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None Of Us Are
In This Alone

Dear Temple Family,
May hope rise among us for every tired,
weary, broken heart.
Let hope strengthen us into action,
So that we may grow in our collective
awareness of each other,
Letting every interaction be a reminder:
None of us are in this alone.
Breath deep.
Stay connected.
Together, we will hold the tension of
things.
Some flowers will take longer to bloom.
And this is also true:
There is still hope for our uncertainty.
—Morgan Harper Nichols
As we approach our High Holy Days,
unlike we have ever experienced
before, this is what I know: None of us
are in this alone. While the COVID-19
pandemic has changed the ways we
pray, gather, celebrate, and mourn, we
are more connected than ever before.
You have received communications
throughout the summer about our High
Holy Day schedule of services, events,
and
experiences
for
these
unprecedented times. Each of the
choices we have made about how we
will observe our most sacred days
together was informed by our values.
We have been guided from the first
days of the pandemic by our values of
inclusion, health, safety, and meaning.
I cannot wait to share with you the

awe-inspiring and true-to-TAA services
and events that we’ve been able to
imagine, innovate, and create this year.
We’re also hoping to make our
virtual events as seamless and easy as
possible for you to access. There will be
one webpage ansheamunim.org/hhdservices.html where you can access
every virtual event, at the time of the
event, using the calendar within. If you
have any questions about how to get
access, Dave and Diane are on hand to
assist you. We are so grateful for all the
work they have done behind the scenes.
So many people have helped and
given their time to make the High Holy
Days exceptional for you this year. We
will honor them with our gratitude next
month and throughout our services and
events.
We are a community rich in history,
over 150 years in the making, and at
the same time, we are looking toward
our future. We know that this virtual
reality is not permanent - it is not our
future, not our forever - it is temporary.
We will gather again. We will fill our
sanctuary with song. I look forward to
seeing you throughout the holidays,
virtually or socially distanced, and to
dreaming of the day when we can come
together again. L’shana Tovah - with
blessings for a sweet new year!

Rabbi Liz invites you to check it out.
Were you unable to attend a service or Torah study? Don’t worry!
You can find her weekly Torah writings posted at this link:
https://ansheamunim.org/rabbi-lizs-blog

Schedule of Services
Friday, September 4
5:30 p.m. - Shabbat Services

Sunday, September 20 - Rosh Hashanah Day 2
10:30 a,m. - In Nature (TBD)

Saturday, September 5
9:30 a.m. - Torah Plus

Friday, September 25
5:30 p.m. - Erev Shabbat Services - Shabbat Shuva

Friday, September 11
5:30 p.m.- Shabbat Services

Saturday, September 26
9:30 a.m. - Torah Plus

Saturday, September 12
9:30 a.m. - Torah Plus

Sunday, September 27 - Erev Yom Kippur
6:30 p.m. - Pre-fast “dinner,” candle lighting,
holiday greeting
7:00 p.m. - Prayer Experience

Saturday, September 12
8:00 p.m.– Selichot Services
Friday, September 18 - Erev Rosh Hashanah
6:30 p.m. - Pre-neg, candle lighting, holiday greeting
7:00 p.m. - Prayer Experience
Saturday, September 19 - Rosh Hashanah Day 1
9:00 a.m. - Torah Study
10:00 a.m. - Prayer Experience

Monday, September 28 - Yom Kippur
9:00 a.m. - Morning Meditation
10:00 a.m. - Morning Prayer Experience
3:00 p.m. - Afternoon Service led by Temple youth
4:00 p.m. - Yizkor Prayer Experience
5:00 p.m. - Neilah Prayer Experience
followed by Break-the-Fast

Please note that services will be held virtually via Zoom and other online platforms. To access, please go to the
Temple Anshe Amunim website calendar. For technical assistance, please contact Dave Wallace (413) 822-8259.

Taking Stock
Lanny Zuckerman
To My Temple Family,

services have been extremely well attended, and those
who attend find them extremely meaningful. Saturday
morning Torah Study continues to be both intellectually
and spiritually stimulating, and also draws a consistent
group of participants. We have had a variety of
programs and classes that have drawn wide interest.
The need to do everything virtually has actually provided
something of a silver lining, as it allows for attendance
from anywhere in the country, or the world.
Under the inspired and creative leadership of Rabbi
Liz, working with Cantor Rachel Slusky, music director
Alan Gold, and our wonderful choir, I know that our
upcoming virtual High Holiday experience will be
beautiful, moving and meaningful, reflecting the core
values of this Temple Family.

We’re presently in the last month of the Jewish
calendar, the month of Elul. Traditionally, it is a time of
reflection and introspection - when we personally take
stock of our lives, as we move towards Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur. I think it’s also a good time to take
stock of our Temple life.
This past year, particularly the last six months, has
certainly been one that has presented challenges, as we
have had to change the ways that we carry on Temple
life in the face of the COVID 19 pandemic. We have not
been able to hold services, meetings, classes or social
events in our beloved building, and have had to adapt to
the new and present reality of Zoom. While we certainly
miss the ability to be together physically, this inability to
be in the same space has not prevented us from having L’Shanah Tovah Tekateivu, a sweet New Year to all.
the sense of connection to each other that we all crave.
Lanny Zuckerman
At this time of reflection, I’ve come to realize more
and more that the connections we have, the core values
of Anshe Amunim, are not dependent on being together
in the same physical space. Our Friday evening Shabbat
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While we will not gather together at Temple this year to welcome the New Year
or observe the Day of Atonement, we are preparing a beautiful High Holy Day
experience for you and hope you will join us. Information on how to access our
High Holy Day services can be found on our website ansheamunim.org.
Members will be sent instructions for how to access the services prior to
September 12. If you have any questions or need assistance to access the
services, please email the Temple office, templeoffice@ansheamunim.org or
phone (413)442-5910.

Selichot ....................................................... September 12
8:00pm
Erev Rosh Hashanah ................................... September 18
6:30pm - Pre-neg, candle lighting, holiday greeting
7:00pm - Prayer Experience
Rosh Hashanah Day 1 ................................. September 19
9:00am - Torah Study
10:00am - Prayer Experience
Rosh Hashanah Day 2 in Nature .................. September 20
10:30am - (more information will be available soon)
Kol Nidre ..................................................... September 27
6:30pm - Pre-fast “dinner,” candle lighting, holiday greeting
7:00pm - Prayer experience
Yom Kippur ................................................. September 28
9:00am - Morning Meditation
10:00am - Morning Prayer experience
3:00pm - Afternoon Service led by youth
4:00pm - Yizkor Prayer Experience
5:00pm - Neilah Prayer Experience followed by Break-the-Fast

TEMPLE

ANSHE

AMUNIM

~

SEPTEMBER

2020 -3

Meet Our New Members
Last month we met our newest young members of the Temple. This month, we’re starting off the new year by
introducing an extraordinary couple - Alison Piper and Allen Goldberg, the parents of our own Rabbi Liz. It’s not
often a congregation is given such a unique opportunity. Though they don’t live here in the Berkshires, they visit
often. We’ve seen them via Zoom at services, and hopefully it won’t be long before we can actually all meet in person. Welcome and L’Shanah Tovah to Alison and Allen!
Thank you,
Maxine Wisbaum

Alison Piper & Allen Goldberg
Alison and Allen are so pleased to have joined the TAA community. They live in
Sarasota, Florida and Manhattan, and enjoy spending as much time as possible in
the Berkshires, with their family, Rabbi Liz, Rabbi Neil, and the light of their lives,
Lior!
Allen grew up in Canarsie, Brooklyn, and Alison in Paterson and Wyckoff, New
Jersey. They met as counselors at B’nai B’rith Perlman Camp in Starlight,
Pennsylvania. After a few years, they married and moved to eastern
Massachusetts, where they began their family (Rabbi Liz and her younger sister,
Sarah, and several dogs and other pets) and their careers. Alison was an
academic librarian and library director, in independent schools and colleges, in
Massachusetts and Florida, and now works for the Association of Reform Jewish Educators, a partner organization of
the URJ. Allen has worked in software development, product/program management, and training. He is currently a
Curriculum Development Manager at Amazon Web Services (AWS).
Alison and Allen were long-time members of Temple Beth David, of Westwood, MA, joining to support their
community after a tragic arson fire destroyed the building. While their children were growing up, the whole family
spent a lot of time engaged in temple services, programming, and of course, meetings! Alison’s brother and parents
also moved to MA, and they spent most holidays, both Jewish and secular, celebrating with extended family and
temple friends. At the suggestion of close family friends from the temple, Rabbi Liz and Sarah went to Eisner Camp,
and the whole family began to spend time in the Berkshires. This continued for many years, as both girls became
camp staff and Sarah attended Simon’s Rock, and more recently, after Rabbi Liz became the rabbi and one of the
directors at Eisner and Rabbi Neil became one of the rabbis at Hevreh.
Allen and Alison moved to Sarasota in 2010, after their children were in college and rabbinical school. They also
have an apartment in NYC, and use that as a base for work in the city as well as travel to visit family and friends in
the area. They are looking forward to doing that again soon. When not working or spending time with nearby family,
Alison and Allen enjoy travel, both to the west coast, to visit their daughter Sarah and her girlfriend, Shirley, and
internationally. They are looking forward to doing that again soon too!

To Eileen Henle on the marriage of her grandson, Michael Weiss,
to Kelly McIntyre.
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Social Action Committee
Thanksgiving Angels
TAA is participating in the Thanksgiving Angels, the eighteen faith and civic based organizational effort to provide a
full Thanksgiving meal to our Berkshire County neighbors in need. This year, due to the pandemic, the event will
be somewhat altered. TAA has committed to providing 750 cans of green beans. Since the temple is closed for the
foreseeable future, donated cans can be either dropped off at the front door of the Pellish home, 66 Glory Drive,
Pittsfield or checks can be made out to TAA and sent to the temple. Please indicate on the check that the money
is for the Thanksgiving Angels effort. The Committee will then buy the green beans on your behalf.
Fuel Assistance
Our annual Winter Fuel Assistance Drive will begin October 1 st. Please send your checks made out to TAA indicating on the check that the money is for the Fuel Assistance Drive. The monies will be sent to the Pittsfield Area
Council of Congregations (PACC) for distribution. If you prefer, you can make your check out to PACC Winter Fuel
Assistance Drive, but please send the check to TAA so that we know what our total congregational donation is.
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism (RAC)
The RAC is promoting voter registration and voting. The Committee decided to participate in sending postcards to
historically low voter turnout areas in swing states. We will also have a phone bank effort. The RAC will provide the
postcards, names, addresses, telephone numbers, and a script. Cooper Lerner is spearheading this effort and can
provide training and technical support for those interested in the phone bank effort. Anyone interested in either
effort, please contact Cooper at cooper.lerner@gmail.com. The Committee also decided to participate in the RAC’s
100% voter participation drive in our congregation.
First Baptist Church Community Dinner
The next community dinner at the First Baptist Church will be held on Monday, September 14 th. The event will be a
grab & go meal.
Thank you for your continued generosity.
Janie & Larry Pellish, Social Action Committee Co-Chairs

Berkshire Bounty
Drivers Wanted
Twenty years ago, a group of TAA congregants decided to help their neighbors by, every Monday, picking up
donated food from area stores and distributing that food to area food pantries and meal sites. They called
themselves Berkshire Bounty. That effort has continued unabated, coordinated by Suzanne Nash, until a recent
hiatus caused by the pandemic.
The supply of volunteers has dwindled of late and new volunteers are needed to keep this important longterm TAA social action effort going. Volunteers need to be able to lift boxes weighing up to 40 pounds, use
personal vehicles to transport food, and practice social distancing and wear a face mask while working.
Volunteers will need to enter donor establishments, e.g. Guido’s and Panera Bread to get the donated food but
can deliver the food to recipient establishments such as the Christian Center and First Baptist Church at the
door.
Five years ago, Mark Lefenfeld and Jay Weintraub, Hevreh congregants, founded a south county based
organization, also called Berkshire Bounty which has the same mission. That “Berkshire Bounty” is on track to
collect and deliver 200,000 pounds of nutritious food to those in need in South County and Pittsfield during
2020. Our Berkshire Bounty group has decided to merge with their more expansive effort.
With the advent of COVID-19, the number of people suffering food insecurity has increased dramatically. For
more information, please contact Suzanne Nash at 442-0181 or snash1@nycap.rr.com or Janie & Larry Pellish at
822-2649 or randeb66@verizon.net. If you are interested is a similar volunteer opportunity but are unavailable
on Mondays, please contact Berkshire Bounty at info@berkshire-bounty.org.
Please be part of this important work.
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TAA Religious School / Family Education
Join Temple Anshe Amunim (TAA) for its ongoing Family Education program for meaningful
and enriching Jewish experiences for youth,
families, and the entire community.
In the era of COVID-19, we view the challenges
presented by social distancing as opportunities to
reimagine Jewish life and learning. The ways we have
envisioned our Family Education for next year looks to
adapt to our current realities and reimagine how we
connect with our youth.
Students will enjoy a monthly rotation of experiences
in the classroom, in the sanctuary, and outdoors. Unless
otherwise specified, all events are able to be held within
the participants’ homes, in TAA’s virtual space, or at TAA
in line with strict social distancing policies and practices.
We will be leading our children and community through a
monthly schedule divided into four categories: art and
cooking; learning of prayers and blessings; a tiyul (field
trip) experience; a monthly family story time for younger
children; or a quarterly tikkun olam project for
teenagers.
This year we will be offering parents a Jewish
learning experience, with a once a month Jewish book
club just for them. The book will be announced at the
beginning of the month, and parents will meet at the end
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of the month. Attendance by video conference may
become a popular option regardless of COVID-19.
Our program is designed to educate our children and
provide the possibility of connecting students with our
greater TAA community. Art, baking and prayer projects
often enhance congregational efforts to celebrate our
holidays together, providing frequent opportunities for
members of all ages to learn from each other and
celebrate as one TAA family.
All of the proposed programming this year is built for
socially distant or completely remote implementation
with the flexibility to transition to in-person
implementation. This nimble approach includes plans for
strict social distancing, picking up of materials, and both
synchronous and asynchronous online learning plans.
During synchronous online learning, we will create
smaller group environments with breakout Zoom rooms
based on age or interest, and asynchronous activities will
offer levels of engagement for a variety of ages.
To learn more email templeoffice@ansheamunim.org
or call us at 413.442.5910.
To Register go to - tinyurl.com/TAA2020-21-Religious
School-Registration

2020

Todah Rabah - Thank you!
Please Contribute to Any Temple Anshe Amunim Fund.
All donations are gratefully appreciated.
To donate now, please visit https://www.ansheamunim.org/donate
All mitzvah funds support immediate Temple needs.
Mitzvah Fund: Donations to the Mitzvah fund provide support for:

• Commemoration of happy events both large and small; Onegs
and Pre-Negs.

Endowment & Restricted Funds Descriptions:
The Roslyn G. (Roz) Citrin Cantorial Endowment Fund: Donations to
this fund will provide annually, for the beauty of Cantorial music and
song to enhance our High Holy Days and special worship.

• Expenses related to cantorial, Temple music and the choir.
• Remembrances at services (yahrzeits) and in the Bulletin for loved Rabbi Harold & Audrey Salzmann Religious School Endowment: To
ones who have passed away.
Basic religious school expenses.
Purchasing new books for the library.
The purchase, repair, and maintenance of Temple art.
Capital maintenance and repair of the Temple building and
memorial boards.
• Daily operations.

support Religious School programming, retreats and trips.

•
•
•
•

Lynn Denmark/Faith Newmark Endowment: To support the Religious
School, as determined by Women of Reform Judaism.
Shaun Beckwith-Chasen Campership Fund: Scholarships for
attendance at Eisner/Crane Lake Camp.

Dedicated Prayer book, Tanakh (Bible) minimum donation is $36, or
Women’s Torah Commentary Fund minimum donation is $50:
Purchases new books with a dedication plate.
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: (Please designate to Rabbi Liz P.G.
Hirsch): to be applied for the benefit of the Temple.

Elise & Moe England Religious School Scholarship Fund: Scholarships
for religious school attendance.
Jeff Stolzberg Campership Fund: Scholarships for attendance at
Eisner/Crane Lake Camp.
Henry & Dorothy Halperin Fund: For children’s Simchat Torah
celebration.
Dan and Edna Miller Building Fund: For maintenance, renovations
and improvements to the Temple.
Individual Endowments: Set up by individuals, these funds are part of
the main Temple endowment and support ongoing operations and
programs as determined by the Board of Trustees. Minimum
donation is $10,000.

Tree-of-Life in honor of, or in memory of: Inscribed leaf to honor the life or memory of a specified person or people on the
Temple’s Tree of Life. ($125)
Yahrzeit Plaques: To honor the memory of an ancestor or other family member to be displayed on the memorial board in the lobby.
($350) Please complete form from the office for leaf or plaque and submit with your contribution.
All donations will be acknowledged in the Bulletin.
Acknowledgements will also be sent to the honoree or family.

TEMPLE ANSHE AMUNIM CONTRIBUTION FORM
Donor Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________
Today’s Date: ___________ Amount: $__________ Method of Payment: cash ____ check ____ credit card ____
1.

In honor of/ in memory of : ___________________________________________________________________________
(circle one)
Name
Yahrzeit Date
___________________________________________________________________________
Relationship to Donor
To Fund (from above)

2. In honor of/ in memory of :
(circle one)

____________________________________________________________________________
Name
Yahrzeit Date
____________________________________________________________________________
Relationship to Donor
To Fund (from above)
26 Broad Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201 (413) 442-5910 www.ansheamunim.org
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Birthdays September Yahrzeits
Yom Huledet Sameach!
Happy Birthday to
our members and
friends with
September birthdays!

We hold in loving memory:

September 1 / 12 Elul
Myra Waldinger

September 1
Lanny Zuckerman

September 2 / 13 Elul
Harry Meyer
Bennett Moskowitz

September 2
Denise Cherry
Marc Herbert

September 3 / 14 Elul
Joan Bartwink
Charles L. Pincu

September 3
Neil Koreman

September 4 / 15 Elul
Joseph Blieberg
Harriet Kelm
Lillian J. Kurlansky

September 5
David Feigenbaum
September 9
Larry Newmark
September 12
Howard Cherry
September 15
Emily Bernard
September 18
Paula Pomerantz

September 5 / 16 Elul
Esther Brody
Esther Halpern
Morris Lederer
September 6 / 17 Elul
Susan Moskowitz Grand
September 7 / 18 Elul
Stephen Michael Epstein
Molly Levitte Selkowitz

September 20
William Molner

September 8 / 19 Elul
Sarah Kaminstein
Marjorie Rappoport

September 21
James Duffy

September 9 / 20 Elul
Shaun Beckwith-Chasen

September 22
Myrna Golden
Barry Wesson

September 10 / 21 Elul
Joseph Besnoff
Abraham A. Greenhoot
Moe Morris
Fannie Viniar

September 28
Nhi Ricchi
September 30
Faith Newmark
Jeffrey Ross

Anniversaries
September 8
Carla and Ed Slomin

September 12 / 23 Elul
Ruth Cohen
Celia Haidak
Gail Baron Kaplan
Rose Nodelman
September 13 / 24 Elul
Murray Gallant
Philip Kaminstein
September 14 / 25 Elul
Ethel Shapiro
Alan A. Solin
September 15 / 26 Elul
Roy D. Pastor
September 16 / 27 Elul
Milton Gordon
Sophie S. Honig
Dr. Joseph Tulgan
September 17 / 28 Elul
Edith Zuckerman
September 18 / 29 Elul
Martha Renee Salzmann
September 19 / 1 Tishrei
Harry B. Baker
Evelyn Berger
Belle Holzberg
Harry Holzberg
Eva Levitte
Bernard Olenberg
Henry Windisch

September 11 / 22 Elul
Suzanne Cimini
Geraldine Rabens

September 20 / 2 Tishrei
Lazer Shapiro
September 21 / 3 Tishrei
Victor Wesson
Ethel Wesson
September 22 / 4 Tishrei
Albert Bliss
Dr. David Bernard Kagan
Clarence I. Lederer
September 25 / 7 Tishrei
Anna Jacoff Lipshitz
Benjamin M. Orenstein
September 26 / 8 Tishrei
Roy A. Rappaport
September 27 / 9 Tishrei
Isaac Bartfield
David Borak
September 28 / 10 Tishrei
Maurice R. Colker
Doris Gershoff
Greta Hochhauser
September 29 / 11 Tishrei
Linnie Nora Franklin
September 30 / 12 Tishrei
Harry Levitt
Nathan Mintz
Lena Hannah Schreck
Nathan Seiler

Please remember
Temple Anshe
Amunim in your will.

Yahrzeit Donations - It is customary to make a donation on the occasion of your
loved one’s Yahrzeit.
Yahrzeit dates -Yahrzeits are based on the Hebrew or Gregorian (English) date,
depending on family reference. If there are any omissions or errors, please call the
Temple office (413) 442-5910.

Yahrzeit Plaques
Yahrzeit Plaques honor the memory of an ancestor or other family member. Each
plaque is $350.
For more information or to request an order form, please call the Temple office at
(413) 442-5910.
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Temple Anshe Amunim templeoffice@ansheamunim.org
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1 (12 Elul)

6 (17 Elul)

7 (18 Elul)

8 (19 Elul)

Wednesday

Thursday

2 (13 Elul)

3 (14 Elul)

9 (20 Elul)

LABOR DAY

13 (24 Elul)

14 (25 Elul)

15 (26 Elul)

September 2020
12 Elul - 12 Tishrei

16 (27 Elul)

Friday

Saturday

4 (15 Elul)

5 (16 Elul)

5:30pm Erev
Shabbat
Service

9:30am Torah
Study

10 (21 Elul)

11 (22 Elul)

12 (23 Elul)

7:00pm Board
Meeting

5:30pm Erev
Shabbat
Service

9:30am Torah
Study

18 (29 Elul)

19 (1 Tishrei)

Erev Rosh
Hashanah

Rosh
Hashanah
Day 1

17 (28 Elul)

6:30pm Preneg, candle
lighting,
holiday
greeting

10:45am
Religious
School begins
– Join us on
Zoom!

8:00pm Selichot
Service

9:00am Torah
Study
10:00am Prayer
Experience

7:00pm Prayer
Experience

20 (2 Tishrei)

21 (3 Tishrei)

22 (4 Tishrei)

23 (5 Tishrei) 24 (6 Tishrei)

Rosh
Hashanah
Day 2
10:30am In
Nature - TBD

27 (9 Tishrei)

28 (10 Tishrei) 29 (11 Tishrei)

Kol Nidre

Yom Kippur

6:30pm Pre-fast
“dinner,”
candle
lighting,
holiday
greeting

9:00am
Morning
Meditation

7:00pm Prayer
Experience

10:00am
Morning
Prayer
Experience
3:00pm
Afternoon
Services led
by youth

25 (7 Tishrei)

26 (8 Tishrei)

5:30pm Erev
Shabbat
Service –
Shabbat
Shuva

9:30am Torah
Study

30(12 Tishrei)

NOTE: Please check our website www.ansheamunim.org,
weekly email, or contact the Temple office for more
information and updates on Holy Day Services and events.

4:00pm Yizkor
Prayer
Experience
5:00pm Ne’ilah
Prayer
Experience
followed by
virtual break
the fast
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