
Services Schedule 

Horaire des Offices 
 

Our Week Day Services  
 

Services Schedule is as follows: 
 

SHAHRIT: 7:30 a.m. 
 Everyday Monday through Friday 

 
 

 

Sunday:  8:30 a.m. 

Afternoon/Evening Services: 

Minha/Arvit   6:00  
 

Join on Zoom ID:  914-650-9809 
 
 

————————————————————————————————————— 
 

 

————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Cemetery 
Following Sunday services, 

Mount-Royal Cemetery 
to recite weekly hashcabot. 

Send names of loved ones to: 
rabbi@thespanish.org 

 

————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Les Mercredi  - 18h45 

 

————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Thursdays - 6:45 p.m. 
FROM OUR SAGES  

 Zoom Meeting ID 914-650-9809 
 

 

Aish HaTorah

That essential message of 
the mitzvah of the "Four Spe-
cies" over which we recite a 
blessing on the festival 
of Sukkot is unity. In the 
words of the Midrash: 
 

The Citron has both a taste 
and an aroma; there are individuals who have 
both Torah learning and good deeds.... The date 
leaves have a taste but does not have an aroma; 
so, too, there are individuals who have Torah but 
do not have good deeds.... The myrle has an aro-
ma but not a taste; there are individuals who have 
good deeds but do not have Torah.... 
The willow has no taste and no aroma; so, too, 
there are individuals who do not have Torah and do 
not have good deeds.... Says G‑d: "Let them all 
bond together in one bundle and atone for each 
other." 
 

Our Sages point out that the Midrash is not just 
saying that "all are part of the Jewish people" or "all 
are precious in the eyes of G‑d"; it says that they 
"all atone for each other." This implies that each of 
the Four Kinds possesses something that the other 
three do not, and thus "atones" and compensates 
for that quality's absence in the other three. 
 

In other words, it is not just that it takes all kinds to 
make a people — it also takes all kinds to make a 
person. And Sukkot is the time when we bond with 
each other so that the other's qualities should rub 
off on ourselves. 
 

The Citron says: "I am perfect. I balance learning 
and doing in flawless equilibrium. In my life, 
knowledge and action do not overwhelm or       
displace one the other, but rather fulfill and comple-
ment each other." We all need to know that          
we possess the potential for such harmonious  
perfection, and that we each have those moments 
in our lives when we attain it. 
 

The Palm says: "I am utterly devoted to the pursuit 
of wisdom, awareness and self-knowledge. Action 

is also important, but my first priority is knowledge, 
even if this means withdrawing from involvement 
with the world." Here too, We need to know that 
there is the potential for such consummate 
knowledge in us, and that we each have those 
moments in our lives when we attain it. 
 

The myrtle says: "What our world needs is action. 
Knowledge and self-awareness are worthy goals, 
but I have a job to do. I need to build a better world 
— enlightenment may have to wait." This is some-
thing we all need to say, at least occasionally. We 
all need to know that our mission in life is to 
"Sanctify the mundane, make a worthy cause” and 
that there are times when the need for action takes 
precedence over everything else. 
 

The willow says: "I have nothing. I am nowhere 
near where I should be." This is something we all 
need to say, at least once in a lifetime. 
 

Sukkot is teaching us that, life and community life is 
multi layered. And the different parts of it, are all 
needed to create a single uniform self or communi-
ty. Not rejecting the differences but embracing 
them. To recite a blessing on the four species one 
must hold all four of them together, to shaking them 
in all six directions, and finally bring them back to 
one’s heart. 
 

 

     PREVENTIVE MEASURES FOR SAFE PLACES OF WORSHIP             MESURES DE PRÉVENTION POUR DES LIEUX DE CULTE SÉCURITAIRES 

• Maintain 2 metres distance when arriving & leaving and 1.5 meters 

when in your place. 

• Sneeze & cough into your elbow or tissue & discard immediately. 
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Famille Amzallag, à la mémoire de Victoria Amzallag ז״ל״ ״. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

in memory of Albert Haroun Shouker  זל. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Robert Meer, in memory of his father, Yousif Meer  זל. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Danielle Benchimol Mashaal, in honour of Drs. Samia & Sabah Bekhor. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Moïse Bassal, à la mémoire de Rahel Halabi  זל. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Famille Attia, à la mémoire de Sultana Attia  זל. 
 

 .זל 

Famille Gozlan, à la mémoire de David Elkaïm  זל. 

CHEVRA SHAAS 
ADATH JESHURUN  
HADRATH KODESH 

SHEVET ACHIM 
CHAVERIM KOL YISRAEL 

D’BET ABRAHAM 
CONGREGATION 

   PROGRAMME DU BEIT HAMIDRASH    
PROGRAMME QUOTIDIEN - HOK LEISRAËL - ZOOM ID: 5264381158   

WORDS  FROM  RABBI  WHITE  
1 SUKKOT 5781  

 

In the last several months, we have heard of 
organizations that have a moral grievance, but 
they have created protest demonstrations that 
have led to looting and violence. 
 

Is it acceptable to protest a moral cause by 
immoral means? An observation by my great 
teacher, Rav Soloveitchik, zt”l, might help to 
answer that question. 
 

It is well known that there are 2 types of Bibli-
cal laws: chuqim and mishpatim . The former, 
the chuqim, are usually understood as laws 
that seem, at first glance, to have no rational 
reason: such as the prohibition of pork or 
wearing of sha`atnez. The latter, the mishpa-
tim, are understood to mean the apparently 
rational, universal laws: such as the prohibi-
tion of stealing. 
 

But the Rav said that there is an area that he 
called the “periphery” of mishpatim.   That is: 
everyone knows that stealing is wrong. But a 
person might think that there are certain times 
when stealing might be allowed. Jewish law 
comes to teach us that we cannot rationalize 
to that extent. 
 

As the Rav said “the entire structure of morali-
ty would collapse should society actually per-
mit the violation of these aspects. The Torah 
thus tells us ...that in order to meticulously 
observe the mishpatim, which form the very 
foundation of civilized society, the community 
must be trained to observe chuqim as well as 
mishpatim.” That is why, at the conclusion of 
the Torah reading for Yom Kippur at mincha, 
the Torah places the observance of chuqim 
before that of mishpatim.  In other words, you 
can’t take the law into your own hands. 
 

This seems to me to be an important issue. 
But for the time being, let’s just concentrate on 
having a happy Sukkot. Chag sameah. 
 

Shabbat shalom 

SUCCOT 
 

"I have an easy mitzvah and it's called Succah" (Gemara Avoda Zara 3) 
 

An easy mitzvah   Our Sages say in the gemara that in the Future to Come the gentiles of the world 
will, as if, argue with G-d and say: Why are the Children of Israel different that only they deserve 
reward in the World to Come? 
 

After G-d will prove to them that the Children of Israel fulfilled the entire Torah, the gentiles will say to 
him, "Master of the Universe, give us (Torah) in advance and we will fulfill it." G-d will say to them, 
"He who toiled for the Sabbath will eat on the Sabbath. He who did not toil for the Sabbath, from 
what will he eat on the Sabbath?" However, I have an easy mitzvah, it's called Succah – Go do that. 
 

The gemara continues: Immediately each one of them (the gentiles) takes one and goes and makes 
a succah on the top of his roof. G-d brings a hot sun upon them like in the summer and each one 
kicks the succah and leaves. 
 

All the interpreters wondered on that which is written. In making a succah there are expenses and 
toil no less than in the fulfillment of other mitzvahs in the Torah. Why did G-d call the succah "an 
easy mitzvah" Why does G-d test the gentiles specifically with the mitzvah of succah and not with 
another mitzvah? Why does G-d make it difficult for the gentiles and bring out a hot sun like in the 
summer so that they run away from the succah? 
 

We can explain all of this according to the wonderful introduction of Rav Chaim of Volozhin zt'l in his 
sefer Nefesh Hachahim where it says that when a Jew takes upon himself to fulfill a specific mitvah, 
immediately, before he has even done it, a light called "an encompassing light" surrounds him from 
all sides and helps him fulfill and complete the mitzvah that he took upon himself. 
 

We learn something new: the minute a person takes upon himself to perform a specific mitzvah, an 
"encompassing light" that stems from that mitzvah encompasses him and helps him complete the 
mitzvah without any disturbance from the Evil Inclination. That is why before we perform a mitzvah 
we say "lishem yichud….. I hereby come to perform the mitzvah of…."- for thereby the 
"encompassing light" encompasses us and helps us fulfill the mitzvah totally. 
 

Shabbat Shalom & Hag Sukkot Sameah  
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 MAJOR DONORS PROGRAM 

The Spanish & Portuguese has recently begun a fundraising program  
whereby our goal is to raise $1.5 Million over 3 years to help fund  

our activities, programs, and events.  
 

We are pleased to announce the following congregants who have made  
very generous 3-Year donations: 

« » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « »
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 SPANISH & PORTUGUESE ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN 

With deep gratitude, we acknowledge the following generous donors who are  
supporting the operations, activities, and welfare of our synagogue.  

« » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « » « »

It is a great Mitzvah to beautify the Sukkah 

and decorate it as much as possible by adorn-

ing it with beautiful vessels and illuminating it 

with fine lights. The Mystics write that by hon-

oring the Sukkah with fine lighting, one’s soul 

will merit resting peacefully in Gan Eden; 

one’s performance of this Mitzvah with pure 

intention and in a beautiful manner will directly 

impact the kind of Sukkah that will be made 

for one’s soul in Gan Eden. 
 

Conditions for Valid Sechach   The Torah 

states (Devarim 16): “You shall make for your-

self a holiday of Sukkot when you gather [the 

produce] from your granaries and wineries.” 

Our Sages learned from here (Sukkah 12a) 

that one should make the Sechach out of 

things gathered from granaries and wineries, 

i.e. the waste from granaries and wineries, 

such as straw, hay, twigs, or empty clusters of 

grapes and the like. 
 

Similarly, the book of Nechemia (Chapter 8) 

states that the leaders of the nation told the 

Jewish people: “Go out to the mountain and 

bring olive branches, branches of an oily tree, 

myrtle branches, palm branches, and branch-

es of a thick tree in order to make Sukkot as it 

is written.” Our Sages learned from here that 

in order to be valid, the Sechach must meet 

three requirements: 
 

It must grow from the ground, it must be de-

tached from the ground, and it must be some-

thing that is incapable of becoming im-

pure.Thus, one may not use any type of metal 

as Sechach, as metal does not grow from the 

ground. Similarly, one may not use tree 

branches that are attached to the ground, for 

only things that are detached from the ground 

may be used as Sechach. Additionally, one 

may not use foods or vessels (even if they are 

made from wood) as Sechach, for these 

things can become impure. Even if one co-

vers his Sukkah with valid Sechach and only 

places invalid Sechach on top of that, the 

Sukkah is invalid. Therefore, if one builds a 

valid Sukkah but it is under a neighbor’s bal-

cony, the Sukkah is most certainly invalid. 

 

Rabbi Maimon Pinto 
 

       Supporter                 Friend  


