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Parashah Va’etchanan:   08/10/2022 

 
Moses recalls some of the great events that forged the 
people of Israel.  Through all of this D’var Torah, keep in 
mind that at this point, Moshe is old, he is tired, and he 
has been dealing with this leadership position as an 
eternity of continuous struggles and complications.  
Va’Etchanan begins with Moshe saying to his people, 
“And I pleaded, and I leaded, and I pleaded with the Lord 
at that time …  to let me enter the promised land.”  These 
are the very first words of Va’etchanan, and Va’etchanan 
means I pleaded.  Other interpretations use  “I implored, 
or I begged, or I beseeched. According to the Midrash, 
the word “Va’etchanan” , has the numerical value of five 
hundred and fifteen, and this is very significant, because 
that’s exactly  how many times that Moshe pleaded, 
prayed, and implored.  Is that a coincident??  No.  All this 
pleading was so he could enter the Promised Land. But 
God said Moshe, NO more pleading … that’s enough!!!  
No more,  because apparently, if God had allowed Moshe 
to plead just one more prayer request, God would have 
to comply and allow him entry into the promised land.   
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    G-d was angry with me and I’m receiving  
 His punishment forbidding me to enter Eretz Yisrael 
because I struck the rock, twice, in order to bring forth its 
water, instead of speaking to it as G-d had commanded 
me. I actually did this out of concern for the welfare of 
the Jewish people. Rashi says Moshe was punished, and 
that although his intentions were good, he was held 
accountable for his disobedient action. It’s of those 
extremely rare situation when doing good, wasn’t right.  
G-d did, however, compromise with Moshe and let him 
at least see the land  from atop of mount Pizgah.  

  The lack of their faith, trust ,and on many occasions, the 
questioning, the challenging, and hostility about  G-d, 
towards G-d, by the Jewish Nation, and their sending of 
the spies, angered G-d so intensely,  He decreed that the 
entire nation, between the ages of twenty and sixty 
would die in the wilderness.   

     Moshe emphatically says: listen to the laws, 
commandments, and ordinances that I am teaching you 
so that you may live and possess your promised land. The 
words I say to you are laws for you to live by, and 
someday all people (all people) will surrender to His 
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oneness.  Baruch HaShem.   Moshe repeats some of the 
most basic tenants of Judaism, our Aseret HaDibrot - the 
Ten Declarations.  And, If you compare the wording of 
the 10 declarations stated in Exodus with those stated by 
Moshe here, you’ll see the wording is not quite identical.   
It could have been just the way Moshe rephrased, 
restated the wording for the benefit of the Jewish nation.   
He discusses  the first part of the Shema, the words 
spoken by Jacob’s son when he was dying … Hear, O 
Israel, the Lord is our G-d,  the Lord is one.  And two of 
our greatest Rabbi’s ever, state the Shema to be both a 
commandment and a promise. We are commanded to 
contemplate the unity of G-d, which is described in this 
part of the Shema, regarded by many to be the most 
significant prayer in Judaism. And yet this part is  not 
even a prayer, it’s a statement.  It’s a fact.   And hidden 
deep within the Shema, are two Hebrew letters that  
direct us to … witness. To witness the grandeur of G-d. 
The Shema, which is known as the quintessential prayer 
of our nation, the declaration and testimony of our belief 
in G-d, and clearly the fundamentals of our Jewish faith.   
And the V’ahavtah, Moshe told them that if they 
contemplate G-d’s presence in their lives,  then you will 

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/705353/jewish/The-Shema.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2313760/jewish/Jewish-Beliefs-The-Fundamentals-of-Judaism.htm
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love G-d with all your heart, all your soul, and all your 
might.    

     And then there’s Moses’ prediction of the exile and 
the eventual redemption.  Moshe tells them the 
prophesy of the Peril of Forgetting.  When you have been 
in the promised land for a while, you will forget His laws 
and become corrupt and do wrong in the eyes of God. 
You will make Him angry, and you will be completely 
defeated by other nations, and G-d will scatter you 
among the other Nations . There you will serve man-
made gods.  “Then, when your transgressions, distress, 
worries and wrong doings become so overwhelming, 
Teshuva will regenerate in your souls, and you will return 
to and restore the relevance of the Torah, you will look 
to God and listen to His voice. From there you will seek 
the Lord your G-d, and you will find Him, because now, 
you fear Him. And G-d will forgive the despicable acts 
you’ve done in exile. Because G-d  never forgets the 
covenant He made with your forefathers.  This was said 
to reorient the new generation and prepare them for 
what is going to be required of them in the future, and 
for all generations to come. 
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 Times have changed since the days of our ancestors, but 
just like them, we love, respect and revere G-d, but I 
think we have to fear G-d too -“yirat HaShem”. Fear can 
help keep us straight, in times when we stray and our 
faith is being challenged.  Love Him, fear Him, we need 
Him.  Because the fear of G-d helps us avoid and prevent 
our sins.    

And my final comment, though G-d chose us as His 
chosen people, and gave us the Torah and our Aseret 
Hadibrot, being Jewish does not make us more special, 
or more privileged than anybody else, we’re all equal in 
G-ds eyes, we just have more obligations with G-d than 
other faiths.  And we’re keeping one of those obligations 
right now, by being  here this morning, keeping our 
Shabbat Holy.    Thanks for listening, Shabbat Shalom  


