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Parashat Yitro - Rabbi Maimon Pinto
MOMENT OF CHOICE

This week, we read parshat Yitro which contains
the Giving of the Torah and the Ten Command-
ments. The revelation of G-d at Mount Sinai is
definitely the central event in the history of the
Jewish people throughout the generations. It is the
historic turning point that transformed us from a
nation of liberated slaves into an eternal people.

Let us stop a moment to think. What exactly
changed at Mattan Torah (giving of the Torah)?
What happened when the Jewish people stood at
the foot of Sinai? Weren't we connected to Ha-
shem before this happened? Didn't our unique
relationship with Hashem begin in the era of the
patriarch: Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov?

An inner connection between two people can exist
on many levels. The stronger their bond, the more
substantive, significant and eternal it becomes. For
example, you cannot compare the relationship
between a teacher and student and a father and
son. You don't relate to a work colleague the way
you do to a child or spouse. Each of our relation-
ships has a certain place in our heart and soul,
depending on how significant it is to us.

Until Mattan Torah, the relationship between Hashem
and the Jewish people was like the bond between a
father and son. At Mattan Torah, something new
occurred. Hashem chose the Jewish people and they,
in return, chose Hashem for eternity!

What makes the act of choosing that took place at
Mattan Torah superior to the father-son relationship
that existed since the era of the patriarch? Jewish
tradition explains that true choice means choosing
without a reason, beyond any rationale. It is not a
choice associated with anything in particular. It is
not based on logic which limits choice. When man
wants something and chooses it with true choice

that is beyond any reason, that means that the
desire for that thing emanates from the innermost,
deepest part of the soul. That is why this desire is
stronger than anything else and is unlimited in its
intensity. Since it does not derive from any defining
categorization or inclination, there is nothing to limit
it and there is nothing that can determine the meas-
ure of its power. This is the deepest, most powerful
desire in creation. This is why the love that derives
from free choice is a completely essential love, an
absolutely unlimited love.

The relationship between father and son is in fact
a very deep bond, a bond is generally associated
with a lot of love, a strong bond, but one that can
be undermined. The son can become alienated
from his father and the father can ignore his son.
LONG-TERM CHOICE

This difference between the before and after Mat-
tan Torah also explains an interesting fact about
the difference between the redemption of Egypt
and the future redemption. The Medrash (Shemos
Rabba 14,3) says that there were Jews in Egypt
who refused to leave. They were comfortable in
exile and they decided to stay. Sadly, those Jews
died during the three days of Darkness.

In the future redemption , every single Jew will be
redeemed! The Yalkut Shimoni (Yeshaya 60,
remez 499) describes a dialogue that will take
place between Hashem and Mashiach in which the
latter will strongly demand that Hashem redeem
every single Jew, leaving no one behind. Hashem
warns him that this will cost him dearly, “With their
sins, in the future your tongue will cleave to your
palate, do you want this?" Mashiach responds to
the challenge,“Master of the universe, | joyfully
accept it so that not one Jew is lost.”

This is similar to the famous explanation of the
Rabbis in response to the Wicked Son on the night
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Arvit 5:45
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Sunday/Dimanche 8:00 5:15
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Wednesday/Mercredi 7:00  5:15
Thursday/Jeudi 7:00 5:15
Friday/Vendredi 7:00 5:15
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Quote of the Week

My concern is not whether God is on
our side; my greatest concern is to be
on God's side, for He is always right.

— Abraham Lincoln
Aish HaTorah
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Parashat Yitro - Cont’d.

of the Seder, “If he would have been there, he would not have been re-
deemed” - there, in Egypt (in the period before Mattan Torah), he would not
have been redeemed, but in the future redemption, after Mattan Torah, he
will also be redeemed. Why? The bond between father and son that existed
before Mattan Torah could recede to a latent state so that it was possible for
a real rift between them. The desire of many of the Jewish people to remain
in Egypt was an obstruction to this bond. It displayed the desire to discon-
nect, a desire to be freed from the burdens of this relationship. “Man's desire
is his honor” - they got what they wanted and remained behind.

After Mattan Torah, after there was a mutual bond of free “essential” choice
between the two parties, it is impossible to separate them. No thing, event,
feeling or alienation can separate between the two choosers. They are unit-
ed in an eternal bond which is expressed in infinite love, which does not
allow for any interference as a result of sins! This is why, in the future re-

demption, every Jew, as he is, will be redeemed!

This is also the reason why, the future redemption is called the true and
complete. Jewish philosophy explains that the word “emet - truth” does not
just mean “not a lie.” Even something correct and true, which is limited to a
certain situation and time, is not complete truth. Only something which is
stable and correct under all circumstances is utterly true!Based on this, we
understand that as long as the redemption is limited to one part of the na-
tion, it is not true and complete. Only the future redemption is called “true
and complete” because it will be the redemption of all the Jewish people,
without exception.

In life, there are many situations in which we need to choose . Let us make

the right choice, the eternal choice, the choice which we already made at
Mount Sinai, and choose Hashem, His Torah and mitzvot!

PORIM

Fulfill the Mitzvah of
Mishloach Manot!

Order your Purim bhaskets today

Deadline: Thursday February 27, 2020

Price: $50

Phone: (514)737-3695 ext. 109
or follow the link online
www.thespanish.org/sisterhood/purim
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L’Dor Vador Challah Bake
wJust Us Qirnkls...

Women’s Health XPrevention

Guest Speaker

Jennifer bdulezer Mashaal

Dietitian & Nutritionist

t ws gg, Thursday May 7, 2020
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@ - 19:00-21:00
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4894 St-Kevin, Montreal
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$36 age 26 plus
$30 Sisterhood Members
10% of all proceeds will be donated to Hope & Cope
Bake 2 Challahs— 1 for you and

$18 18-25
1 for Hope & Cope’s meal program (Kerry’s Kitchen)
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Must be 18 to register. Follow the link to register and/or sponsor
http://www.thespanish.org/sisterhood/challah-bake-2020
or call the Spanish & Portuguese at 514-737-3695 ext 109
Deadline to register is Tuesday April 21° 2020

IT'S THIS SATURDAY NIGHT!
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HOW THE
LIGHT GETS
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Morgane Clément-Gagnon
art exhibition inspired
by Leonard Cohen
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A VERNISSAGE, HAVDALLAH
PROGRAM AND SUCCESS STORY
A YASP & Moishe House Montreal ALL-IN-ONE
Event

for Young Adults in their 20s and 30s
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Portuguese Synagogue

The Global Nacéo:
Spanish & Portuguese
Global Jewish Community

%)/4 May 11-13, 2020
=" Center for Jewish History
= 15 W 16th St.

New York, NY 10011

The ASF Institute of Jewish Experience’s 3 annual conference will focus on
Western Sephardi (Spanish & Portuguese) traditions in their historical &
modern-day contexts through an examination of the history, religious
leaders, customs, liturgy, literature, arts and material culture.
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Day 1 | Liturgical concert - Congregation Shearith Israel
Day 2 | Academic sessions & performance
Day 3 | Academic sessions & Tour of Shearith Israel’s cemetery

For those interested, contact Rabbi Maimon Pinto at:
rabbimpinto@thespanish.org who will direct you to the
right person & register directly.
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WUANRIDT WHTRAS N2 Beit Hamidrash Helwani CHEVRA SHAAS

mws eanp-Parnass Hashana 712257 O19e-Parnass Hakavod ADATH JESHURUN
Joseph & Betty Nezri Mayer & Muriel Sasson HADRATH KODESH
In Honour of Rabbi Cantor Yehuda Abittan SHEVET ACHIM
CHAVERIM KOL YISRAEL
PROGRAMME QUOTIDIEN - HOK LEISRAEL COURS DE TORAH D’BET ABRAHAM
DIM.-VEN. APRES SHAHRIT - 45 MIN.-RABBI MAIMON PINTO MERCREDI SOIR 19H30 - RABBI MAIMONPINTO CONGREGATION

PARNASS HAYOM =157 9492

Shabbat 20 Shevat - 15 février i
Armand Mamane en ’honneur de sa Famille. Schachris 9:15

Sunday 21 Sheyat - February 16
Dr. Joshua Haimovici, in memory of Yehoshua ben Yossef %3

Tuesday 23 Shevat - February 18

f SHABBOS, FEBRUARY 15“‘\

Afternoon / evening services:
Minchah 12:35

Yaacov Haimovici, in honour of his mother, Adele Haimovici bat Garraz. WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday 24 Shevyat - February 19 February 16 - 21, 2020
Richard Saleh, in memory of his mother, Rosa Saleh 1.
Jeudi 25 Shevat - 20 féyrier Shachris  Minchah
Famille Abitbol & la mémoire de leur pére Haim Abitbol 7. Maariv
Albert Abitbol a la mémoire de son pére Haim Abitbol %"s. Sunday 8:00 5:15
Friday 26 Sheyat - February 21 gienday fids S
Joseph Ovadia & Family, in memory of his father, Sasson Ovadia »”: Tuesday 6:45 5:15
’ ’ ' Wednesday  6:45 5:15
Thursday 6:45 5:15

Qiday 6:45 5:15 j
HALAKHA e SHABBOS KIDDUSH IS CO-SPONSORED BY:

Question: Is one able to annul harsh edicts decreed upon himself with the power of his prayers? 4(41551' Menahem & Mrs. 'W/iite,
Answer: The Mishnah in Pirkei Avot (Chapter 1, Mishnah 7) states: “Nittai of Arbel said: Distance yourself from an evil neigh- . .

bor, do not befriend a wicked person, and do not give up during tribulations.” in memory of his mother,

The Rambam explains that this Mishnah means to teach us that even when one is in the midst of trials and tribulations, one Ann ( Cﬁamlaﬁ) .S‘Iiapiro White 2’
should not give up praying to Hashem on his own behalf, for Hashem's mercy is boundless as the verse states, “Indeed,

Hashem's hand is not too short to save and Hashem'’s salvation comes at the blink of an eye.”

In Melachim Il (Chapter 20), the verse states regarding Chizkiyahu, King of Yehuda, who was an extremely righteous king who
disseminated Torah among the Jewish nation in extraordinary ways: “In those days, Chizkiyahu became deathly ill; Yeshayahu
son of Amotz came to him and said, ‘So says Hashem: Prepare your household, for you shall die and you shall not live!”
Yeshayahu the prophet was informing King Chizkiyahu that a death sentence was already decreed upon him from Above. The
Gemara in Masechet Berachot (10a) explains that what Yeshayahu meant to tell him was, “For you shall die,” referring to
death in this world, “And you shall not live,” referring to death in the World to Come. This means that Yeshayahu was telling
him that not only was mortal death decreed upon him because of his actions, but he would be eternally punished in the World
to Come as a result of his deeds.

King Chizkiyahu asked him, “Why was it decreed that | be punished to such an extent?” Yeshayahu replied, “Because you
have not brought children to the world.” This is because Chizkiyahu had not gotten married, for he did not wish to bear children
since he saw a divine vision that he would bear wicked children. Yeshayahu scolded him, “Why are you involving yourself in
what Hashem has concealed from you? Do what you were commanded to do!”

Chizkiyahu answered, “If so, allow me to marry your daughter so that our joint merits may enable us to bear righteous chil-
dren.” Yeshayahu the prophet told him, “The decree has already been sealed,” meaning that anything you do now will be futile.
King Chizkiyahu replied, “Son of Amotz, finish your prophecy and leave! | have a tradition handed down from my ancestors
that even if one has a sharp sword laying on his throat, he should not hold back from requesting Hashem's mercy!”

The verse continues: “He turned his face towards the wall and he prayed to Hashem: ‘Please Hashem! Remember how | have
walked before You truthfully and whole-heartedly and how | have done good in Your eyes! Chizkiyahu wept a great weeping.”
Immediately afterwards, Hashem reappeared to Yeshayahu the prophet and told him: “Return to Chizkiyahu, officer of my
nation, and tell him: ‘So says Hashem, G-d of your father David: | have heard your prayer and seen your tears; | shall heal you!
On the third day ascend to the House of Hashem and | shall add fifteen years to your life.”

Hagaon Harav Shmuel Yaffe explains (in his commentary Yeffe Mar'eh on Chapter 9 of Masechet Berachot in the Talmud 7 -
Yerushalmi) when Chizkiyahu said that he has a tradition “from his ancestors,” this refers to King Yehoshafat about whom the ' =
verse states (Melachim |, Chapter 22), “And Yehoshafat cried out and Hashem helped him.” When Yehoshafat waged war

against Aram, the enemy’s cavalry had caught him and had already placed a sword at his throat (see Yerushalmi ibid.) at Shabbat Shalom
which point he cried out to Hashem and Hashem indeed saved him.

We can learn from here how much we must strengthen ourselves in prayer, for the power of prayer is extremely great and b

Hashem who hears all prayers shall not return one’s prayer empty-handed. n 1 w n : w

SHABBAT SHALOM, RABBI MAIMON PINTO




COME JOIN US i

THE SPANISH & PORTUGUESE SYNAGOGUE i

ADULT
MEN’S
CHOIR

—I1S SEEKING NEW MEMBERS—

REGISTER
TODAY!

a

AGES 7-12

Join Cantor Benlolo in beautifying our
Shabbat Services and Special Occasions

= SINGING AND LEARNING NEW SONGS AND PRAYERS =
= PIZZA & DRINKS =
AND IT'S FREE!

Every Monday 4:30-5:30pm
CONTACT INFO

CANTOR ‘DANNY’ BENLOLO
cantorbenlolo@thespanish.org
514.737.3685 X 106
4894 ST. KEVIN, MONTREAL, QC, H3W 1P2
WWW.THESPANISH.ORG

Directed by Cantor Daniel Benlolo
514-737-3695 ext 106 or cell 514-892-2859
cantorbenlolo@thespanish.org

The Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue

OUR CONDOLENCES To:
Arie & Osnath Bettan, on the loss of his father, David Bettan z'l.

ToRAH CLASS
with André Rotchel - Shabbat after Kiddush - Beit Hamidrash 1- 2 p.m.

Sisterhood _GAME DAY
i Bring Your Games
Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue Wednesdays

January 22 - March 25, 2020
1:00pm - 4:00pm

Canasta| Makhjongg | Bridge

Backgamman

$5 per session Sisterhood members
> $7 non members

Join us for the Daf Hayomi Talmudic Class

Sunday - Thursday after evening services. Presented by Rabbi Shalom Abish
For more information contact Rabbi Pinto at rabbi@thespanish.org

OUR SHABBAT KIDDUSH I1s SPONSORED BY/EST OFFERT PAR:
The Friends of the Congregation,
and will be held in Aintabi Hall.
OUR SEUDAH SHLISHIT IS SPONSORED BY/EST OFFERT PAR:
The Congregation, and will be held in Battat Hall.

OUR SHABBAT BULLETIN IS SPONSORED BY/EST OFFERT PAR:
Albert Abitbol Family, in memory of Haim Abitbol z’L.
Gladys Kattan & Edward Daoud & Families, in memory of their father, Joseph Daoud z’l.
Eruv Hotline
TO CONTRIBUTE, CHECK ERUV STATUS, VIEW MAP:
WWW.ERUVMONTREAL.ORG (514) 418-6892 ERUVMONTREAL@GMAIL.COM
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