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The seders are over, and in a few days Passover will be behind us. And my Pesach
question to you is: How was this Passover different from other Passovers? In my home, it
was basically a replay of last year: two zoom seders and a lot less
cooking to do. I had hoped that this year would, indeed, be different, and
my table would be overflowing with food and family. Hopefully, that
will be the case next year.

But there was a palpable difference. And that difference can be
described in one word: hope. Last year, as hard as I tried to celebrate the
festival of freedom, the fear of what lay ahead was hard to shake. We
were navigating through a very stormy sea with no end in sight, and no
one leading us through dry land to the other side. We were figuring it out
one day at a time. I remember going into Tom Thumb, the last time I
would enter a grocery store that year, gloved and masked, flying through
aisles piling Passover food in my cart as quickly as I could before anyone could breathe on
me. My glasses got so fogged up I couldn’t see and eventually had to ditch both the gloves
and the mask. I ran back to the car channeling Miriam with her timbrel (well, in my case it
was my car keys) in hand, feeling like I had just survived a journey through a minefield.

Ok, perhaps I’m overdramatizing just a bit. But we were all entering the unknown, the
unprecedented, and it was scary. A year later, we have a better sense of what the future will
look like. We can be cautiously optimistic that when we are all safely vaccinated, we can
reunite with each other again, and live our lives with some semblance of pre-pandemic
normalcy. We might still be wearing masks in public, handshakes might be a thing of the
past, and we will still have to be vigilant about hand washing. But we will be able to venture
out without fear that we might be putting our lives at risk (well, any more than usual that is!).

I admit, I’m going to have to channel my inner Nachshon, (the brave Israelite that
dipped his toe in the Sea of Reeds, thus setting the whole parting of the waters in motion)
and test the waters of this newfound freedom slowly.

And Richard and I need to hit the ground (or, shall I say, the friendly skies) running. We
are flying to Chicago in just a few days, to take care of our son Preston after his elective
surgery. Even though we are fully vaccinated, I’m still wondering how I’ll feel being out in
public after hibernating for so long.

Last year the fear was just setting in, and we had no idea what our lives would look like,
and when help would arrive, and when it would ever be over. We are a bit more clear now:
Covid might be here to stay, but through the miracle of vaccines, it will be managed. Which
is a “Reed Sea” miracle in itself.

Yes, we still had zoom seders this year, but hopefully for the last time. I am slowly
beginning to let go of the tension I have been holding for the last year. Compared to what
others who have gone through, I have no right to feel anything but gratitude.

As we all get vaccinated, and ready to face the world head on again, we need to balance
our re-found freedomwith caution, but, hopefully, without the fear that could threaten to lead
us back to Mitzrayim, - that narrow place that we have lived in for the past year. Our world
will look a bit different, but I believe we will see it through new eyes – eyes of appreciation,
as we experience everyday events as if for the first time. Dayeinu – and that will be enough!

My Two Shekels

- Cantor Sheri Allen

Schedule of Services
Friday, April 2

Led byCantor Allen
Saturday, April 3

Led byCantor Allen
7thDay of Pesach

Friday, April 9
Led by Janet Aaronson &Cookie Kabakoff

Saturday, April 10
Led byCantor Allen

Torah: Shemini

Friday, April 16
Led byMartine Thomas & Ruth Friedman

Saturday, April 17
Led by Stuart Snow
Torah: Tazria-Metzora

Friday, April 23
Led by Lauren, Joseph & Joy Atkens

Saturday, April 24
Led by Judy Pelusi

Torah: Achrei-Mot Kedoshim

Friday, April 30
Led by Stephanie Posner

Saturday, May 1
Led byCantor Allen

Torah: Emor

MondayMornings
10:30 AM
on Zoom

RSVP to
stusnow@aol.com

Torah Study



This has been a busy 1st quarter for our Security, COVID
19 ERC and House Committees. As I have communicated with
you previously, Phil Kabakoff and the
Security Committee has been hard at work
compiling and submitting the FEMA
Security Grant, which was due March
18th. The $100,000 limit was increased to
$150,000 and we had no problem applying
for this increased amount! The primary
items we are requesting include a wrought
iron gate at the entrance that will control
access into and out of our campus, 8’wood
fencing on the south side of our perimeter to join with the
fencing already there on the east and west sides, access
controls, higher resolution cameras, a TV monitor mounted to
see who is coming without being seen, and concrete bollards.
We are told that because preference is given to first time
applicants (which we are) and synagogues, it is highly likely
that we will receive the total amount applied for! We will not
know however until October, when applicants will be
informed as to what they were awarded.

While it is a sad situation that the Jewish world is
increasingly under threat from ever-emboldened hate groups,
the reality is that we must face this head on to make our
community as safe as possible. This will be accomplished by
the physical enhancements described above coupled with
ongoing security training and awareness for all in our
community.

Security of our campus is no longer a condition for
success, but a requirement for success! We must live secure
to be secure.

On another note, as more and more of us have gotten both
vaccine shots, it is time to entertain reopening our campus.
When speaking to my counterparts at the other Tarrant County
synagogues, they are targeting June for this to take place. As
we would like to mirror their timeline, planning for Phase 1
opening is underway, as our attention now turns to reviewing
our HVAC system and exploring livestreaming of services and
events.

The House committee has been busy getting estimates for
upgrading our system utilizing micro-filters and UV radiation,
resulting in cleaner air that turns over more frequently. This
upgrade will greatly reduce the risk of viruses lurking within
our building. Mark Lewis, House committee chair, made a
recommendation to the board during our March meeting,…
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Dear Fellow Congregants,
During our Annual Meeting last December, the CBS

Administrative Committee announced two major projects:

• Completion of the Feb 2018 CBS Bylaws Update and
Revision…presented to and approved by the congregation; and,

• Approval, creation and the installation start of the CBS
Document Management System (DMS), its primary purpose
being to retain and manage key documents important to both the
historical records and ongoing operations of Congregation Beth
Shalom.

So, what does this mean to you, the individual congregant,
and why are you receiving this note?

One part of the CBSAdmin Committee’s responsibility is to
make each congregant aware of what information is (will be)
retained in the DMS such as:

• Our most current revision of the CBS Bylaws as
approved by the congregation

• Operational Policies and Procedures of your Board of
Trustees, its committees and auxiliary organizations

• Historical documents, articles, photographs collected
since our founding

Another part of our responsibility is to make you aware of
the process by which congregants will be able to view and/or
request copies of documents?

Although all documents stored in the DMS are highly-
secured/highly-controlled, theAdmin Committee will place links
to some items such as historical recordings of events, photos, etc.
(archive under construction) and the most current Bylaws
Revision, available after logging into your personal account on
the CBS website by going here.

Eventually, there will be an index of all documents in the
DMS, and congregants, after logging into your personal
account on the CBS website, will be able to submit an online
Document Request Form to CBS’ document management team
to locate a document or media file(s) that may be stored on the
CBS document management server. A sample of that form may
be found here.

But, are these the only reasons to create and utilize a personal
login to Beth Shalom’s website?

NO!
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and since approval was granted for expenditure of funds, the
upgrades will be made prior to reopening.

The other part of this equation is to offer livestreaming
of services and events for those who for whatever reason,
may not be willing/able to participate on campus. Our
thanks go out to Stephen Cabrero for offering his expertise
and advice on which system and hardware to use and
approximate costs to permit us to choose the platform that
works best for our congregation.

Under the leadership of Brent Salsey, the COVID 19
committee is busy reviewing our current policies and
procedures and updating them in this ever-changing and
fluid environment. The board and COVID 19 committee
will be meeting throughout the coming months to finalize
and create a timeline for education and training of service
leaders, ushers, Religious School staff, employees, and you,
our valuable members. As I have said many times, we will
need buy-in from ALL in our community to keep us safe.

We will keep you informed as we progress through this
timeline, but indeed there is reason for optimism and rest
assured that we are working assiduously toward this end.

...continued from page 2
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Community Wide Weekend of Service

- Stuart Snow
President, Congregation Beth Shalom

By creating and utilizing a personal login to our
website, you can:

• Stay current with key information ABOUT US: our
history, current religious leader, Board, Committees,
Kashrut Policy, photo albums, etc.

• Review the monthly calendar of UPCOMING
EVENTS: Shabbat Services, Board Meetings, Brotherhood/
Sisterhood events, Silvia Gray Chaverim, Religious School
Schedule, Purim Play, etc.

• Check out the abundance of EDUCATIONAL
opportunities like Torah study, Religious School, Adult
Education speakers, and more currently available via Zoom.

• Find your friends through the online MEMBER
DIRECTORY

• Manage your personal account at MYACCOUNT
• DONATE in honor or memory of your loved one,

or to recognize a special simcha/event in your family

Even before our campus re-opens, there are many
activities to stay current with using YOUR ACCOUNT on
the CBS website.

If you have any questions about the information in this
email, don’t have a CBS login or have forgotten how to
access one you may have created, feel free to reach out to me
at markdlewis@swbell.net for assistance.

In the meantime, L’Shalom!
- Mark Lewis

Administrative Committee Chair
Congregation Beth Shalom

Outgoing Arlington Mayor, Honorable Jeff Williams has
announced the weekend of April 16-18th as Unite Arlington, a
weekend of opportunities to give back to our city. Since this will
occur Friday, Saturday and Sunday, it will allow Muslims, Jews
and Christians to stay true to their respective Holy Days.

The first thing is registration. We need EVERY volunteer to
sign up. Please go here where you will find a signup button that
will walk you through registering for the volunteer system Vomo,
which we are using to coordinate the weekend. Registering now
will streamline the sign up for projects on the soon to be
announced project live date.

Secondly, we welcome all projects that benefit the Arlington
community. That would include yard work for our senior’s homes
to clean up in local neighborhoods. Dream big! If it benefits
something or someone in our city we will consider it. We have a
team that will make the final yes or no on the project. We need the
person with the most knowledge about each project to fill out the
form. Our team will review the form’s information once submitted
and enter into the VOMO platform. Here is a link to the form:
Unite Arlington Mayor's Weekend.

To assist with questions about entering, we are going to have
a Zoom training call each Wednesday from 10am to 12pm and
Thursday from 1pm to 3pm where individuals can jump on and ask
questions about entering projects. Here is the link. It will be
available each Wednesday and Thursday through April 10th. We
have also assigned a help desk number that can be called anytime
to request assistance. That number is 817-264-7031. A message
may have to be left, but someone will get back to them. That
number can be used now.

A third option, if they prefer email, would be to send an email
to unite@unitearlingtontx.org. That email can be used for general
questions as well.

We look forward to serving with you and building an even
better Dream City.

- Fred Griffith
Engage Arlington

www.Engagearlingtontx.org

Personal Accounts on CBS Website
...continued from page 2

April 7
Janeen & Robert Nicholas

April 11
Rabbi Ned & Mary Soltz

Anniversaries
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April 1
Irene Lewis
April 5
Lillian Bushlow*
April 6
Elaine Silverberg
Robert Stuart*
April 7
Bertha Diamond
Harold Freedman
Blossom Gitterman
Dora Saxe*
William Willie, Jr.
April 8
Sylvia Mittler
April 10
Samuel Abramovitz
Louis Franklin
Shelley Sasley
David Zucker
April 11
Morris Gould*
Esther Rosenthal*
Faye Shaw*
April 12
Phyllis Betcher*
Michael Egyes
Moshe Furman*
April 14
Lee Landsberg*
Ken Sasley
Michelle Zucker
April 15
Magda Mittelman

Arthur Paderewski
April 16
Seena Greenberg
Gordon Prigoff
April 17
Resa Babin*
Andries Voet
April 18
Helene Markson*
David Suissa*
April 19
Louis Edward Miller*
April 20
Bob Billings
Isidore Friedman*
April 21
Sidney Bushner*
Elwood Green*
Rosalind Pler Solomon*
April 23
Abe Jolkovsky
April 24
Joseph Wiener
April 25
Aghdas Rafi Mayeri*
Rubin Udes*
April 26
Ida Bella Kaplan
April 27
Sylvia Gray*
Jerome Snow
April 28
Eleanore Gordon
Ted Taylor

Yahrzeits
That’s A Wrap

Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) is an interesting text with a
multitude of interpretations and yet it is made famous
in the present daymostly from a song by The Byrds.

Join us as we tackle the questions:
- Ask whowas Kohelet anyway?

-What are the prominent themes?
-Why dowe read this megillah for Sukkot?

- How has Kohelet been depicted in art, music,
literature, and film?

-What is this text saying to us today?

Classes: Thursdays, April 1, 8
7:00-8:00 PM

Please RSVP to Thressa: info@bethshalom.org to
receive the zoom link.

KOHELET
Toeverything (turn, turn, turn)
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)

I would like to thank everyone who Zoomed in to watch this
year’s Purim play, Purim on the Planet Shushon. The play was
done virtually for the first time by the Never Ready for
Primetime Players.

My hats off to the great cast for their unforgettable
performance.

The cast consisted of: Ellen Pincus, announcer; Randy San
Antonio as King Aka-schavar-Us; Danielle Snailer as Queen
Vash-ti; Carol Pock as Hadas-sah/Ess-ther; Gabe Reyla as Ha-
man; Martine Thomas as Obi4; Ben Weiger as Luke; Hy Siegel
as Morta-Chi; Darla Shaw as Dar-Ling; Melanie Reyla as
Princes Le-ia; Shem Atkens as Applicant 1, Steven Cabrero as
Applicant 2, and Joseph Atkens as Applicant 3.

I would also like to thankAuthor Unknown for his assistance
in writing this spiel.

Thanks for your continued support. I have the play for next
year already to go. Hopefully it will be done in person and on
Zoom.

- Phil Kabakoff
Writer, Producer and Director

Last month, I saw many of you at the zoom Jewish
community event about Harry Houdini. There I learned Houdini
was more than a master magician. He was a businessman who
understood the power of his magic to make people happy.

What does this have to do with Federation? When our local
Federation gives beautifully wrapped Hanukkah baskets filled
with goodies to community members, their eyes twinkle with
delight. When PJ Library books are sent each month, the
children can’t wait to read them. And when Federation pays a
utility bill to keep someone’s heat on, they are more than
grateful. Like Houdini’s magic, Federation brings joy to
millions of people around the world.

April 8th - YomHaShoah

April 14th - YomHazikaron

April 15th - HaAtzmaut

April 16th - 18th - Unite Arlington Community-Wide
ServiceWeekend

Federation

- Lisa Rein
Federation Liaison



Baseball season is almost here, and you're invited

to a special family program that connects the game

to Jewish themes. It asks the serious or

lighthearted question if baseball is intrinsically

Jewish? The entertaining presentation by

Jonathan Lightman, who previously brought us the

Beatles program, also includes a section on Jews in

Baseball.

Co-sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Fort

Worth & Tarrant County, the Ahavath Sholom

Men's Club, Beth-ElMRJ and the Beth Shalom

Brotherhood.

Is Baseball THE Jewish Sport?
Sunday, April 11th,1:50 p.m.

Annual YomHa'ShoahObservance
Please save this important date.

Make plans to join us. Youwill be receiving an
email soonwith registration information.
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April 3
Lynda Feinberg
April 6
Nana Atkens
Michelle Kapin
Josef Uri Spindler
April 7
Kenneth Licker
Michael Rein
April 8
Andrew Fleischer
April 14
Andrea Snow
April 15
Karen Burns
Ariella Relyea

April 19
Sarina Bekerman
April 22
Jessica Silverberg
April 27
Sarah Soltz
April 28
Jim Frisinger
Samuel Markson
April 29
Juli Hobdy
Benjamin Karten
Madeleine Markson
April 30
Angela Markson

Birthdays

The Program in Jewish Studies at Brite
Divinity School presents

CHRISTIAN, ISLAMIC, AND JEWISH
PERSPECTIVES ON ECOLOGY, on

Tuesday, April 6, 2021, 6 p.m.

Register Here
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Chevra Kaddisha Fund
In Memory Of Phyllis Stuart

From Sorai Stuart
General Fund
In Memory Of Roberta Williky

From Marty & Debbie Goldsmith
In Memory Of Mildred Rein & Roberta
Williky

From Phil & Cookie Kabakoff
In Memory Of Roberta Williky

From Joe & Rochelle Bekerman
In Memory Of Morris Barken, Jerry Kaden
and Rose Weinberger

From Steve &Alice Ginsburgh
In Memory Of Lawrence Kwarfo

From Joyce & Nana Atkens
In Memory Of Charlene Longoria

From Frank Longoria
In Memory Of Irwin Paderewski, Arlene
Godfry & Jean Mazer

From Ron and Linda Elsenbaumer
Donation from puck glass
In Memory Of Mildred Rein

From Jim Stanton
In Memory Of Mildred Rein

From Jim & Cathy Frisinger

In Memory Of Saul Israel
From Phil & Aimee Israel Pelletier

In Memory Of Mary Mitchell & Lowell
Mitchell
From Susan Mitchell
In Memory Of Marian Feld

From Elie Rosen
In Memory Of Denna Jo Heidi Diesslin

From Marty & Sharon Wichter
In Memory Of Mascha Bekerman

From Joe & Rochelle Bekerman
In Memory Of Beatrice Mandelstein

From Janet & Jerry Aaronson
In Memory Of Etta Schmerler

From Joanne Barnes
In Memory Of Morris Prigoff

From Jenny Herman
In Memory Of Morris Prigoff

From Darren McNutt on behalf of
Podiatric Medical Partners of Texas
In Memory Of Morris Prigoff

From Gail & Harvey Wine
In Memory Of Les Pock

From Rick Botney
In Memory Of Marian Feld

FromAlison Wilson

In Memory Of Roberta Williky & Irene
Lewis

From Janet & Jerry Aaronson
Education Fund
In Memory Of Abraham Glickman

From John & Karen Blair
Sanctuary Fund
In Memory Of Abraham Mandelstein

From Janet & Jerry Aaronson
Maintenance Fund
In Memory Of Benjamin Epstein

From Norm & Toni Epstein
Scholarship Fund
In Memory Of Roberta Williky

FromAnonymous
Torah Fund
In Memory Of Fanny Finkelstein

From Barry & Charwynne
Schneider
In Memory Of Morris Schneidkraut

From Sorai Stuart
In Memory Of Beverly Chovis Rothschild

From Jeff & Michele Rothschild
Library Fund
In Memory Of Ruth Goldsmith

From Marty & Debbie Goldsmith

Donations
Received thru March 19th

Sisterhood's game night was cancelled because it was
to have taken place the week of the Big Freeze.

Sisterhood member Carol Pock organized an "Eating
for 8 Days" zoom cooking demonstration featuring eight
Passover recipes, including pizza with homemade
Passover-friendly crust that was demonstrated by Roy
Aldaba, an easy version of moussaka demonstrated by
Paul Abkowitz, and a traditional potato kugel
demonstrated by Cookie Kabakoff.

Sisterhood sent Valentine's greetings to area children's
hospitals and donated foods removed from cupboards in
preparation for Passover to Tri-C, a UT-Arlington food
pantry. Sisterhood also sent a Passover card to the
congregation. Lori Cole, Rochelle Bekerman and Lisa
Rein put this project together.

The Congregation records with sorrow the passing of

Roberta Williky
Mother of Lynda Friedensohn Feinberg

Morris Prigoff
Husband of Michela Prigoff

May their memory be a blessing

Sisterhood

- Judy Pelusi
Adult Education Chair

On March 4th, puck glass began teaching a special 5-
week class on the Kohelet, or Ecclesiastes. This is the
writing from which the Byrds took their song Turn, Turn,
Turn. In Kohelet we read there is a season for everything
and a time for every experience under heaven. puck is a
gifted teacher who loves to teach, learn, share and question
along with the class, helping us to dissect and understand
very interesting and challenging material.

About 20 people are participating in the Kohelet
learning experience. Written between 450 and 230 BCE,
the book of Ecclesiastes is quite poetic as it highlights the
emptiness of trying to be happy apart from God. The
material puck has prepared is encouraging us to interpret
these writings and to develop our own ideas about the
meaning of life.
The remaining classes will meet on Thursday evenings,
April 1st and 8th.

Join puck, Cantor Allen, and fellow congregants for
this thoughtful, mind-expanding experience.

Adult Education

- Cathy Frisinger
Sisterhood President


