
Pessah VIII
Mimouna in all its glory!
Reverend Hazan Daniel Benlolo

BaMIdbar.
HaShem had taken them out of 
Egyptian slavery and had split the 
Sea, and was taking care of their 
needs in the desert, as we said 
in "dayeinu:" "sippeq tsorkheinu 
baMidbar 40 shanah."

And yet the people complained 
and complained. They had 
a"ta'avah," (from the same root as 
"'evyon,") for all the foods that they 
had eaten as slaves in Egypt.

According to this third approach, 
the time will come when even 
the "'evyon," the person who 
has everything but is desirous of 
more will appreciate Hashem's 
goodness.

May we all have a good end of 
Pesach, and may you merit many 
good and pleasant and healthy 
years.
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When Passover ends, Moroccan 
Jews don't quietly unpack their 
chametz.  Instead, they celebrate 
the Mimouna.   This joyous festival 
is believed to have originated in 
Fez, Morocco, although it is unclear 
exactly when. The festivities begin 
at nightfall with the conclusion of 
Passover.

Everyone again gets dressed in their 
holiday fin-
est. Tables 
are set with 
white ta-
blecloths 
bedecked 
with flow-
ers, green 
stalks of 
wheat, 

pitchers of milk and wine, eggs, 
dates, honey, assorted fruits, vegeta-
bles, and sweets.  The Jews of Mar-
rakesh, Morocco, have another spe-
cial custom. They prepare some of 
the dishes with wine saved from Eli-
jah's Cup, as well as any wine left over 
from the Four Cups.  In many parts 
of Morocco, there is a custom not to 

eat dairy products during Passover. 
In contrast, the Mimouna features 
dairy products, a special post-Passo-
ver treat.

The night's activity consists of visit-
ing home after home, singing songs, 
exchanging greetings and blessings, 
and sampling a token food at each 
house. At each 
stop the head 
of the house-
hold blesses the 
guests. There is 
also significance 
to the order of 
the visitations. 
People first go to 
the clergy’s hous-
es, then to their 
parents' homes and then to other 
homes of significance.

This is also the time for young peo-
ple to initiate courtships. Already en-
gaged bridegrooms send precious 
ornaments to their future brides and 
dine with their future in-laws.

The origins of this celebration are not 
clear, but there are many sugges-
tions. Some link it to the Hebrew/Ar-
abic word mammon, which means 
"wealth and money." It was believed 
that one's prosperity would be deter-
mined on that day.
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Every day of pesah we recite hallel, 
which consists of psalms chapters 
113_118.

We are all familiar with the line 
"meqimi me'afar dal, me'ashpot 
yarim 'evyon," which describes that 
HaShem (a) raises the poor person 
from the dust; and (b) raises the 
poor person from the garbage 
heap.

You might ask, why does the poet 
repeat the idea of part (a) in part (b)?

Let's present 3 approaches:
1] The approach of the great 
medieval biblical commentator 
Rabbi David Qimhi (known as 
the Radaq,) who often points out 

that the Tanakh frequently uses 
parallel constructions to enhance 
the poetic quality. 

2) the medieval Italian Jewish 
commentator Ovadiah Seforno 
suggested that the psalmist is 
alluding to the time of galut, when 
even a rich man will be limited by 
circumstances and will not be able 
to be certified in his profession. 
(King David himself experienced 
galut. If you read the Book of 
Samuel, you will see how David 
was on the run, hiding from King 
Saul.)

3) The Vilna Gaon, as always, 
presented a brilliant comment. He 
said that the word "dal" in the first 
half of the verse means indeed "a 
poor man." But the word "evyon" in 
the 2nd half could refer to someone 
who might be a person of means, 
but he is desirous of more. (I was 
reminded the people who had 
"ta'avah" in chapter 11 of Sefer 
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There is no meaningful thought 
without act; there is no meaningful 
action without thought.

Rabbi Akiva Zweig  | Aish HaTorah
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SHEVI'I SHEL PESSAH
APRIL 22  9:30 A.M.

AHARON SHEL PESSAH
APRIL 23  9:30 A.M.

SHABBOS, APRIL 23TH    9:30 a.m.
SUNDAY, APRIL 24TH  9:30 a.m.

S&P END OF PESSAH SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, APRIL 21 – EREV HAG

Shahrit	 	 7:30	a.m.
Minha/Arvit	 	 7:00	p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22 – PESSAH VII

Shahrit	 	 8:30	a.m.
Minha/Arvit	 	 7:00	p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 23 - PESSAH VIII

Shahrit	 	 8:30	a.m.
Yizkor	 	 	 11:00	a.m.
Minha/Seudah	 	 7:30	p.m.
Arvit	 	 	 8:00	p.m.
Holiday	ends	 	 8:31	p.m.

Eating Hametz not before 8:31 p.m.

There are some who believe that the 
source of the name is Maimon, the 
father of the Rambam (Rabbi Moshe 
ben Maimon – better known as Mai-
monides), and that the day of the Mi-
mouna marks the date of his birth.  

Others link it to the Hebrew word 
‘Emunah’ meaning faith. Since the 

children of Israel 
were redeemed 
from Egypt in 
the month of 
Nisan, tradition 
has it that so 
too our future 
redemption will 
occur in Nisan. 
Because most of 
the month is over 

by the end of Passover, this "holiday 
of faith" is designed to demonstrate 
that we have not lost faith and still 
believe that the Messiah can yet 
come this year.

Whatever the origins, as Passover 
marks the event when Jews stayed 
in their homes waiting for the angel 
of death to pass over their houses, 
so, now that Passover is safely over, 
we make a point of going from one 
house to the other, greeting each 
other joyfully.

The	Synagogue	Office
will be closed Friday, April 22.

continued in "Dear Danny"

Please allow Reverend Benlolo to 
buy back the Hametz at least a half 

hour after the end of the holiday.



Thursday April 21 /  | 7:00 - 8:00 pm    
Passport to Learning - Instructor: Rachel Gabbay  s
Exlploring creation, the world we live in & ourselves, 
with a special twist through Biblical messages.hf
Class 4: Born to lead... A slave, a prince, a holy man.  
The magic of Moses.  How can one change a world? d
Zoom ID: 894 9032 5512 - PW: 55337y
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Jewish Wisdom
HALAKHA   -   Yizkor
Reverend Hazan Daniel Benlolo

Shabbat 22 Nissan - April 23
Martha Tapiero Lawee, à la mémoire de 
sa mère,	Violette	Corcos	ז״ל.

The Abdulezer Family, in memory of 
Yusuf ben Shlomo Abdulezer ז״ל.

Sunday/Dimanche 23 Nissan - April 24
Evelyn Shahin, honouring the 
memory of her dear husband,
Anwar Ouri Shahin ז״ל.

Tuesday/Mardi 25 Nissan - April 26
Shahrabani Family, in memory of 
husband, father & grandfather,
Fouad Shahrabani ז״ל.

Barbara & Fred Rabie, in memory of 
his sister, Gene Rabie ז״ל.

Wednesday/Mercredi 26 Nissan - April 27
Schachter	Family, in memory of their 
father, Gedalia	Schachter	ז״ל.

Famille Ifergan, à la mémoire de leur 
mère, Flory Ifergan ז״ל.

Albert Mann, en l'honneur de
M.	&	Mme.	Marc	Kakon.

Thursday/Jeudi 27 Nissan - April 28
Shoshana Suzanne Elkeslassy, en 
l'honneur de sa Famille.

Famille Malka, à la mémoire de
Joseph Malka ז״ל.

Aline & Solly Maslaton, in memory of 
1.5	million	children	who perished in the 
Holocaust   ז״ל.

PARNASS HAYOM
BEIT HAMIDRASH 
HELWANI

Got A Question for
Reverend/Hazan Daniel Benlolo?

Upcoming Events

Yizkor this Passover Holiday will be 
recited on Shabbat, April 23 at 11 A.M.

The original custom was to recite 
Yizkor on Yom Kippur. Likewise, 
the custom was to recite Yizkor 
on Shabbat. Today, however, the 
Ashkenazi custom is that in addition 
to reciting Yizkor on Yom Kippur, it 
is also recited on the last days of the 
three festivals; Pesah; Shavuot and 
on Shemini Hag Atzeret even if the 
Holiday falls on Shabbat.

Who recites Yizkor?

All individuals who have lost a parent 
recite Yizkor for the sake of the souls 
of their father or mother who have 
passed away. It is recited by both 
sons and daughters. 

Who remains in the Synagogue 
during the recitation of the Yizkor 
prayer?

All those who have a parent who 
has passed away, remain in the 
Synagogue. Those whose parents are 
alive, should leave the Synagogue 
but may return, out of respect, to 
hear the Yizkor prayer for the Israeli 
soldiers who have died in battle and 
for the 6 million Jews who perished 
in the Holocaust.

Shabbat shalom

COMMUNITY

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“My ordinances you shall do, and My 
statutes you shall observe, to walk 
with them, I am the L-rd, your G-d.” 
(18:4)

The Ksav Sofer commented on the 
words, “to walk with them”, that a 
person needs to walk f rom one level 
to the next level. That is, a person 
should constantly strive to grow and 
elevate himself.  It is not enough to 

remain on the same level that one 
was on the previous day.  Rather, each 
day should be a climb higher than the 
day before.

When diff icult tests come your way, 
you might not always appreciate 
them. But the only way to ensure 
growth is to continually pass more 
and more of life’s diff icult tests. View 
every diff iculty as a means of elevating 

Congregation Maghen Abraham
Thoughts:  Mayer Sasson - PESSAH  את משפטי תעשו ואת חקתי תשמרו ללכת בהם אני ה' אלקיכם

Tuesday, April 26 | 12:00 - 1:15 P.M. e
Come join our network of entrepreneurs & 
professionals to learn, share & grow! ff  
Speakers: Tasso Lagios & Alana Geller - Richter 
Topic: Transforming your family business.
Intro: Ron Gabbay  - RG Coffee
Zoom ID: 664 017 2841

Tuesday, May 3 | 10:00 - 11:00 A.M. e
WLG: Yom Ha'Atzmaout 5782 - Hosted by Rabbi Schachar 
Orenstein, with honorary guest, Hon. Paul Hirschson, Consul 
General of Israel. Also featuring CSL Mayer Mitchell Brown-
stein, MP Anthony Housefather, MNA David Birnbaum, Cantor 
Eyal Bitton & Michèle Tredger & Rev.Hazan Daniel Benlolo.  
Zoom	ID	880	6752	6532	PC	WLG2022
To	Reserve	or	Donate:	(514)737-3695	x101.

In our home, to bring in the Mimouna we open our 
doors to friends and neighbors and share our hospi-
tality and joie de vivre with everyone that enters.   In 
no time at all, Muriel, assisted by our daughters Eve 
and Shira and daughter-in-law, Lea, has prepared a 
table groaning with delectable food and festooned 
with colour and symbolism.  It’s a magical transfor-
mation.

Among the many food items, two are of note.   Our 
attention is drawn to a strange looking white sub-
stance in a large glass bowl.

This, we learn, is flour decorated with bean pods.  Of 
course!  Have we forgotten so quickly what flour looks 

like?  Everyone takes a small quantity and quaffs it down with a sip of milk.  
To me, this is a powerful symbolical return to chametz.

The other unforgettable dish is Mufleta – a crepe 
like pancake, smothered with butter and honey and 
rolled up like a cigar.

In the Moroccan tradition, the period of mourning 
associated with the counting of the Omer is put ‘on 
hold’ so the Mimouna involves much jollity including 
Moroccan music, energetic dancing, and ululating 
from the women.

In Israel, the Mimouna has become a popular annual 
happening featuring outdoor parties and picnics, proving that this festival – 
so rich in symbolism and joy – has a universal appeal.

Whatever your tradition in celebrating the Mimouna, may it bring you and 
your loved ones joy, health, and happiness in the coming year.

Reverend Hazan Daniel Benlolo

oneself by applying the appropriate 
Torah principles.  At the end of each 
day, ask yourself, “What did I do today 
to elevate myself a little higher?” If no 
answer is readily evident, ask instead, 
“What can I plan to do tomorrow to 
elevate myself?” 
 
SHABBAT SHALOM!!

Wednesday, May 11 | 10:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.
WLG: HEALTHY SKIN: what can we do to achieve & 
maintain it? With Dr. Alfred Balboul.

Zoom	ID	880	6752	6532	PC	WLG2022
To	Reserve	or	Donate:	(514)737-3695	x101.

Mimouna cont'd.

Kol Hakavod To
Mordechai-

Joshua Hadid 
(Grade	6A), son 
of Charly Hadid 

& grandson of 
Marc & Jamie 

Hadid,
for coming 

in 1st place in 
the Senior 

Spelling Bee 
Final at Hebrew 

Academy!

Tuesdays, April 26 | 7:00 - 8:00 pm
Improve your Arabic.  Join our Tuesday night sessions
 Registration required: sisterhood2020@hotmail.com OR
Grace at (514) 979-9779
Meeting ID: 881 1057 1315  Passcode: SUPERSIS

Sunday, May 1 | 11:00A - 12:30P
The Covenantal Zionism of Menachem Begin
Join us for a pre-recorded lecture by Rabbi Meit Soloveichik 
with the Tikvah Fund from the learning series entitled 
Jewish Political Greatness, Studies in Statemanship.
Intro: Rev. Benlolo | Panelist: Ariela Cotler | Moderator: San-
dra Koukou.   -   Zoom ID: 914 650 9809 no pw required.

Cancelled - Erev Hag


