron Family Fund 
in Appreciation of 
Lydia Lutt, for all her hard work for the 

Israel Engagement Committee – Sharon 
& Bob Efron 

in Memory of 
Roslyn Lutt, mother of Howard – Sharon 

& Bob Efron 

Judith & David Borus Family 
Endowment Fund    

for the Yahrzeit of 
Mimi Aleng, Holocaust remembrance – 

Judy Borus 
Dolin-Etscovitz Family Endowment Fund 
in Memory of  
Irma & Dr. Eli Etscovitz, parents – Diane 

& Dr. Scott Dolin 
Garfield Family Fund in memory of 

Jamie Garfield     
for the Yahrzeit of 
Jamie Garfield, son – Gerry Garfield 

Gavens Family College Youth Fund     
in Memory of 
Seymour Gavens, husband of Annette – 

Nancy & Jeff Hoffman 
Goldberg Endowment Fund for 

Education      
in Memory of 
Carol Jeanne McMurrer, mother of Eileen 

– Caryl & Leonard Goldberg 
Anna Heineman Memorial Fund     

in Appreciation of 
Steve Stier – Herb Hoffman 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Anna & Frank Heineman, parents – 

Francine & Steven Stier 
 

CT Mohel 
 

Ron Buckman, MD 

www.CTMohel.com 
 

Brit Milah    Simchat Bat 

Supporting Beth El, cont. 
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Friends Fund for Members in Need 
in Honor of 
Bar mitzvah of Ross Lippman, grandson of Arlene & Lenny Lippman 

& Andrea Hotes – Miriam Lappen 
Birth of Charles “Charlie” Lucky Caruso, grandson of Nancy & John 

Jacobson; birth of Asher Joseph Praskin, grandson of Carol Starr, 
Leigh Newman & Gary Starr, great-grandson of Ellie Jainchill – Judy 
& David Rosenthal 

Judy & David Rosenthal for all the good they do – Amy & Bob Veroff 
in Memory of 
Edith Shapiro, mother of Steven – Joyce & Richard Leibert 
Irma Wallin, mother of Justin Kudler; Roslyn Lutt, mother of Howard 

– Judy & David Rosenthal 
General Unrestricted Endowment Fund 

in Honor of     
Bar mitzvah of Ross Lippman, grandson of Arlene & Lenny Lippman 

& Andrea Hotes – Nancy & Marc Bazilian 
Gayle Temkin receiving the L’Dor v’Dor Award from Voices of Hope 

– Bella & Judd Fink 
Dr. Robin Santiago, an inspiration – Annette Gavens 
Simchat bat of daughter, Zarina Zena Zelda Mendolia – Samantha 

Kaplan-Mendolia & Dominic Mendolia 
in Memory of 
Roslyn Lutt, mother of Howard – Judith Borus, Annette Gavens, 

Abbey Kreinik 
Gisella Gurtman, mother of Fran – Lois & Chuck Koteen, Riva 

Lewinter & David Kruger 
Annette Elbaum, mother of Robin Oremland – Karen & Jeffrey 

Polinsky 
Irma Wallin, mother of Justin Kudler – Ila & David Sabino 
Carol Jeanne McMurrer, mother of Eileen – Carolyn & Jeffrey Weiser 

Irving & Shirley Gutcheon Congregant Assistance Fund 
in Appreciation of 
Rabbi Ilana Garber – Paulette & Jim Lotstein 
in Honor of 
85th birthday of Michael Cohen; special birthday of Carolyn Bernstein; 

Richard Gutcheon chanting his bar mitzvah Haftorah; 50th wedding 
anniversary of Ruth Ann & Harley Graime; 85th birthday of David 
Klau; birth of Levi Starr Klau, grandson of Bobby & David; 100th 
birthday of Elsie Farber, mother of Nancy Rosen; bar mitzvah of 
Sam Maxwell Shefsky, son of Deena & Doug, grandson of Barbara & 
Ira Samberg; bat mitzvah of Caroline Stein, daughter of Tami & 
Josh, granddaughter of Claudia & Joel Goodman – Paulette & Jim 
Lotstein 

in Memory of 
Beatrice Goldberg, mother of Miriam Lappen; Seymour Gavens, 

husband of Annette; Mildred Goodman, mother of Joel, 
grandmother of Tami Stein; Shirley Goldstein, mother of Claudia 
Goodman, grandmother of Tami Stein; Stephen Kreinik, husband of 
Abbey; Leo Kaplan, husband of Bilha; Adam Leshem, husband of 
Alice, father of Jerry & Ed; Selena Blake, mother of Dorine Toyen, 
grandmother of Heather Toyen; Fred Dannhauser, husband of 
Harriet, father of Robin Lazinsk; Gil Hershman, father of Sandra 
Rulnick – Paulette & Jim Lotstein 

for the Yahrzeit of 
Dorothy Lotstein, mother; Celia & Isadore Cohen, grandparents – 

Paulette & Jim Lotstein 
Wishing a Speedy Recovery to 
David Brandwein – Paulette & Jim Lotstein 

Arthur & Stella Mostel Fund for Adult Education 
in Memory of 
Stella & Dr. Arthur Mostel – Sheila & Bernie Teig 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Charlotte Mostel, grandmother; Katharina Alexander, Holocaust 

remembrance – Carolyn & Jeffrey Weiser 
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Eleanor Weinberg Jainchill Family Fund    
for the Yahrzeit of 
Alvin L. Weinberg, husband – Ellie Jainchill 
Alvin L. Weinberg, father – Janet & Ray Gorski 

Ruth & Harry Kleinman Endowment Fund 
in Memory of 
Gisella Gurtman, mother of Fran; Irma Wallin, mother of Justin 

Kudler; Roslyn Lutt, mother of Howard – Myra & Bill Kleinman 
Koteen Family Fund 

for the Yahrzeit of 
Lillian Levitsky, mother – Lois & Chuck Koteen 

Diane & Richard Lieberfarb Endowment Fund 
in Honor of 
Marriage of Max Wagner Weinstein, son of Elisa Wagner & Stephen 

Weinstein, to Dr. Clarisse Ann Myers – Diane & Richard 
Lieberfarb 

Lois & Alvin Reiner Family Fund  
in Memory of 
Alvin Reiner, father of Jim & Gail – Judy & David Rosenthal 

Resnick Family Fund  
in Memory of 
Rhoda “Maidie” Resnick, mother of Frank – the Endowment 

Trustees, Abbey Kreinik, Judy & David Rosenthal 

Supporting Beth El, cont. 
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Beth El Temple of West Hartford Inc. 
2626 Albany Avenue 

West Hartford, CT  06117 
bethelwesthartford.org 

 
 
 
Jim Rosen, Rabbi jrosen@bethelwh.org 
Joseph Ness, Cantor jness@bethelwh.org 
Stanley M. Kessler z’’l, Rabbi Emeritus 
Rabbi Howard Sowalsky, hsowalsky@bethelwh.org 
 Ritual & Executive Director 
Judith Rosenthal, President President@bethelwh.org 
Michelle Konigsburg,  mkonigsburg@bethelwh.org 
 SULAM Director 
Lydia Lutt,  Marketing@bethelwh.org 
 Social Media and Marketing Coordinator 
Jason Kay,   Engagement@bethelwh.org 
 Engagement Coordinator 
Deborah R. Rosenfeld, Editor TempleTopics@bethelwh.org 

Published every two months.  
Following the deadline schedule 
below, please submit articles to: 
 TempleTopics@bethelwh.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Send Life Cycle announcements to:  
 LEsau@bethelwh.org 

 1/25 for March-April 
 3/25 for May-June 
 5/25 for July-August 
 7/25 for September-October 
 9/25 for November-December 
 11/25 for January-February 

@BethElWH 
 
@BethElWH 
 
beth.el.temple.wh 

Note:  The calendar grid is a separate document and can be downloaded from our website. Each month is a 
separate page, designed for legal-sized paper (8.5”x14”). Copies are also available in the office. 

Main Office: 
860.233.9696 

SULAM: 
860.233.9891 

Fax: 
860.233.9892 

Rosen Family Kehillah  
Kedosha Fund   

in Honor of 
Engagement of Rabbi Ariella Rosen, 

daughter of Nancy & Rabbi Jim 
Rosen, and Rabbi Becca Walker – 
Judith Borus, Lois & Chuck 
Koteen 

Laurie & Marshall Shakun  
Family Fund   

in Memory of      
Flo Shakun, mother of Harlan, 

Marshall & Mitchell, brother of 
Joel Weisman – Rosalyn 
Darefsky, Kimberly & Scott 
Margolis, Marla Darefsky 
Severance 
Leigh A Newman & Gary S Starr  

Family Fund  
in Honor of 
Birth of Asher Joseph Praskin, 

grandson of Carol Starr, Leigh 
Newman & Gary Starr, great-
grandson of Ellie Jainchill – Lois 
& Chuck Koteen, Abbey Kreinik 

Sussman Families  
Endowment Fund  

in Honor of 
Marriage of Dr. Ian Brownstein, 

grandson, to Dr. Rebecca Reitz – 
Beatrice Sussman 

for the Yahrzeit of 
Fred Andorsky, father – Lisa 

Sussman 

Roland-Berkowitz Family Fund  
in Memory of 
Janice Roland, mother of Phillip – 

Lois & Chuck Koteen, Abbey 
Kreinik 

Michael & Susan Schenker  
Endowment Fund   

in Memory of      
Roslyn Lutt, mother of Howard – 

Susan & Michael Schenker 
Clara & Mickey Sowalsky Gabbai 

Rishon Endowment Fund     
in Appreciation of 
Rabbi Sowalsky – Barbara & Ira 

Samberg  
Amy E Toyen Endowment Fund  

in Memory of       
Amy E. Toyen, daughter of Dorine 

& Marty, sister of Heather – Lois 
& Chuck Koteen, Marilyn &  
Alan Rothstein 

Salena Blake, mother of Dorine 
Toyen, grandmother of Heather 
Toyen – Joan & Melvin Levi 

Gisella Gurtman, mother of Fran – 
Marilyn & Alan Rothstein 

I. Milton Widem  
Adult Education Fund  

in Memory of      
Joan Kemler, mother of Louise 

Kemler Kaufman – Susan Widem 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Milton Widem, father – Susan 

Widem 

Cemetery Update 
The Cemetery Committee voted recently to 
increase rates for cemetery plots and 
interment, along with headstone and 
footstone foundations. These rates have  
 remained  
 steady since  
 2014 despite  
 vendor price  
 increases to 
us. Effective January 1, 2021, the rates will  
be as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT/QUESTIONS:  cemetery@bethelwh.org, 
hsowalsky@bethelwh.org 

DEADLINE:  plots may be purchased before the 
rate increase 

NOTE:  to receive Member Pricing, members 
must be in good standing in a full dues 
category (does not include Friends of Beth El) 

 Member Non-Member 
Price per grave $2,000  $4,000 
Interment cost (at time of passing) 
  $2,000  $4,000 
Member’s relative’s interment cost:  $3,000 
 
Foundation 
 Footstone: $600 
 Headstone: $650 - $1,200 
  depending on size 
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Enjoying Beth El 

LIVE (but virtual) 
FROM BETH EL! 

Sunday, Dec. 13, 
6pm 

Celebrate with 
seasonal  

favorites plus a 
few surprises 

Hosted by Cantor 
Joseph Ness  

REGISTER:  via the links below and access details will be emailed to you 
Nov. 22:  tinyurl.com/BEMAFall2020 
Dec. 13:  tinyurl.com/BEMADec2020  

 
Revisit live concerts from past seasons at:  BethElTempleMusic.com/historic-concerts 

See page 7 for details about 
Chanukah@Home:  A Virtual  
Beth El Family Celebration  

preceding the concert at 4PM 

Beth El Music & Arts (BEMA) presents: 


