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In a few short weeks, we will be celebrating the holiday of Purim, but it will look
and feel nothing like it did last year. And I remember last year as if it were, literally,
yesterday. True, last year Purim was in March, not February as it is
this year, but you get the idea. Time flies.

Speaking of flying, a year ago I was returning from a trip to visit
my mom in Chicago, knowing that it would probably be the last time
I would travel for a while. Covid was just beginning to make itself
comfortable in our world, but we weren’t locked down, not quite yet.

While in Chicago, I attended services on Shabbat, and the Rabbi
was advising everyone to “elbow bump” each other and avoid
kissing the Torah. I remember sitting nervously by myself in an open
row, hoping no one would sit too close to me, acutely aware of the
sound of a random cough or sneeze in the crowd. Still, I didn’t think
twice about going to the Kiddush lunch, or coming back that night with my mom for a
bit of Torah study before Havdalah. In a small room. Sharing snacks.

And I thought that the few people wearing masks as they boarded the plane were
perhaps being a bit overcautious. After all, we had been in New York just a week prior
to this trip, not for pleasure, but to deal with a medical crisis that Preston was having
(he’s fine). And the infectious disease doctor in the hospital where he stayed assured us
that although yes, this new illness was concerning, thankfully it hadn’t reached our
shores yet, as far as she knew. Apparently, she didn’t know very much, because in
looking back, there was no way it HADN’T made its way into the US.

I returned the day before Purim, and even by then things were beginning to shut
down. We chose to have our Purim celebration anyway, complete with dinner, and we
had a packed sanctuary. As always, Phil wrote a great spiel, and the Not Ready For
Prime Time Purim Players did not disappoint. A mere few days later, we canceled
services, and the next 11 months, as they say, is history.

The Purim story is a tale of triumph – triumph over the darkness of hate, Anti
Semitism, and fear. And we’ve experienced all of those things over the past year. But as
Megillat Esther reminds us, we must never yield to despair. The brave actions of just a
few brought down an evil official bent on destroying an entire people because they
wouldn’t acquiesce to his wishes. When it looked as if all might be lost, despair turned
into rejoicing, the one whose name we are commanded to drown out lost his power and
influence over the King, (as well as his life), and the Jews were…..well….re-jew-
vinated!

We tell this story year after year to remind us that hope is our most precious
commodity – where there is hope, there is light. And that light will lead us to new
beginnings.

This year, that story will be told as we listen in from our zoom boxes. Next year, let
us all hope that we’ll be back in the sanctuary where we belong!

My Two Shekels

- Cantor Sheri Allen

Schedule of Services
Friday, February 5

Led by Stephanie Posner
Saturday, February 6
Led by Cantor Allen

Torah: Yitro

Friday, February 12
Led by Janet Aaronson & Cookie Kabakoff

Saturday, February 13
Led by Cantor Allen
Torah: Mishpa�m

Friday, February 19
Led by Cantor Allen
Saturday, February 20
Led by Stuart Snow
Torah: Terumah

Friday, February 26
Led byMar�ne Thomas & Ruth Friedman

Saturday, February 27
Led by Judy Pelusi
Torah: Tetzaveh

Monday Mornings
10:30 AM
on Zoom

RSVP to
stusnow@aol.com

Torah Study



Purim this year stands as a bookmark for me, for the last time we were able to gather as a community in
our shul was last year at Purim. Instead of punim a’ punim, it will be purim a’ purim! While this may be so, the
hope that this would be our first opportunity to gather once again will not be realized.

All is not lost however, for play director Phil Kabakoff is planning a virtual rendition of our Purim Spiel.
Since play practice will be on Zoom with no travel back and forth to the synagogue involved, my hope is that
this will attract some new faces to the cast of the Never Ready for Prime-Time Players!

I would also like to call out all Torah chanters to join CantorAllen, BenWeiger, Joseph, Lauren, JoyAtkens
and me in volunteering to chant some verses from the Megillah. Cantor Allen will record the verses in the
proper trope to assist and you will have the added advantage of being able to chant it with the vowels!

Let’s make this a Purim to remember, recognizing the Holiday and its message by reliving its story through participation,
adding a higher level of meaning than by merely being a spectator.

As our sages remind us, we are commanded to increase our joy during the month ofAdar. And who couldn’t use more joy right
now?
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We have begun our entry into a new world. Administrations have changed, and democracy was not broken -- even if it had
dangled by a thread. The vaccine rollout is now well underway -- even if it faltered at first. We have entered back
into the ever-important climate accords and reversed decisions that were not equitable to all persons, creeds, and
backgrounds. We have re-authorized our pandemic response team -- even if we continue to live through a global
pandemic.

Honestly, I feel like I can sleep again knowing that scientists rather than politicians are leading our response
to many of these global issues.

I can't help but ask myself, how did we get to this point? It is not the first time in our world's history, and
unfortunately, I am sure it won't be the last. One word that continues to come to my mind is humility.

In our sacred and beloved Torah scrolls, Vayikra opens with "And Hashem called to Moshe". The letter alef
in this passage is written in a smaller size than all of the other letters. Since this is the only occurrence in all of the Torah, our sages
conclude that this is to show Moshe Rabbeinu's humility. The Torah tells us that "the man Moshe was very humble, more so than
any other person on the face of the earth" (Bamidbar 12:3).

Humility is something we can all struggle with. It seems the boundaries between poor self-image versus a haughty self-
inflation can, at times, seem relatively small. This constant balancing act is one of the many challenges we are given on this earth.
Interestingly, from my readings of our sages, I feel that these two extremes are missing the point entirely. We have literally and
figuratively been given the power to shape worlds. Our ancient writings teach us that the entire cosmos' creation was worth it, even
if for only us. At the same time, we are but just dust, and to dust, we shall return.

Last month, we celebrated MLK Jr. Day. As I was introspecting and thinking about this great man, I could not help but
remember one of my favorite quotes. As Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. laid out what he called "The blueprint for life", he said:

"If a man is called to be a street sweeper, he should sweep streets even as a Michaelangelo painted, or Beethoven composed
music or Shakespeare wrote poetry. He should sweep streets so well that all the hosts of heaven and earth will pause to say, “Here...
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lived a great sweeper who did his job well."
He would continue in this theme:
"We need more people who are competent in all areas and

always remember that the important thing is to do a good job.
No matter what it is. Whatever you are doing consider it as
something having cosmic significance, as it is a part of the
uplifting of humanity. No matter what it is, no matter how small
you think it is, do it right. As someone said, do it so well that the
living, dead, or the unborn could do it no better."

Often experiencing the extremes in humility can hinder our
success. It does not matter if it's a lack of humility or an
overabundance of it that cripples us from taking the next and
proper steps to plan or undertake a task. And what about asking
for help?We should never be so arrogant that we are not open to
the experiences and support from someone more qualified than
us in a subject. Nor should the person being approached for help
respond without their own humility.

Sanhedrin 90a teaches us that Hashem gives out measure
for measure, meaning that we get back what we give out. In fact,
King David writes how G-d shadows a person; just as a shadow
responds to its host's movement, so to does G-d respond to our
movements. What, therefore, is the opposite of humility? Well,
that is pride. Pride does not reciprocate itself freely with love but
instead with hatred.

The rabbis have said that "sinnus chinum—baseless hatred"
destroyed the Second Temple. It will require "ahavas chinum—
unqualified love" to rebuild it. The Talmud continues that a
generation in which the Temple has not been rebuilt is
considered one in which it was again destroyed (i.e., guilty of
continuing on the deadly legacy of baseless hatred).

I firmly believe that one thing that holds us back is our
unwillingness to humble ourselves and admit when we were
wrong. Instead, we choose denial, hatred, and a variety of other
justifications to avoid our own humbling moments rather than
the love that should be reciprocated and experienced when we
come together and express a simple recognition of our errors.

At the same time, we must not seek, pressure, or expect
recognition of another person's wrong. They must come to that
place for themselves.

One of my favorite non-fiction authors and poets of all time
is James Baldwin. He lived during the civil rights movement
alongside Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, and other
American civil rights goliaths. He would write about those
experiences:

"I'm not interested in anybody's guilt. Guilt is a luxury that
we can no longer afford. I know you didn't do it, and I didn't do
it either, but I am responsible for it because I am a man and a
citizen of this country and you are responsible for it, too, for the
very same reason... Anyone who is trying to be conscious must
begin to dismiss the vocabulary which we've used so long to
cover it up, to lie about the way things are."

As we walk into the new future we have been given, let's
take the humble path, both in our own lives and with one
another. Let's work to shed chains of arrogance and entitlement
and not expect that the blueprint for life has been equal for all...

- Barrett Garrison
Brotherhood President

...continued from page 2 CBS Congregation,

I am very excited to post the first
Hashomer article since given the honor to
serve as the President of the Brotherhood.
With the current times, trying to get together
can be rather difficult so we held a Virtual
Happy Hour on December 16th, 2020. It was
great to see everyone’s “Spirits” so high!
Some of those that attended are in the picture
below. Next Happy Hour will be in March and
we will kibbitz about current events, share
personal funny stories, and plan Brotherhood events.

The main goal of our Brotherhood is to help our CBS
community in every positive shape and form. In order to do this
effectively, we need to grow! I have been to services and seen
many gentlemen that are not in the Brotherhood. Joining will be
a huge Mitzvah and there are so many ways that you can
contribute. Everyone has their own strengths and together we can
be a great force in the Jewish Community. I am asking for those
men to do me a personal favor and please contact me to join at
954-300-8756 or Rocktheplanet02@yahoo.com. Dues are very
reasonable at $36 a year.

Happy New Year from the Brotherhood!
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Purim on the Planet Shushon
February 25, 2021

featuring . . .
The Never Ready for Prime�me Players

The annual Purim Play will be performed on Purim,
February 25. A new play “Purim on the planet Shushon”

will be performed
virtually by the Congrega�on Beth Shalom

Never Ready for Prime Time Players.
See which cast members are returning

for a command performance.
Save the date and watch for further details.

mailto:rocktheplanet02@yahoo.com


The Congregation records with sorrow
the passing of

Lee Bystock - Cousin of Cookie Kabakoff
Marian Feld - Mother of Brian & Ilene Feld
Sandra Cohen - Aunt of Sheryl Robertson
Caryn Bartow - Friend of Cantor Allen

Nevin Levy - Father of Larry & Shaun Levy & Stephanie
Levy Hensley

Sara Levy - Aunt of Barry Goldfarb
May their memory be a blessing
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February 1
Harold Mandel*
February 2
Marilyn Bloch*
February 3
Bernard Ciocci*
Elsa Greenwald
Blanche Shulman
Payne
Sidney Steinberg
February 5
Abraham Lefer*
February 6
David Henry Rubin*
February 7
Mary Alice Jolkovsky
Philip Needleman
February 8
Clara Schulman
February 9
Gonen Epstein
Brenda Landrum
Anna Levy
February 12
Naomi Binder*
Eli Cobbel*
Lea Fuchs
Sharon Wenokur*
February 13
Abraham Rothschild
David Snow*
February 14
Ruth Bolding*

Leonard Elster
Dorothy Hilbert
King*
February 15
Benjamin Feld*
February 16
Mitzi Mezger
Maxwell J.
Rodenberg*
February 17
Harry Waetzman*
February 18
Efraim Nasserfar*
February 19
George Abraham*
Fay Garrick
Max Kornitzsky*
Isadore J. Sternstein
February 20
Beverly Chovis
Rothschild*
Donald Garver*
Hilda Needleman*
Esther Rowley
Daisy Silverberg
February 21
Morris Barken
Alan Botney
Norma Reynolds*
Morris Schneidkraut*
Abraham Strausberg*
February 22
Marion Goodman

Jerry Kaden
Helen Steger Rice
Samual Weiss*
February 23
Carolyn Finkelstein*
Douglas Groh
Toni Herman*
February 24
Betty Berger
Harold Dorfman
Rose Golden
Minessa Weinstein
February 25
Arnold Berger
Dan Cushman
Louis Eisenfeld*
Sophie Robins
Sadie Rosen
February 26
Bessie Kahn Mandel*
Timothy Plaistow
Al Weiss*
February 27
Sylvia Asman
Ethel Newell Flack*
Max Schmerler
February 28
Shirley Printz*
Phyllis Stuart
Rebecca Voet

Yahrzeits

Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) is an interes�ng text with a
mul�tude of interpreta�ons and yet it is made famous
in the present day mostly from a song by The Byrds.

Join us as we tackle the ques�ons:
- Ask who was Kohelet anyway?
- What are the prominent themes?

- Why do we read this megillah for Sukkot?
- How has Kohelet been depicted in art, music,

literature, and film?
- What is this text saying to us today?

Classes: Thursdays, March 4, 11, 18, April 1, 8
7:00-8:00 PM

Please RSVP to Thressa NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY
25: info@bethshalom.org to receive the zoom link.

KOHELET
Toeverything (turn, turn, turn)
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)

Please join Adult Education on Sunday, February 7th, at
2:00 pm, for an interesting and fun event when our CBS teen,
Lauren Atkens reports on her experience in Israel during the
Fall Semester of this school year. We have all enjoyed reading
her updates in recent HaShomer, but she has got much more to
tell us!

Cantor Allen is thrilled to announce that puckmaren
(“puck”) glass will be teaching a 5 week course on Kohelet
(Ecclesiastes) beginning March 4th.

For the past year puck, who is currently going through the
conversion process, has been attending services at Beth Shalom
regularly. A gifted teacher and scholar, puck has taught full
time in K-12 public and religious school settings, and has also
taught College and Masters Degree classes in Bible and other
liturgical topics.

A current Master’s Degree student at Brite Divinity
School, puck’s focus in on both Biblical studies (Hebrew Bible)
and Theology and Ethics. puck will challenge us to think
deeply and critically about the many interpretations the book of
Kohelet offers, and how we can apply its teachings to our own
lives.

Adult Education

- Judy Pelusi
Adult Education Chair

On Saturday night, January 23rd, many families
participated in our unique Sisterhood sponsored Zoom cooking
competition, “Mystery Basket, Tu B’Shevat Edition”. Our five
chefs included Christine Posnock, Roy Aldaba, Stephen
Robertson, Laura Fleisher, and Paul Abkowitz, ably assisted by
their cameraman or woman. Mystery Basket ingredients
included canned corn, beets, almonds, dates, chicken breast and
a waffle. Viewers watched as competitors prepared their dishes.
Then our judges, Randy San Antonio (dressed as Ruth Bader
Ginsburgh), Bob Burns, the Gibbonses, Cathy Frisinger and
Cookie Kabakoff, conferred by phone to select the winner
based on originality, adaptability and presentation.

The program, presented to celebrate Tu B’Shevat, was
developed by our own Chef Carol Pock who has appeared as a
contestant on The Food Network. It was led with great flair by
Carol as well as one of our Sisterhood Programming VPs,
Danielle Snailer. While judges deemed all entries spectacular,
the top prize went to Sheryl and Stephen Robertson for their
“Mediterranean Magic” themed dish.

- Ellen Pincus

Mystery Basket
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February 1
Josh Frisinger
February 3
Lauren Schwartz
Ned Soltz
February 4
Judy Clark
February 5
Joel Mandelkorn
February 7
Robin Blumberg
February 10
David Louis Spindler
February 12
Robin Licker
February 13
Melissa Blair
February 15
Ashley Epstein
Arielle Sasley
AdamWeiss
February 17
Nancy Cariker Moon
Khalin Zadwick
February 22
Chloe Sudbury
Leslie Udes
February 23
Yasmin Feinberg
February 24
Aliza Feinberg
February 26
David Markson
February 28
Joy Atkens

Birthdays

Anniversaries
February 10

Darlene & Michael Dickman

February 26
Cookie & Phil Kabakoff

As many of you know, inAugust of 2019, Cara Schulman unexpectedly
lost her mom, our beloved Leslie Schulman, to cancer. The family was just
recovering when, several weeks ago, Cara’s dad, Lee, suffered a major heart
attack while riding his bicycle, and he too passed away. Cara is an only
child in a small family and there was no one to step in. Not knowing where
to turn, she called her school principal, Mandy McBain.

From that moment on, the McBain family acted with the greatest
generosity and loving kindness. Mandy brought Cara into their home and,
after supporting her through the weekend, extended their support to Cara
(and her dog) indefinitely. The McBains are now becoming Cara’s legal
guardians. Their five children have assumed the role of surrogate siblings,
calling Cara their sister.

Many of our congregants had the opportunity to meet Mandy and Bill
McBain at Lee's Zoom memorial service. They are gracious, humble,
compassionate, people. They feel Cara was sent to them for a reason and,
by welcoming her with open minds and hearts, turned a tragedy into a
miracle through their immense caring and love.

These amazing people have changed the course of a child’s life, not
because it was easy, but simply because it was the right thing to do. Their
generosity and huge, loving hearts are an inspiration to us all.

The McBain's deed of loving kindness did not go unnoticed. This
holiday season, in an effort to “pay it forward and give back to the
community”, Toyota of Grapevine created a Holiday Helping Hands
campaign whereby five deserving families would be recognized for their
efforts to make a difference. We were thrilled beyond words when it was
announced that the McBain family was selected as one of the recipients of
this generous $1,000 award.

We know that many of our congregants have also pitched in to help pay
it forward to Cara and the McBain family. Congregation Beth Shalom is
proud of our community and grateful for your support. The McBain's have
responded with much gratitude and said they are honored to have Cara with
them. They have called us their "CBS family".What a blessing that our dear
Leslie and Lee can know their Cara is settled and so loved.

Act of Loving Kindness

- Ellen Pincus

Federation
The pandemic has created many challenges, including expanding

waistlines, TP shortages, and canceled vacations. Considering our own
problems, it’s easy to forget that many people don’t have a roof over their
heads or enough food to eat. Today, over half a million Jewish families
around the world face food insecurity, and 1.2 million can’t cover their next
month’s housing costs. Our organization, the Jewish Federations of North
America (JFNA), is working hard to assist these people.

Over twenty percent of your campaign contribution goes to JFNA each
year. I hope you feel really good knowing that you are helping the people
who need it the most.

- Lisa Rein
Federation Liaison
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General Fund
In Memory Of William & Sylvia Rubin
From Francine Rubin

In Memory Of Davey Mishkin
From Leslie Udes

In Memory Of Marian Feld & David Mishkin
From Heidi Rothschild

In Memory Of Renee Romano & Fay Kleir
Wishing Ruth Friedman a happy birthday

From Janet & Jerry Aaronson
In Memory Of Samuel Posnock

From Gene & Christine Posnock
In Memory Of Jack Kirshbaum & Jeanette Schonfeld

From Ruth Friedman
In Honor Of the birth of Posie Eve Pock
In Memory Of Henry Lockridge
Speedy recovery to Judi Lecoq, Mike & Suzi Kapin, Hy
Siegel, Barry Goldfarb, Jay Feinberg & Jackie & Brandon
Gibbons
Donation to Arlington Life Shelter Christmas Eve Dinner
From Phil & Cookie Kabakoff

Donation to Arlington Life Shelter Christmas Eve Dinner
From Steve & Shelley Sternblitz

In Memory Of Marian Feld
From Marty & Sharon Wichter
Jim Stanton
Jeff Aaronson
Marsha Wilson
Sudbury Family
Sherwin Rubin
Ellen Pincus
Eileen Robideau, Amanda Conley & Benjamin

Robideau
Joe & Rochelle Bekerman

In Memory Of Joyce Gold
From Julie Levy

In Memory Of Billie Schneidkraut
From Sorai Stuart

Oneg/Kiddush Fund
In Memory Of Skippy Reynolds

From Marty & Debbie Goldsmith

Donations
Received thru January 18

Sisterhood had a busy December. Jewish family services
identified a family with three children for our annual
Chanukah-adoption drive. With contributions from Sisterhood
members and the entire congregation, we were able to deliver
nearly $1,000 worth of clothing, diapers and toys for this
family, which lost most of what they had in a home disaster.

Sisterhood presented a Chanukah care package to Cara
Schulman. The package included candles, menorah, latkes and
a dreidel snowglobe/music box. Cara was most appreciative.

In conjunction with Brotherhood, Sisterhood held a zoom
Chanukah party that included lighting of Havdalah candles and
Chanukah candles, songs and games.

On Jan. 23, Sisterhood held a zoom "mystery bag" cooking
competition. The event, titled “Chopped – Tu Bishvat Version"
was led by Carol Pock.

Sisterhood

- Cathy Frisinger
Sisterhood President

On Sunday afternoon, Jan. 10th, Sylvia Gray Chaverim
presented our first event of 2021, a Zoom viewing of the film
Good-Bye Columbus. The movie is a nostalgic romantic
comedy about Jews in the late 1960s based on a book by Jewish
writer Philip Roth. The event was conceived and presented by
our own Professor Richard Allen who teaches Film, Literature,
and Media at TCU. Richard led us in an informative, thought-
provoking discussion before the movie began and again in
lively discussion when it was over. He shared behind the scenes
movie insights and helped us to understand Jewish class
differences at that time. Many attendees found themselves
relating to the characters in the film, sharing how they felt about
them as well as how they viewed their own childhood Jewish
experiences.

The event was extremely well attended and engaging. We
were very fortunate to have such a warm, knowledgeable, and
well-prepared speaker. Thanks to Richard Allen for his
friendship, expertise, and support.

Next event: The Jewish Beatles Connection, Sunday, Feb.
28th, 7:00 p.m.

“Goodbye, Columbus”

The Ritual Life
for all Americans. Let's also work together to give our best --
humbly.

On a cold November day in 1963, Lyndon B. Johnson
unexpectedly was sworn in as President. He had been raised in
the south and, for many years, shared the stereotypical racism of
the day. But now, things were different in his soul, and he knew
he had been wrong and had only a short window of time to
support the American civil rights movement and do right.
He so aptly stated: "Yesterday is not ours to recover, but
tomorrow is ours to win or lose."

...continued from page 3

- Jordan Zadwick
Ritual Committee Chair

- Ellen Pincus


