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CIJA with Eta YUDIN 

 
The war that has ensued between 
Israel and Iran-funded extremist 
groups such as Hamas and 
Hezbollah has led, to the shock of 
many Jewish-Canadians, to a flare-
up of anti-semitic incidents 
worldwide including here in the 
province of Quebec. 

 

Reflective of the clarity of purpose 
and vital work CIJA is committed 
to, Ms. Yudin's statements were 
unambiguous. CIJA acknowledges 
the support of the Quebec 

government and its ministers, the unwavering assistance of the police, the 
collaborative work of CJA, and the backing of several journalists as well as 
the Jewish community which it serves. 



 

Although allies are many, a few organizations have been disappointingly 
silent about the upsurge in anti-semitism. Confounding anti-semitism with 
support for the Palestinians, with ceasefire being synonymous with peace, 
and with the principle of free speech exploited to    espouse hatred of a 
group or incitement to violence, many ignorant but well-meaning 
supporters of the Palestinians have become pawns in a seriously grave 
strategy to divide Canadian society and influence national policies. 

 

In response CIJA asks citizens to be vigilant, to stand strong and proud but 
not confrontational. This might entail writing to Premier Legault or other 
political representatives with justifiable complaints. In the meantime, CIJA 
is working tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure this unforeseen toxicity is 
under control. CIJA works with the Jewish-student organization, Hillel; it is 
also working with Concordia officials to condemn recent incidents and 
prevent outbursts similar to those occurring on American campuses; it is 
pushing for the ousting of the Minister for Anti-Racism because she has 
shown bias in her position; and CIJA is promoting the institution of special 
prosecutors who are trained in hate laws to be a part of Canada's judicial 
system. 

 

On a very positive note, Ms. Yudin minimized the parallels between 
contemporary events and those of Germany in the 1930s. She pointed out 
that in that bleak decade the Jews had no homeland to rescue them, that 
appalling events can no longer be concealed because in today's world 
everything is recorded and transmitted to the world instantaneously. We 
also have to keep in mind that Arab countries have not engaged in this 
conflict. In fact, the Abraham Accord remains a promising beacon of light 
that will finally bring Israel peace with several Arab countries. Lastly, we 
live in a democracy which has had the temerity to declare Hamas a 
terrorist organization. 



 

How fortunate we Jewish-Canadians are to have CIJA, an organization 
committed to safeguarding our status as equal citizens. How fortunate, 
too, is CIJA to have as its vice-president the exceptionally competent 
Ms. Eta Yudin in its ranks. The WLG thanks her most sincerely for taking 
time out of her very busy day to speak to us. On a more personal basis but 
equally sincere is the thanks WLG Coordinator, Gladys Mooallem, an old 
friend of Eta Yudin's mother, wishes to express.  
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