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SULAM Beth El - Seek. Understand. Learn. Act. Marvel. 
The SULAM year seems to have flown by. It was a joy to be onsite 
at Beth El on Sunday mornings. Despite the necessity to mask and 
be socially distant, our learners 
engaged in active and interactive 
learning, affording creativity, artistic 
exploration, and meaningful Judaic 
experiences. Our weekday, individual, 
Hebrew online lessons again showed 

a healthy progress for each of our learners. A 
highlight of this year included the participation of 
our learners in Shabbat morning services. 
Monthly, throughout the year, our Bogrim class 
(seventh graders) and their families attended a 
Shabbat program facilitated by our clergy, which 
culminated with joining the congregation for 
Shabbat services in the sanctuary. Learners and their 
families gained greater familiarity and comfort with the content and flow of the 
Shabbat morning service and became an active part of our Beth El community. 
On a Shabbat morning in March our third and fourth graders 
led the opening prayers for taking the Torah from the ark and 
then received a group Aliyah. They joined with their parents 
for a family-edition Shabbat Club facilitated by Rabbi Zerin, 
an extraordinary, participatory service with activities 
fostering family conversations and learning together. 
Everyone returned to the sanctuary for the conclusion of 
Shabbat services where our learners helped lead the closing 
prayers. 
Kindergarten through second graders and their parents, along 
with their educators, participated in April’s Shababa, the 
Friday night program created for Beth El’s youngest generation to experience  
the joy of Shabbat with singing, stories, prayers, and a tasty Shabbat dinner.  

This experience completed the 
Shabbat unit for our SULAM 
learners; the ritual items they 
designed and decorated during 
Sunday’s lessons were distributed  
for their personal use at home. 
SULAM concludes on May 22     
after a Lag Ba’Omer celebration  
and a final year program. It has  
been a good SULAM year! 
Looking ahead to the next    
academic year, we know that 
bringing all of Beth El’s learners   
and their families (SULAM and 
SSDS) together for celebration      
and learning is an important part    
of our planning. Enjoy a safe and 
rejuvenating summer. 

B’vracha, Michelle Konigsburg 

We thank our SULAM educator team 
for their dedication and commitment 
to our SULAM learners. 

Stuart Zohar Asbel 
Corin Coleman 
Marlena DeRosa 
Sydney Feinstein 
Shira Goldberg 
Mindy Jeremias 
Anita Levy 
Yaffi Palter 
Dalia Rotman 
Rebecca Rumbo 
Limor Shefer 
Rebecca Zeuschner 
Jane Zimmerman 

Paraeducators 
Stacey Poutre 
Shana Robbins 
Jordan Shefsky 

Madrichim 
Eben Bauman 
Joel Harris 
Sophie Kudler 
Sarah Wayne 

K-2 learning Hebrew 

Bogrim learners with 
residents of JCL 

Purim fun! 
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Enjoying Beth El - Beth El Music & Arts 
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From the Rabbi’s Desk - More than a Minyan 
Ever since the beginning of the 
pandemic, I’ve been thinking about 
how minyan is so much more than 
praying in a community. 

Yes, it is an opportunity to pray as a 
tzibur, a congregation. To recite 

those prayers that can only be recited when we join 
with nine others because, as our tradition teaches, 
holiness is heightened within the community. 

But it is so much more than that. If I weren’t aware 
of that before the pandemic, I certainly am now. 
Thanks to Zoom, I have been able to pray with a 
congregation throughout the pandemic. For many 
months, I prayed as part of a minyan while alone in 
my home, in front of my computer, and in that time, 
I realized how very different it is to recite prayers as 
part of a minyan than it is to come to minyan. 

Because minyan is more than just minyan. 

Yes, it is an opportunity to recite the prayers. 

But it is also a time for the kinds of conversations I 
have come to call “kiddush updates” – the 
conversations in which you check-in about things 
where we aren’t likely to pick up the phone or send a 
text or an email, but which make you feel so much 
more connected. 

It is a time to feel each other’s presence. There is a 
different energy in a room filled with 10 or 20 or 100 
people than there is in a room with a computer 
screen. 

Minyan is a break in the busyness of the day, when we 
can literally step into the calm of a sacred space. 

It is a time when we can hear our words echoed in the 
whispers of others in the room and sense that even in 
our private prayers, we are not alone. 

It is a time when we can lift our voices in song 
together. People often think I am joking when I say 
that everyone’s voice sounds good in prayer, but I 
mean it genuinely.  There is something about praying 
together that is always beautiful. 

Throughout the pandemic, I may have had the 
opportunity to recite Bar’chu and Kaddish, but I 
missed all these other things that make minyan what it 
is. 

That is not to say that I am not grateful for all the ways 
we found to connect over the past two years. I am 
incredibly grateful I had the ability to be together while 
remaining physically distant when that was the only 
safe option for me; just as I continue to be grateful for 
the ways in which people can connect remotely if that 
is the only safe or viable option for them. 

At the same time, I hope that the benefits of praying 
together remotely do not make us forget the benefits of 
praying together in person. It is easy to forget “the 
before times,” but important to remember all that 
coming together can offer us. I look forward to hearing 
what minyan means to you – perhaps the next time I 
see you in the chapel. 

~ Rachel Zerin 

Lev Shalem - Our Prayer Book Returns! 
Two years ago, as services shifted 
to remote participation at the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
reverted back to using our old 
prayer book, Siddur Sim  
Shalom. It was a necessary shift, 
as we had many copies we could 
give out. 
We have now returned to using 
Siddur Lev Shalem for Shabbat 
Morning and Festival Services.  

We will continue to use Siddur 
Sim Shalom for weekday services. 
We hope you will join us in the 

Sanctuary or Chapel for all 
our services, where we will 
have copies of the 
appropriate siddur for you 
to use.  
If you are unable to join us  

    in person, there are three 
ways you can continue to 
participate via Livestream: 

Download a pdf of Siddur Lev 
Shalem from our website 

Continue using your borrowed 
copy of Siddur Sim Shalom; 
download the page-to-page 
comparison guides created by 
Rabbi Zerin. 

Purchase a physical copy of 
Siddur Lev Shalem from the 
Rabbinical Assembly. 
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This issue of 
Temple Topics 
coincides with the 
end of my first year 
as your president. 
It has been a 
privilege and 

pleasure to serve in this role. It has 
afforded me an opportunity to get 
to know many of you and to better 
appreciate how Beth El functions.  

One of the most rewarding aspects 
of the job has been developing a 
deeper relationship with our 
remarkable clergy. We are 
especially fortunate to have four 
consummate professionals leading 
our Temple – Rabbi Rosen, Rabbi 
Zerin, Cantor Ness, and Rabbi 
Sowalsky. I have lived in ten states 
and belonged to many synagogues. 
When I say what we have is 

special, I know what I’m talking 
about.  

Which is why I am so excited that 
this year’s spring event is a tribute 
to our clergy. It is an opportunity 
to show our appreciation and 
gratitude for who they are and 
what they do for us. 

And it is an opportunity to hear an 
outstanding speaker. The program 
will feature Tal Ben-Shahar, the 
bestselling author and lecturer who 
created the most popular course in 
the history of Harvard University. 
He is also the founder of the 
Happiness Studies Academy. I 
know you will be uplifted by his 
talk, and I hope you will join us for 
this special event. 

The evening will be more than a 
great program and a chance to 
catch up with old friends, possibly 

for the first time in several years. It 
is also an opportunity to give 
something back to Beth El. While 
your dues are the foundation of 
our Temple, donations during our 
fundraisers make a huge 
difference. And this is a fundraiser. 
Every contribution is important, 
no matter how small or how large. 

A few days before this program, we 
will be celebrating Shavuot when 
we read the Book of Ruth. It is a 
story of loyalty and love, but it is 
built around the importance of 
giving a portion back, which is a 
fundamental Jewish value. 

Thank you for being a part of Beth 
El. I look forward to seeing you on 
June 7 as we celebrate and give our 
thanks to the four individuals who 
are the backbone of our synagogue. 

~ Steve Rabb 

Reflections from the President 

There are things that we often feel we 
don’t do well alone, but by joining 
together, the result is truly rewarding. 

For example, many of us don’t like to 
travel alone. When we are on an 
adventure, it is gratifying to share 
what we find interesting or special: 

“Wow, look at that beautiful mountain” or “That was 
the best pizza that I’ve ever had.” Then the crucial 
statement, “Don’t you agree?” And your fellow 
traveler might answer, “I was thinking the same.” 

The same elements that allow us to confirm with each 
other who we are and what we like have an important 
analogy to how we sing. So many of us were told when 
we were young that we had a bad voice and that we 
couldn’t sing very well. It makes us feel a bit reticent 
about singing alone. Even those young people who 
feel they have good voices are much more excited and 
confident if they sing with a friend or two. 

Comin together to sing as a group, we bypass our 
reluctance to sing alone. Those times can translate 
into powerful individual and communal moments. 

When we gather together at Beth El Temple as a 
community, when we raise our voices as one, we 
create a structure of communication where we are in a 
musical dialogue with each other, with the leader 
(shliach tzibbur) of the service, and with the Creator. 

The last two years have been tough, but thanks to 
Zoom, we could face each other and dialogue on the 
computer. And that was good. But what I miss – and 
profoundly so – are those special moments when we 
as a community raise our voices in prayer, and that 
can be only done…together, in-person, with no 
intervening technology. Our natural voices in natural 
time. 

It will be so very special to see, hear, and feel those 
special holy moments return again…and again. 

~ Joseph Ness 

Cantor’s Corner - All in Real Time 
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Worshipping Together - Shabbat  

Candle Lighting & Havdallah Times;  
plus Havdallah Service Time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

** See page 8 for Shavuot candle lighting times. 

Friday Saturday 
Candle Havdallah Service 

May 6-7 7:37 PM 8:36 PM 8:55 PM 
May 13-14 7:44 PM 8:43 PM 9:05 PM 
May 20-21 7:51 PM 8:50 PM 9:10 PM 
May 27-28 7:57 PM 8:56 PM 9:15 PM 
June 3-4 8:03 PM 9:03 PM ** 
June 10-11 8:07 PM 9:06 PM 9:25 PM 
June 17-18 8:10 PM 9:09 PM 9:30 PM 
June 24-25 8:12 PM 9:10 PM 9:30 PM 
July 1-2 8:12 PM 9:10 PM 9:30 PM 

Shabbat 

All services and classes can be accessed directly from 
the weekly e-blast to members (no login necessary); 
or by the links on our website, login required. 

Friday – weekly 
 Kabbalat Shabbat 

6:00 PM Zoom and in person 
Every week, we welcome Shabbat with joyous song and 
prayer led by Cantor Ness, d’var Torah from one of our 
rabbis, and special guest soloists. 

 Israel Shabbat 

COST: $18/adult; $15/kids aged 5-12;  
$10/USY (grades 6-12); $60 Family max 

REGISTRATION: tinyurl.com/BETIsraelDinner 
RSVP:  by 4/29 
QUESTIONS:  Rabbi Zerin, rzerin@bethelwh.org;  

Jason Kay, engagement@bethelwh.org 
NOTE:  Services and dinner will be held 

outdoors on the patio, weather permitting 
Celebrate Yom HaAtzam’ut (see facing 
page) with a joyous, musical Kabbalat 
Shabbat service and Israeli themed Shabbat 
dinner! The service will incorporate Israeli 
melodies, both old and new.  

FRIDAY, MAY 6  
5:30 PM Crudites 
5:45 PM Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma’ariv 
6:45 PM Congregational Dinner 

Shabbat in the Park 

LOCATION:  Eisenhower Park, Sheep Hill Drive, 
West Hartford 

TARGET AGE:  children 8 and younger (and  
siblings, parents, and grandparents) 

REGISTRATION: tinyurl.com/ParkShabbat624  
RSVP:  by 6/22 
QUESTIONS:  Rabbi Zerin, rzerin@bethelwh.org;  

Jason Kay, engagement@bethelwh.org 
We'll bring the grape juice and challah, and 
each family is invited to bring their own picnic 
dinner (due to COVID precautions, no 
sharing) to enjoy after some outdoor singing in 
a beautiful setting. Please RSVP to let us know 
how much to bring and whom to contact in 
case the weather is iffy. Meet at the Playground. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 24 
5:30 – 7:30 PM 

Saturday – weekly 
 Shabbat Morning & Torah Service 

9:30 AM – 12:00 PM Livestream and in person 
A traditional service, may include b’nai mitzvah or 
special programming. 

Children’s Playroom up to age 5 
9:30 AM – 12:00 PM 

A place to take a break with your energetic child. 
NOTE:  children must be supervised by a grownup 

Havdallah 
LOCATION:  Home Zoom only 
NOTE:  see chart for timing; it follows sunset 

We transition from Shabbat to the new week with this 
brief service using the traditional symbols of a burning 
candle, a spice box, and wine. This will not include an 
evening service; Mourner’s Kaddish will not be recited. 

Youth Shabbat Services  
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM no Virtual Options 
QUESTIONS:  Jason Kay, engagement@bethelwh.org   
Mazel Tots   

Featuring songs and stories geared for  
children 6 and under with their families. 

Shabbat Club 
Prayers, games, and activities  
for students in grades 1-5. 

Shabbat Mincha Service 
12:15 – 12:45 PM Livestream and in person 

The brief afternoon service, complete with Torah 
readings, is returning to our Chapel. Mourner’s Kaddish 
will be recited for Sunday yahrzeits.  
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Shacharit  Zoom and in person 
SUNDAYS  8:45 AM 
MONDAY-FRIDAY  7:00 AM 

The morning minyan also includes reading Torah on 
Mondays, Thursdays, and Rosh Chodesh. 

NOTE: see Shavout schedule on next page for Jun 5-6 
Mon, May 30  9:00 AM  
Mon, July 4  9:00 AM 

Mincha & Ma’ariv  Zoom and in person 
SUNDAYS-THURSDAYS  5:30 PM 

Our daily minyan (prayer service with at least 
10 Jewish adults) includes Kaddish for those in 
mourning or observing yahrzeit (the 
anniversary of a person’s passing). 
 

Yom Yerushalayim – 28 Iyar 
Jerusalem Day 

begins Saturday eve, May 28 

Celebrating the 1967 reunification of 
Jerusalem is a national holiday in 
Israel but obviously one put on the 
calendar very recently!  The rabbis 
have ruled it to be a day to thank God 
for the victory in the Six-Day War and 
for answering the 2,000-year-old 
prayer of Next Year in Jerusalem.  Sing 
Jerusalem songs, watch the “Kotel-
cam” (the 24-hour video surveillance 
of the Western Wall), and start to plan 
your next trip to Jerusalem! 

Yom HaZikaron – 3 Iyar 
Israel’s Memorial Day for Fallen Soldiers  

& Victims of Terror   
begins Tuesday eve, May 3 

Memorial Day in Israel is a somber day with ceremonies to honor 
those who fought to protect the State and the people of Israel. Nearly 
everyone in Israel has lost someone in a war or terror attack. Even 

the music on the radio is sad.  
Take time on this day to read about Israeli 
soldiers or to support a chayal boded (lone 
soldier), who made aliyah and fights for his/her 
adopted country. 

Yom HaAtzmaut – 4 Iyar 
Israel’s Independence Day  

begins Wednesday eve, May 4 
Yom HaZikaron ends in true Israeli fashion:  with the beginning of 
this special day of parties, parades, bonfires, and more.  
Wear blue and white, eat falafel, buy Israeli products, and make a 
donation to an Israeli charity as you celebrate Israel on this day. 

Join our Israel Shabbat program on Friday, May 6 (see facing page)! 

Observing Together - Modern Holidays 

Worshipping Together - Daily Minyan 

Lag Ba’Omer, a minor holiday on the Jewish calendar, 
is a festive day. The Hebrew letters lamed and gimel 
which make up the acronym “Lag” have the combined 
numerical value of 33. This day is an occasion for 
happiness during an otherwise mournful period.  
The Omer counting period, seven weeks between 
Passover and Shavuot, is a relatively somber time:   
Many Jews do not listen to live music or get haircuts; 
at Beth El, weddings don’t take place in the first part 
of the Omer period (until Lag Ba’Omer) with a few 

exceptions. This is 
because of a plague 
that wiped out many 
of the students of 
Rabbi Akiva, one of 
the greatest rabbis of the Talmud.  
We are told that the plague stopped on the 33rd day of 
the Omer, so that day is one of celebration, picnics, 
bonfires, and outdoor fun. In Israel, people also plant 
trees. Grab some friends and enjoy! 

Lag Ba’Omer – 18 Iyar 

33rd Day of the Omer – begins Wednesday, May 18 

Worshipping Together - Spring Holidays 



 

 8 Beth El Temple      West Hartford, CT      www.bethelwesthartford.org      860.233.9696 

Worshipping Together - Spring Holidays 

Shavuot is one of those holiday gems that seems to get 
lost. Everyone knows Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, 
Chanukah, and Pesach. But what is Shavuot and why is it 
considered one of the “biggies” in Jewish life? 

Coming seven 
weeks (Shavuot is 
Hebrew for 
weeks) after the 
second Passover 
Seder, Shavuot 

celebrates not one but two important events: spring’s 
first harvests and the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai. 
Once out of Egypt and settled down, our ancestors 
brought to the Temple the first and best fruits of their 
spring harvest. With everyone coming together, it was a 
perfect opportunity to also honor God’s historic giving 
of the Torah on Mount Sinai, marking the covenant 
between God and the Jewish people. It’s a joyous festival 
that lasts for two days. 
During Shavuot we read the beautiful story of Ruth, who, 
after the death of her husband, followed her also-
widowed Jewish mother-in-law, Naomi, back to her 
homeland of Canaan. This is the origin of the touching 
speech that begins, 

whither thou goes, I will go, where thou lodges, 
I will lodge. Thy people shall be my people, thy 
God my God. 

Her steadfast loyalty – and ultimate conversion to 
Judaism – was rewarded: Ruth’s offspring gave birth to 
King David. We will read the Book of Ruth during 
morning services on the 1st day of Shavuot. 
Shavuot is also known as the dairy holiday; we eat 
blintzes or cheesecake. Why dairy? One reason, the 
sweetness of Torah is often compared to the sweetness of 
honey and milk. Another, Moses received the Torah – 
including the laws of kashrut – on Shavuot, but the 
people had not yet internalized what was and wasn’t 
allowed. Eating dairy was a safe bet. 

Shavuot – 5-7 Sivan 

33rd Day of the Omer 
begins Saturday, June 4 

Shavout Calendar  
 
All Services and activities will be in person; only 
Services will be accessible from home. 

HOW TO WATCH THE SERVICE: 
 Z =  Zoom 
 LS =  Livestream 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4 – Tikkun Leil Shavuot 
7:15 PM Se’udah Shleesheet   
8:00 PM Learning with Rabbi Rosen and 

Rabbi Zerin  
9:00 PM Festival Ma’ariv and modified  Z 

Havdallah  
9:03 PM Candle Lighting 
9:30 PM Cheesecake  

SUNDAY, JUNE 5 – First Day of Shavuot 
9:30 AM Festival Morning Services LS 

11:00 AM Family Shavuot Service 
12:00 PM Congregational Lunch  
12:45 PM Adult Learning and Family 

Activities  
5:30 PM Evening Minyan LS 
9:04 PM Candle Lighting 

MONDAY, JUNE 6 – Second Day of Shavuot 
9:30 AM Festival Morning Service,  LS 

Yizkor recited 
12:00 PM Congregational Lunch  

5:30 PM Festival Mincha and Ma’ariv  Z 
Services  

9:03 PM Havdallah Lighting; end of holiday 

Tikkun Leil Shavuot 

COST:  no charge 
RSVP:  by 6/2, tinyurl.com/BETShavuotTikkun 

Say goodbye to Shabbat and welcome Shavuot with 
food, Torah study, and the traditional Shavuot  
favorite – cheesecake! 

SEE CHART FOR TIMING DETAILS 

First Day of Shavuot  

COST:  no charge 
RSVP:  by 6/2, tinyurl.com/BETShavuotDay1 

Festivities continue with two service options, 
including Rabbi Zerin’s Family Service geared 
toward families with children ages 10 and under.  
After services, come together for a special 
congregational lunch (with cheesecake and an ice 
cream sundae bar!), followed by learning and 
activities for all. 

SEE TIMING DETAILS ABOVE 
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Making Connections 

Men’s Club 

Outing to See the  
Hartford Yard Goats  

SUNDAY, MAY 15 
1:05 PM 
LOCATION:  Dunkin’ Donuts Park,  

1214 Main St., Hartford  
COST:  $20, tickets will be limited 
REGISTRATION:  tinyurl.com/YardGoatsMay15 
QUESTIONS:  Tom Falik, 860-729-7245, 

tfalik@comcast.net 

Come see the Hartford Yard Goats play the 
Portland Sea Dogs! Your ticket will allow you 
access to the Yard Goats Club, an air 
conditioned section with great views of the 
game and higher-end food and liquor options. 

5th Annual Dan Miller Men’s Club 
Membership Dinner 

THURSDAY, MAY 19 
6:30 – 8:30 PM 
QUESTIONS:  Tom Falik, 860-729-7245, 

tfalik@comcast.net  

Men’s Club members, be on the lookout for 
your invitation! 

Walk Around the Reservoir 
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 9:15 AM 
LOCATION:  Reservoir on Route 44, Albany Ave; meet in 

parking lot 
CONTACT:  Stu Bernstein, 860-232-2012, scbernste@aol.com  

Distinguished Service Award Banquet 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 
5:30 – 8:30 PM 

Honorees this year are Sharon Efron and Lois Koteen; 
invitations will be mailed to all Beth El members. 

TheRetreat 2022 
THURSDAY, JUNE 9 – SUNDAY, JUNE 12 
LOCATION:  Camp Ramah, Palmer, MA 
QUESTIONS:  Phil Schulz, 860-726-6118, 

philschulz@sbcglobal.net  
NOTE: cost will be subsidized by each Beth El Men’s Club 

and the FJMC-CT Valley Region 

TheRetreat is a long weekend of fun, spirit, and learning 
for Jewish Men, using music both in worship and 
socializing; emphasizing building leadership and 
increasing knowledge regarding Israel and anti-
Semitism, with Rabbi Rosen as the featured speaker. 

Chai Society 

Musical Program with Cantor Ness 

COST:  no charge 
CONTACT:  Judy Satlof, 860-523-8883, 

judsatlof@aol.com  
Join us for a delightful afternoon of music. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 16 OR 23 
12:00 PM 

Movie and Dessert 
THURSDAY, MAY 26 
1:00 – 4:00 PM 

Mark Schmidek will give a short  
introduction to the 1988 movie, Crossing Delancey, 
about a single girl who meets a man through her 
Jewish grandmother’s matchmaker. There will be 
popcorn and munchies during the movie and 
dessert after.  

COST:  no charge 
CONTACT:  Judy Satlof, 860-523-8883,  

judsatlof@aol.com  

Calling All Beth El Softball Players 
SUNDAY MORNINGS, MAY 1 – MID-AUGUST 
9:30 – 11:30 AM 
LOCATION:  CIGNA (in Bloomfield off Simsbury Rd.) 
CAPTAINS:  Alan Cetel, 860-232-9515, acjctc@aol.com, 

Jacob Kovel, 860-651-9366, eaglewars@aol.com 
NOTE:  not playing June 5, July 17, August 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beth El’s Softball Team is ready to dust off the old 
mitts and find those cleats! We play in the Greater 
Hartford Synagogue Softball League, 
a six-team co-ed slow pitch league – 
year 26! 
We are always on the lookout for 
new players as well as veterans, 
especially women. If you would like to renew your 
athletic career, it isn't too late to get in on the fun 
this season. 
We welcome, and encourage, non-playing Beth El 
members to come cheer us on! 
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Inaugural Stanley M. Kessler 
Distinguished Professorship Lecture 

THURSDAY, JUNE 9 
7:30 PM 
QUESTIONS:  860-509-9500, 

info@hartfordinternational.edu 
UNDERWRITER:  Ruth & Harry Kleinman Endowment Fund, 

a named fund within The Endowment Fund of Beth El 
Temple  

CO-SPONSORS:  Hartford International University for 
Religion and Peace, and Beth El Temple  

NOTE:  this is not a Beth El program;  
direct all questions to HIU 

Agreeing to Disagree: How Jews and  
Christians Read the Same Scripture  
Differently with Amy-Jill Levine, PhD,  
Rabbi Stanley M. Kessler Distinguished  
Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies at 
Hartford International University for Religion and 
Peace. 

Israel Engagement Committee 

Interviews from Israel,  
Part 3:  Josh Hoffman 

MONDAY, MAY 9 
7:00 PM VIA ZOOM 
REGISTER:  by 5/8,  

tinyurl.com/BETandIZZY  
CONTACT:  Sharon Efron, sgredancer@yahoo.com; 

Robin Santiago, Robin@rsantiagodmd.com 
 Josh Hoffman is an  
 entrepreneur on a mission to  
 infuse unprecedented  
 creativity and innovation into  
 the Jewish world. He has 
created and runs two start-ups: IZZY TV and 
JOOL, and he will be sharing the what/why/where 
of these businesses. He is also an author with two 
books (so far)! 

Camp Ramah in New England, Palmer, MA 

Virtual Tours 
CONTACT:  joshe@campramahne.org – Camp Ramah; 

rabbijill@campramahne.org – Day Camp 

Book personal multi-media online experiences to 
learn about Camp Ramah in Palmer or Ramah Day 
Camp Greater DC. 

Ramah Family Camp 
FRIDAY-MONDAY, MAY 27-30 

This is the perfect opportunity to introduce your 
family to the Ramah experience. Participate in 
spirited and age-appropriate prayer services, fun 
and engaging family programming, nighttime 
activities for adults, and all the fun camp has to 
offer. 

CONTACT:  Pamela Kekst,  pamelak@campramahne.org 

United Synagogue Youth 
 

LOCATION: alternates Beth El Temple 
and The Emanuel Synagogue 

COST:  no charge for most programs 
CONTACT:  Cara Levine, 

whusyadvisor@gmail.com 
AGES:  grades 6-12 

Fri, May 6 Israel Shabbat Dinner with Beth El, followed by 
games/hangout 

Sun, May 15 Family Bingo - led by USY 
Sat, May 21 Shabbat Hangout 
Fr-Su, May 27-29 Regional Spring Convention, Schenectady, NY 
Wed, June 1 Make your own pizza night 
Sat, June 4 Tikkun Leil Shavuot – all-night Shavuot 

Program with JT Connect 
Fri, June 17 End of year Shabbat dinner 
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Ongoing Monthly Adult Class  
Musical Chat with Cantor Ness 

MONDAYS, 1:00 – 2:00 PM Zoom 
MAY 2 Hatikvah – its genesis and history  
MAY 30 How Leonard Bernstein used the music 

of the S'lichot service to create West Side 
Story, with Carl Sayers  

 

All services and classes can be accessed 
directly from the weekly e-blast to members 
(no login necessary); or by following the links 
on our website, login required. 

Lifelong Learning 

Ongoing Weekly Adult Classes  
New participants welcome! 

Come occasionally or come weekly. 
No registration, no charge.  

Lunch & Learn 
TUESDAYS 
12:00 – 1:00 PM Zoom 

Now in its 28th year, Rabbi Rosen invites you 
to join us as we explore the Hebrew Bible 
together. We will continue to study the main 
teachings of the Writings this year. 

Talmud Study 
WEDNESDAYS 
10:15 – 11:15 AM Zoom 
CONTACT:  Beth El Office 

We are a self-guided group of learners 
currently studying the tractate Sanhedrin.  
The only prerequisite is a desire to learn 
Torah as explored by our great sages. 

Bible & Breakfast 
THURSDAYS 
8:00 – 9:00 AM Zoom and in person 
QUESTIONS:  Michael Schenker,  

msschenker31@gmail.com  
Guided by our rabbis, participants  
share their viewpoints and insights  
about the weekly parsha. We all  
learn by listening, thinking, and sharing. 
People with all backgrounds are welcome; 
an ability to read Hebrew or knowledge of 
Hebrew text is not needed.  

Pirkei Avot Study 
FRIDAYS 
1:30 – 2:30 PM Zoom 

This small book of wisdom has been a 
source of inspiration for centuries. Rabbi 
Rosen leads us as we explore the nature of 
the good life from an ancient (and still very 
relevant) Rabbinic perspective.  

NOTE:  last class before summer break is 6/14 

NOTE:  last class before summer  
break is 6/17 

Library Corner provides information about books in our library. 
Books are reviewed rather than critiqued. To request that a 
book be reviewed, please contact rjbuland@comcast.net. 

Library Corner 
Always Advocating Freedom    Roberta J. Buland 
In Never Alone: Prison, Politics, and My People, Natan 
Sharansky and historian Gil Troy describe Sharansky’s nine 
years in harsh solitary confinement in a Soviet prison, 
having been arrested for treason. Prior to his imprisonment, 
he had been a leading activist in the democratic dissident 
movement in the Soviet Union and the 
movement for free Jewish emigration. 
Sharansky fought for individual freedom in 
the face of overt tyranny, a struggle that 
would come to define the rest of his life. 
It has been documented that prison prepared 
him for a very public life. When he was a 
teenager, he had learned to play chess. He wrote, “It became 
my first passport into the world of free thought, my first 
great escape.” In prison, he played chess in his head, taking 
either side, and then turning the board around in his head, 
to challenge the other side. By the time he arrived in Israel, 
he had years of practice strategizing and debating all the 
moves. In his new homeland, he headed the Jewish Agency 
with an almost uncomfortable honesty and served four 
Israeli cabinets. He has received numerous awards both 
from the United States and Israel. His wife, Avital, was one 
of the leaders in the effort to free her husband from the 
Gulag. They have two daughters and several grandchildren. 
As an Israeli politician and the head of The Jewish Agency, 
Sharansky brought extraordinary moral clarity and 
uncompromising, often uncomfortable, honesty. His story is 
filled with reflections from his time as a political prisoner, 
from his seat at the table as history unfolded in Israel and 
the Middle East, and from his passionate efforts to unite the 
Jewish people. 
Written with frankness, affection, and humor, Never Alone 
offers us profound insights from a man who embraced the 
essential human struggle: to find his own voice, his own 
faith, and the people to whom he could belong. 
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Chesed (Kindness) Committee 
Supporting Our Members  

COORDINATOR:  Leah Katz, lckatz@comcast.net 
MEAL TRAIN:  Barbara Checknoff, 

barbarachecknoff@aol.com 
Whether it's due to an illness, the loss of a loved 
one, or some other challenge, your Beth El 
community is prepared to be of help. Our 
volunteers can assist with meals (Meal Train), 
friendly phone calls, or some basic errands for 
groceries or other essentials. 
If you are in need of some assistance, or would like 
to be part of our volunteer corps, please contact us. 

Doing Mitzvot 

KNITzvah Group  

CONTACT:  BJ, 860-523-4918, and Fran, 
knitzvahgrp@gmail.com 

The knitters and crocheters of our KNITzvah group 
continue to create beautiful lap afghans, baby blankets, 
and hats for people who  
need a little extra warmth  
and to let them know they  
are not forgotten. 
In the last six months, we  
have donated 34 blankets  
and 36 hats to the Veterans Hospital in Newington, 
CIRC (Connecticut Immigrant and Refugee Coalition), 
Chrysalis Center, and Oak Hill School. From the time 
KNITzvah was formed, nearly 20 years ago, we’ve 
given more than 1,200 gifts to organizations in Israel 
and in the Hartford area! Thank you to all our 
dedicated knitters and crocheters who have made this 
possible! 
We welcome all knitters and crocheters of all skill 
levels to join us. If you have any questions, please email 
us. 

Our motto:  We make strings into things one stitch 
at a time, to give comfort and warmth to others! 

SUNDAY, MAY 15     10:00 – 11:00 AM 

3-Season Opportunities 

Garden Club News 
CONTACT:  Sheila Fox, 860-828-3939;  

Alison Demarest, 860-810-2084, 
alisonsupermom@comcast.net; 
Robin Santiago, 860-490-7661,  
robin@rsantiagodmd.com 

DONATIONS:  gently used garden  
tools, or the funds to purchase  
them, are gratefully accepted 

Now that the weather has warmed, we have been 
outside: weeding, planting, pruning, watering, chatting, 
and laughing. It’s so easy now that our perennials 
(plants that come back every year) are well established. 
Gardening is good for the soul and the body. Fresh air 
and a little exercise go a long way toward feeling good 
and having the synagogue grounds explode with color! 
With unpredictable weather, give us a call to see when 
we will be there and you can join in! And we will try to 
accommodate your schedule too! See you in the 
garden! 
Don’t forget your gloves, water bottle, and sunscreen. 

Both of these outdoor activities make great 
bar/t mitzvah projects. Volunteers are invited 
to come with friends, as a family, or solo. 

Jessie’s Community Garden 
CONTACT:  Dan Kulakofsky, 860-214-0881, 

dpk18@hotmail.com 
Gardening is COVID-safe and a great way to 
spend an hour a week while performing an 
important mitzvah: the fresh vegetables are 
donated to foodbanks throughout Hartford. 
We need: 
 Experienced gardeners 
 People with no gardening  

experience and a desire to learn 
 Families looking for a COVID-safe family 

activity – children of all ages are welcome 
 Everyone with a desire to help combat food 

insecurity 

Loaves & Fishes Soup Kitchen 
FIRST MONDAY OF THE MONTH:  MAY 2 
10:00 AM – 12:45 PM 

Returning!  A group from Beth El helps prepare 
and serve a meal in conjunction with the soup 
kitchen. It’s a chance to share our bounty and spend 
time with our Hartford neighbors. We welcome 
new participants. 

LOCATION:  Immanuel Church,  
Woodland St, Hartford  

CONTACT:  Ellen Solomon, gingy81434@hotmail.com 
Note:  not meeting June 6 (Shavuot) or July 4  

A pre-pandemic 
picture or our group 

working together. 
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Lifelong Learning - Calendars & Counting 

In Chapter 1 of this series, we looked at the 
complications that arise when we try to have a 
calendar whose months are based on the moon, but 
whose holidays are based on the seasons. The result 
was the creation of a 19-year cycle in which seven 
years (years 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 17, and 19) are leap years 
and contain an extra month. This allows us to mitigate 
the discrepancy between a 354-day lunar calendar and 
a 365-day solar calendar. Pesach can now occur in the 
month of Nisan while also happening in the 
springtime as mandated by the Torah. 

Adding a full month to seven out of every 19 years is a 
good first step, but it doesn’t solve all the problems. 
First of all, certain holidays cannot fall on certain days 
of the week. Yom Kippur cannot fall on a Friday or 
Sunday. If it fell on a Friday, it would be impossible to 
prepare for Shabbat, and if it fell on 
Sunday, preparations for it 
(including reciting the Kol Nidre 
prayer) could not take place because 
of Shabbat. Additionally, Hoshana 
Rabbah (the sixth day of Sukkot) 
cannot fall on Shabbat because the 
special rituals of that day cannot be 
performed on Shabbat.  
These issues must be addressed, and that adds even 
further complication to the Jewish calendar. The 
number of days in the months of Cheshvan and/or 
Kislev (the second and third months respectively) are 
adjusted so that the following Rosh Hashana begins 
on either a Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or Saturday. 
Consequently, Rosh Hashana 
falls on a weekend more often 
than you would expect (29% of 
the time) and three-day 
holidays (Rosh Hashana and 
Sukkot preceding Shabbat) 
occur about one third of the 
time. 
However, even with these fixes, 
the Jewish calendar is not 
perfect with respect to the 
Gregorian solar calendar. 
Without further refinement, 
our calendar would (and does) 
still shift relative to the solar 

calendar we use, although more slowly than before. 
We all remember Thanksgivukah. In 2013, the first 
day of Chanukah was on 
Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving falls 
on the fourth Thursday of 
November, and therefore, the 
latest Thanksgiving can be is 
November 28. Currently, the earliest 
possible Gregorian date on which the first day of 
Chanukah can fall is also November 28. These events 
coincided in 2013. 19 years later, in 2032, it won’t 
happen because the days of week cause Thanksgiving 
to be on the 25th.  
Due to the slow drift between the two calendars, the 
Jewish calendar is moving later and later relative to 
the Gregorian dates. In fact, unless the Jewish calendar 
is further revised, the last time the first day of 
Chanukah will be on November 28 is the year 2146 
(which is a Monday). Thanksgiving won’t fall during 
Chanukah again for another 77,789 years when the 

Jewish calendar will have drifted 
through the full Gregorian year. 
Of course, the holidays must fall in 
their proper times. The Jewish 
lunar calendar must be kept in 
sync with the ever-changing night 
sky, so there will be further 
corrections. Jews surely won’t be 
celebrating Pesach in the fall in 

39,000 years. What changes will be instituted between 
now and then? How will the leaders of the Jewish 
World continue to refine our complicated calendar? 
While I don’t think I will ever know, my descendants 
surely will. 

THE JEWISH CALENDAR, CHAPTER 2:  Complications Beyond the Leap Year     Jason Kay 
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Recognizing Volunteers 
College Collections 

Thanks to The Gavens 
Family College Youth 
Fund, and packaging & 
shipping provided by 
Lesro Industries, 60 of our 
college-age members 

received Mishloach Manot this Purim! It’s 
great to let our kids know we’re thinking of 
them! 
 
(l-r) Maura 

Nemirow 
Robin Lazinsk 
Heather Satlof 
Shari Kovel 
(not pic) Mina 

Nemirow, chair 

Horseradish from Jessie’s Garden 
We harvested and 
processed enough 
horseradish to fill 98 jars! 
Samantha participated as 
part of her Bat Mitzvah 
project. 

 
 
(l-r) Scott 

Goldstein 
Dan Kulakofsky, 

chair 
Samantha 

Goldstein 
Judy Kulakofsky 
Alison Demarest 
(not pic) Felicia 

Willion 

Purim Drive-By & JFS Passover Food Drive 
On a beautiful morning we collected food and funds 
for the Anja Rosenberg Kosher Food Pantry. At the 
same time, we passed out the Mishloach Manot bags 
to our members at our COVID-friendly Drive-By. 
Others delivered the bags to our homebound 
members. 

 
Bag Passers and  

Food Collectors 
Meryl Danitz 
Denise Order 
Steve Rabb 
Stacey Shore 

Traffic Managers 
David Diamond 
Stacey Shore  

Unloaders at JFS 
Lily MacDermott 
Will MacDermott 

Deliverers  
Adam Berkowitz 
Stu Bernstein 
Rich Gutcheon 
Leah Katz 
Bobby Klau 

David Klau 
Bill Kleinman 
Myra Kleinman 
Dennis Koppel 
Gina Koppel 
Lois Koteen 
Paul Logan 
Gail Reiner 
David Rosenthal 
Francine Stier 

Food drive sorters 
(l-r) Deborah 

Rosenfeld 
Patti Weiner 
Gary Starr 
Leigh Newman 
Denise Order 
(not pic) Melanie 

Bazer 

Co-chairs 
(l-r) Judy Rosenthal 
Janel MacDermott 

A Jazzy Afternoon – BEMA Concert #2 
World renowned musicians entertained a full house in the East Wing! 
 

BEMA Team 
Judy Borus 
Alexandra Flowers  
Diane Lieberfarb 
Richard Lieberfarb 
Deborah Rosenfeld 
Elisa Wagner 
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Israel Engagement Committee 
Israel’s Humanitarian Mission to Ukraine 

Russia invaded Ukraine on 
February 24, 2022. By 
March 22, over 100 tons of 
humanitarian aid arrived in 
Ukraine from Israel, 
including 17 tons of 
medical supplies, systems to 
provide potable water for 
300,000 people, and winter 
gear such as tents, blankets, 
sleeping bags, and coats. 
This unprecedented amount 
of aid was coordinated by Mashav, a division of the 
Foreign Ministry that coordinates Israel’s national aid. 
An IDF field hospital opened close to the Polish 
border, with the first patients arriving minutes 
afterwards. Located on the grounds of an elementary 

school in Mostyska in 
western Ukraine, it 
consists of 10 outdoor 
tents, with classrooms 
providing additional 
wards. The 100 

mission members, including 80 doctors and nurses, 
sleep on site. The hospital includes a triage area, an ER 
ward, men’s, women’s and children’s wards, labor and 
delivery facilities, imaging and telehealth technologies, 
mental health services, a lab, a pharmacy, and an 
outpatient clinic, providing free medical care to the 
war-ravaged Ukrainians. They will coordinate with 
local hospitals to perform needed surgical 
interventions. 
In 2016, the WHO awarded the IDF field hospital with 
its first ever type 3 rating, the highest score the UN 
Medical arm can give, recognizing its outstanding 
achievement as a leader in field medicine, disaster 
relief, and inpatient surgical care. 
The Hadassah Medical Organization is also 
participating in the medical relief with their doctors 
and nurses, as well as sending 
their specially trained Medical 
Clowns to work with the 
children. On March 11, the first 
wave of youth fleeing Ukraine 
arrived at Hadassah’s Youth 
Aliyah Village. Both Hadassah 
villages have arranged to 
provide refuge to an influx of 12
- to 18-year-old refugees fleeing 
the war, and their families when 

needed, as part of Hadassah's rapidly 
evolving relief interventions. 
When the war in Ukraine began, 
Youth Aliyah already had residents 
from both Ukraine and Russia. Staff 
have been working to resolve any 
conflicts between Russian and 
Ukrainian village residents triggered 
by the war, reinforcing their shared 
identities as Israelis. They are 
committed to providing whatever 
resources are needed to help these 

young people adjust, recover, live, and study there for 
as long as they wish. 
As the greatest European conflict since the second 
world war rages on in Ukraine, The Jewish Agency for 
Israel is actively saving and protecting the nearly 
200,000 Jews in Ukraine, working together with its 
partners at the Jewish Federations of North America, 
Keren Hayesod, and foundations and philanthropists 
around the world. Those who wish to immigrate to 
Israel are assisted through an expedited process, with 
over 14,000 olim (immigrants) from Ukraine arriving. 

 
 
 
 
 

In addition, Israel and her citizens have aided in other 
ways, including an Israeli crowdfund rescue for the 
elderly or disabled in Ukraine and armored 
ambulances for Magen David Adom, the national 
emergency medical service. Israel has also airlifted 10 
hospitalized kids from Ukraine for care. Dream 
Doctors, meanwhile, is treating Ukrainian refugees in 
nearby Moldova, as is United Hatzalah. 
The IDF field hospital missions are run by Medical 
Corps doctors, soldiers, and reservists, and have 
provided immediate, high quality medical care to 

hundreds of thousands of 
patients in numerous countries 
following disasters both natural 
and man-made. In 2010, Israel 
set up a field hospital in Haiti 
after a devastating earthquake. 
It also set up a field hospital in 
Japan in 2011 after an 
earthquake and tsunami, in the 
Philippines in 2013, and in 
Nepal in 2015. 

Map of IsraAid missions:  
Disaster relief 53; Medical 39; Environment 24; 

Psychological 21; Education 13 

 

A 12-year-old girl is treated at the Shining 
Star State of Israel field hospital. The girl fled 
with her mother, a nurse by profession, from 

the war-torn Donetsk region. Photo by 
Naama Frank Azriel of Sheba Hospital. 
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Engaging Generations 
Congratulations 
Jill & Gary Jones on wedding of son Harrison and Felice Shlizerman 
Trudy & Andre Lerer on birth of granddaughter Adira Alaine Bleyer 
Andrea & Lance Rothstein on engagement of daughter Rebecca and 

Harrison Kashkin 
Sari & Ian Seidner on birth of daughter Stella Tova Seidner 

Mazel Tov! and Appreciation for Sponsoring Shabbat Kiddush 
Weiner family in honor of Sadie’s bat mitzvah 
Dorene Wolfe and Phyllis Sherman in honor of  

Connor Wolfe’s bar mitzvah 
Fleischman family in honor of Jack’s bar mitzvah 
Golder family in honor of Alexandra’s bat mitzvah 
Schleif family in honor of Aliza’s bat mitzvah 

Welcome to New Members 
Lori Newman 
Vanessa Paddy 

Of Blessed Memory 
Merle Cohen, mother of Rena Citron 
Michael Ellovich, father of Karen Binkhorst 
Alan Goldsmith, father of Peter Goldsmith 
Beverly Greenberg, wife of Arnold Greenberg 
Joanne Landy, sister of Frederick Landy 
Florence Michaelson  
Allan Stern 
Adrienne Weinstein, mother of Karyn 

Schwartzer 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Celebrations 
Jordan Max Fish 
May 21, 2022 
Jordan, son of Jessica & Michael Fish of Avon, 
brother of Ryan and Brody, grandson of Camille & 
Stephen Fish from Simsbury and Marilyn & Richard 
Roth from NY, is a 7th grader at Avon Middle School. 
He is helping cook and prepare meals at Healing 

Meals for individuals and families dealing with a health crisis and  
is raising money to donate food and supplies.  

Leila Ruth Zelman 
May 28, 2022 
Leila, daughter of Johanna & Brian Zelman of West 
Hartford, granddaughter of Barbara & Howard 
Gordon from Belmont, MA, and Ellen & Steven 
Zelman, is a 7th grader at Watkinson School. 
Lea Feingold 
June 4, 2022 
Lea, daughter of Rebecca & Andrew Feingold of 
West Hartford, sister of Ben and Ally, granddaughter 
of Joyce & Jerry Udler from Boston and Lana 
Feingold z’’l, is a 7th grader at King Philip Middle 
School. Lea wrote and illustrated a children’s book  
to help children find happiness during difficult times. 

She is donating copies to CT Children’s Medical Center, as well as to 
local veterinary centers to help children coping with sick pets. 

Gabrielle Jeanne Goldfarb 
June 11, 2022 
Gabby, daughter of Sara Goldfarb Brown & Seth 
Brown of West Hartford and Hanspaul Makkar & 
Michael Goldfarb, sister of Rose Goldfarb, Ella and 
Tessa Brown, and Lukas Makkar, granddaughter of 
Mark Kressner from Delray Beach, FL, Barbara & 

David Brown from West Hartford, and Betty Goldfarb from 
Simsbury, is a 7th grader at King Philip Middle School. Through 
Journey Home, Gabby ran a home makeover for a previously 
homeless single mom with two young children. She also ran 
multiple bake sales and made and sold jewelry to raise hundreds  
of dollars for the organization. 

Myra June Stanfield 
June 11, 2022 
Myra, daughter of Sandy & 
Laurie Stanfield of West Hartford 
and Cindy Stanfield of Canton, 
sister of Simon Stanfield, and 
Carley and Casey z”l Snyder, 

granddaughter of Edward Cheffetz from Avon, 
Rita Baclaski z”l, Dorothy & Ted z”l Stanfield 
from Sharon, and Diane & Dick Wetherbee 
from St. Pete Beach, FL, is a 7th grader at King 
Philip Middle School. Myra is giving her time,  
as well as donations, to My Sister's Place to help 
women. 

Samantha Rose Goldstein 
June 18, 2022 
Samantha, daughter of Deborah 
& Scott Goldstein of West 
Hartford, sister of Sari and 
Olivia, granddaughter of  
Brenda & Gerald Canter from 

Longmeadow, MA, Deborah Goldstein & Keith 
Ahronheim from Palm Beach Gardens, FL, and 
Stuart Goldstein from West Hartford, is a 7th 
grader at King Philip Middle School. Samantha 
and her family will be volunteering their time in 
Jessie's Community Garden. 

Viktor Shekhman 
June 25, 2022 
Viktor, son of Eveline & Mark 
Shekhman of Farmington, 
brother of Sean and Rafael, 
grandson of Batia & Rudy 
Schaffer and Fima & Asya 

Shekhman, all from Toronto, is a 7th grader at 
Irving A. Robbins Middle School. Viktor is 
raising money through the Jewish Federation  
of Greater Hartford to help Ukrainians. 

 
 

Information on Bar and Bat Mitzvah celebrations is  
available from the Temple Office. 
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Cantor’s Music Fund    
in Appreciation of 
Cantor Ness for the bat mitzvah of 

granddaughter, Sophia Borer – Barbara 
& Robert Green 

Cantor Ness – Rena Citron & Steve Rabb 
in Honor of 
Cantor Ness receiving an honorary Doctor 

of Music degree from the Jewish 
Theological Seminary – Judy Borus, 
Barbara & David Brown, Maria & Eric 
Brown, Arnold Greenberg, Batsheva & 
Robert Oberstein, Faith & Bruce 
Parker, Jane & Gary Rubin, Shirley 
Wachtel, Sue & Stuart Wachtel 

Bar mitzvah of son Jacob – Shanna & Josh 
Gottfried 

Bar mitzvah of son, Noah – Mitra & Seth 
Kabakoff 

in Memory of 
Beverly Greenberg, wife of Arnold, mother 

of Dana – Eliane & Richard Freund 
Alyce Hirsh, mother of Janet Miller – 

Patricia & Stuart Genser 
Michael Simmons, son of Kathy & Brad 

Hoffman – Andrea Rundgren 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Helene & Jack Brown, parents – Barbara & 

David Brown 
Lillian Friend, mother – Roberta J. Buland 
Jennie Weiner Gutcheon – Debbie & 

Richard Gutcheon 
Friedel & Dr. Nachman Kacen, parents – 

Eva & Michael Kaplan 
Education Fund     

in Memory of 
Alyce Hirsh, mother of Janet Miller – Lynn 

& Joel Malkoff 

Camp Ramah Fund    
in Memory of 
Ruth Beckerman, mother of David 

Goldberg – Meryl & Mitchell Danitz 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Dorothy Kellner, mother – Barbara 

Samberg 
Chai Society    

in Honor of 
70th anniversary of Herb Hoffman’s bar 

mitzvah – Barbara & Robert Green 
Special birthday of Allan Geetter – Faith & 

Bruce Parker 
in Memory of 
Stewart Lehman, husband of Phyllis – 

Allan Geetter, Barbara & Robert 
Green, Faith & Bruce Parker 

for the Yahrzeit of 
Nettie & Louis Greenspoon, parents; 

Salomon Albohair, Holocaust 
remembrance – Judy & Al Greenspoon 

Dr. Leo M. Satlof, father-in-law – Judith 
Satlof 

Wishing a Complete Return to 
Good Health to 
Howard Weiner – Faith & Bruce Parker 

Rabbi Zerin’s Discretionary Fund     
in Appreciation of 
Rabbi Zerin – Barbara & Robert Green, 

Rena Citron & Steve Rabb, Judy & 
David Rosenthal, Gloria & Mark 
Rubin 

Jewish Continuity Fund     
in Memory of 
Stewart Lehman, husband of Phyllis – BJ & 

Leonard Diamond 

Joseph Springut Security Fund     
in Memory of 
Robert Blank – Cheryl & John Hinze 

Tsedakah/Chesed Fund   
in Honor of 
Dr. Mark Shekhman – Shelley & Michael 

Barker 
in Memory of 
Laurea Esau – Lorraine & Farrel 

Vogelhut 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Rosalyn Palmbaum, mother – Nancy 

Bernstein 
Cantor Gerhard Gluck, father – Susan 

Gluck 
Rabbi Rosen’s Discretionary Fund 

in Appreciation of 
Rabbi Rosen – Rita & Martin Epstein, 

Barbara & Robert Green, Janet & Joel 
Miller, Rena Citron & Steve Rabb, 
Judy & David Rosenthal, Shirley 
Wachtel 

Rabbi Rosen’s care of the family of Alyce 
Hirsh-- Shanna & Josh Gottfried 

Rabbi Rosen & Nancy Rosen-- Jane & 
Andy Schachter 

in Honor of 
Special birthday of Judy Borus – Sue & 

Bruce Bergman 
Bar mitzvah of son, Jacob – Shanna & 

Josh Gottfried 
Marriage of Adina Rosen, daughter of 

Nancy & Rabbi Jim, and Matt Munch; 
marriage of Rabbi Ariella Rosen, 
daughter of Nancy & Rabbi Jim, and 
Rabbi Becca Walker  – Lorraine & 
Farrel Vogelhut 

You can make a donation in a variety of ways: 
Go to the Beth El website:  www.bethelwesthartford.org/giving 
Mail it in 
 

Please be sure to include: 
 the name of the fund 
 whom you wish to honor/remember and your relationship to the person 
 their address for an acknowledgment card 
 your address/phone/email 
 

Print clearly – or even better, submit the information typed. 

Every dollar contributed can 
and does make a difference 
and will be acknowledged.  

The minimum donation 
for each listing is $10. 

Unrestricted funds support 
the timely needs of Beth El 
Temple. Restricted funds 
benefit specific purposes and 
objectives. For a complete 
list of funds, and any specific 
designations, please visit our 
website. 

 We deeply appreciate the 
following Thoughtful 
Contributions. 
This list reflects contributions received and 

processed through March 15, 2022. 
For the next edition of Temple Topics, 

contributions need to be received in the 
office by May 17, 2022. 

Supporting Beth El 
Special thanks and acknowledgement to 
The Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Hartford 

for their grant allowing us to complete our mobile 
livestream project for all Beth El meeting spaces.  

The estate of June Rosenblatt z”l for her sponsorship of 
our 360-degree exterior video security project to be 
completed this summer. 
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in Memory of 
Alyce Hirsh, mother of Janet Miller – 

Patricia & Stuart Genser, Miriam 
Lappen, Arlene & Lenny Lippman, 
Stacey Stern Shore & Eric Shore, 
Michelle & Josh Vogelhut, Sara Wolf 

Mildred Malkin, mother of Robert – Caryl 
& Leonard Goldberg 

Beverly Greenberg, wife of Arnold, mother 
of Dana – Phyllis, Robert & Ilene 
Greenberg 

Burton Cunin – Anita & Bill Mancoll 
Steward Lehman, husband of Phyllis – 

Janet & Joel Miller 
Ruth Beckerman, mother of David 

Goldberg – Debra & Richard 
Rostowsky, Francine & Steven Stier 

Phyllis Schloss, mother – Sharon & 
Michael Schloss 

Marianne Falkenstein, mother of Jane 
Schachter – Stacey Stern Shore & Eric 
Shore 

Adrienne Weinstein, mother of Karyn 
Schwartzer – Francine & Steven Stier 

for the Yahrzeit of 
Joseph Friend, father – Roberta J. Buland 
Marc B. Gorlick, husband--Sharon 

Gorlick 
Melvin Laschever – Diane & Ron Salm 
Dora Satz, grandmother – Linda & Bruce 

Stanger 
Friends of Ari Santiago Temple 

Accessibility Fund     
for the Yahrzeit of 
Maurice Newburger, father – Betty & 

Herb Hoffman 
Temple Fund  

in Honor of 
Emmy & Steve Fast – Harriet & Jack Fast 
Marriage of Adina Rosen, daughter of 

Nancy & Rabbi Jim, and Matt Munch; 
marriage of Rabbi Ariella Rosen, 
daughter of Nancy & Rabbi Jim, and 
Rabbi Becca Walker – Andrea Hotes & 
family 

 

in Memory of 
Beverly Greenberg, wife of Arnold, mother 

of Dana – Leslie & Harold Blumberg, 
Karen & Jeff Polinsky, Edith Schatz, 
Joan H. Shapiro 

Laurea Esau – Shera & David Golder 
Ruth Beckerman, mother – Debbie Prince 

& David Goldberg 
Stewart Lehman, husband of Phyllis – 

Nancy & Robert Goodman, Judy & 
Stephen Mann 

Alyce Hirsh, mother of Janet Miller – 
Carla & Steve Schwartz 

for the Yahrzeit of 
Louis Beckenstein, uncle; Esther 

Beckenstein, great grandmother – Julie 
& Roz-Lynn Beckenstein 

Shirley Butler-Golden, mother – Michael 
Butler 

Ida Saran Cohen, mother; Israel Helfand, 
father-in-law – Sam Cohen 

Marvin M. Cremer, husband; Dora 
Turchin, mother – Marilyn Cremer 

David Goldman, husband – Felice 
Goldman 

Gladys L. Franzman, mother; Ruth Green, 
mother – Barbara & Robert Green 

Goldie Spiegel, mother – Cheryl & John 
Hinze 

Dr. Richard E. Hotes, husband & father – 
Andrea Hotes & family 

Toni & Sol Goldschmidt, grandparents – 
Leah Katz 

Elaine Sherman-Eynen, aunt; Dora Koplin 
Kessler, grandmother – Abigail Kessler-
Hanna 

Beatrice Weinberg Goldberg, mother; 
Shirley Gottlieb, aunt – Miriam Lappen 

Bertha Glasser, grandmother – Lynn & 
Joel Malkoff 

Elene Needelman, mother – Davida & 
Steven Needelman 

Frances Prince, mother – Andrew Prince 
Benjamin Rabinovitz, father – Lewis 

Rabinovitz 
Jacob Lubowitz, grandfather – Joanne 

Rome 
Jeffrey Alan Willick, cousin – Deborah R. 

Rosenfeld 
Sarah Duker & Matthew Eisenfeld – 

Bonnie & Jay Roston 
Rose Mattes Reiner, mother; 1st Lt. 

Herschel H. Mattes, brother – Estelle 
Sherry 

Martin Z. Vogelhut, father – Lorraine & 
Farrel Vogelhut 

Bertha Wachtel, mother-in-law – Shirley 
Wachtel (continues) 

Support Beth El by doing what you already do!  (just a little bit differently) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more options and details about supporting Beth El Temple, visit 
www.bethelwesthartford.org/giving/waystogive.html. 

AMAZON SMILE 
 Go to smile.amazon.com, 

type in Beth El Temple, and 
shop as you 
normally 
would! 

 Amazon will 
donate a 
portion of the purchase price 
to Beth El. 

SEARCHING 
 Set your default search engine 

to www.goodsearch.com and 
choose Beth El Temple as the 
beneficiary. 

 For every search you do, Beth 
El gets a donation. 

SHOPPING 
 
 
 Go to www.goodshop.com 

for an online shopping 
mall. 

 Shop and buy instantly, 
and choose Beth El as the 
beneficiary to get a 
donation. 

 

Continue using GIFT CARDS to Support Beth El    
(just a little bit differently) 

 
 Buy good-as-cash e-gift cards, online, for your 

own shopping and dining, and for gifts. 
 Pay face value, spend face value, and Beth El gets 

a donation, up to 12% for some retailers. 
 Note:  Physical cards will no longer be available 

in the office (once the current stock is used up). 
To purchase cards, visit www.shopwithscrip.com, plus details and 
updates about the Scrip program, including a 6-page list of all the 

participating stores, restaurants, entertainment, and more. 
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Temple Fund (cont.) 
Julius “Yuddie” Wachtel, father; Moses Wachtel, cousin; Bertha 

Wachtel, grandmother; Robert Simonovitz, father; Philip Stoltz, 
grandfather; Steven Simonovitz, brother; Pinkas Stein, 
Holocaust remembrance – Sue & Stuart Wachtel 

Yetta Werner, mother – Herbert Werner 
Janet Zimmerman, wife – Richard Zimmerman 
 
 
 

 

General Unrestricted Endowment Fund     
in Appreciation of 
Susan Gold, Jason Kay, Deborah Rosenfeld, Andrew Schoolnik – 

Rena Citron & Steve Rabb 
in Memory of 
Beverly Greenberg, wife of Arnold, mother of Dana – Frankie & 

Bob Goldfarb 
Ruth Beckerman, mother of David Goldberg – Abbey Kreinik, 

Susan & Michael Schenker 
Harriet Cohen Haggerty, mother of Lori Yontef; Adrienne 

Weinstein, mother of Karyn Schwartzer  – Abbey Kreinik 
Dr. Edmond Haven, father of Melinda Kaufmann – Carolyn & 

Jeff Weiser 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Josef Drazek, Holocaust remembrance – Tom Falik 
Michael S. Kulick, husband; Emanoil Braunstein-Florescu, father 

– Alexandra Flowers 
Estelle Kleinman, mother – Debbie & Steven Kleinman 
Shirley & Sidney Rafalowsky, parents – Elizabeth & Steven 

Rafalowsky 
Wishing a Complete Return to Good Health to 
Richard Lieberfarb – Susan & Michael Schenker 

Alter Family Fund    
in Memory of 
Beverly Greenberg, wife of Arnold, mother of Dana; Harriet 

Cohen Haggerty, mother of Lori Yontef – Marci & Jonathan 
Alter 

Judith & David Borus Family Endowment Fund      
in Honor of 
Bar mitzvah of Isaiah Sigal, grandson of Ava & Harold Geetter – 

Judy Borus 
Naomi & Michael Cohen Endowment Fund     

in Honor of 
Birth of Jacob Zvi Weiser-Bell, grandson of Carolyn & Jeff Weiser; 

bar mitzvah of Isaiah Sigal, grandson of Ava & Harold Geetter – 
Naomi & Michael Cohen 

Friends Fund for Members in Need      
in Honor of         
Judy Rosenthal’s birthday – Denise & Richard Order 
in Memory of 
Donald Pearlstein, father of Jessica Zachs – Sharon & Bob Efron, 

Joyce & Richard Leibert 
Beverly Greenberg, wife of Arnold, mother of Dana; Adrienne 

Weinstein, mother of Karyn Schwartzer – Judy & David 
Rosenthal 

for the Yahrzeit of 
Arthur Blumberg, husband & father – Ellen, Carolyn & 

Matthew Blumberg 
Lois Johnson, mother – Carol Johnson 
Maureen Elovitz, sister – Julie & George Risisky 
Robert Rosenfield, father; Alfred Rosenthal, father – Judy & 

David Rosenthal 

77 

CT Mohel 
 

Ron Buckman, MD 

www.CTMohel.com 
 

Brit Milah    Simchat Bat 

Supporting Beth El, cont. 
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Edward & Susan Chestler Family 
Endowment Fund   

in Memory of 
Robert Fechtor – Sue & Ed Chestler 

Gavens Family College Youth Fund    
for the Yahrzeit of 
Jacob Rosker, father; Edith Rosker Bloom, 

sister; Harold Rosker, brother – Annette 
Gavens 

Melvin & Sandra Gershman  
Memorial Fund     

in Honor of 
Cantor Ness receiving an honorary Doctor 

of Music degree from the Jewish 
Theological Seminary – Don Gershman 

Golder Family Fund     
in Honor of 
Bat mitzvah of Alexandra Michelle Golder, 

daughter of Shera & David, 
granddaughter of Alison & Alan 
Gittleman – Meryl & Mitchell Danitz, 
Abbey Kreinik 

Kreinik Family Endowment Fund      
in Honor of 
Barrie Kreinik, daughter of Abbey, 

winning the prestigious Audie Award for 
audiobook narration – Meryl & 
Mitchell Danitz 

for the Yahrzeit of 
Stephen Kreinik, husband – Abbey Miller 

Kreinik 
Laurie & Marshall Shakun Family Fund     

for the Yahrzeit of          
Florence & Aaron Shakun, parents – 

Laurie & Marshall Shakun 
 

Beverly P. & Arnold C. Greenberg 
Endowment Fund     

in Memory of 
Beverly Greenberg, wife of Arnold, mother 

of Dana – Lois & Chuck Koteen, Risa 
Roth 

Anna Heineman Memorial Fund     
for the Yahrzeit of 
Fanny Anshel, grandmother; Riva, Lonya 

& baby girl Shneerson, aunt, uncle & 
cousin; Bonnie Silverman, friend – 
Francine & Steven Stier 

Diane & Richard Lieberfarb  
Endowment Fund      

in Honor of      
Engagement of Harrison Jones, son of Jill 

& Gary, to Felice Shlizerman – Diane & 
Richard Lieberfarb 

Wishing a Complete Return to 
Good Health  
Richard Lieberfarb – Meryl & Mitchell 

Danitz, Abbey Kreinik, Judy & David 
Rosenthal 

Mathog Family & Yontef Family 
Endowment Fund      

in Memory of      
Harriet Cohen Haggerty, mother of Lori 

Yontef – Sharon & Robert Efron 
Amy E Toyen Endowment Fund    

in Memory of 
Adrienne Weinstein, mother of Karyn 

Schwartzer – Dorine & Marty Toyen 
I. Milton Widem Adult Education Fund      

in Memory of                          
Steven Seltzer – Susan Widem 

Arthur & Stella Mostel Fund  
for Adult Education      

in Honor of      
Birth of Jacob Tsvi Weiser Bell, grandson 

of Carolyn & Jeff Weiser – Eileen 
McMurrer  

Sisterhood-Women’s Network 
Endowment Fund     

in Memory of      
Adrienne Weinstein, mother of Karyn 

Schwartzer – Sharon & Bob Efron, Lois 
& Chuck Koteen 

Clara & Mickey Sowalsky  
Gabbai Rishon Endowment Fund     

in Appreciation of       
Rabbi Sowalsky – Barbara & Robert 

Green, Harold Moskowitz, Rena 
Citron & Steve Rabb 

in Honor of 
Birth of Benjamin Baruch Sowalsky, 

grandson of Dora & Rabbi Howard – 
Lois & Chuck Koteen 

in Memory of      
Ruth Beckerman, mother of David 

Goldberg – Betty & Herb Hoffman 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Anne Stevenson, mother – Nancy & 

Spencer Erman 
Clara & Mickey Sowalsky, parents – Jan 

Glassman & Joel Sowalsky, Cheryl 
Rodrick 

Nathan & Ruth Sweedler Family 
Endowment Fund    

for the Yahrzeit of 
Wendy Joy Sweedler, daughter – Ruth 

Sweedler 
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Supporting Beth El, cont. 
BETH EL TEMPLE CRAFT GALLERY 

 

 
Our Craft Gallery has been busy meeting the 
needs of our community. Shoppers have been 
able to come into our safe environment, by 
personal appointment, and find items for their 
particular occasions. Customers remark that 
seeing and touching tallitot, kippot, and special 
gifts, before purchasing, is a much more satisfying 
experience. If you have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, 
wedding or religious holiday to shop for, please 
call us to schedule your time to visit the gallery. 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY:   
Shelley Barker,  
860-232-6468;  
Jill Jones,  
860-922-7300 

NOTE:  proceeds 
benefit the 
synagogue and we 
are staffed through 
the generosity of 
our volunteers 
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Beth El Temple  
of West Hartford Inc. 

2626 Albany Avenue 
West Hartford, CT  06117 

bethelwesthartford.org 
 

Jim Rosen, Rabbi jrosen@bethelwh.org 
Rachel Zerin, Rabbi rzerin@bethelwh.org 
Joseph Ness, Cantor jness@bethelwh.org 
Stanley M. Kessler z’’l, Rabbi Emeritus 
Rabbi Howard Sowalsky, hsowalsky@bethelwh.org 
 Ritual & Executive Director 
Steve Rabb, President President@bethelwh.org 
Michelle Konigsburg,  mkonigsburg@bethelwh.org 
 SULAM Director 
Lydia Lutt,  Marketing@bethelwh.org 
 Social Media and Marketing Coordinator 
Jason Kay,   Engagement@bethelwh.org 
 Engagement Coordinator 
Deborah R. Rosenfeld, Editor TempleTopics@bethelwh.org 

Published every two months.  
Following the deadline schedule 
below, please submit articles to: 
 TempleTopics@bethelwh.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Send Life Cycle announcements to:  
 hsowalsky@bethelwh.org 

 1/25 for March-April 
 3/25 for May-June 
 5/25 for July-August 
 7/25 for September-October 
 9/25 for November-December 
 11/25 for January-February 

@BethElWH 
 
@BethElWH 
 
beth.el.temple.wh 

Main Office: 
860.233.9696 

SULAM: 
860.233.9891 

Fax: 
860.233.9892 

Torah Fund 2021-2022 
 

Torah Fund is the fund-raising arm of The Women’s League for 
Conservative Judaism; our Women’s Network is a long-time 
member. When Torah Fund began 79 years ago, there was only 
one seminary, the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York. We 
have grown now to include five seminaries which offer a breadth 
of educational offerings that are both traditional and innovative.  
Our congregation has been blessed with leaders who have 
graduated from the JTS: Rabbi Kessler z”l, Rabbi Rosen, Nancy 
Rosen, Rabbi Tobenstein, Rabbi Garber, Cantor Ness, and Rabbi 
Zerin. They have enriched us all in so many ways and continue to 
do so. 
This year’s Torah Fund Benefactors’ pin 
carries the word B’yachad – Together. 
Our thanks to the following Beth El 
women who responded so generously to 
the Women’s Network Torah Fund appeal 
this year: 

GUARDIAN LEVEL 
Paula Steinberg 

BENEFACTOR LEVEL 
Vida Barron 
Jill Jones 
Abigail Kessler-Hanna 
Leah Katz 
Barbara Klau 
Jeanne Kleinman 

Myra Kleinman 
Lois Koteen 
Michelle Kunzman 
Paulette Lotstein 
Jean Meyer 
Beth Papermaster 
Gail Reiner 
Nancy Rosen 
Susan Samuels 
Sandra Zieky 

OTHER DONATIONS 
Carrie Bernstein 
Naomi Cohen 
Alison Demarest 
Sharon Efron 
Ellie Jainchill 
Maura Nemirow 
Lea Selig 
Judyth Singer 
Ruth Sweedler 

Beth El and  
Torah Values  

In Leviticus 
19:14, the 
Torah states:  
"You shall 
not curse the 

deaf nor place a 
stumbling block before the 
blind..."  This command 
(mitzvah) is very relevant when it 
comes to the issue of fragrance 
sensitivity. Very many people are 
affected by fragrance sensitivity. 
Exposure to fragrances can have 
serious health effects on affected 
individuals and make it 
impossible for them to attend 
services, classes, and other 
functions. So, next time, before 
you apply fragranced materials, 
please think of Torah and its 
implications for Jewish values 
and behavior. 
 

Let's keep the air we share 
healthy and fragrance-free 

for all. 
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Notice of Annual Congregational Meeting 
TUESDAY, JUNE 14 

7:00 PM 
IN PERSON, ONLY 

Let your voice be heard and cast 
your vote. 
In accordance with the by-laws of 
Beth El Temple, the Nominating 

Committee met on Nov. 18, 2021, 
Feb. 17, 2022, March 3, 2022, and 
March 30, 2022, to identify Beth El 
members in good standing to serve 
on the synagogue’s Board of 
Trustees. The committee 
considered candidates who have 
demonstrated a commitment to 
Beth El’s mission, have 

participated in the Beth El 
community, and conducted 
themselves in accordance to the 
religious and ethical tenets of 
Judaism. 
The Nominating Committee is 
proud to recommend for 
nomination the following 
congregants to serve as Trustees. 

Shera Golder, chair 
David Diamond 
Loren Gelber 
Sharon Kochen 

Justin Kudler 
Katie Schaeffer 
Patti Weiner 

  ex-officio: 
Steve Rabb 
Sandy Stanfield 

Nominating Committee, 2021 – 2022 

Officers to continue their terms  
through June 2023 
President Steve Rabb 
1st Vice President Sandra Stanfield 
2nd Vice President Leah Katz 
Treasurer Stuart Wachtel 
Financial Secretary Meryl Danitz 
Asst. Financial Secretary Marsha Fisher 
Secretary Ellen Sanders-Nirenstein 

Officer nominated to fill a vacated term, 
through June 2023 
Assistant Treasurer Jeremy Kempner 

Jerry Leshem 
Gayle Temkin 

Alan Tuvin 
Melissa Weinstock 

We thank the following Trustees as they leave 
the Board upon completing their terms 

Lee Ann Benadiva 
Alisha Cipriano 
Meryl Danitz 
Sharon Efron 

Leonard Eisenfeld 
Leah Katz 
Mina Nemirow 
Elliott Pollack 

Steve Rabb 
Sandra Stanfield 
Stuart Wachtel 

Trustees to continue their terms 
through June 2023 

Past Presidents, eligible to serve 
Jonathan Alter 
Ann Brandwein 

Diane Lieberfarb 
Judith Rosenthal 

Michael Schenker 
Gary Starr 

Auxiliary Board Members 
Allan Geetter Michelle Kunzman 

Ronald Apter 
Alison Bluestone* 
Samuel Borden 
Judith Borus* 
Marsha Fisher 

Gerald Garfield* 
Shera Golder 
Jeremy Kempner 
Justin Kudler 
Janel MacDermott 

Glen Rosenfeld* 
Ellen Sanders-

Nirenstein 
 

*new trustees 

Trustees nominated to serve new terms,  
July 2022 through June 2024 

Judith Resnick 

Trustees nominated to fill a vacated position,  
through June 2023 


