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Israeli Dance with Maurice Peretz 

How can we not have a love 

affair with Israel? From the 
1937 song, Mayim, Mayim, 

whose lyrics tell of finding 
water in the desert after a 

seven-year-long search, to the 
recent internationally 

acclaimed song, Halleluya, the 
Israeli voice is forever lifted in 

songs of appreciation and 

gratitude. Although life before 
and after Israeli statehood has 

been replete with challenges, 
these songs and the national 

sport of folkdancing, which 
allows the whole body to 

embrace the lyrics, invite us to 

rejoice in life.  

 

While renowned folkdance 

choreographer, Maurice 

Peretz, did not have the heart 
to dance for an entire week 

following Hamas' murderous 
invasion of Israel, he emerged from this state of sadness and mourning to 

declare his recommitment to dance. Maurice's spirit had been rekindled by 
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the Israeli adage not to stop dancing, a philosophical guide to life that is 
rooted in Judaism. Exemplifying the wisdom of the Jewish approach to life 

that permeates Israeli culture, the adage directs us to never lose sight of the 
joys inherent in life and to do so especially when our hearts are heavy. 

Dancing is then, as Maurice proclaimed, “our way of supporting Israel”. 

 

Maurice's reputation is such that through Zoom the participants in this 

session tuned in from various parts of the world. Animating minds, hearts, 
and bodies were classics such as the two mentioned above. Of incidental 

interest is the fact that the dance that accompanies Mayim, Mayim is the 
world's most popular Israeli dance, according to Maurice. Other, very telling 

classics included Tzena, Tzena, Hine Ma Tov, Toda, Yarerdeha, Israel Sheli.  

 

In keeping with his introductory confession, the end of the session saw 

Maurice make a quiet prayer for Israel. Until the next time we see Maurice 
he will be in Europe spreading the music, songs, and dances that reflect a 

people's approach to life and to their country. Invited once again to Europe 
to give a folkdancing workshop of Israeli as well as international dances, 

Maurice will leave Montreal for a few weeks. The WLG is fortunate to have 
among its guests this well-known dancer, choreographer, and mime whose 

heart is in the right place. 
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