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have a nickel (that’s what it cost then) 
to take the train home.

When he gets home, he tells his 
wife the sad story.  She asked him, 
“why did you bet?  You don’t know 
anything about horse racing?”

He answered: “Because yesterday, 
you bought me a new hat as my 
birthday present. So I figured that’s 
my lucky hat, and I bet on horses that 
are called after names of hats. The 1st 
one was Cylinder, a type of fancy hat.  
The 2nd was “Top hat.” And the third: 
well, I remembered from my high 
school French that château means a 
“hat” in French!”

--no, you dumbbell, it’s “chapeau.”

-- Oh no!  By the way, open the paper 
and see what horse won the 3rd race.

-- Some Japanese horse, answered 
the wife: “Yarmulke.” 
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There’s more than one way to be a Jew-
ish hero.  In the Book of Esther Queen 
Esther averts Haman’s decree calling for 
the annihilation of Persian Jewry when 
she courageously petitions King Ahasu-
erus on behalf of her people. She’s the 
hero of the Purim story.
Yet, when closely considering the events 
leading up to the moment of Esther’s pe-
titioning of the king, we discover that she 
is not quite as courageous and brave as 
we might first assume.
To begin with, it is Mordechai – not Esther 
– who comes up with the idea for her to 
go to the king. In fact, Esther first thinks 
it’s a terrible idea. In response to Mor-
dechai’s instructions for her to immedi-
ately go to King Ahasuerus, she states:
All the king’s courtiers and the people 
of the king’s provinces know that if any 
person, man or woman, enters the king’s 
presence in the inner court without be-
ing summoned, there is but one law for 
him- that he be put to death. Only if the 
king extends the golden scepter to him 
may he live. Now I have not been sum-
moned to visit the king for the last 30 
days.” (Esther, 4:10-11)  Esther seems more 
concerned for her own welfare than that 
of her people. And Mordechai calls her 

out on this: Do not imagine that you, of 
all the Jews, will escape with your life by 
being in the king’s palace. On the contra-
ry, if you keep silent in this crisis, relief and 
deliverance will come to the Jews from 
another quarter, while you and your fa-
ther’s house will perish. And who knows, 
perhaps you have attained to royal posi-
tion for just such a crisis. (4:14)
It is only following Mordechai’s sharp re-
buke that Esther finally agrees to risk 
her life and petition the king. And upon 
gaining an audience with the king, she 
wavers, twice stalling before finally build-
ing up enough courage to make her plea.
While we can commend Esther for ulti-
mately making the difficult decision to 
risk her life for her people, if it wasn’t for 
Mordechai’s rebuke, Esther never would 
have risen to the challenge and put her 
nation’s interests ahead of her own. So 
isn’t Mordechai the greater hero of the 
Purim story?  The answer is contingent 
on how one defines heroism. Typically, 
we view heroes as individuals who cou-
rageously confront danger despite the 
personal risk or sacrifice involved. It’s this 
type of heroism that many recognize in 
Ukrainian President, Volodymyr Zelensky, 
who has captured the imagination of the 
world through his awe-inspiring courage 
in defending his nation in its defensive 
war against Russia.
But imagine if we were to learn that 
Zelensky had been hiding in a bunker 
once the bombs started falling and that 
it was one of his military personnel who 
had to convince the petrified president 
to emerge from his bunker to rally his 

troops and his people in defense of their 
nation and their land. Would Zelensky’s 
hero status be diminished in our eyes?
Judaism has another perspective that 
views heroes in more modest terms.  The 
Mishna asks, “Who is a hero? One who 
conquers his evil inclination” (Ethics of the 
Fathers, 4:1).  It’s not only the individual 
who unflinchingly and fearlessly stands 
up in the face of danger who most typ-
ifies the hero.  Heroism is specifically 
found where one struggles to overcome 
his or her selfish tendencies. The one who 
is genuinely tempted to place his or her 
own needs first but ultimately chooses 
to sacrifice personal benefit for a greater 
good is also a hero.
The fact that Esther struggled deeply 
with the decision to put her people’s in-
terests ahead of her own, and overcame 
those selfish desires is an indication of 
her greatness. The king doesn’t know 
that she is a Jewess because Mordechai 
had instructed her to conceal her Jew-
ish identity as she was about to depart 
for the palace. Despite Mordechai’s dire 
predictions should she stay silent, log-
ic would dictate that Esther would be 
spared the fate of her kinsmen should 
she  not to petition the king. And she 
faces the very genuine prospect of being 
killed if she approaches the king without 
invitation.
Esther’s triumph over the enemy within, 
as opposed to any external threat, makes 
her the true heroine of the Book of Esther.

Shabbat shalom!
Reverend Hazan Daniel Benlolo
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Since we are approaching Purim, 
and since we need something 
light to offset the terrible news we 
keep hearing on the media, let’s 
do something different.  Here is 
my favourite all time joke.  I like it 
because, besides being “clean,” it 
deals with language skills.

I first heard this story many years 
ago, when I was living in NY, on the 
now defunct WEVD, the Jewish 
radio station, on the show of the late 
comedian Joey Adams.

And here is the story: Patrick was an 
Irishman living in New York, and was 
down on his luck. He had just $5 in 
his wallet, but he decided, “what the 
heck,” he’ll go to the racetrack and 

place a bet (even though he knew 
nothing about horses.)  He looked 
at the racing form, and placed his 
money on a horse called Cylinder.  
And amazingly, the horse came in 1st, 
and he now had $100. 

So, he decided to try his luck on the 
2nd race.  Again, although knowing 
nothing about horse racing, he put all 
his money on a horse called “Top hat.”  
Amazingly, this horse also came in 1st, 
and he now had $1000. Wow! the luck 
of the Irish!

“Today is my lucky day!” thought 
Patrick.  Again, he placed all of his 
money on a horse, this one named 
“Château Royale.” And they are off!!!!.  
And Patrick’s horse is creeping along, 

comes in last, 
barely makes 
it over the 
finish line. So 
Patrick now 
has lost all of 
his money.  
Doesn’t even 
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To contact Reverend Hazan
Daniel Benlolo:

cantorbenlolo@thespanish.org
(514) 892-2859

CHEVRA SHAAS Service Schedule
SHABBOS, MARCH 12TH

Schachris 9:30 a.m.
SUNDAY, MARCH 13RD

Schachris 8:00 a.m.

WEEKLY SERVICES SCHEDULE

Shabbat
Shahrit: 8:30 a.m. Minha: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday
Shahrit: 8:30 a.m. Minha: 6:00 p.m.

Monday  -  Friday
Shahrit: 7:30  a.m.
Minha:  6:00 p.m.

Friends are God’s apology for 
relatives.

  | Aish HaTorah

* * * P U R I M * * *
Wednesday/Mercredi

March 16 Mars
TSOM OF ESTHER
Begins/commence: 5:49 A.M.
Ends/Termine:  7:31 P.M.
MINHA /ARVIT  6:00 P.M.
MEGILLAH READING 7:00 P.M.
SEUDAH  7:45 P.M.

Thursday/Jeudi
March 17 Mars

Megillah Reading  3:45 P.M.
Purim In Italy

Everyone Is Welcome
$18.00 per Person
Over 2 Years Old
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Megillah Reading - Laws & Customs
Reverend Hazan Daniel Benlolo

Got A Question for
Reverend/Hazan Daniel Benlolo?

PARNASS HAYOM
BEIT HAMIDRASH 
HELWANI
Sunday/Dimanche 10 Adar II, March 13
Sabah Bekhor, in memory of his father,
Victor Bekhor ז״ל.

Monday/Lundi 11 Adar II - March 14
Fhima Family, in memory of
Rachel Fhima ז״ל.

Tuesday/Mardi 12 Adar II - March 15 
Alfred & Martha Lawee, à la mémoire 
de Nicole Landsman Pollack ז״ל.

Famille Chemtob,  à la mémoire de leur 
mère, Camille Chemtob ז״ל.

Wednesday/Mercredi 13 Adar II - Mar. 16
Famille Chemtob, à la mémoire de leur 
père, Nagi Chemtob ז״ל. 

Thursday/Jeudi 14 Adar II - March 17
Armand Mamane,  à la mémoire de 
Isaac Abergel ז״ל.

Ouri Ohayon & Famille,  à la mémoire 
de leur grand-père Albert Edery ז״ל.

Selim Sasson,  à la mémoire de sa soeur, 
Stella Sasson Perez ז״ל.

Tilly & Selman Khazzam, in honour of 
the birth of their grandson, David Jake 
Khazzam.

Friday/Vendredi 15 Adar II - March 18
Rouben Familly, in memory of their 
father, Ovadia Rouben ז״ל.

Upcoming Events

The mitzvah is to hear the megillah 
directly from the reader. This precludes 
hearing the reading via telephone, 
live hookup, webcast, or even a 
microphone.

The reader reads from a kosher 
megillah (handwritten scroll), while the 
members of the congregation follow 
along in printed texts. 

The megillah is described as the “Letter 
of Purim.” As such, immediately before 
the reading, the reader takes the 
megillah, which is normally rolled up 
as a scroll, and folds it into several flat 
readable panels—making it “letter-like.”

Before starting the megillah, the 
reader recites three blessings.   The 
congregation rises while the reader 
recites the blessings—both the 
preliminary and concluding blessings. 
For the actual megillah reading, all 
aside for the reader may be seated.
Before the daytime megillah 
reading, while the reader recites the 
Shehecheyanu blessing—which thanks 
G-d for “granting us life, sustaining us, 
and enabling us to reach this occasion”
The reader pauses before reading the 
names of Haman’s 10 sons. Here, too, 
the congregation recites the names 
before the reader repeats them. If 
possible, the names should all be said 
in one breath.
One who is stuck on Purim without a 
kosher megillah, and no synagogue in 
the vicinity, should nevertheless read 
the megillah—from a printed text or 
online—both Purim night and day. The 
blessings, however, are not recited in 
such an instance.
Hag Purim Sameah!

COMMUNITY

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“… if a man of you would bring an offer-
ing near unto G-d…” (1,2)

Not from theft

It says, “Your sacrifice should be similar 
to the offering of Adam Harishon. Just 
as Adam Harishon who owned every-
thing did not bring an offering from 
theft or from robbery, so you too….  do 
not bring an offering from theft or from 
robbery. (Vayikra Rabba)

We must understand. Why do we have 
to learn the prohibition of bringing an 
offering from thievery from an allusion 
learned from the words? There is an ex-
plicit verse (in Yeshaya): “For I G-d love 
judgment, I hate robbery with burnt 
offerings”.

The Grand Rabbi, Rabbi Yechiel Epstein 
of Ozherov explained: The words do not 
refer just to robbery from others. It re-

fers to that which our Rabbis ob’m say 
“One who enjoys This World without a 
blessing is as if stealing.”

Just as one is not allowed to enjoy This 
World until he has recognized that 
everything was given to him from G-d, 
so too a sacrifice is not considered 
“yours” until the person realizes that it 
belongs to G-d and he thanks Him for 
it. This is alluded to: The words “would 
bring an offering”  “קרבן  add up in ”יקריב 
numerology the same as the words 
“one hundred blessings” - “ברכות . ”מאה 

SHABBAT SHALOM!!

Congregation Maghen Abraham
Thoughts:  Mayer Sasson - PERASHA ZACHOR FROM VAYIKRA

Tuesdays, March 15 / 22 / 29  | 7:00 - 8:00 pm
Improve your Arabic.  First of many Tuesday nigh sessions

 Registration required: sisterhood2020@hotmail.com OR
Grace at (514) 979-9779
Meeting ID: 881 1057 1315  Passcode: SUPERSIS

Tuesday, March 22 | 12:00 - 1:00 pm
 Sisterhood Book Review: "The Dogs of Winter"v
By Ann Lambert - Reviewer: TBA
RSVP: sisterhood2020@hotmail.com

Zoom ID 895 2182 1866 - Password: SISBOOK

Wednesday, March 16 | 6:00 P.M. F
PURIM FEST - Festive Purim Celebration for all ages

 6:45mMegillah Reading  -  7:30 End of Fast - Buffet & Music
Prizes for kids in costume!    *Registration Required* f

Tuesday, April 26 | 12:00 - 1:00 pm
 Sisterhood Book Review: "Beneath A Scarlet Sky" By Mark
Sullivan - Reviewer: Wilma Mashal
RSVP: sisterhood2020@hotmail.com

Zoom ID 895 2182 1866 - Password: SISBOOK

Dear friends and congregants, This Shabbat Zachor (Shabbat of Remembrance) 
please join us as we pause and pray for our brothers, sisters, and the entire people of 
Ukraine.    Shabbat Shalom - Reverend Hazan Daniel Benlolo

A Prayer of Peace for the People of Ukraine - by Rabbi Naomi Levy
G-d, our hearts are with all the people of Ukraine,
Its president, Volodymyr Zelensky, 
And with our Jewish brothers and sisters in Ukraine
200,000 souls who crouch in fear 
As the sound of sirens and bombs pierces the air.
Synagogues once filled with songs of celebration 
Have become makeshift shelters.
Echos of the Holocaust reverberate,
The memory of the one and a half million 
Martyred Ukrainian Jews. 

G-d, we pray that the panic in the streets of Ukraine 
Will give way to the sound of children playing,
And the sound of sirens will give way to songs of hope.
We pray that the world community will unite
And cause the Russian army to retreat.
We pray for no more violence or bloodshed
And we pray that diplomacy
Will be the path to peace.

Hear our prayers, G-d,
Hear the prayers of the mothers and fathers,
the prayers of the children longing for safety.
G-d, our Shelter, Bring peace.
Let it rain down from the heavens like a mighty storm.
Let it wash away all hatred and bloodshed.
Peace, G-d. Please, G-d. Amen.

Additional Prayer - by Rabbi Reuven Kimelman
May G-d grant the Ukrainian people the fortitude 
to resist and reverse any onslaught from Russia.
May the defeat of Putin’s army bring about a rebirth of freedom for the Russian people. 
May Russia and its neighbors live together in amity through democracy.
May the hope of the Rosh Hashannah liturgy ring throughout the land --

ְוָכל ָהִרְׁשָעה ֻּכָּלּה ְּכָעָׁשן ִּתְכֶלה
ִּכי ַתֲעִביר ֶמְמֶׁשֶלת ָזדֹון ִמן ָהָאֶרץ
יָך ָך ַעל ָּכל ַמֲעֶׂשֽ ְוִתְמלֹוְך ַאָּתה ה’ ְלַבֶּדֽ

May all evil (Rishah=Russia) dissipate like smoke, 
for the removal of tyranny ushers in the reign of G-d overall. 
Peace for all.
Amen.

Thursday, March 17 | 3:45 - 7:30 P.M. F
 PURIM IN ITALY - Join us for a family style dinner& Purim
   Carnival!  $18 per person (over 2)  Megillah Reading 3:45
 Kids’ Carnival: Aintabi 4:00  -  Purim Fest: Lawee 5:30
  Interactive Magic Show 6:00  - Kids Performance 6:30 F
*Registration Required* f

Thursday, March 31 | 7:00 - 8:30 P.M. e
       S&P Education Committee presents: “Shlomzion”
 The Greatest Jewish Queen - with Carole Basri, Visiting
Professor & Meir Soloveichik, Rabbi of S&P NY
Moderated by Sandra Koukou
 Join on Zoom ID 861 0905 6217
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Arlene & Henri Abitan
Linda Aboody
Lisette & Albert Ades
Claudia Aintabi
Ferial Akairib
Edna & Ezra Anzarut
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Melissa & Michael Assaraf
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Leony Daly
Lily & Albert Dangoor
Rebecca & Frank Daniel
Suzanne & Edmond Elbaz
Jason Fattal
Rita & Emile Fattal

Mireille & Wilson Fattal
Linda & Sam Fattal
Vivian & David Gabbay
Shoula & Raymond Gabbay
Mary Ruth & Ronnie Gehr
Joyce & Joseph Gourgy
Lyson & David Haccoun
Amy & Elie Hadid
Jamie & Marc Hadid
Charly Marc Hadid
Andree Haim
Penina & Claude Helwani
Joyce & Moshi Isaac
Linda & Jimmy Ischayek
Jane & Rony Kattan
Joyce Kazaz
Melanie & Eric Kemeny
 Leila Khamara
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Adele & Albert Nessim
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Simha & Maurice Peress
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Julia & Michael Rosenfeld
Richard Saleh
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Andree & Selim Sasson
Beverley & Joseph Sasson
Clara & Yeheskel Sayegh
David Schemtob
Rose Simon Schwartz
Shani & Daniel Sebag
Evelyn Shahin
Marla & Marvin Shahin
Stella Shahin
Yael & Edmond Shahin
Barbara & Sassoon
Shahmoon
Charlotte & Ron Shashoua
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Vicky Shemie
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Mirta & Joe Tuwaig
Mike & Monika Yuval
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