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SULAM Beth El - Seek. Understand. Learn. Act. Marvel. 
SULAM begins each Sunday session with a 
freilach (joyful) Havdallah (the post Shabbat 
ritual beginning a new week) led by Rabbi 
Zerin for all learners and their families. Each 
week three learners, randomly chosen, hold 
the grape juice, spice box, and kiddush cup. It 
is a chance for each participant, and for all 
assembled, to reflect on highlights in the week 

ahead, the things that bring us joy and brightness and 
excitement. This is a new weekly SULAM opening, one we’ve 
waited to initiate, and now that we can gather together again, 
this does indeed bring us joy.  
The months ahead are filled with exciting SULAM programming. 
Our clergy will teach our Vav and Bogrim learners and their 
parents on Shabbat mornings in a special session, and then all will 
participate with our congregation in Shabbat morning services.  
Our Gimmel learners and their parents will decorate their own 
Siddur cover which will encase their personal copy of Siddur 
Lev Shalem presented at a celebratory Shabbat service in 
December. Our Daled class will help to lead a congregational 
Havdallah. 
The first of three B’nei Mitzvah & Beyond sessions takes place for 
all the pre-b’nei mitzvah children of Beth El with their parents, 
those whose B’nei Mitzvah will be held during the next academic 
year. This is another opportunity for our families to learn from 
and with our clergy. 
Engaging our SULAM learners and their families in ritual and 
celebratory services at Beth El, helping everyone feel welcome and 
at home here, are some of our primary foci. 
Our SULAM learners receive one-on-one Hebrew lessons with 
our educators during the week. For most, lessons are delivered 
online which has allowed families to select a lesson time that best 
fits their family’s schedules. This year, several of our learners have 
lessons in-person here at Beth El; we continue to strive to meet the 
learning needs of all of our learners. 
As we enter these darker days of winter, the light of learning and 
the warmth of gathering continue to emanate from our SULAM at 
Beth El, and we are richly blessed. 

L’Shalom, Michelle  

Special Programs and Events 
November 
Sat. 12 Vav & Bogrim (gr. 6 & 7) Shabbat 
Sun. 13 Gimmel (gr. 3) Siddur Cover Decorating 
December 
Sat. 3 Vav & Bogrim (gr. 6 & 7) Shabbat 
Sat. 3 Daled (gr. 4) leads Havdallah 
Sat. 10 Gimmel (gr. 3) Siddur Presentation 
Sun. 11 B’nei Mitzvah and Beyond Seminar 

Sunday SULAM 
 

 Nov. 6, 13, 20 Dec. 4, 11, 18 

Weekday SULAM 

Gimmel class at tefillah 
with Rabbi Zerin. 

Daled and Hey learners get 
a close look at the Torah. 

SULAM gathers for 
Havdallah on 

Sunday mornings. 

 
 Nov. 
 Dec. 

Tues. 
1, 15, 22, 29 

6, 13, 20 

Wed. 
2, 9, 16, 30 

7, 14, 21 

Thu. 
3, 10, 17 
8, 15, 22 
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Enjoying Beth El 

The Wise Men of Chelm, by Cantor Joseph Ness, libretto by Myron Gubitz 
The wild and crazy town of Chelm in the Polish territory is filled with colorful folk stories  

narrated by MATTHEW DICKS, a gifted storyteller who brings the town to life. 
 

Violin Concerto No. 5 in A major, K. 219, Turkish, by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Composed in 1775, this is the last and most profound of Mozart’s violin concertos,  

featuring the great violinist, Bruna Miftari. 
 

Klezmer Concerto, by Walter “Zev” Mamlok 
A frolicking concerto for chamber orchestra and klezmer clarinet features  

some well-known and beloved tunes. 
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From the Rabbi’s Desk  

As I write this, we are on the brink of 
beginning the Torah all over again. 
Every year, we read the same texts, the 
same stories and laws. And every year, 
I reflect on the wisdom of the words 
of Ben Bag-Bag some two thousand 
years ago when he said: “Turn it and 

turn it, for everything is in it.” 

The stories of the Torah remain the same, and yet, 
year in and year out, they hold new meaning for us. 
Perhaps this is because there is something beyond our 
comprehension about the words of the Torah that 
enables them to hold infinite meaning. Perhaps 
because each year, we are different, and so we notice 
different things. Or perhaps because each year, our 
tradition is enriched by new voices reflecting on and 
engaging with our sacred text. 

I feel this deeply every time I teach. Rabbi Chanina 
once said: “I have learned much from my teachers, 
and even more from my colleagues; but from my 
students I have learned more than them all.” His 
words ring so true. Whether talking with our little 
ones in SULAM who ask such wise questions, helping 
b’nei mitzvah write their divrei Torah, or teaching 
Bible and Breakfast, I learn so much from the many 
voices in our own Beth El community who engage in 
our tradition. 

And I sense this every time I think about the many 
people who once would not have had access to Torah 
who now do. We live in such incredible times. 
Technology has made entire Jewish libraries accessible 

with the click of a button; people who live in remote 
Jewish communities or who have little background 
can access classes and other learning opportunities. 
And the gates of the study house have been opened 
wide. For centuries, Torah study was often limited to 
men of a certain class and family structure; now, 
people of all genders, sexual orientations, abilities, and 
backgrounds add their voices to our ever-expanding 
understanding of Torah. We reap the benefits every 
time we learn from those whose voices would have 
once been quieted. 

Throughout this month, we’ll have the opportunity to 
learn from some such voices on Wednesday evenings 
as we explore the new book Dirshuni, a collection of 
midrashim – interpretations of the Torah – by 
modern Israeli women. The perspectives they add to 
our understanding of Torah are incredible, and by 
learning their perspectives, I hope we will discover 
some of our own as well. 

“Turn it and turn it, for everything is in it.” Every 
question we could ask, every answer we could seek, 
every interpretation we could conceive of – it is all 
found within Torah, if only we look for it. And there 
is room for everything in Torah – for all of our voices, 
for all of our questions, for all of our reflections. So let 
us turn it again, together, and see what new meaning 
we can uncover. 

There is nothing more magnificent than remembering 
that this is the sweetest thing of all. 

~ Rachel Zerin 

 בַּג בַּג אוֹמֵר, הֲפֹ בָּהּ וַהֲפֹ בָּהּ, דְּכֹלָּא בָהּ בֶּן
Ben Bag-Bag said: Turn it and turn it, for everything is in it. 

Pirkei Avot 5:22 

The leaves have turned. The days 
are shorter. This year, Chanukah, 
the festival of lights, spans the 
eight darkest days of the year with  

the actual shortest falling in the 
middle of the holiday. Each night 
we persevere, lighting an 
additional candle, adding 

brightness to the world, one new 
flame at a time. 

To me, the symbolism is inspiring. 
Every light contributes. Each in its 

Reflections from the President 

(continues on facing page) 
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A wise man of Chelm was speaking with his wife. 
“If I were Rothschild, I’d be richer than he.” 
“How can that be?” asked the wife. “You 
would both have the same amount of money.” 
“True,” he agreed, “but I’d do a little teaching 
on the side.” 

Jewish humor has a long and colorful history. It 
illustrates an important side to our concerns and 
challenges and, in ways, is part and parcel of our 
psyche. In a way, Jewish humor is looked at as a tool 
of survival. 

Even in the Bible there are examples of humor. Sarah 
laughed when she was told by the angels that she 
would give birth, and the name of her son Isaac means 
he will laugh. 

The story of Purim is historically associated with 
humor. The staging of plays based on the book of 
Esther, called Purim spiels, originated in the 15th 
century. Replete with parodies, jests, and disdain for 
figures of authority, Yiddish theater grew out of the 
tradition of the Purim spiel. 

In literature, Jewish humor has many shining 
examples. There is possibly no better example than the 
collection of stories that are known as the Wise Men 

of Chelm. There actually is a town 
called Chelm in Poland, some 10 miles 
from the border of Ukraine. A Jewish 
population has existed there since 
medieval times. It is not known why 
these stories are associated particularly 
with the town of Chelm. In this 
literature, Chelm functions as an imaginary city of 
fools. The stories are many and comical and feature a 
wonderful array of colorful characters! 

These stories became a unique and popular idiom in 
Eastern European Jewish folklore. A number of great 
Yiddish writers, among them Y.L. Peretz and Isaac 
Bashevis Singer, took these folkloric themes as a 
source for their humorous stories. Even Sholem 
Aleichem was influenced by these stories to construct 
his own shtetls with their interesting and comical 
inhabitants. 

On December 4, Beth El Temple will present a concert 
that features a work of mine entitled the Wisdom of 
Chelm, featuring the master storyteller Matthew 
Dicks, along with a Klezmer Concerto and the great 
Violin Concerto (The Turkish) of W.A. Mozart. I 
hope to see you all there. Let's listen and enjoy! 

~ Joseph Ness 

Cantor’s Corner 

small way – 
collectively 
illuminating the 
menorah, the 
room it is in, and, 

if it is placed in a window, the 
world at large. 

So it is with Beth El. We are a 
community. Every member is 
important. Each contributes to the 
benefit of the congregation, one 
flame at a time. 

More importantly, it is when you, 
as members, participate in Beth El 

programs, services, and activities 
that you benefit most from our 
community. Each activity can 
brighten your life a little. The 
benefit of membership grows in 
proportion to your level of 
participation. 

There are many ways to be active at 
Beth El. Whether it’s by joining 
one of our many committees, 
attending services, celebrating a 
life cycle event, or being supported 
in a time of grief, we are there for 
you. Helping to light the way. 

Every week we share information 
on special programs and events in 

our Friday email. I encourage you 
to read and explore it to see what 
might be of the greatest interest to 
you. And, I invite each of you to 
become actively involved at Beth 
El. Even if it is only one new 
activity this year. 

One of the themes of Chanukah is 
having the courage to be who we 
are. Let’s do it together. 

~ Steve Rabb 

(continued) 
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See page 8 for 
additional 

Special Shabbat 
Programming 

Worshipping Together - Shabbat  

Candle Lighting & Havdallah Times;  
plus Havdallah Service Time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Friday Saturday 
Candle Havdallah Service 

Nov 4-5 5:24 PM 6:21 PM 6:40 PM 
Nov 11-12 4:16 PM 5:13 PM 5:35 PM 
Nov 18-19 4:10 PM 5:07 PM 5:30 PM 
Nov 25-26 4:06 PM 5:03 PM 5:25 PM 
Dec 2-3 4:03 PM 5:01 PM 5:20 PM 
Dec 9-10 4:02 PM 5:00 PM 5:20 PM 
Dec 16-17 4:03 PM 5:02 PM 5:20 PM 
Dec 23-24 4:06 PM 5:05 PM 5:25 PM 
Dec 30-31 4:11 PM 5:10 PM 5:30 PM 

Shabbat 

Friday – weekly 
 Kabbalat Shabbat 

6:00 PM Zoom and in person 

Saturday – weekly 
 Shabbat Morning & Torah Service 

9:30 AM – 12:00 PM Livestream and in person 
A traditional service, may include b’nei mitzvah or 
special programming. 

Children’s Playroom up to age 5 
9:30 AM – 12:00 PM 

A place to take a break with your energetic child. 
NOTE:  children must be supervised by a grownup 

Havdallah 
LOCATION:  Home Zoom only 
NOTE:  see chart for timing; it follows sunset 

We transition from Shabbat to the new week with this 
brief service using the traditional symbols of a burning 
candle, a spice box, and wine. This will not include an 
evening service; Mourner’s Kaddish will not be recited. 

Youth Shabbat Services  
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM no Virtual Options 
QUESTIONS:  Jason Kay, engagement@bethelwh.org   
Mazel Tots   

Featuring songs and stories geared for  
children 6 and under with their families. 

Shabbat Club 
Prayers, games, and activities  
for students in grades 1-5. 

Shabbat Mincha Service 
12:15 – 12:45 PM Livestream and in person 

The brief afternoon service, complete with Torah 
readings, is returning to the Levine-Shein Chapel. 
Mourner’s Kaddish will be recited for Sunday yahrzeits. 

Family Programs 
 
 
Shababa 

TARGET AGE:  children 8 and younger (and  
siblings, parents, and grandparents) 

REGISTER: by noon, 11/1, tinyurl.com/
Shababa114 to enable us to plan for dinner 

QUESTIONS:  Rabbi Zerin, rzerin@bethelwh.org;  
Jason Kay, engagement@bethelwh.org 

Experience the joy of Shabbat with dancing, 
singing, stories, prayers, and a sushi and 
pizza bagel Shabbat dinner for all. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4  
5:30 – 6:45 PM 

Shacharit  Zoom and in person 
SUNDAYS  8:45 AM 
MONDAY-FRIDAY  7:00 AM 

The morning minyan also includes reading Torah on 
Mondays, Thursdays, and Rosh Chodesh. 

Thu, Nov. 24  9:00 AM  

Mincha & Ma’ariv  Zoom and in person 
SUNDAYS-THURSDAYS  5:30 PM 

Our daily minyan (prayer service with at least 10 
Jewish adults) includes Kaddish for those in 
mourning or observing yahrzeit (the anniversary of  
a person’s passing). 

Worshipping Together - Daily Minyan 

Who Wants Even S’more Havdallah 

COST:  free 
REGISTER: required by noon, 12/1,  

tinyurl.com/EvenSmore  
QUESTIONS:  Rabbi Zerin, rzerin@bethelwh.org;  

Jason Kay, engagement@bethelwh.org 
SPONSOR:  Kest Family Fund 

Come together as we say goodbye to Shabbat 
and welcome the rest of the week. We’ll 
enjoy Havdallah, s’mores, and singing 
around a campfire! 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3 all ages! 
6:00 PM 
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Observing at Home - Chanukah 
Lighting the Chanukiah  

(Chanukah Menorah) 
A Chanukiah takes nine candles, eight at 
the same level and one shamash (guardian) 
that stands taller and is used to light all the 
others. Place the candles in the Chanukiah 
right-to-left (as Hebrew is written and 
read), but light them left-to-right so that 
the new candle is lit first. 
Each night, you say the first two blessings 
below, and on the first night you add the 
third blessing. After you say the blessings, 
you light the candles. 

 
Baruch atah Adonai, 
Eloheinu melech ha’olam... 
asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav 

v'tzivanu  l'hadlik ner shel 
Chanukah. 

she-asah nisim la’avoteinu 
(v'imoteinu) ba’yamim 
ha’haim bazman ha’zeh. 

shehecheyanu v'kiy'manu 
v'higianu laz'man hazeh. 

Praised are You, Lord our God, 
Ruler of the universe... 
who made us holy through Your 

commandments and commanded us 
to kindle the Chanukah lights. 

who performed wondrous deeds for 
our ancestors in those ancient days 
at this season. 

for giving us life, sustaining us, and 
enabling us to reach this season. 

A Historical Refresher 
In 168 BCE, Syria’s King Antiochus 

marched into Jerusalem to end  
Jewish worship in his kingdom.  

His soldiers desecrated the Temple 
and killed thousands of people.  

Three years later, Judah, a son of 
Mattathias the Kohen (priest), led a 

rebellion and re-took Jerusalem. His 
search for pure, untainted olive oil to 

light the menorah – thus rededicating 
and returning Jewish practice to the 

Temple – netted enough for only one 
day. Miraculously, it lasted for eight. 

The four Hebrew letters stand  
for Nes gadol haya sham, “A great 
miracle happened there.” 

 

1. Each player starts with the same 
number of game pieces (buttons,  
gelt, m&ms, anything!) 

2. At the beginning, and whenever the 
center “pot” is empty, each person puts 
one piece in the middle. 

3. Each turn, spin the dreidel  
once, and give or take according  
to the letter landing face up. 

4. Play until one person has all the pieces. 
 

 Nun נ
do nothing 

 Gimel ג
take all 

 Hey ה
take half 

 Shin שׁ
put in 1 

The 1st night of 
Chanukah this 
year is Sunday,  
December 18. 

Chanukah Candle Lighting 
Weeknights (Sun-Thu) after dark; 
Friday before Shabbat candles;  
Saturday after Havdallah. 

Chanukah Fun for the Whole Community 

Shabbat Chanukah Bash (all Families and Ages) 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 
5:30 PM Crudites and Family Friendly Chanukah Activity 
6:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
7:00 PM Chinese Dinner, Chanukah Sing-a-long, and Sufganiyot!  
COST:  TBD 

REGISTER:  by noon, 12/20, tinyurl.com/BETChanukahBash  
QUESTIONS:  Rabbi Zerin, rzerin@bethelwh.org;  

Jason Kay, engagement@bethelwh.org 

All are welcome  
for our Shabbat 
Chanukah Bash! 

Come for part or all  
of the evening as we 

celebrate Shabbat and 
Chanukah with music, prayer, 
fun, and Chinese Food!  
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Special Shabbat Progams 

Making Connections 

Gratitude Shabbat Service and Community 
Dinner 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
5:45 PM Crudites  
6:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
7:00 PM Dinner 
COST:  $15/adult; $10/child (ages 5-12);  

free/children under 5; $50 max/immediate family 
RSVP:  by noon, 11/8, tinyurl.com/DinnerNovember 
QUESTIONS:  Rabbi Zerin, rzerin@bethelwh.org;  

Jason Kay, engagement@bethelwh.org 
NOTE:  Services are open, without RSVP, and no charge 

We gather as a community for a multigenerational 
celebration of gratitude and to honor our High Holiday 
volunteers. All are welcome – members and non-members of 
all ages. 

2024 B’nei Mitzvah Class Meeting 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
6:00 – 8:00 PM  
COST:  no charge 
QUESTIONS:  Rabbi Zerin, rzerin@bethelwh.org 

The families of the 2024 B'nei Mitzvah class 
are asked to join us for Evening Minyan at 
5:30pm, followed by dinner and our meeting. 

Men’s Club Shabbat  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3  
9:30 AM 
COST:  no charge 
CONTACT:  Arthur Freedman, 860-716-8384, drartf@aol.com  

Men’s Club will be participating in the Shabbat Service as 
well as sponsoring a catered lunch. There are still spots 
remaining if you wish to participate, contact Arthur if 
interested. 

Honoring our Veterans during 
Shabbat Services  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12  
9:30 AM 
COST:  no charge 
VETERANS:  tinyurl.com/BETVeteran2022  
CONTACT:  Allan Geetter, 860-651-8022, 

allan.geetter@gmail.com 
SPONSOR:  Chai Society 

Join us to honor our living Beth El Heroes 
during this Shabbat morning service! 
Together we'll salute the veterans of our 
Beth El Temple family.  
 
 
 
If you are a veteran of the Korean War, 
Vietnam War, Gulf War, Iraq War, or the 
War in Afghanistan, served in the 
IDF or in The Commissioned Corps of the 
U.S. Public Health Service, please let us 
know by filling out the form at the above 
link. We will honor each veteran by 
reading information about them and their 
tour of duty. We hope you'll be there to 
stand as we honor you by name!  

 College Connection 

Every year, Beth El sends Mishloach  
Manot to our college-age students.  
Let us send a Purim gift to your  
student whether they are away at  
school, at home, or are participating  
in another post-high school endeavor.  
Please provide their name and current  
address for all our holiday well wishes  
throughout the year. Also let us know if you would like to 
help assemble the packages. 

RSVP:  by 2/13 with your student’s 
mailing addresses 

PACKING:  TBD, in mid-late February 
CONTACT:  Mina Nemirow, 

betcollegeconnections@gmail.com  
SPONSOR:  the generosity of the Gavens Family College 

Youth Fund makes this project possible 
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Interviews from Israel,  
Part 4:  Kalman Samuels,  
President and  
Founder of Shalva 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1 
7:00 – 8:00 PM VIA ZOOM 
CONTACT:  Sharon Efron,  

sgredancer@yahoo.com;  
Robin Santiago,  
Robin@rsantiagodmd.com 

NOTE:  pre-recorded 
SPONSOR:  Israel Engagement Committee 

Shalva is the Israel 
Association for the 
Care and Inclusion 
of Persons with  

Disabilities. Non-denominational and free of 
charge, Shalva offers services to individuals 
with disabilities from infancy to adulthood 
and their families. 
See page 21 for an article about Shalva. 

Better Late Than Never:   
Dirshuni – Israeli Women's Midrash, and  
the Missing Half of the Jewish Bookshelf  
with Rabbi Zerin 

WEDNESDAYS, NOVEMBER 2, 9, 16 
6:00 PM  
COST:  no charge for BET members;  

$18/class for non-members; 
includes a light dinner 

REGISTER:  tinyurl.com/BETDirshuni 
QUESTIONS:  Michelle Kunzman,  

860-729-4201,  
michellekunzman1@gmail.com 

CO-SPONSORS:  Women's Network,  
Israel Engagement Committee 

Rabbi Rachel Zerin will follow up on the October 23 
presentation by author Tamar Biala by teaching three classes 
based on midrashim from Biala's new book Dirshuni –  
Contemporary Women's Midrash. This book, published by 
the Brandeis University Press, is the first-ever English edition 
of a historic collection of midrashim composed by Israeli 
women.  
The women writers, from all denominations, of all political 
stripes and ethnic backgrounds, express their religious and 
moral thoughts and experiences through innovative 
interpretations of scripture. This book reflects dramatic 
changes in the agency of women in the world of religious 
writings and helps fill the missing half of the sacred Jewish 
bookshelf. Join us to discuss these voices we have been 
missing for 2000 years! 

Chanukah Movies Make Their 
Mark at Hallmark 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 
7:00 – 8:30 PM 
COST:  no charge 
REGISTER:  by 12/6, tinyurl.com/HallmarkBET  
REFRESHMENTS:  cookies, fruit, coffee, wine, soft 

drinks 
CONTACT:  Michelle Kunzman, 860-729-4201,  

michellekunzman1@gmail.com 
SPONSOR:  Women's Network 

Women’s Network brings 
back Julie Sherman Wolfe, 
screenwriter for The 
Hallmark Channel! A 
professional screenwriter for 
25 years, Julie has had 20 of 
her movies air on The 
Hallmark Channel. Julie is  

writing a new Chanukah movie for this year 
(her first!) after having written several of 
Hallmark's Christmas movies in the past. She 
calls her newest film "a love letter to Ellis 
Island and New York Jewish immigration." 
This will be an interview-style program where 
she will talk about Hallmark Chanukah 
Movies in general and this new one 
specifically.  

Focus Groups for Cantor Search 
MON, NOV. 7 7:00PM General Membership 
MON, NOV. 14 7:00PM Parents of Teens 
WED, NOV. 16 7:30PM At-home Congregants (on Zoom) 
SUN, DEC. 4 9:15AM School-age Families (i.e., SULAM, 

SSDS, & preschool) 
RSVP: encouraged to help us with setup requirements  
QUESTIONS:  Carolyn Mostel Weiser, Search Committee Chair,  

by contacting our office, 860-233-9696, info@bethelwh.org  
We are blessed to have had such a long relationship with our 
beloved Cantor Ness, and we are grateful he will continue to 
serve as cantor through June 2024. As our search for a new 
cantor begins, it is vital that we hear directly from you. We 
are planning a series of focus groups to help us assess 
congregational priorities for our future cantor. 
We hope you will join us at the focus group session that 
applies to you. 
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United Synagogue Youth 
 

LOCATION:  both Shabbat programs alternate between 
Beth El Temple and The Emanuel Synagogue 

Shabbat Around the World 
FRIDAYS: DEC 16, JAN 20, MAR 17, APR 21, MAY 19 
COST:  $15/dinner 

Explore the culture and cuisine of Jewish 
communities around the world in this series of 
Shabbat dinners throughout the upcoming year. 

This program is made possible through the generosity of 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Hartford 

Shabbat Morning Hangouts 
SATURDAYS, TBA 
COST:  no charge 

Monthly Shabbat morning programming with 
games, activities, discussions, and more. 

Making Connections, cont. 

Regional Winter Convention 
JANUARY 27-29 
LOCATION:  Camp Ramah New England  

in Palmer, MA 
Calling all USYers! Come together for a weekend of 
Ruach and special programs. Watch for details. 

Other amazing USY 
programming, including 
regional programs and 
conventions, local social and 

social justice activities, and more will be 
announced throughout the year. 

CONTACT:  whusyadvisor@gmail.com 
AGES:  grades 6-12 

Men’s Club 

Walk Around the Reservoir 
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 9:15 AM 
LOCATION:  Reservoir on Route 44, Albany 

Ave; meet in parking lot 
CONTACT:  Stu Bernstein, 860-232-2012, 

scbernste@aol.com  

Football Social  
a Lunch Program with David Sabino 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13  
11:30 AM - 4:30 PM, following SULAM, all ages invited! 
COST:  no charge 
RSVP:  required by 11/19, tinyurl.com/NFLatBET  
CONTACT:  David Sabino, 917-453-2553, dnsabino@gmail.com   
SPONSOR:  the family of Stanley Wiesen in his memory  

At this Men’s Club “kickoff” speaker program, our own David Sabino will share interesting stories about his 
career in sports which have included stints at Sports Illustrated and ESPN. He will also talk about his current 
sports business venture.  
We’ll have lunch and watch football on a large screen. There will be plenty of munchies, soft drinks, and beer 
to enjoy all afternoon. 

Possibly our largest coffee group ever. 
CLOCKWISE, FROM LEFT:  Mark Rubin, David 

Klau, Phil Schulz, Bruce Shein, Jacob Kovel, 
Arthur Freedman, Dave Diamond, Stu 

Bernstein, Irwin Singer, David Brandwein 
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Engaging Generations 
Congratulations 
Stephanie and Geoffrey Brown, on birth of Mitchell 
Samantha Kaplan-Mendolia & Dominic Mendolia, on birth of 

Calista Mendolia 
Cheryl Rodrick, on birth of grandchild Benjamin Meir Trujillo 
Dora and Rabbi Howard Sowalsky, on birth of grandchild 

Wesley Aiden Sowalsky 
Jan Glassman & Joel Sowalsky, on birth of grandchild Raya 

Sara Sowalsky 
Shirley Wachtel, on birth of great-grandchild Levi Jacob 

Labowe 

Mazel Tov! and Appreciation for Sponsoring  
Shabbat Kiddush 

Wire family in honor of b’nei mitzvah of Max & Ally 
Lois & Chuck Koteen in honor of the clergy 
Zittoun Family in honor of Ella’s bat mitzvah 
Rabbi Ilana Garber & Adam Berkowitz in honor of Noam’s bar 

mitzvah 
Stefanie & David Ochs in honor of baby naming of Sophie 

Pearl Ochs 
Michele & Dane Kostin and Harry Roth in honor of baby 

naming of grandchild Noa Jean Roth 
Brown family in honor of Lila’s bat mitzvah 
Cohen family in honor of b’nei mitzvah of Samantha & 

Benjamin 

Welcome to New Members 
Tany Dachner 
Alysa Dudley 
Matthew & Tracy Gelles, with Gabriel & Jackson 
Les & Laura Girsky, with Harrison, Jeremy, and 

Trent 
Bianca & Emma Gonzalez-Lesser, with Liev and Noa 
Michael & Erika Kantor, with Brody and Tucker 
Dan Krupnick & Naomi Shamash 
Ted & Eva Lazarus 
Mitchell & Rachel Marcus, with Benjamin and 

Nathan 
Sarah Montag, with Max 
Barbara Parlee 
Elissa Port 
Samuel & Lindsay Reiss 
John & Laura Rosenberg, with Bradley and Maxwell 
Michael Sherber & Angelica Sherber-Perez, with 

Thomas and Emily 
Elliot Solomon 
Robert Stillman 
David & Michelle Wienner, with Nora, Grace, and 

James 

Of Blessed Memory 
Myron Baron, father of Marty Baron 
Yetta Charness, mother of Joanne Bienstock 
Audrey Ezarsky, mother of Debra Feldman 
Nancy Goodman, wife of Robert Goodman 
Marcia Herman, mother of Linda Rosen 
Hannah Hittleman, mother of Bonnie 
Barbara Karasik, wife of Robert Karasik 
Dr. Norman Mann 
Ruth Rosen, mother of Jonathan  
Stanley Sokolow, husband of Muriel Sokolow 

If you would like to share your Simchas and 
Sorrows with the Beth El Community, please 
send your Life Cycle announcements to:  
info@bethelwh.org. 

B’nei Mitzvah Celebrations 
Alexandra Mae Berger 
November 19, 2022 
Lexi, child of Sondra & Ben Berger of Simsbury, 
sibling of Max and Charlie, grandchild of 
Svetlana & Pavel Menn from Marblehead, MA, 
and Kiev, Ukraine, and Julie & Richard Berger 
from Florida, is an 8th grader at Henry James 
Middle School. 
Abigail Lynn Berman 
December 17,2022 
Abby, child of Emily Genser & Martin Berman 
of West Hartford, sibling of Joshua, grandchild 
of Patricia & Stuart Genser, is an 8th grader at 
King Philip Middle School. Abby is working 
with Journey Home to help in her small way to 

end homelessness for families in Connecticut. 

As Jews, the best way to beautify 
ourselves is by performing acts 
of kindness (Gemilut Hasadim).  
Many people are highly sensitive 
to fragrances and can suffer 

adverse health consequences 
when exposed to them. The next 
time you're coming to Beth El, 
please add a touch of beauty by 
avoiding the application of 

fragrances or 
any scented 
products. 

 

Go Fragrance Free: A Beautiful Proposition 

Let's keep the air we share healthy and fragrance-free for all. 

 

 
 

Information on Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah celebrations is  

available from the Temple 
Office. 
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Lifelong Learning - Calendars & Counting 

   As we’ve seen in the first parts of 
this series, there is a lot of 

complicated math 
associated with our desire 
to keep the holidays in 
their proper times. 
Thankfully, we have (almost 

entirely) solved that 
problem, and we can move on 

to even more issues that we 
encounter during our yearly cycle.  
During a non-leap year (12 years out of every 19 year 
cycle), there are approximately 354 days, or around 50 
and a half weeks. Consequently, each regular (non-
leap) year has either 50 or 51 Shabbatot. Each week, 
we are supposed to read one Parasha (Torah portion), 
and there are 54 portions in the Torah. 
What ever shall we do with the extra 
portions? This is a great puzzle. 
And in fact, the problem gets worse. 
There is always at least one Shabbat (and sometimes 
two) during the holiday of Sukkot and at least one 
during the holiday of Passover on which we read 
special Torah readings for the holidays. There are 
often other holidays that fall on a Shabbat (we saw in 
Chapter 2 that Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbat 29% of 
the time). Putting this all together, we are left with a 
maximum of 48 Shabbatot in a regular year on which 
we can get through all 54 Torah portions. During the 
leap year, the problem is not quite as bad as we can 
have upwards of 53 Shabbatot (but usually fewer).  
Enter the concept of the double portion, when we read 
two consecutive Torah portions on the same week. 
I’m sure many of us remember our bar or bat mitzvah 
time when we were told that we actually have two 
portions to read, and that immediately leads to the 
following questions. Can we just combine the 
shortest ones? If not, which ones are combined and 
why? Which Haftarah do we read when the portions 
are combined? What happens when there are 
different numbers of weekly Torah readings in Israel 
and outside Israel? That’s right. When the eighth day 
of Pesach is a Shabbat, we have an interesting scenario 
because in Israel, there is no eighth day of Pesach. On 
that Shabbat, Jews in Israel would read the regular 
weekly Torah portion, and outside of Israel, Jews that 
observe the extended holidays in the diaspora (as Beth 
El does) are still reading a special section for Pesach.  

Finally, there are a number of rules associated with 
Torah readings that must be observed. Here is an 
abbreviated list with some of those rules: 
Va’etchanan (second portion in 

the book of Deuteronomy) must 
be read on the Shabbat after the 
9th of Av.  

In a regular year, we always 
read Tzav (second in the book 
of Leviticus) on the Shabbat 
before Pesach. 

Nitzavim (eighth in the book of Deutermony) is 
always read before Rosh Hashanah because of the 
prominence of the theme of teshuvah, repentance, 
and the concept that as we stand on the precipice  
of a new year, the Israelites are staying on the 
precipice of entering the  
Land of Israel. The Haftarah 
of Nitzavim is the Seventh, 
and final, Haftarah of 
Consolation that we read from Tisha B’Av to Rosh 
Hashanah. 

There are a number of other rules as well, and here is 
one example in how those rules play out. We would 
love to combine the two shortest portions, Nitzavim 
and Vayelech, the fourth-to-last and third-to-last 
portions in the Torah. We know that the last portion, 
V’zot HaBracha, must be read on Simchat Torah 
(Shemini Atzeret in Israel). Therefore, the second-to-
last portion, Ha’azinu, must be read on the Shabbat 
before Sukkot. There are times, including this past 
month, that, were we to combine, Nitzavim and 
Vayelech, Nitzavim would be read after Rosh 
Hashanah, thus violating the third rule above.  

I’ve presented the puzzle - how can we 
follow all of the rules associated with the 
timing of the various Torah portions and 
combine them to match the number of 

Shabbatot on which we read the weekly 
portion? We will delve a little deeper into the 

solution in the next edition.  

THE JEWISH CALENDAR, CHAPTER 4:   
So many Torah portions, so few weeks – The Problem    Jason Kay 
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Making our High Holidays enjoyable for all takes  
a true community with many volunteers: tasks big 
and small, visible and behind the scenes. But all are 
important to keep things running smoothly.  

We thank those listed below. If we left you out,  
please let us know. We try to cover everything, but 
don’t always get there. 

Recognizing our Volunteers - High Holidays  

Todah Rabah. Thank you very much. 

Jeffrey Bourke 
Ronald Buckman 

Allen Landerman 
Lance Reiser 

Shofar Blower at Services 

Lay Service Leaders 
We are blessed to have many congregants 
capable of leading our services and allowing 
us to offer different options. 

Jonathan Alter, teens 
Susan Gold, Grove 

Jason Kay,  
Grove and teens 

Preparing the Sanctuary 
Tending to our ritual objects by cleaning the 
silver adorning  

Michelle Kunzman Judy Rosenthal 

Sharon Levine-Shein, 
chair 

Bill Kleinman 
Myra Kleinman 
Howard Meyerowitz 
Lisa Nollman 
Stephen Rabb 

Lori Rosenberg 
Deborah Rosenfeld 
Susan Schenker 
Bruce Shein 
Benjamin Singer,  

5 years old 
Jonathan Singer 

Food Drive Sorting 
Once again, our Community came through 
for our annual Food Drive for the Anja 
Rosenberg Kosher Food Pantry at JFS. 

Garden Beautification 
Tending to the garden beds and potted  
plants all around our building.  

Alison Demarest, 
Sheila Fox, 
Robin Santiago,  

co-chairs 

David Silver 
Students from the 

New England 
Jewish Academy 

Special Lunch for Lake Norden Badger  
A specially-themed lunch prepared to 
accompany Rabbi Rosen’s annual story. 

Howard Meyerowitz, 
chair 

Neil Kochen 
Lois Koteen 

Dan Kulakofsky 
Susan Meyerowitz 
Jane Rubin 

Bima Decorations for 
Sukkot 

Alison Demarest 

Yizkor Booklet and High Holiday Greeting Card 
The staff produces the booklet, and a volunteer team proofreads 
this very important list of names. This year, to prepare for virtual 
services, the booklet also had to be stuffed, stickered, and mailed, 
along with the annual Greeting Card. 

Deborah Rosenfeld, 
coordinator 

 Proofing 
Betty Hoffman 
Sharon Levine-Shein 
Francine Stier 
 Stuffing & Sticking 
Lee Ann Benadiva 

Ellen Blumberg 
Gayle Fierer 
Alexandra Flowers 
Pam Gordon 
Cheryl Hinze 
Betty Hoffman 
Debra Katz 
Rick Kinyon 

Lois Koteen 
Michelle Kunzman 
Wendy Lyon 
Janel MacDermott 
Howard Meyerowitz 
Janet Miller 
Maura Nemirow 
Barbara Samberg 

Esther Aronson 
Eben Bauman 
Noam Berkowitz 
Jordan Cipriano 
Alexandra Golder 
Pauline Golder 
Samantha Goldstein 

Joel Harris 
Ellie Kay 
Dan Kulakofsky 
Ella Nemirow 
Avi Patt 
Nancy Rosen 
 

Russ Selzer 
Eliana Simmons 
Rachel Simmons 
Lily Temkin 
Sadie Weiner 
Jacob Yontef 

Torah Readers, Teens and Adults 
We continue our tradition of teens reading the majority of the 
Torah portions during the Holy Days. They receive a portion after 
their b’nei mitzvah, and it is theirs until they go to college.  

High Holiday Choir 
Dan Cohen 
Lexy Curtin* 
Bruce Freedman 
Allan Geetter 
Susan Gold 
Joel Goodman 
Eva Kaplan 
Jeanne Kleinman 
Robin Lazinsk 
Richard Lieberfarb 

Lance Reiser* 
Joshua Rosenfeld* 
Elisa Wagner* 
 Soloists 
Alyssa Barzach 
Carolyn Bernstein, 

clarinet 
Avi Bluestone 
Josh Bluestone 

Ilana Brown 
Lexy Curtin 
Davyn Gottfried 
Brayden Grossman 
Rachel Oremland 
Leila Zelman 
 Music Librarian 
Joshua Rosenfeld 
 

   * featured 

Ushers 
Sharon Levine-Shein, 
Andrew Schoolnik, 

co-chairs 
Stephen Aronson 
Ronald Buckman 
Roberta Buland 

Meryl Danitz 
Scott Dolin 
Sharon Efron 
Harley Graime 
Lois Koteen 
Jacob Kovel 

Abbey Kreinik 
Diane Lieberfarb 
Stephen Rabb 
Deborah Rosenfeld 
Gary Starr 
Stuart Wachtel 

Ronald Buckman Sharon Efron Michael Schenker 
Honors Coordinators/Gabbai 
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Ongoing Monthly Adult Class  
Musical Chat with Cantor Ness 

MONDAYS, 1:00 – 2:00 PM Zoom 
DEC. 12 Lights, Camera 
JAN. 2 Beginnings 

 

All services and classes can be accessed 
directly from the weekly e-blast to members 
(no login necessary); or by following the links 
on our website, login required. 

Lifelong Learning 

Ongoing Weekly Adult Classes  
New participants welcome! 

Come occasionally or come weekly. 
No registration, no charge.  

Classes are both on Zoom and in person,  
unless otherwise noted. 

Lunch & Learn 
TUESDAYS 
12:00 – 1:00 PM 

Now in its 29th year, Rabbi Rosen invites you to 
join us as we explore the Hebrew Bible together. 
Having completed the entire Bible last year, we are 
back at the beginning as we study B’reisheet. 

Talmud Study 
WEDNESDAYS Zoom  
10:15 – 11:15 AM only 

We are a self-guided group of  
learners currently studying the tractate Sanhedrin. 
The only prerequisite is a desire to learn Torah as 
explored by our great sages. 

Bible & Breakfast 
THURSDAYS 
8:00 – 9:00 AM  
QUESTIONS:  Michael Schenker,  

msschenker31@gmail.com  
NOTE:  does not meet 11/24 

Guided by our rabbis, participants share their 
viewpoints and insights about the weekly parsha. 
We all learn by listening, thinking, and sharing. 
People with all backgrounds are welcome; an 
ability to read Hebrew or knowledge of Hebrew 
text is not needed.  

Pirkei Avot Study 
THURSDAYS 
1:30 – 2:30 PM 
NOTE:  does not meet 11/24 

This small book of wisdom has been  
a source of inspiration for centuries. Rabbi Rosen 
leads us as we explore the nature of the good life 
from an ancient (and still very relevant) Rabbinic 
perspective.  Library Corner provides information about books in our library. 

Books are reviewed rather than critiqued. To request that a 
book be reviewed, please contact rjbuland@comcast.net. 

Library Corner 
Can Judaism Die    Roberta J. Buland 
Beth El Temple member, Jonathan 
Rosen, has published his sixth novel, 
The Museum of an Extinct Race. In 
this fictional accounting, Adolph 
Hitler’s Germany has won World War 
II and conquered the world! In the 
process, he has eliminated any vestige 
of Jews and Judaism. Seventy years later, his 
successors realize Hitler’s desire for a museum to 
memorialize that extermination. Rosen unveils a 
beaten, subjugated society, dominated by a self-
proclaimed super race. 
The Museum of an Extinct Race is told through the 
eyes of Dano Adamik, a Czech native who curates 
the museum by force, and Eva Novak, a museum 
docent with a Jewish background. Through 
emotionally-charged scenes of an all-too-real anti-
civilization, the novel takes readers into a world 
that has neither Jews nor the ethical Jewish values 
passed down through centuries. Mystery, emotion, 
and history come together in this story of one man, 
a torn conscience, and political and personal 
oppression.  
What happens in a world where society has lost its 
moral values? Where evil wins? Rosen describes a 
world of corruption in which redemption and 
humanity come through the main protagonists. As 
the Jewish Book Council suggests, it serves as a call 
to passive, pre-occupied Jews to reclaim their 
heritage and as a stimulus to non-Jews to discover 
what all the fuss has been about. The questioning 
nature of theology, the relevance of Jewish heritage, 
and the perseverance of hope are explored in a 
friendly, readable manner. The book, which 
received numerous Amazon.com four-star reviews, 
is a page-turner that will resonate with the reader 
long after finishing it. 
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 Annual Turkey Drive for the Anja Rosenberg Kosher Food Pantry 
at Jewish Family Services 

TO VOLUNTEER:  Judy Rosenthal, judithrrosenthal@gmail.com 
NOTE:  rain or shine!! 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20   9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Doing Mitzvot 

3-Season Opportunities 

Garden Club News 
CONTACT:  Sheila Fox, 860-828-3939;  

Alison Demarest, 860-810-2084, 
alisonsupermom@comcast.net; 
Robin Santiago, 860-490-7661,  
robin@rsantiagodmd.com 

DONATIONS:  gently used garden  
tools, or the funds to purchase  
them, are gratefully accepted 

The season is winding down, but we still have 
fall cleanup to do. With unpredictable 
weather, give us a call to see when we will be 
there and you can join in! And we will try to 
accommodate your schedule, too. See you in 
the garden! 
Let us know if you can join us for these final 
weeks, or if you want to become a regular part Both of these outdoor activities make great b’nei 

mitzvah projects. Volunteers are invited to come 
with friends, as a family, or solo. 

Jessie’s Community Garden 
CONTACT:  Dan Kulakofsky, 860-214-0881, pk18@hotmail.com 

Our work is on hold until Spring when we 
will once again need volunteers. Please  
join our team as we perform an important  
mitzvah: the fresh vegetables are donated  
to food banks throughout Hartford. 

Jessie’s Garden was established by the Kostin family, 
longtime Beth El members, in memory of their daughter, 
Jessica. Every year our volunteers grow lettuce, tomatoes, 
onions, beans, horseradish, and other vegetables to feed 
the hungry through the Anja Rosenberg Kosher Food 
Pantry at Jewish Family Services. 

Chesed (Kindness) Committee 
Supporting Our Members  

COORDINATOR:  Leah Katz, 
lckatz@comcast.net 

Whether it's due to an illness, the loss of 
a loved one, or some other challenge, 
your Beth El community is prepared to 
be of help. Our members can assist with 
meals (Meal Train), friendly phone 
calls, or some basic errands for groceries 
or other essentials. 
If you are in need of some assistance, or 
would like to be part of corps of helpers 
please contact us. 

KNITzvah Group  

CONTACT:  BJ, 860-523-4918, and Fran,  
knitzvahgrp@gmail.com 

The knitters and crocheters of our KNITzvah group continue to 
create beautiful lap afghans, baby blankets, and hats for people  
who need a little extra warmth and to let them know they are not 
forgotten. We donate these items through various local and Israeli 
organizations that help others. 
We welcome all knitters and crocheters of all skill levels to join us. 
While we all work at home on our projects, we look forward to 
getting together at Beth El! 

Our motto:  We make strings into things one stitch  
at a time, to give comfort and warmth to others! 

SUNDAYS, NOVEMBER 20, DECEMBER 11  
10:00 – 11:00 AM 

The need for turkey donations is great this year, as 
there are so many in our community who risk going 
without a holiday meal. Last year we collected a 
record 219 turkeys, with a staggering $11,000+ in 
cash and checks. How many families can we help 
this year? Please bring your frozen turkeys (kosher 
or non-kosher), pop your trunks, and one of our 
volunteers will come take it. Cash or check 

donations (payable to Jewish Family 
Services with "food pantry" in the memo 
line) are also very much appreciated.  
This event runs on all kinds of help, from folks who 
collect turkeys from cars, to those who weigh and 
sort the turkeys, to folks who drive a carload over to 
JFS. Please reach out to Judy today! 
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The EveryOne Annual Appeal 
2021-2022/5782 

Pillar of 
Righteousness 

Robin & David Gelles 

Pillar of Mitzvot 
Emmy & Steven Fast 
Kathy & Bradley Hoffman 
Deborah & Steven Kleinman 
Joyce & Richard Leibert 
Ann Rosow-Lucchesi 
Gayle & Steven Temkin 

Pillar of Strength 
Ellen Blumberg 
Sharon & Neil Kochen 
Rena Citron & Stephen Rabb 
Ruth & Gil Small 
Dorine & Martin Toyen 

Patrons Circle 
Judith Borus 
Whitney Whitaker &  

Gerry Garfield 
Myra & Bill Kleinman 
Lois & Chuck Koteen 
Sharon & Michael Schloss 
 
 
 
 

Double Chai Circle 
Anonymous 
Leslie & Harold Blumberg 
Suzanne & David Goldberg 
Arnold Greenberg 
Dana & Jonathan Keller 
Karen & Morris Later 
Judie & Coleman Levy 
Ellen & Jeffry Nestler 
Judy & David Rosenthal 
Leigh Newman & Gary Starr 
Carolyn & Jeffrey Weiser 

Chai Circle 
Marci & Jonathan Alter 
Carrie Berman & Ronald Apter 
Esther & Stephen Aronson 
Lee Ann & Claudio Benadiva 
Estelle & Abe Bernstein 
Karen & Gordon Binkhorst 
Shelley & Alan Cetel 
Sally & Harris Chorney 
Ayelet & Bruce Chozick 
Alisha & Ronald Cipriano 
Naomi & Michael Cohen 
Sheila & David Diamond 
Sharon & Robert Efron 
Alexandra Flowers 
Mary Epstein 
Annette Gavens 

Loren & Joel Gelber 
Tracy & Matt Gelles 
Shera & David Golder 
Amy & James Goldman 
Shanna & Joshua Gottfried 
Barbara & Robert Green 
Arthur & Zadelle Krasow 

Greenblatt 
Nancy & Jeffrey Hoffman 
Jeanne & Dan Kleinman 
Michele & Dane Kostin 
Abbey M. Kreinik 
Elaine & Jerry Leshem 
Helen Lewtan 
Paulette & Jim Lotstein 
Lynn & Joel Malkoff 
Janet & Joel Miller 
Ronald Peikes 
Judy & Frank Resnick 
Lisa Weisinger-Roland &  

Phillip Roland 
Joanne & Art Rome 
Ellen K. & Stuart Roth 
Sandra & Marshall Rulnick 
Robin & Rafael Santiago 
Susan & Michael Schenker 
Rita Schoolnik 
Cyral & Richard Sheldon 
Debbie & Jim Shmerling 
Leslie & Bruce Silvers 
 

We did it!!  Thank you once again to all of our 
members who participated in the EveryOne Annual 
Appeal! Whether your generosity was through our 
High Holiday Appeal and/or our Evening of Gratitude 
and Appreciation Event, or if you made a contribution 
to one of our Beth El funds, we surpassed our 
fundraising goals for the year!  
Thank you for continuing to make this endeavor a great 
success. At Beth El, we believe every member and every 
gift matters! 

The EveryOne Appeal is a unified effort  
to raise funds that began with the High 
Holiday Appeal in 2021, and ended with 
our fiscal year on June 30, 2022. The 
Appeal is cumulative, recognizing all of 
your tax-deductible contributions to Beth 
El, including your annual gift.   
These Circles of Honor represent the 
various cumulative giving opportunities. 
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Honey Sue Springut 
Regan & Barry Stein 
Paula D. Steinberg 
Lisa & J. Bruce Sussman 
Marc Sussman 
Patti & Howard Weiner 
Judith & Joel Weisman 
Jennifer & Steven Wolfberg 

Mitzvah Circle 
Shelley & Michael Barker 
Vida Barron 
Melissa & Joel Bauman 
Carolyn & Stu Bernstein 
Ann & David Brandwein 
Barbara & David Brown 
Samuel Cohen 
Jeanne Elman 
Ruth Anne Faust 
Korine & Ronald Ferraro 
Lisa & Peter Fishman 
Sandy & Bruce Goldberg 
Deborah Prince &  

David Goldberg 
Caryl & Leonard Goldberg 
Felice Goldman 
Jason Gutcheon 
Lisa & Peter Harris 
Betty & Herbert Hoffman 
Jill & Brad Hutensky 
Herbert Isaacson 
Charlotte & Bud Jason 
Jill & Gary Jones 
Eva & Michael Kaplan 
Leah Katz 
Charna & John Kaufman 
Laurie & Joshua Kaufman 
Tamara Levine 
Anita & Dennis Levy 
Sheila & Howard Mark 
Eileen McMurrer 
Faith & M. Bruce Parker 
Sandy & Al Parven 

Susan Rabinowe &  
Daniel Rapoport 

Nancy & Rabbi James Rosen 
Bobbi & Nate Schilberg 
Laurie & Marshall Shakun 
Judy & Irwin Singer 
Susan & Alan Solinsky 
Marilyn Steinmetz 
Francine & Steve Stier 
Jodi & Brett Wasserlauf 
Elisa Wagner &  

Stephen Weinstein 
Debby Wiesen Kelly 
Rabbi Rachel Zerin 

Sustainers Circle 
Anonymous 
Barbara Aaron & Jeffrey Nese 
Marjorie & Bruce Abel 
June Rosen & Ben Abrams 
Marlene & Jeffrey Alfin 
Cheri & Arnold Altman 
Alyce & Ed Arum 
Morris Banks 
Laura & Daniel Barash 
Nancy & Marty Baron 
Barbara Barshay 
Amy & Peter Barzach 
Hope & Jeffrey Bash 
Melanie Bazer 
Roz-Lynn Beckenstein 
Nicolette Wernick & Joseph 

Belkin 
Sharon Bercowetz 
Avram Berger 
Sondra & Ben Berger 
Patricia & Howard Berke 
Holly Berkon 
Harriet & Robert Berland 
Ruth & Bert Berlin 
Nancy Bernstein 
Sonia & Richard Bernstein 
Joanne & Kenneth Bienstock 
Miriam & Steven Bleich 

Jordan Blinder 
Wanda Schulman &  

Harold Blinderman 
Allison & Michael Bloom 
Ali & Noah Bluestone 
Arlene Talcove Blum &  

Jerrold Blum 
Jessica & Richard Borden 
Jessica & Samuel Borden 
Melissa & Adam Borgida 
Phyllis Bornstein 
Lisa & Jeffrey Bourke 
Ronni Breiter 
Shirley K. Brody 
Maria & Eric Brown 
Stephanie & Geoffrey Brown 
Barbara Rosen & Jeffrey Brown 
Sara Goldfarb-Brown &  

Seth Brown 
Marlene & Stephen Brown 
Beth Brumberg 
Roberta Buland 
Paul Bush 
Jay Butler and Michael Butler 
Elizabeth Byer 
David & Ellen Carillo 
Jackie & Daniel Cohen 
Magda & Eric Cohen 
Jamie & Isaac Cohen 
Jo Cohen 
Georgianne & Jonathan Cohen 
Karen & Lawrence Cohen 
Debra & Lewis Cohen 
Jung Min Song &  

Matthew Cohen 
Stuart Cohen 
Linda & Henry Cohn 
Sharon & Stephen Conway 
Beth Cook 
Ina Cooper 
Ann & Bernard Cope 
Claudia Coplein & John Kreinest  
Courtney & Steven Covici 
Reeva Cremer 
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Harriet & Jay Cudrin 
Sandra Cummings 
Meryl & Mitchell Danitz 
Harriet Dannhauser 
Alison Demarest 
Edith Denes 
Marlena Derosa 
Chris & Jackie DeSesa 
Gail & Barry Deutsch 
Bette Jane & Leonard Diamond 
Kim & Jason DiBella 
Kate & Howie Dietch 
Diane & Scott Dolin 
Elaine & Robert Dombroff 
Ellen & Peter Donshik 
Edith Dresner 
Lawrence Dvorin 
Vicki & Leonard Eisenfeld 
Mona Elson 
Rita & Martin Epstein 
Nancy & Spencer Erman 
Tom Falik 
Barbara Falkin 
Leigh & Gregory Farber 
Halley Faust 
Rebecca & Andrew Feingold 
Jillian & Josh Feldman 
Gayle & Edwin Fierer 
Jessica & Michael Fish 
Marsha & Warren Fisher 
Dory & Jeffrey Fleischman 
Felicia Wilion & Jay Frankel 
Rivka Dvorin & Art Freedman 
Meryl & Bruce Freedman 
Ilana Waynik & Jeremy Fried 
Pamela Friedeberg 
Marian Friedland 
Sandra & Marc Friedman 
Matthew Friedman 
Betty Garber 
Rabbi Ilana Garber &  

Adam Berkowitz 
Marcia & Michael Garfinkel 

William Gartner 
Sandra & Mark Gassner 
Allan Geetter 
Ava & Harold Geetter 
Patricia & Stuart Genser 
Deborah Lesser &  

Donald Gershman 
Nancy & Jay Gershman 
Harriet & Jerome Gilson 
Rochelle Ginsberg 
Carolyn & Jeffrey Gitlin 
Nancy & Richard Gitlin 
Alison & Alan Gittleman 
Michelle & Eric Gladstein 
Susan Gluck 
Wendy Amblo & Bill Glucksman 
Susan & Robert Gold 
Marilyn & Harry Goldberg 
Morton Goldberg 
Donald H. Golden 
Julie & Ethan Goldman 
Shirley Goldman 
Elizabeth Goldstein 
Fredda & Jonathan Goldstein 
Deborah & Scott Goldstein 
Judy & Jerrold Goodman 
Claudia & Joel Goodman 
Robert Goodman 
Pamela & Barry Gordon 
Sharon Gorlick 
Michele & Dan Gottfried 
Nancy & Dennis Gottfried 
Rebecca & Martin Gould 
Phyllis Grable-Esposito 
Ruth Ann & Harley Graime 
Alan Grant 
Libby & Aaron Greenblatt 
Nicole & Joshua Greenblatt 
Lisa Levin &  

Thomas Greenebaum 
Judith & Albert Greenspoon 
Marilyn & Jeffrey Grody 
Susan Grody 

Robert Gruskay 
Debbie & Rich Gutcheon 
Marcia & Marcia Guzy 
Vivian Haas 
Sherry Haller 
Cheryl & John Hinze 
Phyllis Hoffman 
Andrea Hotes 
Lois & Allan Hutensky 
Anna & Seth Huttner 
Roberta Moss & Michael Isko 
Elke Webb & Noah Jablow 
Nancy & John Jacobson 
Eleanor Jainchill 
Mindy & Jeremy Jason 
Carol Johnson 
Mitra & Seth Kabakoff 
Louise & Ralph Kadden 
Rachelle Kamins 
Bilha Kaplan 
Roberta Woronow &  

Theodore Kaplan 
Robert Karasik 
Debra & Howard Katz 
Michelle Bellinger & Jeffrey Katz 
Karen Katz 
Roslyn & Marvin Katz 
Peter Katz 
Melinda & Alan Kaufmann 
Beth & Bernard Kavaler 
Arielle & Jason Kay 
Kimberly & Jeremy Kempner 
Abigail Kessler Hanna 
Tali & Stephen Kest 
Tracy King 
Rick Kinyon 
Joyce & Wallace Kirschner 
Bobby & David Klau 
Gina & Dennis Koppel 
Shari & Jacob Kovel 
Alys & Jack Krichavsky 
Riva Lewinter & David Kruger 
Tammy & Joshua Krulewitz 
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Stephanie & Justin Kudler 
Judith & Daniel Kulakofsky 
Nina & Jordan Kunkes 
Sharon Kursman 
Amanda & Ran Zhao Kushner 
Debra Feldman & Larry Kushner 
Wendy & Allen Landerman 
Fran & Frederick Landy 
Elaine & Harry Lane 
Lauren & Jason Lang 
Shelley & Robert Langer 
Miriam Lappen 
Robin & Adam Lazinsk 
Betty Lebedinsky 
Phyllis Lehman 
Lori & Kenneth Leopold 
Trudy & Andre Lerer 
Robert Lerner 
Joan & Melvin Levi 
Annette & Jack Levine 
Peter Levine 
Lisa & Evan Levy 
Judith & Hal Levy 
Bonnie & Paul Lewis 
Diane & Richard Lieberfarb 
Gilda Liebowitz 
Andrea & Robert Lindenberg 
Arlene & Leonard Lippman 
Sherry Lohr 
Karen & Robert Ludgin 
Lydia & Howard Lutt 
Wendy Lyon 
Janel & Kevin MacDermott 
Stacey & Steven Malitz 
Joyce & Andrew Mandell 
Fay Manus 
Karen & Larry Marcus 
Ellen & Jerald Margolis 
Leah Black & Jason Mayo 
Edith Meade-Shiffman 
Sarah & Lucas Meira Benchaya 
Beth Melnick 
Sheila & Aaron Ment 

Barbara Messing 
Jean Meyer 
Susan & Howard Meyerowitz 
Lori & Douglas Meyerson 
Constance Mindell 
Janet & Harold Moskowitz 
Davida & Steve Needelman 
Sharon & Brian Neiberg 
Mina & Barry Nemirow 
Maura Nemirow 
Carmen Ness &  

Cantor Joseph Ness 
Brian Newman 
Marylin & Arthur Noll 
Lisa & William Nollman 
Batsheva & Robert Oberstein 
Denise & Richard Order 
Robin & Leonard Oremland 
Yaffa & Marc Palter 
Beth & Daniel Papermaster 
Carla & Ronald Pariser 
Marlene Passman 
Matthew Pasternak 
Ivy & Avinoam Patt 
Marilyn Pearson 
Gerald Perloff 
Randi & Steven Piaker 
Jackie & Marvin Pilo 
Bette & Joel Platt 
Sherri Pliskin 
Jill & Eric Polinsky 
Karen & Jeff Polinsky 
Deborah & Richard Polivy 
Eileen & Elliott Pollack 
Larry Port 
Philip Post 
Andrew Prince 
Teri Bayer & Bruce Putterman 
Steven Putterman 
Lewis Rabinovitz 
Rosalind Rachlin 
Liz & Steve Rafalowsky 
Amy & Adam Raider 

Keryn & Fernando Rausch 
Adine & Thomas Regan 
Gail Reiner 
James Reiner 
Julie & George Risisky 
Bruce Robbin 
Cheryl Rodrick 
Carol Rosen 
Linda & Jon Rosen 
Karen & Michael Rosen 
Emily & Stuart Rosen 
Laura & John Rosenberg 
Lillian Rosenberg 
Michele Rosenberg 
Deborah & Glen Rosenfeld 
Judy & Howard Rosenfield 
Bonnie & Jay Roston 
Debra & Richard Rostowsky 
Kim & Brian Roth 
Marilyn & Alan Rothstein 
Diane Rothstein 
Andi & Lance Rothstein 
Jane & Gary Rubin 
Gloria & Mark Rubin 
Andrea Wiesen Rundgren 
Gideon Rutenberg 
Fran & Steven Rutstein 
Ila & David Sabino 
Lois Saffer 
Sue & Matthew Saidel 
Diane & Ronald Salm 
Barbara & Ira Samberg 
Susan & Jesse Samuels 
Erika & Ari Santiago 
Heather & Joshua Satlof 
Judith Satlof 
Jane & Andrew Schachter 
Katie & Paul Schaeffer 
Stephanie & Rob Schenkel 
Jean & Stephen Schensul 
Rosanne Druckman &  

Larry Scherzer 
Beth & Bernard Schilberg 
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Susan & Mark Schmidek 
Andrew Schoolnik 
Steven Arnold & Janet Schrager 
Edna Levy & Jacob Schreiber 
Jed Schulman 
Martin Schulz 
Lonni & Philip Schulz 
Toby & Arthur Schuman 
Nancy Schwartz 
Melissa Mentzer &  

Karyn Schwartzer 
Natalie Segal 
Lea & Bernie Selig 
Robert Lovinger &  

Mindelle Seltzer 
Shari Roth & Russell Selzer 
Sharon Shafran 
Harlan Shakun 
Lisa Shakun 
Beth Farber & Mitchell Shakun 
Karen & Roy Shakun 
Gale & Larry Shapiro 
Joan & Paul Shapiro 
Deena Samberg-Shefsky & 

Douglas Shefsky 
Sharon Levine-Shein &  

Bruce Shein 
Eveline & Mark Shekhman 
Edith Sherman 
Estelle Sherry 
Elena & Steven Shichman 
Michael & Michael Shifrin 
Ronit Shoham 
Stacey & Eric Shore 
Phyllis & Gerald Siegal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alexis Dietz & Adam Siegel 
Hilary & David Silver 
Elizabeth & Adam Simmons 
Vera & Eli Simon 
Roberta & Bruce Singer 
Theodora Sirota 
Arline & Stuart Small 
Roberta & Marvin Smith 
Erica & Avi Smith-Rapaport 
Dora & Rabbi Howard Sowalsky 
Jan Glassman & Joel Sowalsky 
James Boryczewski &  

Sara Spodick 
Helene & Felix Springer 
Laurie & Sandra Stanfield 
Linda & Bruce Stanger 
Selma Starr 
Anne Stein 
Ruth Stern 
Norma Jean & Robert 

Sternschein 
Michal Klau-Stevens &  

Greg Stevens 
Marny & Thomas Stevens 
Reba & Alden Stock 
Risa & Kenneth Sugarman 
Marge & Ricky Swaye 
Ruth Sweedler 
Michelle Kunzman &  

Steven Szafman 
Lois & Jason Tanzer 
Yosef Treitman 
Amir Tulchinsky 
Naomi & Calman Tussin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Karen Schoenfeld Tuvin &  
Alan Tuvin 

Lorraine & Farrel Vogelhut 
Shirley Wachtel 
Sue & Stuart Wachtel 
Marcia & David Waitzman 
Audrey & Corey Walker 
Linda Weinberg 
Fran & Paul Weinberger 
Bonnie Weiner 
Rachel Leventhal-Weiner & 

David Weiner 
Stacy Nerenstone &  

Morton Weinstein 
Laurie Mandell &  

Richard Weinstein 
Wendy Habelow &  

Robert Weinstein 
Melissa & Randall Weinstock 
Lenore & Philip Weisinger 
Lilo & Herbert Werner 
Lori & David Wetsman 
Susan Widem 
Robert Gordon & Susan Wiener 
Sarah Willen &  

Sebastian Wogenstein 
Ann & Mickey Wolf 
Lori Yontef 
Kara & Alex Zablotsky 
Theodore Zachs 
Bella & Jonathan Zeisler 
Johanna & Brian Zelman 
Shirley Zelman 
Hilary Freedman & Howard Zern 
Michelle Zeuschner 
Sandra Zieky 
Richard Zimmerman 
Jill & Jeffrey Ziplow 
Doreen Fundiller-Zweig &  

Elliot Zweig 
C. Dianne & Richard Zweig 

This list is current as of June 30, 2022.  
We apologize for any inadvertent 
errors or omission, and ask that you 
please bring such to our attention. 
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Shalva, an inspiring 
institution located in 
Jerusalem, engaged 
our enthusiasm from 
the moment we 
arrived in 2018 on an 
AIPAC trip. Ever 

since, Sharon and I have been eager to find a way to 
bring to our Beth El family a sense of its warmth and 
energy along with an awareness of what this 
organization does for thousands of people with 
disabilities – from infancy to adulthood –  and their 
families. So please join us for a taste of Shalva on 
December 1 when we speak with founder Kalman 
Samuels. (see page 9 for details) 
Shalva was founded by 
Malki & Kalman 
Samuels, based on the 
Samuels’ own 
experience with raising 
their son Yossi who was 
left blind, deaf, and 
acutely hyperactive 
following a defective 
vaccination.  Yossi’s disabilities took their toll on his 
family. Providing him with constant loving care, 
exhaustion and isolation set in. Many professionals 
and well-intentioned friends suggested placing Yossi 
in an institution. But Malki refused and vowed to God 
that if He helped Yossi, she would dedicate herself to 
helping other children with disabilities and their 
families. 
When Yossi was eight, Shoshana Weinstock, a deaf 
special education teacher, penetrated Yossi’s wall of 
silence via Hebrew fingerspelling. She taught Yossi his 
first word, shulchan – Hebrew for table – creating a 
relationship analogous to that of Annie Sullivan and 
Helen Keller. Malki recalled her promise and with 
Kalman’s help, Shalva was founded in 1990. 

What began as  
an afternoon 
program for  
eight children in 
a local apartment 
has grown into a 
national center 
serving thousands 
of people with 
disabilities from 
the entire 

spectrum of Israeli 
society. Bolstered 
by their belief that 
the care of 
children with 
disabilities should 
not be left to the 
family alone, 
Malki and Kalman 
Samuels created a therapeutic environment in which 
children with disabilities can grow and thrive. 
Over more than thirty years, Shalva developed 
transformative programs to fill needs that were 
previously neglected. The success of these programs 
has received government and cultural recognition, 
inspiring grassroots changes in public policy and 
social inclusion. Shalva, the Israel Association for the 
Care and Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities, gives 
equal access and opportunity to all participants 
regardless of religion, ethnic background, or financial 
capability. 
The Shalva Band, 
internationally acclaimed 
and an Eurovision entry, is 
comprised of eight talented 
musicians with disabilities 
who perform to the highest 
musical standards by 
invitation at cultural venues 
and dignitary events 
throughout the year. 
Inspiring crowds throughout Israel and around the 
world with its musical repertoire and charm, the band 

is one of Shalva’s most 
celebrated inclusion 
programs. Sharon and 
I can attest to their 
talent and charm! 
We’ve seen them and 
can’t wait to show you 
this amazing 
institution. 

(Adapted from  
Shalva website) 

 

Israel Engagement Committee 
Shalva    Robin Santiago 

CO-CHAIRS:  Sharon Efron, 
sgredancer@yahoo.com;  
Robin Santiago, 
Robin@rsantiagodmd.com 

Sharon with 
Shalva student 

Impressive lobby at Shalva 

Welcome to Shalva Visiting the 
dental clinic 

at Shalva  

Shalva Band 
on stage at 

Shalva  

Robin with Dina 
Samteh, a lead singer 
for the Shalva Band  
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Cantor’s Music Fund    
in Appreciation of 
Cantor Ness – Michelle Kunzman & 

Steven Szafman, Rena Citron & Steve 
Rabb 

in Honor of 
Wedding anniversary of Bobby & David 

Klau – Bev, Max, Bernie & Sadie Klau  
in Memory of 
Michelle Rosenberg – Judy Borus, Andrea 

& Earl Brody, Harriet & Jay Cudrin, 
Diane & Scott Dolin, Barbara & Robert 
Green, Judy & Al Greenspoon, Joan 
Grey, Susan & Allen Kallor, Bilha 
Kaplan, Gina & Dennis Koppel, Linda 
Larkin, Joan & Bill Prensky, Rita & 
Herman Rosenbaum, Ann Rosenthal, 
Barbara & Ira Samberg, Lanie & 
Monty Samuels, Martin Siroka, Sally & 
Peter Solomon, Lorraine & Farrel 
Vogelhut, Carol Vollen 

Louis Goldberg, husband of Marilyn, 
father of David Goldberg and Sharon 
Schreiber – Marjorie & Bruce Abel 

Myron “Mike” Baron, father of Marty – 
Jayne & Mark Freiman 

Jennifer Steinmetz, daughter-in-law of 
Marilyn – Leah Katz 

for the Yahrzeit of 
Toby & Joshua Hoffman, parents – Herb 

Hoffman 
David Nemirow – Maura Nemirow 
Edna Turkenitch, aunt – Lorraine & 

Farrel Vogelhut 
Wishing a Complete Return to 
Good Health to 
Faith Parker – Lorraine & Tom Barber 
Marshall Rulnick – Sue & Ed Chestler 

Education Fund     
in Appreciation of 
Dr. Ron Buckman for the Brit Milah of 

son, Elliott – Lauren & David Bergman 

Beautification Fund    
Ceremonial Court 

in Honor of 
Adam Vincenzo Provenzano, 

grandson of Alison & Ed 
Demarest – Lois & Chuck 
Koteen 

Chai Society    
in Memory of 
Myron “Mike” Baron, father 

of Marty; Stan Sokolow, 
husband of Muriel; Denese 
Mann – Roz Rachlin & 
family 

Dr. Norman Mann – Rhonda 
& Robert Smith 

for the Yahrzeit of 
David M. Satlof, husband; 

Martha Mae & Philip R. 
Ugelow, parents – Judith 
Satlof 

Taste Of Shabbat     
in Honor of 
Lois Koteen receiving the Men’s Club 

Distinguished Service Award – Jane & 
Gary Rubin 

Joseph Springut Security Fund     
in Honor of 
Sharon Efron & Lois Koteen receiving the 

Men’s Club Distinguished Service 
Award; Nancy & Rabbi Jim Rosen’s 30 
year anniversary at Beth El – Honey Sue 
Springut 

in Memory of 
Rhoda Kaufman, mother of Susan Samuels 

– Honey Sue Springut 
Tsedakah/Chesed Fund    

in Appreciation of 
Lauren Deich officiating at the unveiling of 

Norma & Gerald Harris – Nancy 
Rotman 

 

Rabbi Rosen’s Discretionary Fund 
in Appreciation of 
Rabbi Rosen for the marriage ceremony of 

Jordan Alter and Arielle Panthauer – 
Marci & Jonathan Alter and Judy & 
Peter Panthauer 

Rabbi Rosen – Leah Katz, Rena Citron & 
Steve Rabb 

Rabbi Rosen for officiating at our 
daughter’s wedding – Mindy Smith & 
Ira Leiderman 

in Honor of 
Nancy & Rabbi Jim Rosen’s 30 year 

anniversary at Beth El – Hilary 
Freedman & Howard Zern, the Mark 
& Santiago families  

 
We deeply appreciate the following 
Thoughtful Contributions. 
This list reflects contributions received and processed 

through September 20, 2022. 
For the next edition of Temple Topics, contributions 

need to be received in the office by November 17, 2022. 

Supporting Beth El 

(continues) 

There are two ways to  
make a donation:  

Go to the Beth El website:  
www.bethelwesthartford.org/giving 

Mail it in 
 

Please be sure to include: 
 the name of the fund 
 whom you wish to honor/remember 

and your relationship to the person 
 their address for an acknowledgment 

card 
 your address/phone/email 
 

Print clearly – or even better,  
submit the information typed. 

Every dollar contributed can and does make  
a difference and will be acknowledged.  

The minimum donation for each listing is $10. 
Unrestricted funds support the timely  

needs of Beth El Temple. Restricted funds  
benefit specific purposes and objectives.  

For a complete list of funds and any specific 
designations, please visit our website. 

 

CORRECTION:  Marriage of Eric Sussman, 
son of Lisa & Bruce, and Alexis 
Weinstein Hersh – Fredda & Jon 
Goldstein  (We regret the error in the 
previous issue.) 
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in Memory of 
Herbert Kaplan – Audrey Kaplan & 

Hannah Aitken 
Denese Mann – Tracy King 
Jean Hotez, mother-in-law of Andrea 

Hotes – Annette & Jack Levine 
Marcia Herman, mother; Ruth Rosen, 

mother – Linda & Jon Rosen 
Stan Sokolow, husband of Muriel – 

Carolyn & Stu Bernstein, Susan & Alan 
Solinsky 

The mother of Bonnie Lewis – Linda & 
Bruce Stanger 

for the Yahrzeit of 
Marshall W. Elman, husband; Rhea Noll 

Herrup, mother; Rhea Elman Melius, 
daughter; Lt. Lawrence Elman, brother-
in-law – Jeanne Elman 

Paul Gartner, father – Bill Gartner 
Burton C. Hoffman, father – Kathy & 

Bradley Hoffman 
Toby & Joshua Hoffman, parents – Herb 

Hoffman 
Benjamin Goldenberg – Sherri Pliskin 
Selma Spiegler –Liz & Steve Rafalowsky 
Jill Golditch, cousin – Stacey Stern Shore 
Hilda Satz; Ruzena Stern – Linda & Bruce 

Stanger 
Rabbi Zerin’s Discretionary Fund    

in Appreciation of 
Rabbi Zerin – Rena Citron & Steve Rabb 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Toby & Joshua Hoffman, parents – Herb 

Hoffman 
 

Camp Ramah Fund      
in Honor of 
Bat mitzvah of Shira Tuvin, daughter of 

Karen & Alan – Alison & Alan 
Gittleman 

Library Fund     
in Honor of 
Special birthday of Roberta Buland – 

Natalie Segal 
Temple Fund  

in Memory of 
Louis Goldberg, husband of Marilyn, 

father of David Goldberg and Sharon 
Schreiber –Howard Case, Leah Katz, 
Cindy & Joel Kramer, Janet Lassman, 
Lauren & Steven Nassau, the Polo 
family, Bonnie & Jay Roston, Laurie & 
Steve Strauss 

Audrey Ezarsky, mother of Debra Feldman 
– Sharon Gorlick 

Jim Herman; Barbara Weil, mother – 
Nancy & Dennis Gottfried 

Stan Sokolow, husband of Muriel – Gloria 
& Mark Rubin 

Dr. Norman Mann – Ruth Solomkin 
Jean Hotez, mother-in-law of Andrea 

Hotes – Betty & Alan Weintraub 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Rose Abkowitz, mother – Ann Wolf & 

Leslie Abkowitz 
Anita Beckenstein – Roz-Lynn 

Beckenstein 
Jean Blumberg, mother – Harold 

Blumberg 
 

Bernice Klayman – Ina Cooper 
William Friedeberg, husband; Lee & Leon 

Birnbaum, parents – Pamela Friedeberg 
Seymour Gold, father – Sandy & Marc 

Friedman 
Rose Adelson; Ethel Corash, aunt – 

Matthew Friedman 
Ida Gillman – Felice Goldman 
Jack G. Franzman, father – Barbara & 

Robert Green 
Ria Haller, mother – Sherry Haller 
Max Spiegel, father – Cheryl & John 

Hinze 
Eli Evnen, grandfather; Bernard Kessler, 

uncle – Abigail Kessler-Hanna 
Rose Goldberg, aunt; Sarah Hurwitz 

Weinberg, grandmother – Miriam 
Lappen 

Solomon Noveck, father – Trudy Lerer 
Perry Scott Levy, son – Judie & Coleman 

Levy 
Betty & Irving Adler, parents; Samuel 

Liebowitz, father-in-law – Gilda 
Liebowitz 

Marvin Treach, father; William Malkoff, 
father; Sadie & Irving Treach, 
grandparents; Max Glasser, grandfather; 
Kate Rabinowitz, grandmother; Julius 
Rabinowitz, uncle – Lynn & Joel 
Malkoff 

Virginia Rabb-Spolin, sister – Steve Rabb 
Jula Sendrowicz, Holocaust remembrance 

– Joanne & Art Rome 
Edward Rosenfield – Andrea Rosenfield 
Sylvia & Walter Roston – Bonnie & Jay 

Roston 

 

Continue using E-GIFT CARDS to Support Beth El    
(just a little bit differently – name change) 

 

 Buy good-as-cash e-gift cards, online, for your 
own shopping and dining, and for gifts. 

 Pay face value, spend face value, and Beth El gets 
a donation, up to 12% from some retailers. 

 Note:  Physical cards will no longer be available 
in the office (once the current stock is used up). 
To purchase cards, visit www.raiseright.com/brands, plus details 

and updates about the Scrip program, including a list of 750+ 
participating stores, restaurants, entertainment, and more. 

 

Support Beth El just by 
shopping at Amazon!  

 
 Go to smile.amazon.com, 

type in Beth El Temple, and 
shop as you normally would! 

 Amazon will 
donate a 
portion of the 
purchase price 
to Beth El. 

 It’s that simple! 

(continues) 
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Temple Fund (cont.) 
Anne Schupach – Beth & Bernard Schilberg 
Ann F. Cohen, mother – Cyral & Richard Sheldon & family 
Nathan Singer, father; Marsha Singer, sister – Irwin D. Singer 
Samuel Wilensky, father – Shirley Wachtel 
Samuel Wilensky, grandfather; Dionyz Stein, Holocaust 

remembrance – Sue & Stuart Wachtel 
Solon L. Weiner, father – Patti & Howard Weiner 
Dorothy Zweig, mother – Diane & Richard Zweig 
 
 
 

 

General Unrestricted Endowment Fund     
in Appreciation of 
Rabbi Rosen & Rabbi Sowalsky for the Aufruf of daughter 

Rebecca & Harrison Kashkin – Andi & Lance Rothstein 
Jonathan Alter, Shera Golder, Leah Katz, Lois Koteen, Justin 

Kudler, Judy Rosenthal, Sandy Stanfield, Carolyn Weiser – Rena 
Citron & Steve Rabb 

in Honor of 
Engagement of Evan Selzer, son of Shari Roth & Russ Selzer, and 

Lauren – Abbey Kreinik 
Sharon Efron & Lois Koteen receiving the Men’s Club 

Distinguished Service Award – Carolyn & Jeff Weiser 
in Memory of 
Stan Sokolow, husband of Muriel – Judy Borus 
Barbara Karasik, wife of Robert – Cindy & Adam Cohen, 

Sharon & David Hessney 
Louis Goldberg, husband of Marilyn, father of David Goldberg 

and Sharon Schreiber – Linda & Michael Jainchill 
Edith Schatz, mother of Louis – Peter Levine 
Leah Bronner – Ursula Marx 
Jennifer Steinmetz, daughter-in-law of Marilyn – Arlene & 

Daniel Neiditz, Carolyn & Jeff Weiser 
for the Yahrzeit of 
David De Castro Robles – Esther & Stephen Aronson 
Ruth Katz; Gustav Rosenbach; Max Goldsmith – Peter Katz 
Wishing a Complete Return to Good Health to 
Ira Garber – Patricia & Harold Shapiro 

Alter Family Fund       
in Appreciation of       
Jonathan Alter – Sharon & Bob Efron 
in Honor of 
Marriage of Jordan Alter, son of Marci & Jonathan, and Arielle 

Panthauer – Leah Katz, Lois & Chuck Koteen, Diane & 
Richard Lieberfarb 

Judith & David Borus Family Endowment Fund          
in Honor of 
Adam Vincenzo Provenzano, grandson of Alison & Ed Demarest; 

bat mitzvah of Elissa Schwartz and Ashley Pencu, 
granddaughters of Diane & Richard Lieberfarb – Judy Borus 

for the Yahrzeit of 
Mimi Aleng, Holocaust remembrance – Judy Borus 

Dolin-Etscovitz Family Endowment Fund 
for the Yahrzeit of                   
Irma & Dr. Eli Etscovitz, parents; Saul Dolin, father – Diane & 

Scott Dolin 
Sharon & Bob Efron Family Fund    

in Honor of 
Sharon Efron receiving the Men’s Club Distinguished Service 

Award – Carrie Berman & Ron Apter, Judy Borus, Leah 
Katz, Abbey Kreinik 

77 

CT Mohel 
 

Ron Buckman, MD 

www.CTMohel.com 
 

Brit Milah    Simchat Bat 

Supporting Beth El, cont. 
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Friends Fund for Members in Need      
in Appreciation of       
Judy & David Rosenthal – Lois & Chuck 

Koteen 
in Honor of         
Special birthday of Ellen Blumberg – 

Jayne, Mark & Alyssa Freiman, Susan 
& Jim Rand, Joan & Paul Shapiro 

Sharon Efron receiving the Men’s Club 
Distinguished Service Award – Barbara 
& Robert Green 

Birthday of Howard Weiner – Fran & 
Fred Landy 

Special birthday of David Rosenthal – 
Denise & Richard Order 

in Memory of 
Scott Shoham, husband of Ronit – Lisa & 

Mike Lenkiewicz & family 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Rachel Ann Order – Denise & Richard 

Order 
Anne Fleishman LaVine, mother – 

Doreen Fundiller-Zweig & Elliot 
Zweig 

Eleanor Weinberg Jainchill Family Fund 
for the Yahrzeit of                    
Alvin Weinberg, husband – Eleanor 

Jainchill 
Koteen Family Fund    

in Honor of 
Lois Koteen receiving the Men’s Club 

Distinguished Service Award – Carrie 
Berman & Ron Apter, Judy Borus, 
Sharon & Bob Efron, Barbara & 
Robert Green, Leah Katz, Abbey 
Kreinik, Asher Levitsky 

for the Yahrzeit of 
Lillian Levitsky, mother – Lois & Chuck 

Koteen 

Goldberg Endowment Fund  
for Education                       

in Honor of 
Sharon Efron & Lois Koteen receiving the 

Men’s Club Distinguished Service Award 
– Caryl & Len Goldberg 

Beverly P. & Arnold C. Greenberg 
Endowment Fund                         

in Memory of      
Beverly P. Greenberg, wife of Arnold, 

mother of Dana – Nancy Bernstein 
Anna Heineman Memorial Fund     

for the Yahrzeit of 
Anna & Frank Heineman, parents; Hattie 

Kaufman, sister – Francine & Steve 
Stier 

Levine-Shein Endowment Fund    
in Appreciation of       
Sharon Levine-Shein & Bruce Shein – 

Sharon & Bob Efron, Rena Citron & 
Steve Rabb 

Diane & Richard Lieberfarb  
Endowment Fund                  

in Honor of       
Bat mitzvah of Elissa Schwartz, 

granddaughter of Diane & Richard 
Lieberfarb – Marci & Jonathan Alter, 
Meryl & Mitchell Danitz 

Bat mitzvah of Sophie Levin, 
granddaughter of Lois & David Prensky; 
special birthday of Roberta Buland; new 
home for Sue & Matt Saidel – Diane & 
Richard Lieberfarb  

Wishing a Complete Return to 
Good Health to 
Abbey Kreinik – Diane & Richard 

Lieberfarb 

Kreinik Family Endowment Fund      
in Appreciation of       
Abbey Kreinik – Rena Citron & Steve 

Rabb 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Dorothy & Arthur Kreinik, in-laws – 

Abbey Miller Kreinik 
Mann Family Temple Organ Fund      

in Memory of      
Denese Mann – Harriet & Bob Berland, 

Cindy & Adam Cohen, Sharon & 
David Hessney & family, Felice 
Goldman, Gilda Liebowitz, Janet & 
Harold Moskowitz, Janet & Steve 
Selden, Cheryl & Stephen Sherry 

Dr. Norman Mann – Cindy & Adam 
Cohen, Sharon & David Hessney, 
Sharon & Bob Efron, Lois & Chuck 
Koteen 

Janet & Harold Moskowitz  
Endowment Fund                  

in Honor of 
Special anniversary of Janet & Harold 

Moskowitz – Harriet & Bob Berland 
Rosen Family Kehillah Kedosha Fund    

in Honor of 
Nancy & Rabbi Jim Rosen’s 30 year 

anniversary at Beth El – Meryl & 
Mitchell Danitz, Leah Katz, Lois & 
Chuck Koteen, Judy & David 
Rosenthal 

Susan & Michael Schenker  
Endowment Fund           

in Memory of 
Stan Sokolow, husband of Muriel; Louis 

Goldberg, husband of Marilyn, father of 
David Goldberg and Sharon Schreiber – 
Susan & Michael Schenker (continues) 
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Supporting Beth El, cont. 
Roland-Berkowitz Family Fund     

in Honor of 
Bat mitzvah of Ella Zittoun, daughter of 

Gwen & Dan – Debra & Lewis Cohen 
Santiago Family Fund     

for the Yahrzeit of 
Bettie Santiago, sister – Robin & Rafi 

Santiago 
Amy E Toyen Endowment Fund    

in Memory of 
Amy Toyen, daughter of Dorine & Marty 

– Alison & Alan Gittleman 

Clara & Mickey Sowalsky  
Gabbai Rishon Endowment Fund     

in Appreciation of       
Rabbi Howard Sowalsky – Rena Citron & 

Steve Rabb, Nancy Schwartz 
for the Yahrzeit of 
Toby & Joshua Hoffman, parents – Herb 

Hoffman 
Ronald Jay Sowalsky, brother – Cheryl 

Sowalsky Rodrick 
 
 

Sussman Families Fund    
for the Yahrzeit of 
I. Fred Andorsky, father; Edythe & Paul 

Sussman, parents – Lisa & Bruce 
Sussman 

I. Milton Widem Adult Education Fund      
for the Yahrzeit of                   
Peter Widem, grandfather – Susan 

Widem 
 

BETH EL TEMPLE CRAFT GALLERY 
 
Our Craft Gallery has been busy meeting the needs 
of our community. Shoppers have been able to 
come into our safe environment, by personal 
appointment, and find items for their particular 
occasions. Customers remark that seeing and 
touching tallitot, kippot, and special gifts, before 
purchasing, is a much more satisfying experience. If 
you have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, wedding, or religious 
holiday to shop for, please call us to schedule your 
time to visit the gallery. 

HOURS:  Sundays, 9:00-11:30 AM,  
when SULAM is in session 

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE:   
Shelley Barker, 860-232-6468; Jill Jones, 860-922-7300 

VOLUNTEERS:  contact 
Jill to sign up  

NOTE:  proceeds 
benefit the 
synagogue, and we 
are staffed through 
the generosity of 
our volunteers 
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Beth El Temple  
of West Hartford Inc. 

2626 Albany Avenue 
West Hartford, CT  06117 

bethelwesthartford.org 
 

Jim Rosen, Rabbi jrosen@bethelwh.org 
Rachel Zerin, Rabbi rzerin@bethelwh.org 
Joseph Ness, Cantor jness@bethelwh.org 
Stanley M. Kessler z’’l, Rabbi Emeritus 
Rabbi Howard Sowalsky, hsowalsky@bethelwh.org 
 Ritual & Executive Director 
Steve Rabb, President President@bethelwh.org 
Michelle Konigsburg,  mkonigsburg@bethelwh.org 
 SULAM Director 
Lydia Lutt,  Marketing@bethelwh.org 
 Social Media and Marketing Coordinator 
Jason Kay,   Engagement@bethelwh.org 
 Engagement Coordinator 
Deborah R. Rosenfeld, Editor TempleTopics@bethelwh.org 

Published every two months.  
Following the deadline schedule 
below, please submit articles to: 
 TempleTopics@bethelwh.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Send Life Cycle announcements to:  
 hsowalsky@bethelwh.org 

 1/25 for March-April 
 3/25 for May-June 
 5/25 for July-August 
 7/25 for September-October 
 9/25 for November-December 
 11/25 for January-February 

@BethElWH 
 
@BethElWH 
 
beth.el.temple.wh 

Main Office: 
860.233.9696 

SULAM: 
860.233.9891 

Fax: 
860.233.9892 
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