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Loris Dallal Recording 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QsJYOgpc5Eg 

 
 

A creative gene is very much in evidence in Loris Dallal's family with 
son Henry, a celebrated photographer; niece Sandra, a painter and 
poet; and Loris herself, a Master Instructor of Ikebana, the art of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QsJYOgpc5Eg
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Japanese flower arrangement. Sandra Koukou's introduction bore 
witness to Loris' artistic bent when, on excursions with children, Loris 
would eye flowers and objects of interest and pack them into the car 
along with her wards. Her influence on the children covered many of 
the arts and was bolstered by her reiterating the adage that, "Where 
there is a will, there is a way".   
 
  
 
Loris attributes her love for Ikebana to a love for nature. The interest 

quickly evolved into a passion that required learning and discipline. 
Rooted in an ancient Japanese art form, the concepts underlying the 
flower arrangements are philosophical and constant. One of these 
concepts is conveyed through exact differentials in three heights of 
the arrangement which symbolize the heavens, man, and the earth. 
The interplay of these bodies gives import to the existence of space. 
Triads appear in the elements employed as well. Components such as 
sticks, branches, driftwood share a landscape with such items as 
fresh flowers, fruit, or leaves, and with some man-made items such 
as cardboard, nails, and horseshoes. Combining these items reminds 

us of the Yin and the Yang, of complements such as the organic and 
the artificial, fecundity and barren voids, and of perfection and 
imperfection, illustrating the connection of opposites.  
 
  
 
Beyond, but still encompassing, the basic symbols in an Ikebana 
flower arrangement may also be symbols representative of a painting 
or an artist or of some other source of inspiration as we saw in two of 
Loris' exquisite pieces.  
 
  
 
Ultimately, these flower arrangements are sculptures that express 
the essence of some idea, object, or view. Embodying these symbols 
plus the fundamental philosophic symbols of the art in its 
arrangement is the vessel scrupulously selected to hold the work. 
May it be a vertical object such as a vase or a flat one such as a tray 
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or a curved one such as a boat, it becomes an integral part of the 
piece, Loris explained. Even the type of flower used in the sculpture 
conveys meaning.  
 
  
 
Ikebana requires patience as well as imagination and insight into and 
knowledge of symbols. In fact, Loris attests to a calming effect from 
the entire effort - from the genesis of an idea to the meticulously 
slow bending of an element to the prudent placement of the 

components  - an effort which transforms the person into a 
contemplative artist. This assertion is evidenced in the very elegance 
of Japanese-attired and Japanese-coiffed Loris Dallal. 
 
  
 
Through her passion for a meaningful art form, Loris has become a 
master of the art of Ikebana, brilliantly expressing layers of symbols 
through many indescribably-magnificent sculpted works. We, the 
audience, are left to be awed at their beauty, to contemplate their 

symbolism, and to marvel at their ingenuity.  
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