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My Two Shekels
Schedule of Services
Friday, November 6
Led by Barry Goldfarb
Saturday, November 7
Led by Cantor Allen
Torah: Vayera
Friday, November 13
Led by Janet Aaronson & Cookie Kabakoff
Saturday, November 14
Led by Stuart Snow
Torah: Chayei Sara
Friday, November 20
Led by Cantor Allen
Saturday, November 21
Led by Lisa Rein
Torah: Toldot
Friday, November 27
Led by Stephanie Posner
Saturday, November 28
Led by Cantor Allen
Torah: Vayetzei

My roommates: Shana, Emerson, and Shoshi!

Torah Study
Monday Mornings
10:30 AM
on Zoom
RSVP to
stusnow@aol.com

With the High Holiday season now behind us, we’ve got a breather until we celebrate the
next major Jewish Festival holiday – Pesach. Six months ago, we all made it through our online
Seders as best we could, and now we are all seasoned Zoomers when it
comes to virtual celebrations and observances. But that’s small comfort
when we think about the fact that yet another big family gathering will,
for many of us, be remote.
Although not a Jewish holiday, Thanksgiving has some similarities
to Sukkot, both being harvest holidays, both reminding us that gratitude
is woven into the fabric of all our celebrations. This year, it’s going to
take some extra effort to drum up that holiday cheer when, as of this
writing, Covid cases are once again spiking, and we are still unable to
gather together as we once did.
If you are fortunate enough to have family close by and are planning
safe, socially-distanced get-togethers, that alone is a reason to give
thanks! Richard and I really struggled with the idea of going to Chicago to spend Thanksgiving
with my mom, sister, and her family, and Preston. Emily and Jesse were willing to drive there.
But it would mean that Jeremy and Sam, as well as Richard and I, would have to fly… and then
quarantine until we were able to get Covid tests when we arrived….and then have
Thanksgiving dinner outside in my sister’s backyard, which is a big gamble in Chicago at the
end of November unless you don’t mind a little frostbite with your pumpkin pie…not to
mention the fact that 2 of her 3 kids are college students and who knows what they might bring
home…..and……well you get the picture. We decided to stay put.
Now I’ve tried to remain positive and to keep all of you focused on all of the blessings that
have come our way over the past 7 months. We’ve still been able to connect with each other,
have services, learn together, even have social gatherings online. We’ve been able to have
virtual celebrations with others from across the country and the world. We’ve witnessed
beautiful acts of selflessness and generosity, and we’ve all hopefully been able to grow as
mindful, self-aware human beings who are more sensitive, and willing to respond to injustice
in the world.
But as Kohellet would say, there is a time for everything under the sun. And I think it’s
also important to acknowledge what we miss, and feel that sense of loss. I am really going to
miss being with my family this year. I will miss not making chocolate chip banana pancakes
and hot chocolate for everyone on Thanksgiving morning as we all gather to watch the Macy’s
Parade together. I will miss the stress of coming up with exciting new vegetarian recipes that
they will love so much they won’t even miss having a real turkey. I will miss watching them
pretend that they love the vegan turkey even more than the real one. I will miss watching
Miracle on 34th Street with everyone after dinner, because, hey, it begins on Thanksgiving
Day, and it’s just so darn heartwarming. Sure, I can do all those things this year, but it won’t be
the same without them here – or us there.
But there will also be a time when we will be able to do all those things together again. I
hope that time will be next year. And in the meantime, we’ll Zoom into each others’
Thanksgiving meals, maybe even share screen Miracle on 34th street, and give thanks that we
are, hopefully, at this moment, safe and well. And Dayeinu – that will be enough. More than
enough. Because if this pandemic has taught us anything, it’s that life is precious, and scary,
and joyful, and hard, all at the same time, and we are learning, one day at a time, to embrace it
all.
- Cantor Sheri Allen
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From The President
With the High Holy Days now weeks behind us, I wish to
commend the efforts of our Cantor and Ritual Committee. This
pandemic forced them to approach our services in new ways,
as there was no precedent to fall back on. Yes, we have held
Shabbat services on Zoom for several
months now, however, the Days of Awe with
the required additional prayers, different
nusach, and length of each service required
a different approach.
Because our services went off so
seamlessly, I do not think most of us grasp
how challenging a task this was. While
Sheri always works tirelessly, with love,
commitment, and scholarly rigor to make
each service meaningful, the HHDs required taking this to a
whole new level. Our Cantor worked every weekday since
May to develop services that would work on a virtual format
and that would still be spiritually inspiring. The care she took
to organize the services, choose readings that would be
relevant and elevating, respond to particular needs and
requests, and to write sermons that addressed the
congregation's concerns while still conveying ethical, Jewish
content, was enormous. Her passion and love for our faith and
our community were apparent to anyone participating and we
owe her a debt of gratitude.
Also worthy of our gratitude is our Ritual Committee,
chaired by Jordan Zadwick. Jordan worked tirelessly with
Sheri behind the scenes, creating the links, the screen shared
material, the beautiful Yizkor Memorial Book, and performed
the duties as Zoom administrator, allowing Cantor Allen to
concentrate on the services at hand. Once the committee
(comprised of Lisa Rein, Martine Thomas, Cookie Kabakoff,
Janet Aaronson, and Barry Goldfarb) met to designate the
readings, Lisa and Martine oversaw the communication of said
readings with our community to ensure that each accepted,
found replacements if not, and communicated repeatedly to
make sure that each knew when their reading would take place.
While not on the Ritual Committee, Randy San Antonio is
to be thanked for printing the additional copies of our
supplemental reading booklet, ensuring that every family had
a copy.
Finally, thank you to everyone who made a pledge to our
annual HHD Appeal. Because of you, we exceeded our goal,
helping to sustain our congregation and realize our priorities
for another year. I am continually amazed and gratified by the
- Stuart Snow
President, Congregation Beth Shalom

The
Ritual Life
I hope that everyone had a wonderful HHD season this year!
It was a new experience for all of us but we had a great turnout and
enjoyed all the new faces that were able to join in thanks to the
remote offering via ZOOM. My hope is that next year, as B"H, we
meet again for HHD in the Synagogue, we can
still offer remote services for our friends around
the globe to again, attend with us.
I want to thank Cantor Allen, the Ritual
Committee, and all of those who co-hosted and
screen shared throughout the way. I want to thank
specifically from the Ritual Committee, Lisa
Rein, Martine Thomas, and Janet Aronson who
helped with several time-sensitive projects
relating to assisting me with the HHD this year.
They jumped in without hesitation and were
extremely helpful!
As we look forward past this year's HHD and into the new
year, we have many hopes... one of which is a successful vaccine
for COVID-19 as well as additional and successful treatment
options so we can once again fellowship together in our very own
Synagogue without fear or major risk. At the same time, as I am
included as one of many of our membership in the high-risk
category if they were to catch COVID, I am thankful to our
COVID-19 committee for taking the threat seriously and not
jumping ahead when it is still not safe to open our doors. The
understanding that even children can be carriers and be affected as
well as bringing the illness home to those adults and elderly at risk
is of key importance.
Having formerly served the public working in emergency
medicine and having been trained as a Wildland Forestry
Firefighter, one tenet of Judaism I always held dear to my heart was
the concept of "A person who saves a life, it is as if that person has
saved an entire world." It is this act of selflessness and focuses on
the bigger picture of humanity and the world at large that I think
makes Judaism so great.
I am a firm believer in religious freedom in this country, but as
I look at places like New York and the rioting among the ultraorthodox communities that are protesting another round of
mandated closures in an effort to curb the growing cases of
COVID and to ultimately save many many lives, I cannot help but
think they are missing the forest for the trees. The ability to not
adapt and modernize... the neglect of the health and safety of not
just their own communities as Jews, but the effect it would have on
the greater population is what I consider selfish and does not
represent the very basics of what Judaism represents.
I understand we are all fatigued! That said, we are nearing the
end of this pandemic and I urge everyone's patience and to hold out
as we see the finish line on the horizon. Stay strong and keep your
focus on the end goal. I can't help but be reminded "Those who
endure, conquer...
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American Jewish Politics Saw You At Sinai
As always, please let me know if you have any questions,
comments, or suggestions for topics. Drop me a line at
bsasley@hotmail.com.
What happened?
Two polls came out recently that showed a wide discrepancy
between American Jews and Israeli Jews regarding their
preferred candidate for president of the United States. According
to a survey conducted by the American Jewish Committee,
American Jews are going for Joe Biden over Donald Trump 75%
to 22%.
By contrast, a poll by i24News, an Israeli media
organization, found that 63% of Israeli citizens think Donald
Trump would be better for Israel; 19% think Joe Biden would be
better. The Israeli poll sampled a cross-section of society,
including from the Arab population; if it had focused only on
Jewish-Israelis, it’s likely the number for Trump would be
higher.
Why it matters.
The contrast between American and Israeli Jews could not
be starker. And it reflects a longstanding pattern: In FDR’s first
election in 1932, US Jews voted 82% to 18% for Roosevelt over
Hoover. That number declined a little to 75% for Harry Truman
in 1948, and dipped even further to 64% and 60% for Adlai
Stevenson in 1952 and 1956. After that support for Democratic
presidential candidates was consistently over 80%, until it
dipped again to 65% for McGovern in 1972, 71% for Carter in
1976, and—its lowest number since James Cox received 19% of
the Jewish vote in 1920—45% for Carter in 1980. It’s
worthwhile to point out here, too, that the Democratic Party of
the early twentieth century, before Roosevelt’s New Deal
embedded progressive ideas that were long held by American
Jews, was a very different party than the one that came to
represent liberalism in the middle of the twentieth century.
After Carter, Jewish support for Democratic presidential
candidates rose again, reaching 80% or the high 70s for Bill
Clinton, Al Gore, John Kerry, Barack Obama, and Hillary
Clinton. The only noteworthy dip in this period occurred in
2012, when the Jewish vote for Obama slipped to 69% and rose
to 30% for Republican candidate Mitt Romney; the latter
declined to 24% for Trump in 2016.
In short, the pattern since the 1930s has been overwhelming
American Jewish support for Democratic presidential
candidates. There are several reasons for this. The non-Orthodox
population is staunchly committed to liberal values embodied by
the Democratic Party, such as support for same-sex marriage and
insistence on full legal equality for the LGBTQ+ community.
US Jews have for decades been involved in efforts at social
justice and social change, for example as leaders of unions and
supporters of the civil rights movement.
In addition, like most Americans, the majority of JewishAmericans don’t vote on foreign policy; their concern is
domestic, where economic and social concerns matter more
than, say, policy toward Israel. This is evidenced in the
American Jewish Committee poll, in which Jews were asked
which issues were “most important” in deciding how to vote in
2020. The top priorities were: the COVID-19 pandemic (26%),
health care (17%) the economy (13%), race relations (12%) and...

...continued on page 4

Welcome back to “Saw You at Sinai,” where I talk about my
experiences as a high schooler in Israel during Covid. For the
most recent part of my trip, skip to the paragraph that starts with
“Fast forward.” Also, since there’s so much to talk about, some
parts of the story are vaguer than others, so if you’re interested,
there will be a time in the future when I’ll explain things in more
detail.
Last month I talked about my two-week isolation, where
everyone thought I would lose my mind, and I left you with the
fact that everyone would be going on our first field trip without
me. Remember that we were also at risk of a two-week national
lockdown, meaning we couldn’t go off campus to a certain point.
One day before everyone else was set to be out of quarantine
and off to Mt. Gilboa, I was taking a nice afternoon nap when
there was a loud knock on my door, which had me confused since
I’d gotten lunch a few hours before. I opened the door to find the
Dean of Students standing there, and she asked me how isolation
was and if I needed anything. Then she said to me, “Lauren, start
clearing your room and I’ll send you the packing list for
tomorrow, you’re getting out of bidud with everyone else.” Those
words brought to me a flood of emotions. Somehow the school
administration was able to get the Ministry of Health to let me out
of quarantine a day early so that I could go on the trip with
everyone else, so the next day I was packed and ready to go. I was
taking a short nap when suddenly I heard Hebrew music blasting
outside my door, and a man on a microphone was calling out the
names of the different dorms. I walked out after hearing my name,
and the isolation tape was broken and I was greeted with cheers
and hugs from people that heard about me, and we were soon on
the bus to our hotel and Mt. Gilboa. We had class at the top and
hiked down after, which wasn’t as hard as I thought it would be.
We then went to Sataf springs and Caesarea beach, and then went
shopping in Raanana, which was well needed before hearing the
lockdown announcement.
We got the amazing news over the weekend: not only were we
restricted to about 500 meters from campus, but lockdown was
also three-weeks long, so we couldn’t do anything. On the bright
side, that didn’t actually happen and the distance was extended to
1000 meters, which is the usual distance we can go off-campus.
Either way, this meant the school was more academic heavy and
the entire curriculum was different from past years. During
lockdown, we had Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and
Simcha Torah all on campus when we were supposed to have
them in Tel Aviv or something. I also have an amazing
relationship with the people at the ice cream place, and it actually
makes some of my friends jealous. I also live on the very top...

...continued on page 4
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Saw You At Sinai

Birthdays
November 3
Jillian Friedensohn
Martine Thomas
November 4
David Cabrero
November 6
Daniel Rubins
November 7
James Stein
November 9
Mark Lewis
Zachary
Mikulencak
November 10
David Licker
Jeremy Shaw
November 11
Shem Atkens

November 13
Richard Allen
November 16
Jonathan Garver
Cindy Wilcox
November 21
Danielle Snailer
November 22
Robyn Kabakoff
November 23
Brian Feld
November 27
Gian San Antonio
November 29
Jamie Mowry
Yael Sasley
November 30
Chanel Sassoon

American Jewish Politics
...continued from page 3
crime (6%). Foreign policy came in sixth place, at 5%. The
second most important concern was: health care (20%), the
COVID-19 pandemic (18%), race relations (17%), and the
economy (16%); foreign policy was fifth, at 11%.
Even to the question of which candidate “would be better at
strengthening U.S.-Israel relations,” Jews favored Biden over
Trump, 54% to 42%. This is despite Trump’s moving of the
American embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, his role in the
Israeli agreements with the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain,
and his support for Israeli annexation of parts of the West Bank.
From their perspective, Israeli Jews are motivated by their
country’s own domestic and regional problems, including a
political crisis, the coronavirus pandemic, growing wealth
disparity, conflict between the Haredi and non-Haredi
communities, and instability in Syria and Iraq.
Future implications.
But more broadly, it reflects a lack of interest in and
awareness of American Jewry and its history in America. This is
not a new development, but rather reflects a continuing
divergence between the two communities.
This is not surprising in some ways, since these are two
different countries with very different experiences, societies, and
politics. But it is worth thinking about what this means for
American Jewish identity. Is or should Israel be a primary pillar
of our identity? Is it important enough for us to advocate on?
How much emphasis should we place on Israel while it serves as
a wedge issue between Republicans and Democrats? How much
consideration should we give to what Israeli Jews want in our
advocacy efforts and our politics?
These kinds of questions will continue to animate our
discussions.
- Brent Sasley

...continued from page 3
floor of the dorm with the other senior girls and two juniors, and
we undebateably have the best room (it’s true).
Fast forward about four weeks later due to extensions,
lockdown is being lifted slowly because cases are declining, and
we’re told that we’re going to Jerusalem for five days! We
stayed in Prima Kings hotel, which was closed but we got
special permission to have the entire place to ourselves, which
was perfect because we got to watch Borat durng our free times.
First, we visited the Mount Scopus, where we saw the entire city
of Jerusalem for the first time. We then went to Ben Yehuda
street where we mostly got food and snacks because the actual
stores were still closed. The next day we went to the Old City
and eventually the Kotel, which is the most memorable part of
my trip so far. As I walked up to the capsule separated wall, I felt
a strange wave wash over me when I got close and reached my
arm out. When I finally touched the wall I found myself shaking
and started crying like a baby. I didn’t know why. I wasn’t sad,
and I didn’t know if I was happy, but I just sobbed on the wall
and started talking, not even knowing what I said. I was there for
about ten minutes to see a few of my friends also crying, and a
group of us embraced each other in huge hugs. It was an
experience that I don’t know how to explain, but it means a lot
to me. We visited the Kotel again on Friday evening and had
Kabbalat Shabbat services there, which was beautiful.
Saturday we had services and a mostly free day, but in case
you didn’t know, the hotel we stayed at is two minutes away
from Bibi Netanyahu’s house, and every Saturday night there
are protests there. So outside of our hotel balcony, there was an
insane pink and black protest, which was very interesting to see,
but also not beneficial since we were waking up at 2:30 in the
morning to climb Masada. We took the path with all the stairs
and it was a painful one, but it was worth it since we actually
learned the history of Masada and Herod and his kingdom. The
next day we went to a beach and boardwalk, and the morning
after we looked at Jerusalem again but from the opposite side,
and I’m now back on campus with my amazing roommates
which is fine, except we still haven’t unpacked.
- Lauren Atkens
Hashomer Editor

Jerusalem from Mount Scopus

The Kotel

New Members
Darla and Jeremy Shaw
From Burleson
Welcome to Beth Shalom!

Donations

Yahrzeits
November 1
Jane Kellman
Martha Steinberg*
November 2
Alex Cabrero*
November 3
Jerome Eisenfeld*
Joseph Pelusi
Selma Klearman Portnoy*
November 4
Nettie Rosenberg*
November 5
Barbara Jetty
November 6
Stanley Caspan*
Howard Jacobs
Louis Weiner*
November 7
Evelyn Fisher
November 8
Chester Cohen*
Burt Friedman*
November 11
Milton Licker*
November 12
Philip Dunn
Henry Kasten
Lewis Pincus*
Al Yalen
November 14
Morris Mandelkorn
November 16
Howard Scott Flack*
Morris Gitterman
Solomon Washor

Received thru October 15
November 17
Marian Cook
Issac Fuchs
Shelagh Lenhoff
Remy Mires
Dolores Schneider*
Mary Ward
November 18
Odette Egyes*
Eve Kaplan Downing
November 19
Sigfried Rothschild
November 20
Celia Rothschild
November 21
Issac ben Shaoul Israel*
November 22
Ann Lidell
November 23
Jean Flaum
Sanford Green
November 24
Ben Abrahams
Howard Lackman*
Saul Mandel*
Rose Wacholder
Howard Zimmerman*
November 25
Mary Shapiro*
November 26
Amelia bat Yitzhak
Richard Bentley
Leon Brody*
Bernard Coleman

Anniversaries
November 9
Keith & Judy Pelusi
November 21
Angela & David Markson
November 25
Linda & Ken Licker
Richard & Stephanie Posner
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Thanks to Brenda
Weinstock

Chevra Kaddisha Fund
In Memory Of Laszlo Mittelman
For her generous
From Julie & Joe Berman
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
donation of Hand
Donation from Puckmaren Glass Sanitizer and Wipes!
General Fund
In Memory Of Larry Thomas
From Barry & Charwynne Schneider
Cathy & Jim Frisinger
Joe & Rochelle Bekerman
Mike & Suzi Kapin
Melanie Garver
Sherwin Rubin
Steve & Shelley Sternblitz
In Memory Of Ida Barken and Maurice Weinberger
From Alice & Steve Ginsburgh
In Memory Of Gertrude Steinberg Rubin
From Sherwin Rubin
In Memory Of Michelle Sobel
From Mike & Suzi Kapin
In Memory Of Michelle Sobel
From Sherwin Rubin
In Honor Of Cantor Sheri Allen
From Karen Porper
In Memory Of Issac Fuchs
From Joe & Rochelle Bekerman
In Memory Of Zelda Malka bat Yerachmeil Sheftle, Rosa
Djavaheri, Larry Thomas and Michelle Sobel; Speedy
recovery to Sheryl Robertson, Jordan Zadwick, Mike and
Suzi Kapin, Marian and Ilene Feld and Fran Weiger
Thanks to Cantor Allen, Stuart Snow, and Jordan
Zadwick for our wonderful HHD services and to all
service leaders for continuing our Beth Shalom
weekly services.
From Cookie & Phil Kabakoff
Sanctuary Fund
In Memory Of Larry Thomas
From Marty & Debbie Goldsmith
Maintenance Fund
In Memory Of Cecil Gardner
From Norm & Toni Epstein

Masada

6
Sisterhood
Sisterhood organized a food collection for the Tarrant Area
Food Bank and the congregation responded generously. Thanks to
everyone for their donations and a special thank you to Lani Aldaba
and Sarah Hattler for organizing the collection and delivering the
food.
Lisa Rein put together Rosh Hashanah bag with apples, honey
and honeycake for purchase as a Sisterhood fund-raiser. Thank you
to everyone who helped support Sisterhood by purchasing a bag.
Brotherhood and Sisterhood held a joint virtual "Brunch in the
Sukkah" event. Thank you to Danielle Snailer, Mark Lewis, and
especially Laura Slayton for their time and effort arranging this fun
event.
Sisterhood will be holding a virtual book discussion of the
book "The History of Love" on Nov. 8. The book is short and easyto-read, though the plot is confusing. You will find yourself both
amused and touched by this bittersweet story. Please do try to join
us.
And we want to recognize Yael Sasley and Dorit Mikulencak
for their years of service to Women of Reform Judaism-Southwest
District. Yael was a regional board member and Dorit an area
director. Both are completing their terms.
Finally, Sisterhood invites all women in the congregation to
become members. We are working hard to maintain connections
during this challenging time and hope to continue to provide safe
and interesting ways for you to mingle with your “Sisters.” Yael
Sasley is membership chair. Contact her at 817-739-6939.

- Cathy Frisinger

Me, my roommate Shana, and Benny (madrich)

Adult Education
We look forward to Spring of 2021 for several Adult
Education classes!
The first will be an engaging review of Lauren Atkens’
semester in Israel, where she will share her experience with us.
The second will be a series of classes co-taught by Cantor Sheri
Allen and Puck Glass, exploring lessons and insights from the
book of Kohellet, Ecclesiastes.
Stay tuned – more details to follow!

- Judy Pelusi
Education Committee Chair

The Ritual Life
...continued from page 2

We must not forget we come from the same people that
endured wandering in the desert for 40 years. We are the same
people who have endured exiles, destruction, and desecration of
our most sacred places, and thousands of years of anti-semitism,
persecution, and being driven from our lands, whether homeland
or in the diaspora. If any people group on this planet is able to
endure, it is our people... and so we shall.
The endurance of the Jewish people comes from the fact that
tough times evoke a time of introspection and self-improvement.
The reaction to the adversity of the powers of the ancient world,
on the other hand, were just the opposite. They were not humble.
Rather their reaction is summed up by the words “they kick
them”. Which perhaps means they express anger at God and/or
they “kick-off” (deny) any responsibility for national calamities.
The great exception, which did not last long, was recorded in
the Book of Jonah. Nineveh did repent. Perhaps it is read on Yom
Kippur to emphasize that it was the exception that proves the rule.
However, a ‘contrite heart’ is generally not an accurate description
of ancient civilizations that ruled the world like Babylonia,
Greece, and Rome.
As I have stated several times throughout this pandemic, this
is a time for introspection, to practice patience in both ourselves,
as well as teach it to our children. It is a time for getting our
priorities straight while we have some quiet. Once the pandemic is
over, our lives may very well go back to the fast paced world of
24/7/365 expectations of interconnectedness and response.
As my favorite Rebbe (Nachman of Breslov) stated, "If you
are not a better person tomorrow than you are today, what need
have you for a tomorrow?"
- Jordan Zadwick
Ritual Committee Chair

Me with Noam and Yarin (madrichim)

Frozen yogurt at the boardwalk
The Monster slide

