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Hollow at the Center:
Thoughts for Parashat Shemot
By Rabbi Marc D. Angel

“And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all
that generation. And the children of Israel were
fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multi-
plied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the
land was filled with them” (Shemot 1:6-7).

As long as Joseph and his generation flour-
ished, the children of Israel flourished. Amaz-
ingly, though, no sooner had that generation
died off than the situation of the Israelites dete-
riorated dramatically.

We do not know the names of any Israelite
leaders in the generation immediately after
Joseph’s death. We know nothing about the
Israelites’ communal organization, religious life,
or social structure. The Torah gives us just a
brief glimpse of that generation, and it only
speaks of quantity: the Israelites multiplied
tremendously... “‘the land was filled with them.”

What happened? Why was there no smooth
transition of leadership from one generation to the
next? Why did no one emerge as a national lead-
er? Why did this vast number of people so easily
become enslaved by Pharaoh? Where were their
leaders, their statesmen, their warriors?

The Torah does not give a direct answer to
these questions. But it does give an indirect
answer.

In describing that generation, the Torah speaks
only of quantity, not quality. It uses many words
to tell us how numerous the Israelites were; it
says nothing about the inner life of the people.

The message: the Israelites saw themselves in
terms of quantity, not quality. They were afflu-

ent; they were successful; they filled the land
with their presence and their influence. As they
became self-absorbed with their material sta-
tus, they lost sight of their spiritual foundations.
When a nation defines its success by its num-
bers, when it forgets its spiritual content—it is a
nation on the verge of disintegration.

Sometimes, we see nations or communities or
institutions that appear so very strong. They
count many members. They erect great build-
ings. They issue glitzy press releases in praise
of their numeric strength and their wealth.

But these same nations, communities or institu-
tions have lost sight of their raison d’etre. While
their founders were idealistic and courageous,
the new generations have lost that spiritual dy-
namism. They have sunk into the morass of
quantity, and they have forfeited the demand for
quality. They appear strong—just as the numer-
ous Israelites appeared to Pharaoh. But they are
internally very weak. They produce no visionary
leaders to guide them; they produce no coura-
geous leaders to wage their battles. They simply
have forgotten why they came into existence in
the first place...and they fall into slavery all too
easily.

In “Atlas Shrugged” by Ayn Rand, there is a
passage about a boy who loved a great oak
tree. “He felt safe in the oak tree’s presence; it
was a thing that nothing could change or threat-
en; it was his greatest symbol of strength.” But
one night, lightning struck the oak tree, splitting
it in two. The next morning, the boy saw the
fallen oak which had been rotten from within. In
place of its core, it had hollowed out and had
become frail. “The trunk was only an empty
shell; its heart had rotted away long ago; there
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was nothing inside.... the living power had gone, and the shape it
left had not been able to stand without it.” Once the tree’s core
turned rotten, it was doomed to break when a storm would hit it.

There are countries, communities, institutions—and people—who
are like the oak tree in this story. They have the appearance of
grandness and power; but they are rotting within. They gradually
erode and become hollow. When they fall, people suddenly realize
how badly they had been deceived by relying on quantity rather
than quality.

In our world, it can be confusing to distinguish between a solid oak
and an oak which is rotting at its core. Yet, if we cannot tell the
difference, we are destined to great suffering and disillusionment.

The Torah reminds us not to judge success or strength by external
numerical standards. The Israelites were not strong even though
they multiplied in prodigious numbers. A hollow oak tree is not
strong even if it is ancient and massive.

No nation, community, institution or individual can be deemed to be
strong unless the inner life is healthy.
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Bring Your Games
Wednesdays
January 22 - March 25, 2020
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$5 per session Sisterhood members
$7 non members
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Fulfill the Mitzvah of
Mishloach Manot!

Order your Purim baskets today

Deadline: Thursday February 27, 2020

Price: $50

Phone: (514)737-3695 ext. 109
or follow the link online
www.thespanish.org/sisterhood/purim
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Tu B’Shevat celebration

Monday February 10th at 2:00 PM in the Battat Hall
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True Value

of your Possessions

Enjoy an informative and entertaining presentation by Morris Zimelstern,
Antiquarian and Lecturer
"True Values of Personal Property: Antiques, Jewelry, Collectibles
in Today's Marketplace.”

An exchange of ideas and experiences to follow

Dried fruits, tea and cookies will be served.
$5 Charge
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Shabbat 21 Tevet - 18 janvier
Famille Kakon a la mémoire de leur pére Joseph Kakon 3.

Sunday 22 Tevet - January 19
Dr. Samia Bekhor & Amy Hadid, in memory of their mother, Selima Nissan Zubaida .

Sunday 22 Tevet - January 19
Sachs Families, in memory of Oscar Rahamin Sachs 1.
Monday 23 Tevet - January 20
Michel & Lina Cohen, in honour of their Children.
Monday 23 Tevet - January 20
Rosette Rossano, in memory of her father, Rav. Jais Revah %3.

Tuesday 24 Tevet - January 21
David Gabbay, in memory of his mother, Renée Gabbay ®"1.

Jeudi 24 Tevet - 21 Janvier
Marie Miriam Benhaim Schad, a la mémoire de sa mére, Rachel Benhaim %",

Thursday 24 Tevet - January 21
Jane Kattan, in memory of her father, Sulman Y. Sheeri ®"3.

Thursday 24 Tevet - January 21
Rina & Zion Totah, in memory of her father, Yosef Benisti ben Rina %7,

Mercredi 25 Tevet - 22 janvier
Yaer Oliel, 4 la mémoire de sa mére, Mazal Tov Oliel »”3.

Wednesday 25 Tevet - January 22
Khazzam Children & Families, in memory of Ezra Khazzam %1,

Thursday 26 Tevet - January 23
Nusbaum Family, in memory of their mother, Viviane Nusbaum »"1.

Thursday 26 Tevet - January 23
Linda Aboody, in memory of her mother, Flora Aboody >"3.

Friday 27 Tevet - January 24
Mr. & Mrs. Simantob Darwish, in memory of Sarah bat Mazal »"3.

HALAKHA o5

When a man is called to the Torah, he is called by his Jewish name and
his father’s Jewish name. In Yemenite and some Sephardic communi-
ties, the name is not called out; rather, the announcement “Ya’amod
Kohen” (“Kohen, please rise”) is called out, and the man whom the gab-
bai had designated for this honour approaches the Torah.

When a man’s mother is Jewish but his father is a gentile, he should be
called up by his maternal grandfather’s name. Some authorities say he
should be called “ben Avraham,” “the son of [our Patriarch] Abraham.”

Shabbat Shalom, Rabbi Avi Eskinazi
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MAZAL TOV TO:

Alisa Oiknine, on passing her CPA exam. Congratulations to proud parents, Meyer & Connie Oiknine.
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AWARENESS
ACCEPTANCE

SHABBAT

with special guest speaker
Sam Benamron
from Physio Verdun

February 8th, 2020

The Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue
4894 Avenue St Kevin, Montréal QC, H3W 1P2
8:30am Services - Followed by Kiddush
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organized by the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue of Montreal

W‘ﬁ HAVDALAH PROGRAM

JEWISH
DISABILITY
AWARENESS
ACCEPTANCE %%
INCLUSION &30

featuring the Montreal Sk
Included: Documentary
Panel Q & A wi
Cantor
Director and Co-founder of The Montreal Shira Choir
Sam Benamron
Physio-Verdun - Entreprise Inclusive

February 8th, 2020 - 7:00pm
The Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue
4894 Avenue St Kevin, Montréal QC, H3W 1P2
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organized by the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue of Montreal

For more info please contact Cantor Daniel Benlolo or Muriel Suissa Benlolo

at 514-737-3695 or muriel.suissa@hotmail.com

OUR SHABBAT KIDDUSH I1s CO-SPONSORED BY/EST OFFERT PAR:

Vivian & David Gabbay, in memory of his mother, Renee Dangoor Gabbay z’l;
Dr. Samia Bekhor &L Amy Hadid, in memory of their mother, Salima Nissan Zubaida z’l;

and will be held in Aintabi Hall.

OUR SEUDAH SHLISHIT IS SPONSORED BY/EST OFFERT PAR:
The Congregation,
and will be held in Battat Hall.

OUR SHABBAT BULLETIN IS SPONSORED BY/EST OFFERT PAR:

Linda Aboody, in memory of her mother, Flora Aboody z’l.
Sylvia Mashal, in memory of her father, Abraham Isaac Mashal z’L.
Selim Moghrabi, in memory of his father, Abraham Moghrabi z’L.
Daisy, Stella & Alyssa Shahin, in memory of son, husband, father & grandfather, Sammy Shahin z’L.

Eruv Hotline
TO CONTRIBUTE, CHECK ERUV STATUS, VIEW MAP:
WWW.ERUVMONTREAL.ORG (514) 418-6892 ERUVMONTREAL@GMAIL.COM



