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My first HaShomer article appeared in the 2009 July/August issue, and this current
issue is my last, so I thought it might be interesting to re-read, reminisce, and reflect on
our journey together.

Back in 2009, we had already lived in Texas for 16 years. Our
youngest was a Senior in High School, our oldest was graduating
college, and I was still a Cantorial Intern of the Cantors Assembly. I
wrote:

I am beginning a new chapter in my life, as I move ever closer to
earning the title of Cantor and stepping up on the Bimah in August
to lead you in prayer. And although this marks another new chapter
in the life of Congregation Beth Shalom, I feel that I’m just another
link in the chain of its history, and I’m looking forward to getting to
meet each member of this congregation and involving each of you in
its life and future. Our challenge will be to preserve the best that each Rabbi (before me)
has brought to Beth Shalom, while moving forward and infusing it with renewed energy
and commitment. I look forward to what we are all about to learn from each other.

Thirteen years later, I couldn’t possibly have predicted the events, both joyous and
tragic, that have shaped all our lives. We built a new sanctuary, grew our Shabbat
morning service, welcomed lay leaders to the Bimah, began building interfaith
relationships, celebrated B’nai Mitzvah, mourned together at the passing of cherished
congregants, learned together, shared meals together, and supported each other in a
myriad of ways.

But over the past few years, our country has gone through a major upheaval, thanks
to a global pandemic coupled with the rapid rise of antisemitism, racism, xenophobia,
transphobia, tragic gun violence, white supremacy, an insurrection that nearly toppled
our democracy, and a devastating war in Ukraine that doesn’t show signs of winding
down.

We have become a decidedly polarized nation that has increasingly lost the ability
to act and speak civilly to each other and discern truth from lies. Some of us can’t even
exercise our right to vote without fearing intimidation and threats from others at polling
sites.

This new reality has shaken me to the core, but it also awakened in me the
motivation to add my voice to the scores of committed individuals and organizations
who have chosen not to give in to despair. Many of those voices have come from the
Jewish community – from the ADL, HIAS, Truah, Keshet, the URJ, the RAC and the
AJWS. Some of those voices have come from some of Judaism’s most brilliant
theologians, scholars and clergy, including Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, who
famously proclaimed, “In a free society, some are guilty, and all are responsible.”
I have come to see the pulpit not only as a place of spiritual inspiration, but, just as
importantly, as a place to inspire meaningful action, and to share ways in which we can
all have a hand in acting responsibly, as our tradition demands of us. To me, Torah study
is meaningless if it doesn’t prompt us to take concrete steps to fix what is broken. I’m
proud of, and thank you for, the steps we’ve taken together for the past 13 years to
further this effort. I am sorry that we will not be able to forge ahead together, and it is…

My Two ShekelsSchedule of Services
Friday, June 3

Led by Cantor Allen
Saturday, June 4

Led by Stuart Snow
Torah: Bamidbar

Sunday, June 5
1st Day of Shavuot Service w/ Yizkor

10 am
Led by Cantor Allen

Friday, June 10
Led by Dina Lindell
Saturday, June 11
Led by Judy Pelusi

Torah: Naso

Friday, June 17
Led by Cantor Allen
Saturday, June 18
Led by Lisa Rein

Torah: Beha’alotcha

Friday, June 24
Led by Barry Goldfarb & Mar�ne Thomas

Saturday, June 25
Led by Cantor Allen

Torah: Sh’lach

Monday Mornings
10:30 AM
on Zoom

RSVP to
stusnow@aol.com

Torah Study

…continued on page 3



Shabbat Morning, June 25th, will mark the last service
Cantor Allen will lead at Beth Shalom after 13 years of being
our spiritual leader. She will undoubtedly be missed. Many
attended Sheri's tenth-anniversary celebration, where we had
the opportunity to acknowledge her contributions and share
personal messages of thanks and love. Sheri has worked closely
with many CBS presidents, and I have asked them to share
special thoughts and memories of her time with us.

It was during Barry Schneider's presidency that Beth
Sholom first hired Cantor Allen to serve as our High Holy Day
Cantor alongside Rabbi Ned Soltz. As time passed and Rabbi
Soltz retired, Sheri was offered the position as our spiritual
leader, which she gladly accepted. Barry shared, "We have been
honored to have Sheri and her family as part of our
congregation and community. She brought beauty and
spirituality to our services with her lovely voice and insightful
D'var Torahs."

We were all drawn to Cantor Allen's great, infectious
enthusiasm. Barry Goldfarb feels that "Sheri's enthusiasm for
Judaism and Jewish music has changed us for the better. Her
introduction of the Craig Taubman Friday Night Live melodies,
the introduction of the upbeat Kaddish Shalem melody during
High Holy Day morning services, and singing of the Gerald
Cohen tune for Psalm 23 at funeral services never failed to bring
people to tears. He also remembers the enthusiasm CantorAllen
showed for teaching, which he experienced in the trope classes
he took with her. Ellen Pincus is grateful for Sheri's" incredibly
contagious enthusiasm, beautiful voice, and amazing
commitment to new and essential projects. "My admiration for
these qualities has never changed."

Ellen adds that Sheri was a compassionate listener, guide,
and friend during her husband's illness and passing. "In a time
of such difficulty and loss, you want to say goodbye in the most
meaningful and beautiful way possible. The Cantor's perfectly
thoughtful and heartfelt words and her hauntingly beautiful
singing of the El Malei Rachamim prayer truly comforted our
family."

Cantor Allen has led so many of our memorable lifecycle
events. Lynda Feinberg warmly remembers Sheri's marriage
ceremonies for some of her children and baby-namings for her
grandchildren. She also remembers, as so many of us do, being
comforted by Sheri after the loss of both of her parents,
commenting, "In times of celebration and in times of grief, I
could not have asked for a better spiritual leader."

We have been blessed to have Sheri Allen as our spiritual
leader, educator, and partner. Pam Sudbury shares, "We were
enriched by her song, inspired by her words, and motivated by
her actions." Pam appreciates Sheri's commitment to the
Advanced Care Planning seminars, well-received community
events, and her innovative programs, including Ask the Cantor
Shabbats, Shirat Shabbats, Jewpardy Games, and Richard's
famously fun Parsha Plays. And of course, Sheri's fabulous
chocolate chip cookies, which remain legendary, were a hit with
adults and kids alike, causing a bidding war at Beth Shalom
galas!

Yael Sasley and her family are thankful that "during her
tenure, Sheri expanded our knowledge of social justice, the…
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A Tribute To Cantor Sheri Allen

Membership Renewal

…continued on page 3

This year promises to be an exci�ng year, with our
campus now fully opened. The Board has recently held its
annual calendar planning session for the coming fiscal
year. Consistent with our history of on-site events, it is
chocked full of programs, educa�onal classes, services,
and opportuni�es to be together throughout the year!
Stay tuned for updates on the High Holy days, plans to
celebrate our community as we enter our 43rd year, as we
move forward to hire our next spiritual leader.

In the next couple of weeks, the office will be sending
out the membership applica�on for the 2022-2023 fiscal
year in the hopes that you will complete and submit it
promptly. This year we will be asking each family to
minimally contribute a $50 security fee. Please consider
giving more than the minimal required amount to help
defray addi�onal security costs we expect to incur.
Security fees will go directly into the Security Fund and
will be used for that purpose only. As communicated
earlier, all on-site services and community events will be
staffed by an off-duty uniformed police officer. The
security fee must be paid before the High Holidays.

If you plan on renewing at the same Fair Share pledge
amount as last year or intend to increase to or beyond the
suggested Fair Share, we have a solu�on. Merely call or
email Thressa at 817-860-5448 or info@bethshalom.org,
and she will take care of the rest. Your commitment now
will ensure our bright future tomorrow.

My Two Shekels
…continued from page 1
my hope that you continue this work, because I believe it’s the
most important, and sacred task God has given us.

So I’ll leave you with the words I first shared with you in
2009: “You are and have always been the foundation of Beth
Shalom. Each Rabbi has put their own individual stamp on it,
but you are its backbone.And you will determine the direction
that it will take.”

I wish you all the best moving forward.

- Cantor Sheri Allen
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A Tribute To Cantor Sheri Allen
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pillar of the Reform movement ." She is grateful for the
Cantor's time on her d'var Torahs, drawing on various secular
and religious sources. "We appreciate her efforts to keep
services inclusive for those who attended, the beauty of
music and song she consistently brought to us, her genuine
love of and interest for the congregation's welfare, and her
efforts to connect us to other faith communities."

As your current president, I will never forget when the
Cantor first came to Beth Shalom, and we had a photoshoot
to find the right picture of her to represent the synagogue. It
was a difficult task because of Sheri's avoidance to be
photographed under the strobes and the various background
changes. After we finished, Sheri walked onto the Bimah,
and I took a candid picture standing in front of the Ark,
simple and elegant. It was that picture we now display at our
entrance, and it will be a part of Beth Shalom for all time.

I, too witnessed Sheri's many lifecycle events over the
years, with Sheri giving her gift of voice and heart to the
congregation. After my mother's passing, when I needed her
most, Sheri was there for me, offering prayers and comfort.
A person of high intellect and strong character, she would
always speak out for those affected by social injustice. In
changing times comes opportunity, and I look forward to the
contributions Sheri will make to Judaism and society.

The past presidents of CBS echo our congregation's
good wishes for Cantor Allen. "We wish success for her as
she enters the next phase of her life and health and happiness
for her family in all their endeavors." "We wish Richard and
Sheri all the best today, tomorrow, and always." "Thank you,
Sheri, for your commitment and always helping keep CBS a
viable part of the Jewish community through your inspiration
and guidance."

With peace, blessing, and good wishes,

- Michael Kapin
President, Congregation Beth Shalom

The past CBS presidents and our Beth Shalom community

Spotlight
When the Goldsmith family lived in Orlando, Fla., they were

members of a Conservative synagogue, Congregation Beth Am.
Debbie Goldsmith would sometimes see a red-headed woman who
was about the same age as she was at the
synagogue. They would nod and say hello but
didn’t really know each other until they served
on a committee together. Even then, they were
more acquaintances than friends.

The Goldsmiths eventually moved to the
Atlanta area, where the family developed a
lifelong obsession with the Atlanta Braves. A
few years later, they moved once again, this
time to Southlake.

They joined Congregation Beth Shalom,
and one day Debbie was at the synagogue and saw a face that
seemed familiar. But that can happen when you move and are eager
to fit in with your new surroundings. But no, she was certain she did
know her: It was the red-headed woman from Beth Am. Debbie
Goldsmith and Rochelle Bekerman had the “I know you”
conversation and this unexpected reunion somehow intensified
their relationship. “We became instant close friends,” said Debbie.

Rochelle persuaded Debbie to join Sisterhood, and Debbie
jumped in with both feet, serving as membership chair for four
years, treasurer for two years, co-president for two years, and
president for two years. Debbie was as dedicated as it is possible to
be at each position she held and is especially proud of raising
membership from 82 to 113 women during her term as membership
chair. In 2004, Debbie was named congregant of the year.

Debbie was also part of a group of eight women who studied
together weekly for nine months, learning the prayers and rituals
for a bat mitzvah. It was with joy that Debbie celebrated her late-in-
life Bat Mitzvah before her family and many friends in 2006.

These days, Debbie has a new role in the Jewish community
that brings her both joy and purpose. Since Feb. 2020, she has been
Carole Rogers' full-time assistant at Jewish Family Services. She
has an array of duties, ranging from recording income and expenses
to scheduling appointments for clients to putting together Passover
baskets for seniors served by the organization. This year there were
more than 40 baskets delivered to elderly clients.

“I’m 69 years old and I would not be working if I did not
absolutely love it,” said Debbie. “I think this is the best job I have
ever had in my life. And Carole is the best boss ever.”

This month, though, Debbie will be taking a week off work to
don a glamorous hairnet and apron and work as part of the kitchen
crew at Camp Impact, the day camp for low-income children begun
by Beth Shalom years ago. “I’ve been part of the kitchen crew with
Rochelle and Christine and others since 2002 and I wouldn’t miss
it for anything,” Debbie said.

Our 1stAnnual Lag B’omer celebration was held outside, Sunday
May 15th. There was delicious Texas BBQ and all the fixins,
Israeli music, a s’mores station, crafts and games and face
painting. A good time was had by all!
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June 1
Thelma Sobel
June 2
William Forrest Franklin*
Dorothy Greenfield
Barbara Jacobs
June 3
Dorothy Gould*
Anne Lewis*
Della Nass
June 4
Evelyn Burger*
Paul Solomon
June 5
Milton Green
Evelyn Kabakoff
Sydney Rubins*
June 6
Rozsi Fleischmann*
Ralph Glickman
Richard Wenokur*
June 7
Stevie Freedman
Mary Kulakoff*
Daniel Lucas*
Jerome Prigoff
June 8
Irving J. Shapiro*
June 10
Rabbi Isaac Wasserman
June 11
Samuel Price*
June 12
Richard Easton
Herbert Freeman
June 13
Lea Guetta

June 14
Michael David Horn
Jan Stanton*
June 15
Rona Horton
Obbie Lewis*
June 17
Bennett Dorfman*
June 18
Harry Cohen
June 20
Eugene Egyes
June 21
Lee Kornitzky*
Harvey Milton Millstone*
June 22
Truitt Berrier*
Isadore "Tim" Binder*
Samuel Kramer*
Edith Lewis*
June 23
Evelyn Theodora Dube*
June 24
Norman Al Sonenthal*
Ruth Weiss*
June 25
Ruth Weiger
June 26
Sheldon Konigsberg
June 27
Shula Konigsberg
Samuel Levy
John San Antonio*
June 29
Bert Coller
Dan N Ratner*
June 30
Mildred Aaronson*

Yahrzeits

June 9
Darla & Jeremy Shaw

June 18
Aaron & Melanie Relyea

June 24
Karen & John Blair

June 30
Richard & Sheri Allen

Anniversaries

Sisterhood
Sisterhood held their paid-up membership event on May

22. It was a "Jar-cuterie" class led by Chef Carol Pock, with
everyone gathered around a table creating, laughing and even
discussing some serious matters such as Judaism in the next
generation. Thank you to Danielle Snailer for the event idea, to
Yael Sasley for pulling everything together, and to Carol Pock
for the comedy/cookery show.

Brotherhood and Sisterhood will hold a clean-up event on
Sunday, June 12, at 11 a.m. We will be tackling the upstairs of
the synagogue. Please come and help, if you can.

The next Sisterhood board meeting will take place at 7
p.m. on June 9, with a special presentation taking place.
Dinner beforehand at Sprouts.

Another year under our belts and what an amazing year it
was! Thanks to everyone for helping to make this such a
wonderful time of learning for all our students. From the
teachers to the Sunday morning helpers, the whole
congregation who has supported us and the CBS board who
believe in the future of our young kids thanks are never
enough! I hope that each and everyone of you knows how
much I appreciate you.

As I think ahead to next year I know I will be looking
forward to your help again. I will be looking for a teacher so if
you might be interested please let me know. It is an extremely
rewarding experience.

Meanwhile, I hope to see many of you during the summer
months whether it’s at a congregational event or services. I
hope each of you have a safe and fun summer!

Religious School

- Stephanie Posner
Religious School Director

- Cathy Frisinger

The Snow Cone truck was a big hit on a 95º day!
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June 1
Phoebe San Antonio
June 4
Dylan Lile
June 5
Michael Kapin
Ean Robertson
Randy San Antonio
June 7
Janet Aaronson
Toni Epstein
June 8
Ryan Dickman
June 13
Elĳah Zadwick

June 19
Cookie Kabakoff
Arlene Schwartz
June 20
Kyla Wagner
June 25
puckmaren glass
Jonathan Mikulencak
Christopher Thomas
June 27
Aaron Relyea
June 28
Sarita Cabrero
June 29
Roy Aldaba

Birthdays

General Fund
Donation to Janet Aaronson’s Facebook Birthday Fundraiser

Jamie & John Mowry and family
Sue & Michael Clearfield
Lani & Roy Aldaba
Laura Donahue
Marta Johnson
Dick & Barb Chiarello
Melanie Garver
Cheryl Visosky
Lori Rosenstein
The Posner family
Mark & Ivy Lewis
Jillian & Josh Friedensohn & family
Rabbi Keith Stern

In Memory Of Isidore Friedman, Rose Friedman & Syde
Kirshbaum
In Honor Of Brian & Klila Caplan’s anniversary and the
birthdays of Janet Aaronson, Toni Epstein & Cookie
Kabakoff

From Ruth Friedman
In Memory Of Ralph Glickman

From John & Karen Blair
In Memory Of Harvey Milton Millstone

From Marty & Sharon Wichter
In Memory Of Lee Kornitzky

From Elaine Kornitzky
In Memory Of Irving J. Shapiro

From Ellen Pincus
Security Fund
Donation from Pam and Johnny Sudbury
Donation from Richard Greenberg
Donation from First Rate directed through Danielle Snailer
In Memory Of Jan Stanton

From Jim Stanton
Scholarship Fund
In Memory Of Laura Dukes Zollars

From Brenda Weinstock

Donations
Received thru May 20th
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Painting by Randy San Antonio on display at the
Grapevine Community Center

Cadet Joy Atkens, Legacy High
JROTC received 17 Awards as
overall best Cadet in academics,
physical fitness and more at an
award ceremony in Mansfield for
JROTC Cadets.

The pop-up canopies provided some relief from the blazing sun!

Thank you to our amazing volunteers who helped make our 1st
Annual celebration such a success!

Front row (seated, Left to Right) Ellen Pincus, Stephanie Posner,
Andrea Snow, Roy Aldaba
Standing Left to Right: Stephen Cabrero, Stan Zach & Dorit
Mikulencak, Barrett Garretson, Mark Lewis, Mona Karten,
William L., Stuart Snow


