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Schedule of Services
January 2020

Tevet/Shevat 5780
Friday, January 3, 7:30 pm

Led by Dina Lindell
Saturday, January 4, 10:00 am

Led by Judy Pelusi
Torah: Vayigash

Friday, January 10, 7:30 pm
Brotherhood/Sisterhood Shabbat

Led by Barry Goldfarb
and Martine Thomas

Saturday, January 11, 10:00 am
Brotherhood/Sisterhood Shabbat

Led by Stuart Snow
Torah: Vayechi

Friday, January 17, 7:30 pm
Led by Bob Burns

Saturday, January 18, 10:00 am
CBS Board Installation

Led by Cantor Sheri Allen
Torah: Shemot

Friday, January 24, 7:30 pm
Led by Stephanie Posner

Saturday, January 25, 10:00 am
Shirat Shabbat

Led by Cantor Sheri Allen with
Chuck and Cantor R. Rosenberg

Torah: Vaera

Friday, January 31, 7:30 pm
Led by Cantor Sheri Allen

and Shane Lackman
Saturday, February 1, 10:00 am

Led by Cantor Sheri Allen
Bar Mitzvah of Shane Lackman

Torah: Bo

My Two Shekels
A new year has begun, and with it a new year of possibilities for Congregation

Beth Shalom. We will be installing a new board in a few weeks, and we’ve got
some exciting new ideas and programs to share.

I can’t wait to reveal our new Shirat Shabbat Saturday service on January 25.
Until now, we’ve only done musical services on Friday night, so we’re taking it to
the next level! As much as I’ve loved how our Saturday
service has evolved through the years, I felt the time had
come to try something a bit different.

The inspiration came from attending such a service in
Chicago back in March, created by my friend and colleague
Cantor Rachel Rosenberg. She is the Cantor at a conser-
vative congregation - Rodfei Zedek, - on the South Side of
Chicago. She and her husband, Chuck Rosenberg, also
have a fabulous band that performs for various programs
and events in the Chicago area, and six years ago they cre-
ated a service called the Na’Aseh V’Nishmah Minyan.

They draw around 30-40 congregants, impressive since
a more traditional service also takes place at the same time.
The Na’Aseh V’Nishma minyan has become so popular that about 70% of B'nai
Mitzvah families choose to have this type of service for their simcha. Last year
they even added a Rosh HaShanah service.

Our service promises to be uplifting, moving, and completely participatory –
we will be praying and singing in the round in one voice, and engaging in group
Torah study as well. And assuming that it will be successful, we hope to replicate
this service on a regular basis. Our own guitarist, Chris Curtis, will also be partici-
pating, in anticipation of leading with me in the future. This is an incredible oppor-
tunity for our congregation to be exposed to something new, fresh and spiritually
energizing, while still interspersing the traditional elements and nusach that are a
part of regular Saturday morning service.

Cantor Rachel and Chuck are flying here in the midst of a Chicago winter,
(always a risky move!) and since they are willing to come to us, we need to show
up for them!

So mark your calendars and get ready to share Shirat Shabbat on Saturday,
January 25.

Wishing you all a happy and healthy secular New year!
— Cantor Sheri Allen

Torah Study
Monday mornings at

10:30 am at the home of
Marian Feld, 1411 Glasgow
Drive, Arlington (817-465-
9507).

Food responsibilities will be
rotated and shared by all.

RSVP to Marian at:
mariankfeld524@gmail.com Happy (secular) New Year!
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The Ritual Life
 “I pray to G-d within me that he will give me the

strength to ask him the right questions.”
- Elie Wiesel

 

My name is Jordan Zadwick and this will be my first
article in the HaShomer as ritual chair. 

Before I begin, I first want to thank my predecessor and
position mentor Stuart Snow for his guidance since last Spring
as I learn many of the ropes relating to this position.

Secondly, I want to thank the
members of our Beth Shalom family
for having the faith in me and our com-
mittee to oversee, uphold, and honor
the rituals, traditions, and past halachic
precedents of our community and of
our faith.

Thirdly, I want to thank the mem-
bers of the ritual committee and Can-
tor Allen, without whom none of this
would be possible, and of whom I will
value their wisdom, insights, and opin-
ions when it comes to ruling and ad-
dressing on matters that arise and/or evolve.

I have had the great privilege to study under a variety of
Jewish leaders, scholars, and thinkers across the spectrum
from Orthodoxy and Chassidism to Renewal.As my wife and
I have fought back the onslaught of assimilation from our
extended family — Halachic matters, rituals, and traditions of
our faith and their preservation have been an interest of mine
for as long as I can remember.

That said, as my predecessor Stuart Snow stated in last
months reprint of his first article, These subjects do not live in
a vacuum. I wholeheartedly agree. 

In the coming months I have many ideas I hope to be
discussed and implemented that will benefit our community at
Beth Shalom and foster inspiration. Some of these will in-
clude ideas relating to: our Friday night services, building and
updating an extensive ritual informational page on the Beth
Shalom website, and having our older b’nai mitzvah students/
graduates come and speak with the younger generations about
what Judaism means to them. L’dor V’dor!

This month Asarah B’Tevet, on the 10th of Tevet (falls
on January 7th), in the year 425 BCE, Nebuchadnezzar Laid
siege to Yerushalayim. Almost three years later, on the 9th of
Tammuz, the city walls were breached, and on the 9th of Av
that same year, the temple was destroyed and we were exiled
to Babylonia for 70 years. 

The two days leading up to this day are also of great
historical importance. 

In 313 BCE, on the 9th of Tevet, we have the passing
of the great scribe Ezra, exactly 1000 years after the giving of
the Torah on Mt. Sinai. Ezra led our people back home to
Israel after the Babylonian exile and personally oversaw the
building of the second temple.

It is Ezra who canonized the 24 books of the Tanach
and set forth a precedence of laws and rulings guaranteeing
Judaism would continue to this very day. This specifically
resonates with me as I write my first article as ritual chair.

From the President
(Acceptance Speech, December 2019)

My Fellow Congregants:
It is with great pride and deep humility that I once again

accept the office and responsibility as president of Beth
Shalom’s board. Just as I had big shoes to fill assuming this
position after Dr. Barry Schneider,
so too am I posed with a similar
challenge after taking the reins from
Pam Sudbury.

Pam, it has been an honor and
a pleasure to serve as your vice
president. We truly complemented
each other, and I hope to emulate
our relationship going forward with
VP Michael Kapin.

Your affection for Beth Sha-
lom and our community is clear,
and was your guiding compass in all your decisions. Thank
you for your time, dedication, devotion, energy, passion and
steady hand as circumstances dictated.

Due to your leadership, and an active and engaged board,
we were able to accomplish many goals and achievements
during your administration.

And speaking of an active and engaged board, I wish to
thank all who are in the middle of their terms, and those whose
terms expired who volunteered to stand with me for another
two years. Beth Shalom has had a very active calendar of
services, fundraising events, programs, classes, speakers, and
social activities, social media updates, and a software conver-
sion, which don’t appear at the snap of a finger or in isolation.

This requires hours of preparation and planning. I would
also ask you to thank our board for taking the security of our
campus so seriously as to be personally involved during ser-
vices to usher, lock the doors, man the tablet, and act as
gatekeeper in order to keep us safe. We owe them all a debt
of gratitude.

For, just as we stand on the shoulders of our ancestors,
so too do I stand on the shoulders of all the presidents who
came before me, for inspiration and guidance as my adminis-
tration prepares for the next two years.

Speaking of past presidents, incoming VP Mike Kapin,
suggested that I reach out to our past presidents to form a
Past President's Council, and I wholeheartedly endorsed this
idea!

We have a wealth of perspective, insight and knowledge
among our seven past presidents, and it behooves us to seek
their counsel. We will meet once per quarter (or as the situa-
tion dictates) to discuss any issues at hand.

I now wish to turn to the focus of my administration
over the next two years. When religious communities strip

Continued on page 5 . . .

Continued on page 6 . . .
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Congregation Beth Shalom

Sisterhood Gift Shop

We 'R' Judaica
Open: Sundays, 11:00 a.m. to Noon

or by appointment - Contact the
CBS office: 817-860-5448

Religious School
Happy secular New Year!
I hope that each and every one of you has a wonderful

year ahead of you with nothing but joy and happiness. At
religious school, that is what we are all about! Our kids en-
joyed a fun and creative Chanukah Workshop (see page 7),
followed by delicious latkes that were lovingly prepared by
Dorit Mikulencak, Cindy Mendez, and Nancy Cariker-
Moon. They were absolutely delicious! Thank you so much.

We are looking forward to a special day of performing
mitzvahs on January 26th. Our whole school will be heading
to Ahavath Sholom to meet up with kids from neighboring
congregations to pack food for those less fortunate than our-
selves. It is such a pleasure to see our children working hard
for the benefit of others!

We continue to collect tzedakah each week. Please re-
member to send your child with $.50.

A big shout out to one of our most loyal donors who
collect their change every day and bring us a nice donation
each year. This couple chooses to remain anonymous which
is one of the highest levels of giving. Your kindness is very
appreciated.

We will have many more activities in the coming months.
I hope to see many of you visiting the school or just helping
out in any way that you can. We are small but we are proud!

Happy 2020!
– Stephanie Posner

Religious School Director

Sisterhood
Happy 2020! Let me start the New Year with a huge

thank you to Lisa Rein for coordinating our largest and hard-
est fundraiser of the year again this year: Giftwrapping! You
did an amazing job and we appreciate you. I would also like
to thank all our wonderful volunteers (guys and gals) who
helped giftwrap. Without you we could not have been suc-
cessful!

Thank you to Cindy Mendez and Nancy Cariker-
Moon for helping to make the Latkes for the religious school
Chanukah workshop, and our annual Sisterhood and Brother-
hood Chanukah party. If you were in the building that day I
am sure you would agree they smelled (and tasted) delicious.

Thank you, Laura Slayton, for organizing our annual
Sisterhood/Brotherhood sponsored Chanukah party along with
all our other events. We changed it up a little this year, but the
food, fun and friendship was amazing.

Once again Sisterhood took part in the Chanukah adop-
tion with Jewish Family Services. We adopted a baby girl who
is expected to be born in March of this year. I know her
family is very appreciative of everyone’s generosity.

2020 promises to be just as great as 2019. If you have
not joined Sisterhood yet, it’s not too late. We are always
ready to welcome you with open arms. Join us!

Our next monthly meeting is January 9, at 7:00 p.m.
Hope to see you there!

— Dorit Mikulencak
President, CBS Sisterhood

B'nai Mitzvah
Shane Lackman

We are excited to celebrate Shane Lackman becoming
a Bar Mitzvah next month. Shane turned 13 in October, and is
a 7th grader at Harvard-Westlake School in LosAngeles, Cali-
fornia. Like most teens, his inter-
ests lie somewhere between the foot-
ball field, the latest sneaker, and
playing video games with friends.

He enjoys few things more
than a well timed punchline, listen-
ing to music, and working on the
family vehicles with his dad. His
heart is, at least partly, in Texas,
where he spends a lot of time visit-
ing relatives on both his mother’s
and father’s sides of the family.

Shane decided to become a
Bar Mitzvah at Congregation Beth Shalom to honor his grand-
parents, Annette and Howard Lackman, who were among
the many dedicated founders of this synagogue.

He is a passionate and kind-hearted young man for whom
the opportunity to share this day with family in Texas means
so much more than a big party in Los Angeles. Demonstrative
of his strong connection to family and tradition, Shane chose
to wait for Parshat Bo because it was also his father’s and late
grandfather’s Torah portion for their respective Bar Mitzvahs.

Shane would like to thank the congregation for their
warmth and willingness to accommodate his desire to be at
Beth Shalom for this special day. He thanks Cantor Allen,
Stuart Snow, Stephanie Posner, and Thressa Lobel for all
their encouragement and support behind the scenes, and his
patient Hebrew tutor in Los Angeles, Laura Clumeck, for
ensuring the journey is meaningful, thorough, and free of stress.

Save the Date:
Monday evening, March 9
Director Phil Kabakoff announces that The Not
Ready for Purim Players is seeking aspiring actors/
actresses for our Annual Purim Spiel, The Time
Machine, Monday evening, March 9.
Be on the lookout for the casting call
announcement next month, and answer the call.
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Birthdays

Anniversaries
January 6

Larry & Martine Thomas

January 4
Linda Elsenbaumer

January 5
Joseph Atkens

January 7
Michael Fleischer

January 8
Jared Snow

January 10
Andrew Robertson

January 11
Michael Dickman
Ruth Friedman
Jeff Rothschild

January 13
Preston Allen

January 17
Bennie Sudbury

January 18
Scott Slayton
Ben Weiger * Memorial Plaque in Sanctuary

Yahrzeits
January 1

Leonard Krindler
Samuel B. Richmond
Clara Rothschild

January 3
Eliezer Friedman

January 4
Nancy Massaro*
Charles Rothschild*
Rose Wilbert

January 5
Richard Cook
Dirk Hellwig*
Max Mezger
Seymour Roberts, Sr.*

January 6
Zelda Levin
Joseph Meckler*
Jeanette Schonfeld*

January 7
Sylvia Rubin*
Milton Weiss

January 8
Myron Berkson
Rheda Licker*
Debbie Weinbaum

January 9
Fay Kleir
Franklyn Longoria
Rachmil Rosenstein*
Nathan Rothschild*
Ann Sheen*

January 10
H.J. Cobbel*
Sam Weiger

January 12
Florence Levy Efron
Elizabeth Lifschitz
Dorothy G. Waetzman*

January 13
Lela May Bolding*
Saul Greenberg
Robert Lizun

January 14
Ruth Mayster*
Ida Siegel

January 15
Warren Anderson
David H. Siegel*

January 16
Rosa Rothschild

January 17
Robert Kaplan
Katherine Zucker

January 18
Hetty Rubins*

January 19
Renee Kas
Melvin Slayton

January 21
Anselm Rothschild

January 22
Joseph G. Geisler*

January 23
Samuel William Flack*
Philip Herman*
Kim Kravetz-Bryan

January 24
Stuart Bloom
Stanley Feinberg*
Evelyn Grossman

January 25
Harold "Hesh" Weiner

January 26
Florence Baronoffsky*
Coston Gardner*
Samuel M. Posnock*

January 27
Ada Jolkovsky

January 28
Lorean Gardner*

January 29
Alan Chait
Alice Coplin*
Trudie Sobel

January 30
David Poster*

Donations (Received prior to December15)

GENERAL FUND
In memory of Isaac ben Shaoul Israel
and Amelia bat Yitzhak

from Aimee and Phil Pelletier
In memory of Sanford Green

from Jon Green
In memory of Lena Pack

from Gene and Christine Posnock
In honor of Richard Allen's birthday

from Stephen and Sarita Cabrero
from Ellen Pincus

In appreciation of Janet Aaronson and
all she does for CBS; in honor of Richard
Allen's birthday

from Sherwin Rubin

BUILDING FUND
In apreciation of CBS

from the Tuesday Mah Jonng group

MAINTENANCE FUND
In memory of Selma Schneider

from Barry Schneider

ONEG/KIDDUSH FUND
In memory of Ben Rafi Mayeri and
Chai Sassoon

fromAmir and Shirley Sassoon

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In honor of Richard Allen's birthday

from Randy and Trish San Antonio
In memory of Howard Lackman

from the Lackman family

EDUCATION FUND
In memory of David H. Siegel

from Hy Siegel

CHEVRA KADDISHA FUND
In memory of Nellie van Coevordon-London
and Henrietta Voet

from Elliott and Loesje Blumberg

January 20
PaulAbkowitz

January 21
Philippe Lecoq
Stuart Snow

January 23
Shelby Snow

January 24
Stephen Cabrero

January 25
Dorit Mikulencak

January 31
Rebekah Posner
David Rein

Would you like to honor
someone's good deed, honor a
birthday, special occasion or
send condolences? You can do
this with a donation that ben-
efits Congregation Beth Shalom.

You may indicate a fund
of your choice, or leave it to the
discretion of the administrative
assistant to select it for you.

Donation forms are
available on the CBS website
(www.bethshalom.org) or from
the CBS office.

If the recipient is not a
member of Congregation Beth
Shalom, please be sure to
include their address.

Brotherhood/Sisterhood
Weekend, January 10 - 12

Please make plans to join our annual Brother-
hood/Sisterhood Weekend, when our members will lead
and participate in services Friday evening and Satur-
day morning.

The weekend will culminate with the Brother-
hood Breakfast Speaker series on Sunday, at 9:30 a.m.
Guest speaker Rabbi Ralph Mecklenberger will discuss
his book, Our Religious Brains, which will be avail-
able for sale after his presentation. (See the December
issue of HaShomer for details.)

A complimentary breakfast will precede the
speaker's presentation.
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Thank You to the following for their Donations
to Our High Holy Day Appeal

Jerry & Janet Aaronson
PaulAbkowitz
Roy & Lani Aldaba
Joe & Rochelle Bekerman
Bob & Karen Burns
Stephen & Sarita Cabrero
Lori Cole
Patricia Cushman
Ron & Linda

Elsenbaumer
Norm & Toni Epstein
Marian Feld & Dub Horn
George & Christy

Fleischmann
Ruth Friedman

Harold Friedman
Scott Friedman
Jim & Cathy Frisinger
Marty& Debbie Goldsmith
Barry Goldfarb
Larry & Mary Goodman
Jay & Sarah Hatler
Mike & Suzi Kapin
Phil & Cookie Kabakoff
Carol Levy
Mark Lewis
Cindy Mendez
Robert Mendez
Stan & Dorit

Mikulencak

Phil & Aimee Israel-
Pelletier

Ellen Pincus
Carol Pock
Richard & Stephanie

Posner
Gene & Christine

Posnock
Michael & Lisa Rein
Carol Rothschild
Jeff & Michele

Rothschild
Sherwin Rubin
Brent & Yael Sasley
Lee Schulman

Scott & Laura Slayton
Hy Siegel
Mark& Danielle Snailer
Stuart andAndrea Snow
Max Spindler
Kathryn Stone
Johnny & Pam Sudbury
Larry & Martine

Thomas
Kathy Venable
Ben & Fran Weiger
Marty & Sharon

Wichter
Jordan & Khalin

Zadwick

From the President
. . . continued from page 2

away the busyness and organizational layers that often keep
us from the heart of Jewish life, a new type of community is
born. The Chasidic master, Rabbi Nachman of Breslov, illus-
trates how powerfully transformative this reframe can be: “a
person reaches in three directions—inward to oneself, up to
God; out to others. The miracle of life is that in truly reaching
in any one direction, one embraces all three.”

To quote The Relational Judaism Handbook, written
by Dr. Ron Wolfson, and Rabbis Nicole Auerbach and Lydia
Medwin, “It’s all about relationships. People will come to syna-
gogues, JCCs, Federations, and other Jewish organizations
for programs, but they will stay for relationships.

It’s not about programs. It’s not about marketing. It’s
not about branding, labels, logos, clever titles, websites or
smartphone apps. It’s not even about institutions. It’s about
relationships.”

Our relationships will be based on three tiers that will
form the framework of my administration, Judaism, commu-
nity and each other.

Why Judaism first? Because this is the ultimate mission,
the Prime Directive; to strengthen everyone’s relationship with
Judaism—its religion, values, culture and peoplehood. Goal
#1: connecting with the Jewish experience.

Second, community. Each of us in leadership, whether
professional or lay, is an ambassador of our organization. Our
role in welcoming, serving, and connecting every person in
our community is indispensable.

Our cards are on the table. It is up to everyone on our
board to accept the responsibility of building relationships with
our members and guests, guiding them to find their place un-
der our tent. Goal #2: connecting with our leadership.

Third, a deeper connection to each other. A simple fact:
it’s much easier to quit an organization than it is to quit a
friend. When you are connected to a group of friends who
will be there for you in good times and bad, you have a deeper
relationship with the community of which you are a part.

Thus, a major goal of this Relational Engagement Cam-

paign is to connect our people to each other. Notice that I said
engagement, which implies continuance, not reengagement.

Goal #3: connecting with friends.
Together the three tiers of relational engagement repre-

sent a road map for the work of building a sacred community
of relationships. I am reminded of the well-known verse in
Psalm 133:1:

Hinei ma tov u’ma na’in, shevet achim gam yachad.
How good and pleasant it is when we all dwell together.

When we are together, it is not only pleasing to us, but
also to God! This is the undeniable power of sacred commu-
nity when it works well. When we find our place in it, being
part of a community is good because it helps us find meaning,
an answer to the age-old question of human existence: what
does it all add up to?

It helps us find purpose. We ask ourselves, “What am I
supposed to do with my God-given spiritual gifts and talents?”
And being part of a community is pleasing because it gives us
a sense of belonging—to a group of friends who will be there
with us and for us in good times and bad-and blessing—a
place to celebrate, count and share the many sacred moments
in our lives.

Your board of directors and I believe it is this value offer
of a face-to-face community of relationships that is good and
pleasing precisely because it provides a path to a meaningful,
purposeful, connected and blessed life.

This is our goal, and with God’s help and blessing, we
will succeed.

Join us, won’t you?
— Stuart Snow

President, Congregaton Beth Shalom

Has your email address changed?
Please be sure to notify the CBS office

if you are not receiving your News Blasts!
Thanks! info@bethshalom.org
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The Ritual Life
. . . continued from page 2

In 246 BCE, the Egyptian-Greek ruler Ptolemy, in an
effort to translate the Torah into Greek after 61 years of fail-
ure, gathered 72 Torah sages and had them placed into 72
private and separate rooms — ordering them each to produce
a translation. On the 8th of Tevet, they emerged with 72 iden-
tical translations — considered by many miraculous as they
each diverged in the same 13 places from the literal transla-
tion.

This, however is still considered a dark day for many in
Judaism, as it advanced the agenda of the hellenist Jews to
bring Greek culture into Jewish Life, and turning the Torah
into just “another great book of wisdom” to be placed in
Ptolemy’s vast library.

Asarah B’tevet is observed as a combined fast day (in-
cluding the events from the 8th and the 9th) by Jews all over
the world, refraining from drink or food starting at daybreak
and ending at nightfall. Even if you choose not to fast, or are
unable to fast for health reasons, I urge you to take a moment
that day to reflect on the meaning of these events and what it
was like for our people.

This fast is unique among all fasts in that, even if it falls
on a Friday and interferes with Shabbat preparations, it is still
observed.Another rewarding custom is to say Kaddish for all
the victims of the Holocaust on this day.

In closing I wish to end on a positive note with a quote
from Rebbetzin Dena Weinberg:

“Torah is not education, it’s transformation.”
I urge each and every one of us to make an effort this

year to be more involved in services and Torah study, not just
for the sake of our community, or to make a minyan, but to
transform ourselves further. Tikkun Olam!

For ritual questions or concerns, please reach out to me
and the committee. Our contact information is available via
the office.

L’Chaim!
— Jordan Zadwick

Ritual Committee Chair

Adult Education
The third, of three, lectures at CBS given by Rabbi

Juan Bejarano-Gutierrez, and presented on Sunday, De-
cember 15, was once again packed with information of Jew-
ish history with coordinating slides and charts, so that the
time passed much too quickly for all in attendance.

As Rabbi Juan is devoted to study and teaching, he has
shared this website of his studies for your personal learning -
 thank you, Rabbi Juan: https://yeshivat-meor-
enaim.teachable.com

Please mark your calendars for the next Adult Educa-
tion event. It is planned for Sunday morning, February 9th.
The topic will be: Sharia Law - Myths and Reality. This
lecture will be given by Dr. M. Basheer Ahmed and Dina
Malki, both visitors at CBS.

Dr. Basheer Ahmed is Chairman Emeritus - MCC for
Human Services, Past President IQRA-A Dallas/ Fort Worth
peace initiative, and President IMPMS - Institute of Medi-
eval and Post-Medieval Studies. Dina Malki, with a Master's
Degree in Islamic Studies and Christian-Muslim Relations
from Hartford Seminary in Connecticut, speaks and writes
on topics about Islam and MuslimAmericans.

— Judy Pelusi
Education Committee Chair

Attention all Adult Learners!
Cantor Allen will be teaching adult education
classes after the new year on Wednesdays at
7:00 p.m., and she'd like to hear from you as to
what you would like to study.
There will be 10 sessions, but we can explore
multiple topics instead of just one 10-week
course.

Possible topics include:
Jewish Views of the Afterlife

Advance Care Planning:
Why You Need It and How To Do It

Beginning Hebrew
The Whole Megillah:

Studying the Book of Esther
How to Chant Torah and/or Haftarah
Bikkur Cholim: The Dos and Don'ts

of Visiting the Sick
Ethical Eating: Reform Kashrut

and Digesting "The Sacred Table"
Minimum Class Size: Three Students

Deadline for Signup: January 5
Please respond to Cantor Allen
at cantorsheri@gmail.com with

your thoughts as soon as possible

If You See Something,
Say Something!

Federation
Please consider making a donation to ouor Jew-

ish Federation for this year's campaign. Both your par-
ticipation and your dollars are important.

Thank you for helping to support our community
as well as Jews around the world.

— Lisa Rein
Federation Liason

You can advertise in

HaShomer
the monthly newsletter of
Congregation Beth Shalom

Contact the CBS office for info: 817-860-5448
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CBS Wish List:
Commercial Vacuum Cleaner
New Kitchen Linens

Social Justice
We have a new committee at Beth Shalom: the Social

Justice Committee.  Its members are Brent Sasley, Collette
Grubman, Lisa Rein, and chair, Cathy Frisinger. The com-
mittee reports to the CBS president. 

The Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism is a
non-profit organization that has been in existence for six de-
cades. It was formed in the late ‘50s to promote Jewish val-
ues of social justice. The work of RAC, as it is called for
short, is mandated by the Union for Reform Judaism, which
governs its policy positions.

In the late ’50s, when RAC was first organized, and
through the ’60s, it played a key role in the Civil Rights Move-
ment. RAC has been involved in pushing the needle on the
federal level on a variety of social justice issues ranging from
religious freedom to LGBTQ rights.

About five years ago, RAC decided to open offices in
some states, because it is easier for individual congregations
to have an impact on social justice issues at the state or local
level. RAC-Texas was formed two years ago.

Recently, Cantor Allen, Stuart Snow, Lisa Rein
and Cathy Frisinger attended a RAC-Texas training session in
Dallas. At the meeting, they asked us to sign a statement of
affiliation with RAC-Texas.Affiliating with RAC-Texas means
they would offer their guidance and resources to help us with
whatever social justice projects we choose to pursue. They
even have $5,000 grants we could apply for once we get
seriously involved with a project.

Earlier this year, RAC-Texas successfully completed a
project relating to increased and more equitable funding for
schools in Texas. A school funding bill was approved in the
Texas legislature.

Nationally, RAC is currently focusing on five issues:
immigrant justice, racial justice, gun-violence prevention, re-
productive rights, and climate change. RAC-Texas is specifi-
cally focusing on immigrant justice. Although RAC-Texas is
focusing on immigration, Rabbi David Segal, who is the head
of RAC-Texas, said the organization will be a resource for us
on whatever issue or issues we choose to focus on.

What the Social Justice committee would like to do is
begin by officially affiliating with RAC-Texas. Then we would
like to hold small group meetings in member’s homes to get
an idea of what issues are of most interest to this congrega-
tion.

We will be reaching out to members about meetings. If
you would specifically like to be a part of one of these infor-
mal gatherings, let one of the committee members know.

For more information on RAC-Texas go to rac.org/texas-
religious-action-center.

— Cathy Frisinger
Social Justice Committee Chair

Chanukah Workshop

Zoe Hatler

Shem Atkens

Isaiah Garrison

Menorahs made
by our religious
school students
at the annual
Chanukah
Workshop on
December 14.


