
HaShomer
May 2022 Congrega�on Beth Shalom Iyar/Sivan 5782

I am now headed into my final two months as the part-time Cantor of Congregation
Beth Shalom. I’ve been honored to lead Beth Shalom for 13 years, and I feel we have
all grown as a community. Even though I didn’t know it at the time,
the Dvar Torah I gave at our annual meeting in December was a
fitting summary of the work I’m most proud of during those years, as
well as a reflection of what I feel are the most important priorities,
both spiritually and morally, for a synagogue to address.

So here is an abbreviated, and updated reflection of the words
that I delivered that night, and I hope that as we part ways, you will
continue the important work of tikkun olam that we began together:

The events of the last several years have transformed my
definition of what it means to be a person of faith. I believe our
connection to God is directly linked to how we connect with and help
- not only Jewish human beings - but all human beings. No one should ever be left
behind b’mitzarim – in the narrow space.

As I see it, my role, and my challenge, was to be both a spiritual, and a moral voice.
I think this is often the struggle of most clergy. So for me, it was equally important that
I inspired you to pray not only with your voice but, as Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel
once said, “with your feet.”

I spent much of my time creating uplifting, spiritual connection through prayer and
song, and writing sermons that dug deep into various meanings of the text, and how they
connected to us today. But I also hoped to educate you- as I educated myself- about how
to live a life informed by our Jewish values. So many of those values focus on human
rights. Today, we are witnessing the violation of many of those rights and I - we -can’t
ignore it. The RAC has coined the phrase “the urgency of now,” because these violations
are occurring right now – in real time.

Most of you have heard me speak about supporting LGBTQ rights. Of course, this
is personal to me, as I have three queer children. But this was far from being my personal
soap box issue. It’s a human rights issue that affects every one of us. Especially now,
when our elected officials have instructed the Dept. of Family and Protective Services
to treat trans affirming medical care as child abuse. Loving families are at risk of being
torn apart, and parents are in danger of being prosecuted for supporting their children’s
right to be their authentic selves. It is truly terrifying.

But LGBTQ education and action has only been one in a long list of justice issues
I’ve brought to your attention through the years. Over the summer, while researching my
Yom Kippur sermon on Anti-Semitism and White Supremacy, I reached out to Leah
White, Associate Regional Director of the ADL, and asked if she would be interested in
doing an adult ed program for us. That request came to fruition thanks to the efforts of
Judy Pelusi.

When the RAC (Religious Action Center for Reform Judaism) has reached out,
asking all Reform Congregations to center specific Shabbatot around different “Urgency
of Now” themes, I’ve tried to answer the call. We have had Shabbatot highlighting
Global Hunger, Ethical Eating, the Fair Food Movement, Racism, Islamophobia,
Climate Change, Immigration and Refugees, Jewish Disabilities Awareness Month,…

My Two ShekelsSchedule of Services

Friday, May 6
Led by Ruth Friedman & Mar�ne Thomas

Saturday, May 7
Led by Cantor Allen
Torah: Kedoshim

Friday, May 13
Led by Stephanie Posner

Saturday, May 14
Led by Cantor Allen

Torah: Emor

Friday, May 20
Led by Cantor Allen
Saturday, May 21
Led by Stuart Snow

Torah: Behar

Friday, May 27
Led by Janet Aaronson & Cookie Kabakoff

Saturday, May 28
Led by Cantor Allen
Torah: Bechukotai

Monday Mornings
10:30 AM
on Zoom

RSVP to
stusnow@aol.com

Torah Study

…continued on page 3



As I have addressed in preceding HaShomer posts, one
needs only to look at the member calendar
for upcoming events in our Synagogue. In
addition, our weekly information bulletins
sent out from our office serve as a reminder
for such events and events in our greater
Tarrant County Jewish community. This past
week our Beth Shalom Board Officers,
Trustees, and Committee chairs conducted
our annual calendar clearing meeting, which
was to plan and discuss the remaining events
for the calendar year. I would encourage all
those interested in supporting these events to contact our
committee chairs for roles that each of us can play.

In May, the Congregation will send our silent renewals for
the 2022-2023 calendar year. As was done last year, each family
will receive a renewal form to simplify the renewal process. Just
return the form or contact the office and agree to renewal based
on your contributions from the preceding year. In addition, the
board will implement an increased security fee this year.
Unfortunately, safeguarding our community comes at a cost that
we all must assume. This fee will continue to provide for
uniformed off-duty police officers to watch the door for
religious services and significant events. However, having a
security guard is not enough. Per our process, we now require a
‘Greeter’ to work with our unformed guard to help identify
members who come to the door. If you are interested in being a
‘Greeter,’ the Security Committee will provide the necessary
training. Additionally, I will remind all members to regularly
review our safety manual that can be found on the member side
of our website.

Changes to our HaShomer publication are currently being
implemented to provide a refreshing new look and a means to
communicate further information. Changes will include a
spotlight on a different community member each month starting
with this issue. The publication will also have a section whereby
members can regularly provide input to questions raised each
month. Going forward, we will be posting a box on the front
page of the Hashomer with a list of needed items for the
Synagogue. Those interested in helping fund these items will be
acknowledged in future HaShomer publications.

Finally, plans for the High Holidays and updates from our
search committee to the Congregation will be provided shortly.
We are excited about restarting Friday night services on-site for
at least one week of the month. On alternate weeks, Friday night
services will continue to use our zoom platform. Stay tuned for
details and further updates leading to a busy and exciting 2022-
2023 calendar year.
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From The President

The month of April has been nice and busy for me. My
daily internship at Moovit is interesting. The people there are
very nice and welcoming and are always willing to help. At the
moment, my assignments have been to go through the website
with links from a given spreadsheet and find broken links on the
site. If the links are fine, I leave them as-is and specify on the
spreadsheet, if there are broken links (which there were actually
a lot of), I not only have to specify, but I see if I can find the
working link so that it can be changed on the site.

Another assignment I have is to go into the backend of the
app store listing for every country and make a powerpoint of
what the app looks like and the descriptions of each app
depending on the country. This is so that the app team can look
at the components of the downloadable part of the app and if
they need to make any changes, it’ll be easier to do there instead
of in the app console itself.

I also have another spreadsheet of different agencies that
the companies work with in every state in the U.S. I have to go
through each agency and determine the best way to represent it
on the site. If there is an agency with a long name, my job is to
see if there’s a shorter name that can replace it.

Lasty, I have to find different designs as ideas to use for ads
for the app. We will put different elements of different ads
together in order to create new ads for the site.

I wake up at 7 in the morning to get ready for work. I take
my company laptop and my key tag that lets me in every door
in my building. At 8, I walk 20 minutes to a bus stop and order
the company taxi to come pick me up. The company building is
in Nes Ziona (which is in the middle of nowhere) and it takes 2
hours by bus, 1 hour by train, and 25-30 minutes by taxi. I work
in a big building with a few other companies including HP, but
we have our own floors and offices. I have my own desk space
with a two-monitor setup and my company laptop. The break
rooms have kitchens with a stocked fridge and coffee and water
machines. Every morning I get a protein yogurt and make tea
before I start working. Every day before 11, I order delivery that
gets sent in a big order with my food stipend. I’m given a card
that’s reloaded with 1000 shekels a month that I can use
everyday, even when I’m not working. At 6 pm, I take the taxi
back to Tel Aviv and walk 20 minutes back to my place.

As my last month of Israel is here, I will say there are a few
things I will miss about being here.

One thing I know I won’t miss is the prices. Living in the
most expensive city in the world is interesting. For example,…

Saw You At Sinai

…continued on page 3

- Michael Kapin
President, Congregation Beth Shalom
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CBS Congregation,

Happy May! Brotherhood has a lot of fun stuff going on.
We just had our Brotherhood Speaker
Series event! There was breakfast served
and we had a great turnout. See picture
below of everyone that attended. Special
thank you to brother Stephen Cabrero for
setting up the event and touching our
hearts. Our wine tasting event with the
sisterhood was a success. There was
great hors d’oeuvres and wines with
some education on how to taste wines the
right way. We have several other events lined up including
but not limited to a distillery tour, discounted restaurant boys’
night out, cook outs and so much more. Don’t miss out!

The main goal of our Brotherhood is to help our CBS
community in every positive shape and form. To do this
effectively we need to grow! Joining will be a huge Mitzvah
and there are so many ways that you can contribute.
Everyone has their own strengths and together we can be a
great force in the Jewish Community. I am asking for all men
who are members of CBS to do me a personal favor and
please contact me to join at 954-300-8756 or
Barrettg954@gmail.com. Fees are a one time $36 a year or a
5 for 4 plan where you pay $144 for 5 years.

Brotherhood

- Barrett Garrison
Brotherhood President

My Two Shekels

Saw You At Sinai

…continued from page 1
the Death Penalty, Interfaith community building, Jewish
Identity and the future of Synagogue life, Voter Suppression,
Justice for the Rohingya people in Burma, International Human
Rights Day, Advance Care Planning, and Jewish American
History Month. And I’ve always tried to provide follow up
action items for those interested in doing more.

I had hoped to make these issues a continued focus of my
pulpit, because, to me, the core of Judaism is, as Hillel once
said, loving your neighbor as yourself. For me, that means not
just loving others as yourself, it means seeing others as you see
yourself. We began this work together, and I hope that you will
chose to continue it as a congregation.

Rabbi Yirmiyah said: The one occupied with the needs of
the community is like one who is occupied with matters of
Torah. —Talmud Yerushalmi, Brakhot 5:1 So I’ll close with
this blessing by Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz and Rabbi Margot
Stein:

Barukh atah Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha'olam asher kidshanu
b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu la'asok betzorkhei tzibur.

How full of blessing you are, ETERNAL ONE, our God,
majesty of the Universe, who has consecrated us with Your
commands, and commanded us to occupy ourselves with the
needs of the community.

- Cantor Sheri Allen

…continued from page 2
a burger meal in the U.S. somewhere can be anywhere from
less than $10 and maybe a little bit more, while a burger with
fries and a drink at my favorite place is about $22. Also the
driving. I thought drivers in Texas were bad but I clearly
haven’t seen anything. This has to be one of the scariest places
to drive in. I don’t know how exactly to explain it, but it’s bad.
I will miss some of the friends I’ve met here. I know who my
friends are that live in the U.S. and we all will stay in touch and
make plans when we return. A lot of my best friends, however,
have already left Israel. It’s not the greatest thing at all but I am
trying to make the most out of my last few weeks here with the
last few close friends I have. But I will miss my Israeli friends
that I’ve met here, as it’ll take a bit more time and planning to
see them again, but I know that I will.

Living in Israel for longer was definitely an experience and
has helped me see how it actually is being here as a “local.” I
will say that it has influenced my decision of potentially
moving here in the future. These next few weeks I’ll be
celebrating independence day, wrapping up work, and
preparing to return to the states.

- Lauren:) Atkens
Hashomer Editor

Lunch with my favorite counselor
from Muss (Israel high school)! My office building
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May 1
Phyllis Betcher*
Michael Egyes
Moshe Furman*
May 3
Lee Landsberg*
Ken Sasley
Michelle Zucker
May 4
Magda Mittelman
Arthur Paderewski
May 5
Seena Greenberg
Ron Kabakoff
Gordon Prigoff
May 6
Resa Babin*
May 7
Helene Markson*
David Suissa*
May 8
Louis Edward Miller*
May 9
Bob Billings
Isidore Friedman*
May 10
Sidney Bushner*
Elwood Green*
Rosalind Pler Solomon*
May 12
Abe Jolkovsky
May 13
Joseph Wiener
May 14
Aghdas Rafi Mayeri*
Rubin Udes*
May 15
Ida Bella Kaplan

May 16
Sylvia Gray*
Jerome Snow
May 17
Eleanore Gordon
Ted Taylor
May 21
Harry Levin
May 22
Jack Kamen*
Syde Kirshbaum*
May 23
Joseph Kleir
Frieda Lambert*
Dorothy Price*
May 24
Lisa Blatt*
Reah Feinartz Hohman
Herbert L. Silverberg
May 26
Rhea Levine
May 27
John A. Stern*
Laura Dukes Zollars
May 28
Fay Caplan*
Arthur Schatten
May 29
Louis Binder*
Rose Friedman*
May 30
Stanley Babin*
Sussie Katz*
Hugo Mezger
May 31
Daniel Clearfield*
Howard Coleman
Ruby Lambert

Yahrzeits

May 12
Barry & Charwynne Schneider

May 25
Laura & Larry Fleischer
Dina & Jerry Lindell

May 27
Mona & Stephen Karten

May 29
Phil Pelletier & Aimee Israel-Pelletier

Anniversaries

Why We Love CBS
Since moving to North Texas from Houston in 1981, my life

has taken many twists and turns, both personally and
professionally. Having been raised as a 3rd generation member of
Congregation Beth Israel, the oldest Jewish congregation in Texas,
my new wife and I were seeking that same type of Hamish family
feeling in a shul and stumbled across a CBS High Holy Day
service at the Cibola Inn.

CBS was not fully formed yet, and, for a brief period, we
moved our membership to one of the more established shuls in Fort
Worth. It didn't take long for us to realize that CBS was where we
belonged even with its "not ready for prime time" status. Keith
Stern was engaged as CBS’ first rabbi and the “love affair” began.

That sense of “belonging” and our “family” environment of
spirituality, sharing of life experiences, and religious education and
understanding has buoyed me and my family through many life
changes. Many times, CBS, our spiritual and lay leaders seemed to
be the "constant" in my life that helped make my "forward"
movement possible.

My very closest friendships have come from my Beth Shalom
family over the last nearly forty years which is why, when
originally asked to join the Board and ExBOT as Barry
Schneider’s Controller, my only logical answer was a resounding
“Yes!”

After moving to Dallas nearly eight years ago, my “love
affair” with CBS continued. I’ve chosen not only to maintain my
membership at Beth Shalom but to serve as former Brotherhood
President and in various Board capacities.

Is it a perfect relationship? None in life is, BUT the harder our
community works toward the greater good for OUR congregation,
the easier and better the “Beth Shalom Life” becomes and the
longer the "affair" continues.

- Mark Lewis

“I have spent time in study and prayer in at least a dozen or
more Synagogues ranging from ultra-orthodox to the renewal
movement trying to find where I connect most. I have befriended
and studied one on one with countless Rabbi’s (and even a Rebbe
or two) finding the soul of our religion and our people. You can rest
assured when I say, there is no other place I have found that is as
special as Congregation Beth Shalom. Like any living and
breathing organism we adapt and change and have our share of joy
and our share of tsuris. It’s the fact that every member of CBS
cares about each other’s (and even the stranger/visitor among us)
joy or tsuris that makes the difference.

I chose to be on the CBS board of trustees because a ship
doesn’t run itself and I wanted to be an active participant in the
congregation my family calls home. I accepted the position as a
ritual chair because coming from a family that had been traveling
down the slow road of assimilation for the last fifty or so years, and
dedicating my life to reversing that mistake, I knew first hand how
important tradition is and I wanted to make sure our beloved ritual
practices are preserved, honored, and revered.

As Rebbe Menachem Mendel Schneerson said, “each
individual has the capacity to build communities and endow
communities with life… so that every community member
becomes a source of life.”

- Jordan Zadwick

…continued on page 6



Lag B’Omer Celebration!

COME JOIN US FOR A

1212 Thannisch Dr. Arlington, TX 76011

Sunday May 15th | 12pm to 2:30PM

The Festival 
commemorates two historical 
events according to Jewish tradition: the 
passing of revered Second Century sage 
Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, who ordained 
that the anniversary of his death be a 
time of rejoicing at his life; and the end of 
a plague which killed some 24,000 
students of another great rabbi, Akiva 

Ben Yosef (who lived around the same 
time as Bar Yochai)

CRAFT STATIONS!

TEXAS BARBECUE!
S’MORES!

ARTS & MUSIC!

OUTDOOR FUN!

...NOT JUST FOR WEDDINGS AND HAIRCUTS!!!

JOIN US RAIN OR SHINE!!! RSVP IS REQUESTED
TO THE CBS OFFICE AT YOUR EARLIEST CONVENIENCE.

On Sunday afternoon, April 24th, Sylvia Gray Chaverim
presented a luncheon and creative program To Tell the Truth, an
homage to the quiz show of the 1960’s. The program was
designed to help us learn more about our Beth Shalom friends
in an imaginative way. There were 25 attendees and we had a
great time. It was especially gratifying to welcome back
members we had not seen in a while.

The “studio audience” (our entire group) was quite
stumped by the “contestant panels” on three of our four true
stories: I Piloted Single Engine-Planes (Judy Pelusi), I Lived in
a Convent (Stephanie Posner), I worked on a Scandinavian
Cargo Ship (Jerry Lindell) and I Lived Next Door to a House
Full of Nazis (Lisa Rein). Everyone enthusiastically told a
previously unknown personal story about family, work, talents
or interests, as we learned some very interesting and surprising
things about each other. The most important result of the day
was a greater feeling of CBS closeness and friendship.

Our program host was Bud “Ellen Pincus” Collier, greatly
supported by former CBS member and president Jim Stanton,
Andrea Snow, and many others who graciously stepped in to
help. Special thanks to those who shared stories or served as
impostors. If you were not there you were missed and we hope
to see you next time!

As always our Chaverim thanks the Federation of Fort
Worth and Tarrant county for its sponsorship.

To Tell the Truth: April CBS EventTo Tell the Truth: April CBS Event
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Join Sylvia Gray Chaverim on June 18th at Theater
Arlington for the Tony Award winning play “The
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee”. Once
the event is open for RSVPs, subsidized �cket
prices will be $15 each for the first 25 members

who respond.
Thank you to the Fort Worth and Tarrant County
Federa�on for suppor�ng Chaverim events.

Theater Arlington: Block the Date
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I Danced For The Angel of Death

Several dozen people turned out for Congregation Beth
Shalom’s first Brotherhood Speaker Series on campus in two
years, SundayApril 1st, to eat a delicious and bountiful breakfast
followed by a viewing of the Emmy Award winning
documentary, “I Danced for the Angel of Death, The Dr. Edith
Eva Eger Story.”

Dr. Edith Eva Eger recounts her story of survival as a
prisoner at Auschwitz concentration camp, her struggle with
survivor’s guilt and how her work as a psychologist has helped
her grow and heal.

At the age of 16, she was sent to Auschwitz. Hours after her
parents were sent to the gas chambers, Nazi officer Dr. Josef
Mengele forced her to dance for his amusement, and this dance
turned into her survival. The bread she received for dancing was
shared with fellow prisoners who remembered this act of
kindness and saved her life later in the story. As she tells it,
“Most people who had the mentality to keep whatever food they
could grab for themselves to remain alive, didn’t survive, while
sharing my bread with fellow prisoners saved by life.”

We were riveted by the story of this determined woman who
remembered what her mother told her before they were
separated,” Whatever the Nazis do to you, they can’t take away
your mind and your memories”. Refusing to slip into the depths
of despair, she clutched onto this memory (among others) to help
her survive.

It was impossible not to be uplifted and inspired by her
story; a story of hope, the power of the mind and the will to
survive against all odds and circumstance. In Dr. Eger’s own
inspiring words, “I was victimized, but I refused to be a victim.
Although I passed through the shadow of death, I didn’t set up
camp there, and finally, “my children and grandchildren were my
revenge against Hitler.”

Dr. Eger’s wit and humor made her story even more
powerful. Our tears were mixed with laughter. She reminded us
in closing that every morning when she looks in the mirror, she
decides what kind of day she will have.Words for all of us to live
by.

Special thanks go out to Stephen and Sarita Cabrero,
whose personal relationship with producer Ron Small made this
event possible, including the Zoom link with Ron which made a
Q & A session after the film possible. They also spent a couple
of hours setting up the system and sound to enhance everyone’s
enjoyment. Todah rabbah!

- Stuart Snow

"Almost 40 years ago, my husband and I moved to Texas and we were
delighted to discover Beth Shalom. We attended High Holy day
services and the Passover Seder almost every year and became
members after having our first child. I felt comfortable here because
everyone was different. And I’m so grateful that nothing’s changed.
Beth Shalom was and still is a warm and a safe place for everyone.
There’s a healthfulness that pervades these halls. Our differences
continue to strengthen our collective mental health. I see each one of us
as an angel on the mishkan–really seeing and accepting one another
every day, bridging the space between ourselves with love and with the
help of God."

We stay members because it feels good to be a member here. Isn't
that enough? Dayenu!

- Lisa Rein

I have been very involved in Jewish life since I was a young child.
I have always loved the very essence of Judaism, holiday celebrations
and my connection with other Jewish people. Though I have visited
many congregations, I have never found a place that meets all of my
needs in the way that Beth Shalom does and has for 30 plus years.
Weekly I can and do explore Jewish spirituality in our Torah study
class, attend inspiring Shabbat and holiday services and always look
forward to being with CBS friends who are more like family to me. Our
congregation provides a warm and welcoming environment that all
visitors notice. I am always confident that anyone I bring to visit will
have a wonderful experience.

Our members are adaptable, self-sufficient and knowledgeable.
Our small congregation has more capable and caring lay leaders than

Jewish houses of worship much, much bigger than we are. I am
proud, humbled and grateful to be a part Beth Shalom. I believe that G-
d too is happy to dwell in our sanctuary because we have so much heart
and soul. When I'm here I feel I'm with G-d, family, and my Jewish
ancestors.

Lastly, at Beth Shalom I love that no one is more important than
anyone else. It doesn't matter how much money you have or have
given. Anyone can sit in any seat, sit on the board, and be an equal part
of any opportunity. We learn together, work together, play together and
take care of each other. Being a member of Congregation Beth Shalom
has enriched my life beyond measure.

I chose to be on the Board to make a positive difference in a place
that I believe in and I love. While I've given much and worked hard for
our congregation, I know I have received much more than I have given.
I am on the Board to represent ALL of our congregants and to help
make thoughtful decisions that will help ensure that Beth Shalom
continues to be a warm, vibrant and meaningful community where all
members feel cared for, engaged and a part of something very special.

- Ellen Pincus

My family relocated to the DFW area in 2000. The first item on
our agenda after finding our physical home was to find our spiritual
home. While we visited several of the Tarrant and Dallas County
synagogues, it wasn't until we visited Congregation Beth Shalom that
we said, "This is it!"

We immediately enrolled our two young children in Religious
School, attended services, programs and events and I became a regular
at Torah Study and Saturday morning services. Our children had their
B'nai Mitzvot and confirmations here. ARFTY and Camp Impact
shaped and molded their character and cemented many relationships,
some of which have lasted to this day. My son Jared, still looks…

Why We Love CBS
…continued from page 4

…continued on page 8
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General Fund
In Memory Of Patrick Pelletier

From Phil and Aimee Israel Pelletier
In Memory Of Howard Koven

From Jane Koven
In Memory Of Mascha Bekerman

From Joe and Rochelle Bekerman
In Memory Of Mary Mitchell

From Susan Mitchell
In Memory Of Etta Schmerler

From Joanne Barnes
In Memory Of Jerry Kaden, Morris Barken and Rose
Weinberger

From Steve and Alice Ginsburgh
In Memory Of Morris and Dorothy Gould

From Steve and Shelley Sternblitz
Sanctuary Fund
In Memory Of Saul Israel

From Phil and Aimee Israel Pelletier
Education Fund
In Memory Of Dorothy and Samuel Price

From Kenneth Price
IMO Lori Freeman

From Heidi Rothschild
Security Fund
In Memory Of Beatrice Mandelstein and Irene Lewis

From Janet and Jerry Aaronson
Mazel Tov on Jeremy Allen’s marriage

From Janet and Jerry Aaronson
IMO Erik Adam Newmark

From Cindy Wilcox
Donation from David Narrett
Donation from Janet and Jerry Aaronson
Scholarship Fund
In Memory Of Robert Stuart

From Sarai Stuart
Oneg/Kiddush Fund
In Memory Of Ruth Goldsmith

From Marty and Debbie Goldsmith

Donations
Received thru April 22nd

Spotlight
Laura Fleischer hasn’t always run a youth hostel.

She met husband Larry when they were graduate students in
industrial engineering at Texas A&M, and during their time in College
Station, she worked at the Texas Transportation
Institute, an affiliate of A&M. She co-authored
about a dozen papers during those years, and some
of the studies she worked on affect the way all of us
drive today.

If you are old enough, you may remember
the “demon-possessed Audi’s” of the ‘80s. There
were many accidents involving those cars in which
the vehicle seemed to spurt ahead.

Says Laura, “We did studies to figure out what
was going on, to determine people’s driving habits.
It turned out the brake pedal and the accelerator on these Audi’s were too
similar in size and they were easily confused.”

The fix: “It’s my fault that you have to put your foot on the brake
to get your car out of park today,” Laura jokes.

Another project from those days that she is particularly proud of
is determining modifications that needed to be made to vehicles for the
handicapped. Her work helped make possible vans that can be driven by
individuals who are paralyzed, opening the world to them.

Laura had a job lined up at the Department of Transportation
when she and Larry moved to Washington, D.C., but then son Michael
was born and, well, smitten mom. Son Andrew was born two years later
and daughter Evelyn was born in ’98.

Some years later, when Larry’s job with Burlington Northern
Railroad (then Santa Fe Railroad) brought them to town, then-CBS
Administrator Janet Aaronson helped them find a home quickly. Grateful
for the warm reception, they joined Beth Shalom 23 years ago and Laura
became an active member. She served on the CBS board for more than a
decade, in various roles, including fund-raising, membership,
programming and education. Laura’s email address,
challalady@gmail.com, comes from the nickname given to her by the
many CBS students she taught to make challah.

“CBS is family, the family that you join,” says Laura. “I know I
could blindly open up the CBS directory and call anybody and say, ‘I’m
Laura Fleischer and I need help. And I know they would.’”

Getting back to that youth hostel. The Covid epidemic brought
two of the Fleischer children back to the Colleyville house. And not just
Fleischer children. Friends and girlfriends as well. “At one point we had
eight people living with us. Other people complained about loneliness
during Covid, but we never had that problem. It’s a good thing all that
catering for they synagogue taught me how to cook for large groups,” she
laughs.

Office party

Reception

My desk



May 1
Emily Allen
May 2
Carly Karten
May 3
Stan Mikulencak
May 4
Jay Feinberg
May 5
Jay Hatler
May 7
Fran Weiger
May 8
Linda Dunn
May 10
Elĳah Hatler
May 11
Jane Mendez
Jordan Zadwick

May 14
Judy Pelusi
May 15
Shira Feinberg
Jason Weiner
May 16
Jason Kabakoff
May 18
Evelyn Fleischer
Michele Rothschild
May 23
Mona Karten
Pauline Pelletier
May 25
Colette Grubman
Jerry Lindell
May 26
Steven Dickman
Hannah Jeffreys
Mark Schwartz

Birthdays
forward to driving a bus for camp to this day!

I was asked to serve on the board as Education Chair in 2001,
and have served in various roles and positions ever since, including
two terms as your president! I have no reservations in declaring that
I have gotten more from board service than I ever gave and would
challenge anyone looking for a way to give back to our community
to consider serving and/or chairing a committee or serving on the
board. You will be both challenged and enriched because of this
experience.

Because of Beth Shalom, I learned how to lead services, chant
Torah, Megillat Esther and Haftarah trope. My knowledge of
Judaism has grown exponentially to the point where I have
facilitated Torah Study on a weekly basis for several years. My
Judaism finds its fullest expression at CBS.

Most all of our dearest friends are because of our affiliation with
Beth Shalom. Our lives have been enriched immeasurably because
of this community. I love Congregation Beth Shalom and will
always be in its debt for the opportunities and sense of community it
has and will continue to provide.
- Stuart Snow

I love CBS because of the warm and family feeling the members
give to each other. No matter the occasion, happy or sad, they rally
around like a true family.
- Dorit Mikulencak

…continued from page 6
Why We Love CBS

It’s a Win-Win situa�on!

Become a Minyan Mensch
and have the chance to win a prize

Every �me you a�end a Saturday morning service in person or a Friday
night service via zoom your name will be entered into a drawing to win a

$25 gi� card of your choosing. We will have two winners each
month…one for Saturdays and one for Fridays.

There’s only one caveat. The service(s) you a�end must have a minyan in
order to have your names in the drawing. Worried that you might not

have one? Simple to solve. Call and invite a friend to join you!

The sign-in sheet on Saturdays will give me the informa�on needed to
prepare the drawing and we will get a list of par�cipants for Friday

nights.

CBS is a winner too because having a minyan allows us to do all parts of
the service that we all love and enjoy.

We will start on Saturday April 16th.

*Remember…only Jewish par�cipants count towards the minyan and
theywill be the only ones eligible to win.

My best friends :D
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