
the gematria [the numerical 
value of the letters in that word] 
is 59. And Israel was the 59th 
nation admitted into the United 
Nations!!

Now, I am not a “gematrist,” not a 
numerologist. But that brief comment 
by Mr. Harris made a great and lasting 
impression on me. For it impressed upon 
me the great miracle of the establishment 
of the State of Israel. 

Of course, the UN has, for the most part, 
abandoned Israel. Yet, as my great teacher 
from later years, Rav Joseph Soloveitchik, 
said in his famous speech entitled Qol 
Dodi Dofeq, perhaps it was by Divine 
guidance that the UN was established for 
that one purpose: to recognize the State 
of Israel, and to include it in the family of 
nations. 

Shabbat shalom; we pray for peace in 
Israel and in the whole world. 
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Parashat
Balak
What is in a Word?
Rabbi Maimon Pinto

There is a famous adage of the rab-
bis that life and death are in the hands 
of the tongue. Does that tongue have 
hands? Not physical ones. But hands 
can build or destroy. So too the tongue. 
It is capable of breaking or uplifting the 
spirit of man.

There are three “tools” of expressions: 

thought, speech, and actions. Thought 
is the first one and the way we express 
ourselves to ourselves. Speech is the way 
we tell ourselves and communicate to 
others what we feel or think. And finally, 
action is an expression that makes all of 
the above tangible and real.

So what we decide to do with words is 
entirely up to us. It begins in our heads. If 
you are preoccupied with negative stuff 
all the time, you will most likely say and 
talk negatively about yourself and oth-
ers. This way of thinking and talking can 
lead to wrong others, insensitive, or even 
cursing others.

We are sufficiently sophisticated to re-
alize that wars are conducted on many 
different levels and not always on the 
battlefield or with massive armies. This 
week’s Torah reading introduces us to 
perhaps the first recorded use of psy-
chological warfare in human history. 

The King of Moab hired the magician 
and evil prophet Bilaam - Balak to curse 
the Israelites and psychologically weak-
en them to resist the army that Balak 
would eventually send to destroy them.

Everyone involved, both the Jews and 
the non-Jews, believed that this type of 
psychological warfare – cursing the peo-
ple – would be effective.
One must wonder why God had to 
change the words of Bilaam into words 
of blessing instead of curses? He, so to 
speak, could have just ignored what Bi-

laam had to say and arranged it so that 
those words would have no affect on the 
Jewish people!

The commentators concluded that 
heaven recognized that spoken words 
always affect and cannot be ignored 
entirely. Therefore, hateful comments 
should never be said by Bilaam, for they 
would undoubtedly have had some neg-
ative effect.

Our tradition teaches that all words have 
importance and consequences. Terms 
define us for good or for better, and even 
though they are intangible, they leave 
lasting effects on those who say them 
and those who hear them. 

Judaism always places a heavy empha-
sis on correct speech and meaningful 
and holy words.

At the end of this week’s Torah reading, 
the evil prophet - Bilaam again uses 
words to advise Israel’s enemies on over-
coming the Jews spiritually and even-
tually destroying them physically.  He 
comes to give advice, but by so doing, 
he unleashes a weapon as lethal as any 
sword or spear, bomb or rocket. So even 
the blessings and the good words that 
he spoke about the Jewish people, in the 
end, proved hollow and insincere. 

Speech can kill, and it can heal. The 
choice is always ours.

Shabbat Shalom

Some people walk in the 
rain, others get wet.

Roger Miller | Aish HaTorah
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I have said over this personal story several 
times in Chevra Shaas, but to the best of 
my recollection, I have never written it 
down. And I do believe that it deserves to 
be printed. 

You see, many years ago, Balaq was my 
Bar Mitsvah parasha. We belonged to a 
large synagogue in Boston. Bar mitsvah 
boys were not allowed to read the Torah, 
as that was the exclusive job of the official 
Torah reader. However, I did, of course, read 
the haftarah, which was taught by one of 
the assistant Rabbis. Our Hebrew school 
was also part of the synagogue, and was 
housed in the synagogue building. 

One day, in Hebrew school class, some 
time before the bar mitsvah, there was a 
knock on the classroom door. I remember 
it vividly: “Rabbi Pole [the Bar mitzvah 
teacher] has to speak to Menahem.” As I 
walked across the room, and was about 
to leave, my teacher, an extremely learned 
and nice man, and a fine pedagogue, 
Mr. Louis Harris, asked me “what’s your 
parasha?” I answered “Balaq.”  Without 
missing a beat, he quoted the first 
verse [from the prophet Micah chapter 
5] ve-haya she’eirit ya`aqov be-qerev 
`ammim rabbim ke-tal me’et HaShem 
“the remnant of Jacob will be in the midst 
of many nations like dew from HaShem.”

And Mr. Harris explained: the time will 
come when the remnant of the Jewish 
people [having been decimated in the 
holocaust, which was still in everyone’s 
consciousness] will be accepted among 
many nations like dew from HaShem. The 
Hebrew word for “like dew” is ke-tal. And 

OPINION

BEIT HAMIDRASH 
HELWANI WITH
RABBI PINTO
Monday through Friday
8:40 am - Hok L’Israel

Dvar Torah
Weekly Debate - Sunday after services
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
8:25 am - Halaka/Talmud
6:15 pm - Jewish Wisdom

Dear friends, 
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to ask a question, consult, learn or
just chat, you can call me on my 
mobile (514) 506-3164  or to my email
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I am available 24/7.
Shabbat, emergencies only

Rabbi Maimon Pinto
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Balak a ensuite emmené Balaam à un 
troisième endroit, pensant qu'il serait peut-
être plus facile pour Balaam de maudire 
le peuple juif à partir de là. Balaam était 
sur le point de les maudire, mais il vit alors 
comment le peuple juif était campé : 
d'abord, ils étaient organisés en tribus, ce qui 
n'était possible que parce qu›ils avaient été 
fidèles dans leurs mariages. Deuxièmement, 
ils ont installé le camp de manière à ce 
que personne ne puisse accidentellement 
regarder dans la tente d'une autre famille. 
L'attention portée aux détails par le peuple 
juif dans sa conduite modeste a tellement 
impressionné Balaam qu'il a décidé de son 
propre chef de les bénir plutôt que de les 
maudire.   [Balaam dit:] «Qu'elles sont bonnes 
tes tentes, ô Jacob, tes campements, ô Israël!

La leçon pour nous ici est que nous ne 
devons jamais penser qu›il est important de 
se préoccuper uniquement des questions 
«plus larges» de modestie et d›intimité, mais 
que nous pouvons être laxistes sur les détails 
«plus petits», «innocents». Même les plus 
petits détails sont importants –suffisamment 
importants pour pouvoir transformer une 
malédiction en bénédiction (ou une situation 
maudite en une situation bénie).

De peur que nous ne pensions que cette 
vigilance aux détails de la modestie n'est 
requise que dans notre comportement 
quotidien, mais pas dans des situations 
temporaires (comme lorsque nous sommes 
en vacances), nous voyons ici que l'énorme 
pouvoir de même les moindres détails de 
conduite modeste a été démontrée lorsque 
nos ancêtres vivaient dans des tentes, leurs 
maisons temporaires dans le désert.

Dear Danny,
Question: Why is gossip considered 
so bad? 

Dear reader,

Let me begin my answer with a short story.    An old Shamash (volunteer helper in Synagogue) 
began to lose his hearing.  The doctor, whom he consulted, told him that too much alcohol 
was making him deaf.   “You mustn’t drink anymore!” the doctor rebuked him. 

For what seemed an interminable month the old Shamash scrupulously avoided liquor 
and his hearing gradually returned.  But suddenly at the Kiddush club one Shabbat 
morning he was tempted and took to the bitter drop again. This time he became deaf as 
a door-post and so, began to use a hearing aid.   Once more the old Shammes came to 
consult the doctor. 

“Didn’t I tell you not to drink any schnapps?” roared the doctor into his hearing aid. The 
old Shammes shrugged his shoulders warily, “sure you told me, and I did exactly as you 
said, “he answered, “but believe me doctor nothing I heard was worth one good drink!”

We use a lot of different words to describe gossip. We chat. We yak. We get the scuttlebutt. 
We gab, we dish, and we chew the fat. We hear it through the grapevine, listen to the 
word of mouth - sometimes straight from the horse’s mouth. Tongues, they wag. There 
must be something important about all this idle chit-chat to demand such an extensive 
and colourful vocabulary!

Biologists analyzed sample human conversations and found that about 60% of time 
was spent gossiping about relationships and personal experiences. We all do it. Very 
few people proudly admit to it, but we all gossip. Some of us even relish it. While some 
religions and cultures frown upon the practice more than others, gossip in one form or 
another happens all over the world among people of all ages. (C-Health)

According to Judaism, the harm caused by Lashon Hara (gossip) is even worse than the 
harm done by stealing or by cheating someone financially: money lost can be repaid, but 
the harm done by speech can never be repaired. There is a Midrash that illustrates the 
danger of improper speech.  After spreading rumours and feeling remorse, the individual 
went to a wise man saying he would do anything to make amends.  The wise man said 
“take a pillow filled with feathers, cut it open, and scatter the feathers in the wind.” The 
man thought this was a strange request, but it was a simple enough task.  When he 
returned, the wise man then asked “go and gather the feathers.” The wise man concluded 
by saying, “Because you can no more make amends for the damage your words have 
done than you can recollect the feathers you have cast to the wind.”

Speech has been compared to an arrow: once the words are released, like an arrow, they 
cannot be recalled, the harm they do cannot be stopped, and the harm they do cannot 
always be predicted, for words like arrows often go astray.

Finally, to rephrase your question dear reader; is gossip really worth it after all?
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Le pouvoir de la modestie
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Shabbat 16 Tammuz - June 26 juin
Carole & Elie Cohen, à la mémoire de 
Arlette bat Olga ז״ל.

Monday 18 Tammuz - June 28 juin
Vicky & Selim Moghrabi, à la mémoire de 
Rachel bat Mazal ז״ל.

Yaer Oliel, à la mémoire de son père, 
Mimoun Oliel ז״ל.

Famille Dadoun, à la mémoire de
Rachelle Dadoun ז״ל.

Wednesday/Mercredi 20 Tammuz -
  June 30 juin
Leila & Afram Khamara, in memory of her 
mother, Noam Khamara ז״ל.

Thursday/Jeudi 21 Tammuz - July 1 juillet
Elie Chetrit, à la mémoire de sa mère, 
Esther Chetrit ז״ל.
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Got A Question for
Hazan Daniel Benlolo?

Upcoming Events

Monday, July 12 | 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Chai Mitzvah Program - Unit 4: Death & Loss
Individual reflection
  
Join on Zoom ID 526 438 1158 - Registration required.

Thursday, July 22 | 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Ten Paths to God - Unit 8: ISRAEL The Jewish Land - with 
Guest Panelists Rabbi Schachar Orenstein with daughter, 
Chana & Ephraim Heiliczer.

Zoom ID 846 5677 7165 / Password: 058194

The power of Amen

“ … G-d his G-d is with him and the homage 
to a king מלך is in him.”

It says in the Sefer Hagan: …and when he 
makes a blessing he must bless out loud 
so that his friend will answer Amen and if 
he does so, and if G-d forbid a curse had 
been decreed against him, then the curse 
turns into a blessing.

We find an allusion to this in this verse: 
We know that Bilaam wanted to curse 
the Children of Israel in the tiny period of 
time when G-d is “angry” every day. Since 
there is only time to say one word at this 
time Bilaam wanted to say “כַּלֵם” – Finish 
them off – but G-d changed the word “כַּלֵם” 
to the world “מלך”- King (with the same 
letters) as it says “בו מלך  .”ותרועת 
The numerology of the words “כַּלֵם” and 

 including 1 for) ”אמן“ are the same as ”מלך“
the word).
We learn from there that answering Amen 
turns a curse into a blessing, per the Sefer 
Hagan.
****

“How good are your tents O ‘Yakov….” (24,5)
These are the synagogues and study halls. 
(Sanhedrin) 
Hagaon Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Berlin (the 
NTZIV from Volozhin) was once asked how 
he could bear the noise of the learning 
that emanated from the Yeshiva building 
and how it did not bother him as he was 
living very close to the Yeshiva.
The Rabbi answered, “Did you ever hear 

Congregation Maghen Abraham
Thoughts:  Mayer Sasson
BALAK

COMMUNITY & EVENTS

the owner of a flour mill complain about 
the noise that the mill made? Surely he 
would not complain because the noise 
of the mill brings him tidings of his 
livelihood. On the contrary, it is just the 
sound of the flour mill that will make his 
sleep pleasant.”
“So too”, the Rabbi continued, “I am 
similar to the mill owner. The sound of 
Torah emanating from the mouths of the 
Yeshiva bachurim, this pleasant sound, 
is the source of my vibrancy and it gives 
me encouragement and strength, and is 
very pleasant to my ears. If, G-d forbid, this 
sound would stop, I would not be able to 
sleep amidst the terrible quietness that 
has been created.”      SHABBAT SHALOM!! 

Mazal Tov To

Our members, Grandparents, Simha & Maurice Peress; on the Bar 
Mitzvah of their twins, Maurice & André - Geneva.

Tuesday, July 6 | 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Sisterhood Super Tuesdays: Art Mural Tour Montreal 
Archie Fineberg, photographer & LAC graduate, will 
introduce us to the history of graffiti & street art in 
Montreal.    Members $10 - non-members $15.
Call office (514) 737-3695 or go to S&P website for the link.

Monday, August 2 | 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Professionalism: series of five presentations, featuring five 
groups of professionals.

Engineering and Architecture
Join Zoom ID 847 5180 5878 - Passcode: 168614

Monday, July 5 | 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Professionalism: series of five presentations, featuring five 
groups of professionals.

Legal (notary & lawyer)
Join Zoom ID 847 5180 5878 - Passcode: 168614

Tuesday, July 13 | 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Sisterhood Book Review: “The Man In The White Sharkskin 
Suit” by Lucette Lagnado. Reviewed by Rose Simon 
Schwartz.
Zoom ID 811 8002 1585 Password: SISBOOK

Monday, August 9 | 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Chai Mitzvah Program - Unit 5: Interpersonal Relationships
Individual reflection
  
Join on Zoom ID 526 438 1158 - Registration required.

Thursday, July 26 | 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Ten Paths to God - Unit 9: Kiddush Hashem - with Guest 
Panelists Rabbi Menahem White with daughter, Chana & 
Ephraim Heiliczer.

Zoom ID 846 5677 7165 / Password: 058194

Michael James Oiknine, son of our members, Connie & Meyer Oiknine, 
on his  graduation from Concordia University Gina Cody School of En-
gineering & Computer Science, with a degree in Computer Engineering.

Mazal Tov To


