
OPINION

wonderful job a couple of weeks ago 
reading the Torah for us. Kol HaKavod. 
Ilan is the grandson of Raya Sukonic, 
and the son of my former student 
Maya.  His birthday is next week, 7 
Av. May his family continue to have 
much nachas from him!

****
This week's haftarah, from Isaiah, is 
one of the most powerful passages 
concerning social justice.  The 
prophet castigates the people for not 
living up to the ideal and says that 
Zion can be redeemed only through 
justice. Ashkenaz minhag is to read 
most of the haftarah in the tune of 
Eichah, thus setting the tone for Tisha 
Be'av.

Remember: the coming week is the 
week of Tisha be:av: except for this 
shabbat, no meat or wine.

Let's hear only good news.

Shabbat shalom

There are several important lessons 
that we might learn in the first 
chapter of Devarim. The first thing 
we notice is the introduction: "These 
are the words that Moshe spoke..."  As 
I have mentioned many times in the 
past, this man Moshe, the man who 
had claimed, 40 years prior, at age 80, 
that he was not a speaker, that he was 
"hard of mouth and hard of tongue, 
[According to Rabbenu Hananel, as 
quoted by Rabbenu Bahya, this means 
that he had trouble pronouncing 
sibilants and dentals: such as the 
sounds s,z,d, t, etc] this man Moshe 
was able to deliver this powerful 
oration after many years. Through his 
diligence and trust in HaShem, he 
made himself into a powerful speaker. 
There must be a lesson here for all of 
us, young and old.

In his speech, Moshe reminds the 
people that, unlike all of them, 
he won't be allowed to enter the 
promised land. Why not? The Torah, 
in Sefer BaMidbar, said it was because 
he hit the rock, instead of just 
speaking to it, as he had been told 
to do 40 years prior in a similar case, 
as brought down in Sefer Shemot.  
Was that such a grievous sin? Many 
answers have been suggested by 
rabbis over the years. I would like 
to suggest the following: what was 
acceptable 40 years ago was not 
acceptable now. I myself, having 
been in the fields of education and 
rabbanus for many years, can attest 
that methods and approaches can 
change, indeed, must change. So, 
Moshe was punished for not having 
followed directions, the directions 
which have changed after 40 years.  
Perhaps, again, there is a lesson here 
for us.

*******
My intelligence sources tell me that a 
young man, Ilan Gabriel Korb, did a 
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This week’s Parsha begins Devarim, 
the fifth and final book of the Torah. 
The quality and content of Devarim 
is wholly different than the rest 
of the Torah. Whereas the rest of 
the Torah was written by Moshe as 
dictation from G!d, in Devarim we 
hear Moshe’s own prophetic voice. It 
is a unique perspective that we have 
had limited access to, until now. 
Devarim is not a reporting of events 
as they happen but rather a recap of 
the last forty years that the nation 
has spent together in the desert. 
The order of the text is thematic 
and not chronological as Moshe is 
trying to teach us morality and not 
history. The book of Devarim is the 
final word of Moshe. It is an eclectic 
mix of criticism, laws, curses and 
blessings.

The first three Parshiot of Devarim 
consist of Moshe’s telling the 
story of the Children of Israel. His 
recollections are full of criticism 
aimed at all of Israel, including 
himself. He tells the story of Israel 
not according to chronology 

but according to relevance, his 
goal is to create meaning not 
establish historical record. As such 
it is understood that whatever he 
mentions earlier is more important 
than what he mentions later. Thus, 
the consensus amongst nearly 
all our sages is that the most 
important event in the last forty 
years, according to Moshe, is the 
rejection of the land of Israel, by the 
ten spies and then the whole nation 
of Israel. It is after all the first thing 
he speaks about.

I agree that Moshe sees this incident 
as the most important event in 
the story of the Children of Israel, 
perhaps for all of history. Moshe 
though seems to be telling us more. 
The tragedy of the Children of Israel 
rejecting the land of Israel came 
from a failure of leadership, at least 
this is what Moshe is trying to tell us. 
The first thing Moshe details when 
he starts telling the story of Israel is 
that when G!d said go and conquer 
the land of Israel, Moshe’s reply 
was I can’t do this all on my own. 
He goes directly to the Children of 
Israel asking them to appoint their 
own judges. Moshe was right when 
he told us that one man alone can’t 
lead a nation, but he lost control of 
the process of recruitment, letting 
the people choose their own leaders.

According to Moshe the judges can 
judge the Children of Israel and 
settle disputes between different 
people, what then is the problem? 
The judges never do more than 
judge. Knowing and ruling Halacha 
is not enough to be a leader of 
Israel. The people choose their own 
leaders, as such the elected judges 
that would not leave the court, thus 
leaving the people to lead the kind 
of lives they chose to. Being a Jewish 
leader means doing things that 
are unpopular and at times even 
standing against the desire of the 
people for the good of the people. In 
our Parsha when the spies deliver a 
slanderous report about the land of 
Israel, not one of the judges stands 
against them. A leader of Israel 
needs to cultivate the respect and 
love of the nation so that when he 
needs to say no the people will hear 
him.

This week Moshe starts a long list 
of criticism of the Children of Israel, 
and he starts by identifying his own 
failing. When we have leaders who 
can admit their own faults, G!d 
willing, we will have a nation that is 
willing to listen to them when they 
point out the mistakes of others.

Shabbat Shalom!
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Hatred only destroys the hater.

 | Aish HaTorah
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TSOM TISHA B'AV
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Shiur with Rabbi Ellis 7:30P
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Spanish & Portuguese Shabbat Kiddush is Sponsored by:
Mireille Fattal & Family, in memory of husband, father & grandfather,
Wilson Fattal z'l.

Spanish & Portuguese Shabbat Seudah Sponsored by:
The Congregation.

"For I, says G-d, will be to her a wall of fire אש  
roundabout..." (Zecharya)

Building the third Beit Hamikdash

In his sidur Lev Sameach the Gaon Rabbi 
from Alesk explains this verse and writes: 
"When Jewish people pray properly and 
say the words properly, the angels in 
Heaven take those words and carve out 
stones for the Beit Hamikdash from them. 
That is what is meant by "For I, says G-d, will 
be to her a wall of fire אש roundabout..." – 
When Jewish people say their words, this 
will make the wall of fire in the future." (We 
know that our Sages ob'm called letters 
stones.)

From the holy words of the Rabbi of 
Alesk we learn that when Jews pray with 
proper intentions their prayers go up to 
Heaven and the angels take the words of 
their prayers and cut and carve them into 
stones of fire that will be used to build the 
third Beit Hamikdash.

Accordingly, we can understand the prayer 
at the end of the Shmoneh Esre: May it be 
Your will... that the Beit Hamikdash will be 
built speedily in our days and give us our 
portion in Your Torah". Since the third Beit 
Hamikdash will be built by our Torah and 
prayers, we say this prayer at the end of our 
prayers and we add on "and give us our 
portion in Your Torah" – that we should also 
be able to complete the building of the 
Beit Hamikdash through learning the holy 
Torah with our mouths.

And that is why we begin Shmoneh Esre 
with the words Hashem Sfatai Tiftach – the 
first two words begin with  א  and ש – אש –to 
teach us that all our words of prayers are 
"stones of fire" that will be used to build the 
third Beit Hamikdash, speedily in our days, 
Amen.

SHABBAT SHALOM!!

Congregation
Maghen Abraham
PERASHA DEVARIM
Thoughts: Mayer Sasson

Got a Question for

Reverend/Hazan
Daniel Benlolo? 
Dear Danny,

Why are 10 needed for a minyan ?

The concept of the minyan in Judaism 
has deep historical and spiritual roots. 
Here are some further insights into its 
significance and evolution:

1. Biblical Origins: The term "minyan" 
itself does not appear in the Hebrew 
Bible. However, the idea of a group of 
ten individuals carrying special signif-
icance is found in a few instances. For 
example, in Genesis 18, Abraham ne-
gotiates with God to spare Sodom and 
Gomorrah if there are at least ten righ-
teous people in the cities. Similarly, in 
Numbers 14, Moses pleads with God 
not to destroy the Israelites, and God 
agrees on account of the ten spies 
who had faith in Him.

2. Emergence of the Minyan: The 
concept of a minyan as ten Jewish 
adult males forming a quorum likely 
emerged during the time of the Sec-
ond Temple (around 6th century BCE 
to 1st century CE). During this period, 
it became a practical necessity to have 
a minimum number of people pres-
ent to conduct certain communal reli-
gious practices and public readings of 
the Torah.

3. Spiritual Symbolism: The number 
ten holds special spiritual significance 
in Judaism. It represents complete-
ness and is associated with the Ten 
Commandments, which are founda-
tional principles of Jewish law and 
ethics. The notion that ten righteous 
individuals can have a positive impact 
on their community aligns with the 
idea of collective responsibility and 
the power of a unified group in seek-
ing God's favor.

4. Synagogue Services: Today, form-
ing a minyan is crucial for various 
synagogue services, such as reciting 
certain prayers, reading from the To-
rah, and conducting certain life cycle 
events, like mourning prayers (Kad-
dish) for the deceased. Having a min-
yan ensures the presence of a commu-
nity and strengthens the communal 
aspect of Jewish worship.

5. Inclusivity: In traditional Jewish 
practice, a minyan consists of ten 
adult Jewish males. However, in some 
modern communities, efforts have 
been made to be more inclusive. 
Some congregations include women 
and individuals of different gender 
identities in the minyan, aligning with 
the principles of equality and diversity.

6. Online Minyans: In recent times, 
especially during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, online minyans have become 
more prevalent. Jewish communities 
have adapted to virtual gatherings to 
fulfill the requirements of a minyan 
when physical gatherings are not pos-
sible.

Overall, the concept of the minyan re-
flects the importance of community 
and prayer in Judaism. It's a manifes-
tation of the idea that the presence 
of a united group can strengthen the 
spiritual connections between indi-
viduals and their faith.

until next time...

The period known as the "Nine Days" 
of Av is a somber and mournful time 
observed by many Jewish communi-
ties. It leads up to the fast day of Tisha 
B'Av, which typically falls in July or Au-
gust. During this time, specific laws 
and customs are followed as a sign of 
mourning and remembrance for the 
destruction of the First and Second 
Temples in Jerusalem. Here are some 
key practices associated with the Nine 
Days:

1. No Celebrations: It is customary to 
avoid holding weddings and other 
joyous celebrations during the Nine 
Days. This period is considered an in-
auspicious time for such events due 
to its association with tragedy and de-
struction.

2. No Haircuts or Shaving: Jewish cus-
tom dictates that haircuts and shav-
ing are not permitted during the Nine 
Days. These activities are traditionally 
avoided as part of the mourning prac-
tices.

3. No Music or Dancing: Listening to 
music with instruments and engag-
ing in recreational dancing are avoid-
ed during the Nine Days to maintain 
the solemn atmosphere of mourning.

4. No New Garments: Observant Jews 
refrain from purchasing new clothing 
during this period as a way to express 
mourning and avoid unnecessary en-
joyment.

5. No Eating Meat or Drinking Wine: 
Traditionally, meat and wine are not 
consumed during the Nine Days, ex-
cept on Shabbat. This abstinence 
from meat and wine is observed as an 
act of mourning.

6. No Bathing for Pleasure: Bathing 
or swimming purely for enjoyment is 
avoided during this period. However, 
maintaining personal hygiene is still 
practiced.

7. Study of Mournful Texts: Many Jews 
take the opportunity during the Nine 
Days to study texts related to the de-
struction of the Temples and Jewish 
tragedies throughout history. The 
Book of Lamentations (Eicha) is often 
read on the eve of Tisha B'Av.

8. Restriction on Building Activities: 
It is customary to avoid starting new 
building projects during the Nine 
Days, as building and joyous activities 
are generally avoided during this time.

It's essential to note that specific cus-
toms and practices may vary among 
different Jewish communities. Addi-
tionally, certain restrictions, such as re-
fraining from meat and wine, are typ-
ically suspended on Shabbat, which is 
a day of joy even during the Nine Days.

The observance of the Nine Days 
serves as a time for reflection, repen-
tance, and solidarity with the histor-
ical tragedies of the Jewish people, 
with a focus on Tisha B'Av as a day of 
communal mourning and hope for re-
demption.

Reverend Hazan Daniel Benlolo

Chevra Shaas Shabbos Kiddush Co-Sponsored by:
Maggy Cohen & Michael Rubin, in memory of her mother,
Hermance Emsallem Cohen z'l and in memory of Rabbi Joshua Shmidman zt"l.

Mazal Tov To

Happy 14th Birthday to Ilan Gabriel Korb!

Judith & Shawn Fried, on the loss of his
grandmother, Ester Fried (Trachtenberg) z'l.

Our Condolences To

Jewish Wisdom
Halakha
The "Nine Days"

Reverend Hazan Daniel Benlolo

PARNASS HAYOM 
BEIT HAMIDRASH
HELWANI
Sunday/Dimanche 5 Av - July 23
M. & Mme Marcel Menda, en 
l'honneur de Rabbin Yehuda Abittan.

Monday/Jeudi 6 Av - July 24
Jesika Levi & Ari Dembovsky, in 
honour of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, 
Tony Dembovsky.

Tuesday/Mardi 7 Av - July 25
Tilly & Selman Khazzam, in honour 
of their granddaughter,
Emma Katie Khazzam.

Wednesday/Mercredi 8 Av - July 26
Dr. Samia Bekhor & Amy Hadid,  in 
memory of their father,
Daoud ZubaÏda ז״ל

Friday/Vendredi 10 Av - July 28
Julia Coriat Family, à la mémoire de 
Suzanne Coriat bat Saul ז״ל épouse de 
feu Georges Juda Coriat ז״ל

Sparks for 
Tisha b'Av
July 22, 2015

By: Rabbi David Aaron
Tisha B’Av: Does G-d Cry?

On Tisha B’Av, the ninth day of the 
Hebrew month of Av (which this year 
begins at nightfall August 2), Jews 
mourn over the loss of the Holy Tem-
ple, Beis HaMikdash in Hebrew, that 
stood in Jerusalem. On this day, the 
Babylonians destroyed the First Tem-
ple in 586 B.C.E., and the Romans de-
molished the Second Temple in 70 
C.E..

Each Tisha B’Av, we have a custom to 
read Eicha, or the Book of Lamenta-
tions, a painful account of the proph-
et Jeremiah’s intense sorrow over the 
destruction of the First Temple. In ad-
dition to reading the Eicha, we abstain 
from any physical pleasures the entire 
day. We are not allowed to eat, drink, 
wash our bodies for enjoyment or 
wear leather shoes. A little less-known 
Halacha, or Jewish law, is that we are 
not allowed to say hello to each other.

This law is perhaps the most difficult 
for me and yet the most meaningful. In 
Jerusalem in the summertime, when 
there are many new faces to meet and 
old friends to greet, not saying hello to 
people saddens me deeply.

If only we felt the simple pain of not 
saying hello to each other and inter-
nalized the meaning of this mournful 
act, perhaps we would then be more 
careful to warmly and lovingly greet 
each other and not hurt each other.

With no Temple, we have lost touch 
with the presence of G-d within the 
world and within each other. This is 
the real tragedy for which we mourn. 
The more we understand this spiri-
tual loss the more we appreciate the 
enormous significance of the Temple 
to the Jewish people and the intense 
pain of living without it.

We did not simply lose a great work of 
architecture. The Temple reminded us 
that we are the living sanctuary for the 
presence of G-d on earth— G-d is man-
ifest within us and within the world. 
When we lost touch with this funda-
mental truth about ourselves, each 
other and G-d, we lost the Temple.

Therefore, on Tisha B’Av, we do not cry 
over real estate but over the real and 
sad state of the world.

The Oral tradition teaches that when 
the enemies destroyed the Temple, 
G-d told them that they only destroyed 
a building already in ruins. The Tem-
ple was really the externalization of 
our inner awareness; our spiritual ori-
entation to our selves, each other and 
G- d. When we spiritually destroyed 
our selves and denied the presence of 
G-d within our selves and within each 
other, the external manifestation—the 
building— had no meaning. There-
fore, since what the Temple represent-
ed was no longer a true reflection of 
the spiritual level of the people, it had 
to be destroyed. The Temple could 
not remain standing once it lost the 
meaning for what it stood.

On Tisha B’Av we celebrate our pain by 
transforming it into spiritual cravings 
and yearnings for the restoration of 
the Temple and everything it stands 
for.

May this be the last year to fast!
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