Deuteronomy 29:9 to 30:20 Torah Reading (Parashat Netzavim)
English version to be sung to the Torah tropes by Len Fellman
Latest version September 17, 2019
29:9 You are standing today—[all of you]—before YHWH your God:
your leaders [of your tribes], your elders and your officers, every man of Israel,
10 Your children and your women and the stranger who dwells in your encampments,
from the choppers of your wood to the drawers of your water.
11 [For you to cross over] [into the covenant] of YHWH your God , [and into His oath]—
[end aliyah]

that YHWH your God is making with you today.

12 In order [that you may be established] today for God [as a people],
and He will be for you a God (Elohim), just as [He said to you],
and as [God did swear] [to your ancestors], to Abraham, to Isaac , and to Jacob.
13 Not with you alone
[am I doing this]: making this covenant [we speak of] and this oath—[this dread oath].
14 [I am making it with] the one who is present [here in this place] [who with us]is standing today,
before YHWH our God, [and also with] the ones [who are not in fact] [end aliyah] here with us today.
15 Indeed you do know that we dwelt in the land of Egypt,
[and how it was] [that we passed through] amidst the nations that you encountered.
16 You saw their abominations and[their things most foul]*—

*See discussion by Robert Alter

[gods of wood] and stone, and of silver and gold , that were with them.
17 Lest there [be found among you] a man or [a woman] [or even] a family [or a tribe]
[of whom] their heart [turns away] today from YHWH our God,
by going to serve the gods of these nations;
lest there be [among you] [a stalk that should bear] fruit of gall and wormwood.
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29:18 [And this will occur] [when one hears] the words of this oath—[this dreadful oath]—
[and blesses oneself] in his heart by saying, “Shalom will be with me,
[in spite of the fact] that in the stubbornness of my heart I do walk,
[with the result] of utter ruin for the watered [as well as the parched]”
19 [God will not consent]—[YHWH won’t be willing]—to [forgive him], because
[this is what will occur]: like smoke, [the wrath of YHWH] and God’s zeal [will burn against] the man,
[and there will fall] upon him the entire curse that is written in the scroll that is here.
Blotted out by YHWH [will be his name] from under the heavens.
20 Singled out by YHWH for adversity[among all]the tribes of Israel,
[in accordance with all] the curses of the covenant [that are written down]
[end aliyah]

in the scroll of the Torah we see here.

21 [Then there will be said] by the generation(s) [that are to come]:
Your children who will arise after you, [and the foreigner] that will come from a land far away
[when they will see] [all of the plagues] dealt to that land and its illnesses placed by YHWH upon it.
22 how sulpher and salt have burned all the soil,
[so it cannot] be sown; that nothing will sprout there, that there will not come up even grass.
[Just like the destruction] of Sodom and Gemorrah, and the cities Adma and Tzevoyim,
which were overturned by YHWH in His anger[and in His great fury].”
23 Then will ask all the nations, “For what[reason indeed] [did YHWH] [do such a thing] to this land?
[Why such blazing heat], such anger so great as this?”
24 They will answer, “[It is because] they abandoned the covenant of YHWH , the God of their fathers,
that He made with them, when He brought them out from the land of Egypt.
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29:25 [And they went] and served gods that were alien (“other gods”) and bowed down to them;
gods whom they had not known, that were not apportioned to them.
26 And flared up the anger of YHWH against that land,
bringing upon it [all of the curses] that are written in the scroll we have here.
27[They were plucked up]by YHWH from their land, in anger and fury , and in great rage.
[God exiled them] to another land , as it is to this day.
28 [Hidden things belong] to YHWH our God. [But things that are revealed]
………………………………
are for us and for our children forever, [so that we should keep]
[end aliyah]

all of the words of this Torah here.

30:1 [And it will be] when there come upon you all the words [of which I speak],
the blessing and the curse that I am setting before you,
[and you take them]to your heart, [among all the nations]
[the places to which] [you have been driven] by YHWH your God ––[who sent you there];
2 [and you return]to YHWH your God, and hearken to His voice,
[in accordance with] [all that I command you] [this day],
both you and your children, [with all your heart] [and all your soul].
3[He will bring you back]––YHWH [your God will restore] your fortunes,[and show you compassion].
[He will turn back] [and collect you] [from all the peoples]––
[those among whom] [you had been scattered] by YHWH your God there.
4 Even if you were driven to the ends of the heavens,
[from there indeed] [you will be gathered] by YHWH your God. From there[he will take you].
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30:5[You will then be brought] by YH[WH your God]
[into the land] that was occupied by your ancestors , and possess it.
He will prosper you and increase you [more than your fathers].
6 [Then will be circumcised] [by YHWH] [Eloheicha your God]
your heart, and the heart of your children, [that you will love] YHWH [Eloheicha your God]
with all your heart and with all your soul , [end aliyah] in order that you may live.
7 [Then will place] YHWH your God all of those threats [that I mentioned]
upon your enemies––those who hate you ––those who pursue you.
8 And you will return and you will hearken to the voice of YHWH
[and you will observe] [all of His commandments]––[those that I] am commanding you this day.
9 [He will grant you abundance]––YHWH your God––[in all of your endeavors]:
in [the work of your hands], in the fruit of your womb [and in the fruit] [of your animals],
and in the fruit of your land , for good. [For indeed], again will YHWH [take delight] in you for good,
just as he delighted in your forebears …
10 provided[that you do hearken] to the voice of YHWH your God, and observe His commandments
and His laws, [that are written down] in the book of the Torah we have here,
if you return to YHWH your God [end aliyah] with all your heart [and with all your soul].
11 Indeed the commandment [that I speak of], [the one that I] am enjoining upon you today,
is not too wondrous for you. [Not far away] is it.
12 Not up in the heavens is it ,[that you should say]:
”Who [will go up for us] into heaven, and retrieve it [for us], that we may hear it and perform it?”
13 Not across the ocean is it,[that you should say]:
“Who [will cross over for us]—across the ocean, and get it for us, that we may hear it and perform it?”
14 Rather,[close to you]is the word—quite close, in your mouth and in your heart , to do it.
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30:15 Behold![I have set] before you[this day],[on the one hand life]and goodness.
[on the other hand death] and evil.

.

16 In that I [am commanding you] this day
[that you should love] YHWH your God, to walk in His ways, [and to observe] His commandments,
His laws, and His statutes, that you survive and you flourish,[and you are blessed] by YHWH your God
[in the land], of which you are going there to possess it.
17 But if you stray in your heart ,[and you do not] hearken;
[if you wander off], [if you should bow down] to gods––other gods––[and you serve them],
18 I declare [before you] [this day], you will be lost––you will perish, [not prolonging] your days
upon the land––the land of which [you are crossing] the Jordan to enter into it and possess it.
19 [I call to witness] against [you this day] the heavens and the earth life and death I place[before you],
the blessing and the curse, [So do choose] life, if you would live––both you and your offspring.
20 By loving YHWH your God, hearing His voice ,[and cleaving to Him].
For He is your life, and the length of your days, [that you may] [dwell on the land],
[that very land] [that was sworn] [by YHWH] [unto your fathers],
[to Abraham], to Isaac, and to Jacob , [end aliyah] that He would give to them.
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Deuteronomy 31:1-30 Torah Reading (Parashat VaYelech)
English version to be sung to the Torah tropes by Len Fellman
Latest version September 17, 2019

31:1[Then went out]Moses,[and proceeded to speak] the following words to all of Israel.
2 He[said this to them]: “[One hundred years] plus twenty[years old]am I today. I am no longer able to come and to go.
YHWH

has said to me, ‘You will not cross over the Jordan—this river.

3 YHWH your God—[He is the One] | [who will cross over] [ahead of you].[He will destroy]the nations[that are there] [from before you],
[that you may dispossess them]. Joshua—[it is he]who will cross before you [end aliyah] just as was promised by YHWH.
4[Then will do]YHWH[to them]the same[as God in fact did]to Sichon[as well as to Og]—the kings of the Amorites—[and to their land]:
annihilating them.
5 When they are given over by YHWH before you, you must do to them [in accord with the full command] [that I have prescribed] to you.
6 Be strong and courageous. Have no fear—have no terror before them.
[For in very truth] | YH[WH, your God],[will Himself] be going with you. [end aliyah] He will not fail you; God will not forsake you.”
7 Then called Moses to Joshua and said to him in the eyes of all Israel: “Be strong and take courage
for [you yourself]will enter with this people here, [into the land]—the land [that had been promised] [by YHWH] to their forebears, to give to them.
You yourself will apportion it to them.
8 YHWH,[He is the one] [who will go on] [before you]. He will be with you. He will not fail you ; He will not[forsake you].
So do not be afraid and do not be dismayed.”
9 Then[wrote down Moses]the teaching––this Torah––[and he gave it over] to the priests, the sons of Levi,
the ones who carry the ark of the covenant of YHWH, [end aliyah] [and to all the elders]of Israel.
10 Then Moses commanded the elders by saying:
“[At the end of each] seven-[year span of time],[at the set season] of the Year of Release (shemitah), at the Chag of Sukkot (“festival of huts”),
11 when comes all Israel to be seen before YHWH your God, at the place that God will choose,
[then you must read] the Torah––[these instructions]––in front of all Israel ,[into their ears].
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31:12 You must gather the people: the men, the women, and the children, and your stranger who is in your gates,
that they may listen; and [that they may learn] [and have awe]for YHWH your God, and be careful to observe all the words of this Torah.
13 [That their children] who [do not in fact know], will listen and will learn,
and be in awe of YHWH your God, [all of the days]on which you are alive on the land
of which you [are about to cross over] [the Jordan River] [end aliyah] [to get there] [and make it your own].”
14 Then said YHWH to Moses, “Behold: approaching[are your days]to die.
Summon Joshua,[and station yourselves] at the tent of meeting ,[where I will command him].”
So they went—Moses and Joshua—and they stood at the tent of meeting.
15[Then there appeared]YHWH at the tent, in a pillar of cloud.[There it stood]— a column of cloud at the entrance to the tent.
16 Then said YHWH to Moses, “You are about to lie with your ancestors.
[Then will proceed] this people here to go astray, | going after | the gods—[foreign gods of the land],
of which the people will be coming into their midst.[They will abandon Me], and break my covenant that I have made with them.
17[Then will flare up] My anger against them[on that very day].[I will abandon them]. I will hide my face from them. They will become prey.
[There will befall them] evils many and troublesome.
The people will say on that day,[‘Was it not because]of the fact[we had not]our God amongst us[when there fell upon us] the evils that are here?’
18[But as for Me] I will conceal—I will hide my face upon that day for all of the evils this people has done
because they have turned to gods—foreign gods.
19[But as for now] [write down] [for yourselves] the song that is coming [next week!]; and teach it to B’nei Yisrael—put it into their mouths,
in order that it be for you—the song [that is to follow]—[end aliyah] as a witness for the children of Israel.”
20[When I do bring them] [into the land] [that I promised] [unto their fathers]
[that is flowing] with milk and honey, and they eat and are sated ,[and get fat],
[then they will turn]to gods—[other gods]—[and worship them], thus[despising Me], and breaking My covenant.
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31:21[And then it will be], when there come upon them evils—[great disasters] and misfortunes, [then it shall attest]—
the song that follows will stand as a witness,[because indeed] it will not be forgotten in the mouth of their seed
[that in truth]I knew[their inclination] [through what] [they are doing] today,[even before] [I have brought them] to the land about which I swore.
22 So Moses[wrote it down]—the song that we speak of—on that day,[and taught it] to the children of Israel.
23[And Moses did command]Joshua[son of Nun],[and he told him this]: “Be strong[and of good courage], because[you are the one]
[who will bring] the children of Israel [into the land] that was promised to them [end aliyah],[and I myself] will be with you.”
24[And it came to pass] [when he finished]—[when Moses was done] [writing it down]: the words of this Torah in a book, until[the very end],
25 he commanded—[Moses ordered]—the Levites:[the ones who do carry] the ark of the covenant of YHWH , as follows:
26 “[You must carry]—[you must take this scroll]: the book of the Torah—this teaching,
and[set it down] [alongside the ark] of the covenant of YHWH your God. It shall be there—against you —as a witness.
27[Because true it is]: I myself have known your rebelliousness,[your stiff neck], and your obstinance.
Indeed [even while I am still here] alive with you [on this day], rebellious[you have been] with YHWH—[how much more so] [after my death]!
28[You must now assemble]—[gather to me]—all the elders of your tribes and your overseers.
[I will speak] [into their ears], proclaiming these words,[calling to witness] [against you] the heavens and the earth.
29 Since[well I do know] that after my death[you’ll wreak ruin] and corruption, and turn from the way that I prescribed to you,
[calling down] on yourself evil in future days,[since you will do] evil in the eyes of YHWH,[making Him angry], through the work of your hands.
30 Then spoke Moses in the ears [of the whole assembly] of Israel the words of this song, [end aliyah] to[their very end].
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