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know when we must no 

longer remain silent, and 

when it is time to act. 
As Josh reflects in his 

article and shared at the 

congregational meeting 
last month, we are taking 

appropriate steps to 

address the safety and 
security of our Temple 

community. We will not be 

intimidated and forced 

into hiding our identity. 
We proudly hold services 

eve ry  week ,  o f fe r 

congregational and public 
programs, and remain a 

beacon of Jewish life in 

Central Berkshire county. 
Together with the other 

rabbis and leaders of our 

county, we have spoken 
out against hate and 

antisemitism on the news 

and in letters to the 
editors. If we are silent, if 

we are hidden, if we are 

masked, then the Hamans 

of the world have won.  
May we all proudly 

wear our Purim costumes 

this month, and may we 
all proudly and publicly 

wear our Jewish identity. 

May we be brave, may we 
speak up in the face of 

hatred, and may we be 

blessed with safety, 
security, and hope. 

 

This  month,  we 

celebrate Purim, one of 

our most joyful holidays. 
We celebrate Queen 

Esther and her uncle, 

Mordechai, who stood up 
to the wicked Haman 

(boo!!) and avoided 

tragedy for the Jewish 
people. We observe the 

holiday by singing, 

d a n c i n g ,  e a t i n g , 

recounting Esther’s story, 
and by wearing costumes. 

We admire Esther’s 

bravery, who spoke up to 
save all of her people, 

risking her life - for no 

one, even the Queen, 
could request a private 

audience with King 

Achashveros and be 
certain that they would 

live. 

For much of the 
beginning of the story, 

until she speaks up and 

stands up,  Esther 

conceals her identity as a 
Jew. In Esther’s time, it 

was not very popular to 

be different in Persia. 
Esther was able to 

become Queen, to take on 

a position of significance 
and, when the time came, 

leadership and moral 

clarity. However, she had 
to do so at a cost - she 

could not reveal her true 

self and identity, at least 

initially. This is why we 
wear costumes on Purim. 

Today, these masks and 

disguises add to our 
merriment and enjoyment 

of the holiday. They also 

represent the times that 
we need to mask and 

conceal our identities as 

Jews, and all the ways we 

feel we must we hide our 
differences and our true 

selves. 

Today, w ith the 
unfortunate reality of a 

rise in antisemitism 

throughout our state, 
region, country, and 

world, we must once again 

confront the situation 
faced by Esther. Must we 

hide our Jewish identity to 

be safe and secure? This 
is an unthinkable question 

to be asking in 2020, and 

yet, here we are. 

Rather than hide, we 
look to Esther as a model 

in many ways. She knew 

when to speak up and 
when her voice would 

carry power, and in the 

end, her commitment to 
the  Jewish peop le 

triumphed over her fears. 

Esther’s story shows us it 
is legitimate to be afraid 

at first, as long as we also 
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Schedule of Services 

Friday March 6 

5:30 p.m. - Erev Shabbat Services  

 

Saturday March 7 

9:30 a.m. - Torah Plus  

10:30 a.m. -  Shabbat morning services  

 

Friday March 13 

5:00 p.m. - Purim Celebration followed 

at 5:30 p.m. by a Purim Shabbat 

Services  

 

Saturday March 14 

9:30 a.m. - Torah Plus  

10:30 a.m. -  Shabbat morning services  

 

 

Friday March 20 

5:30 p.m. - Erev Shabbat Services  

 

Saturday March 21 

9:30 a.m. - Torah Plus  

10:30 a.m. -  Shabbat morning services  

 

Friday March 27 

5:30 p.m. - Erev Shabbat Services  

 

Saturday March 28 

9:30 a.m. - Torah Plus  

10:30 a.m. -  Shabbat morning services  

To My Temple Family, 

 

    Within my remarks about 
security for our congregation, 

this is the report that I 

offered at our February 4th, 2020 congregational 
meeting: 

It has been essential that we as a congregation 

respond to the events that have been occurring 
across our country.  While we as a Temple have not 

received a direct threat, we have been in contact 

with the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires who 

have helped guide us with an appropriate response, 
and I have also been in touch with my fellow 

congregational presidents at Hevreh and Knesset 

Israel. 
In recent weeks, you may have noticed a police 

presence at services outside the building on Fridays 

and Saturdays.  This is a security service that will 
continue until further notice, as recommended at 

our January Board of Trustees meeting.  We have 

had some discussion about hiring plainclothes police 
officers or security at services, but at this time with 

our size we do not believe that this would serve as a 

deterrent and would cause more alarm for 
congregants rather than comfort.  I spoke with Rik 

Kabel, the President of Hevreh, who informed me 

that their congregation has been having police 

coverage at all services and events since the middle 

of 2018.  Richie Simons, President of KI, tells me 
that they are hiring officers more frequently, and 

that a door greeter is contracted for all services 

(who is not a congregant).   In addition, Rabbi Liz 
has asked the Federation for guidance, and Dara 

Kaufman reports that virtually every congregation 

that she has heard from is using a police presence 
in some form for services and larger events.  With 

all these pieces factored in, we do not believe this is 

an overreaction. 

Police and security come at a cost.  Hiring an off-
duty Pittsfield Police Officer comes at a cost of $55/

hour on Fridays and $82.50 on Saturdays.  As state 

law mandates a four-hour minimum payment, the 
weekend cost has been $550.  We recently received 

cost estimates from the Berkshire County Sheriff’s 

Office of $50/hour on Fridays and $75/hour on 
Saturdays at a cost of $500 per week.  If it were 

annualized out, using the Sheriff’s officers would be 

a savings of $2,500 per year.  With this information 
just in, it will have to be discussed by the board.  

The membership also must be aware that there is a 

strong likelihood of an annual security assessment 
which will be billed – an amount needs to be 

calculated based on our future need for security and 

(continued on page 3) 

Security Updates at TAA 
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“It has been 

essential that we 

as a congregation 

respond to the 

events that have 

been occurring 

across our country.  

While we as a 

Temple have not 

received a direct 

threat, we have 

been in contact 

with the Jewish 

Federation of the 

Berkshires who 

have helped guide 

us with an 

appropriate 

response, and I 

have also been in 

touch with my 

fellow 

congregational 

presidents at 

Hevreh and 

Knesset Israel.” 

President’s Message (continued from page 2) 
the number of families we have.  I anticipate 

this coming soon, likely before the end of this 

fiscal year.  This is something that many 
congregations across the country are 

budgeting for in order to afford these 

measures, and we are no different.  It is 

expensive to do, but sadly at this point, it is 
necessary. 

Now for physical measures to our building 

– specifically security cameras – another 
expensive measure, but necessary to have.  

In January, Rabbi Liz, Dave Wallace, and I 

met with Howard Siegel from Bug Busters in 
Pittsfield.  Bug Busters was recommended to 

us by New England Security Systems, our 

alarm company, who do not provide this type 
of service.  Howard presented a proposal 

which included the installation of a video 

recorder, a monitor to be located in the 

office, 8 indoor/outdoor cameras with a 2.8 
millimeter fixed lens, installation of cameras 

and network wire, 4 jacks on walls from 

network devices, and training for relevant 
staff and volunteers.  The cost for this was 

$9,100.  $5,000 of this was approved by the 

Feigenbaum Lecture Committee to come from 
the lecture endowment.  An additional $1,500 

was previously earmarked from the lecture 

endowment for building wiring but was 
unspent due to high bids.  $1,000 was from a 

specific donation from a congregant for 

security purposes.  And the remaining $1,600 
was designated by the board from the 

Rabbinic Chair Fund for the full total of 

$9,100.  This expenditure was approved by 

the board in January.  The cameras have 
been ordered, and Dave and Howard did a 

walkthrough of the building last week.  The 

wiring work will likely begin next week, and 
the camera installation will begin shortly 

thereafter, with the system being fully 

operational within a few weeks. 
We have also had panic buttons installed 

on all three floors of the building, and our 

staff and lay leadership are fully informed as 
to their locations and how to use them. 

We are very cognizant of who will be 

coming into the building.  At board meetings, 

we circulate signup sheets to ensure that 

members of leadership can be present at all 

services and can watch the door for people 
coming in.  When I am present on Friday 

nights, this is typically something that I do.  I 

circulate the sheet following meetings with 

the entire board and the Rabbi so that people 
who missed the meeting can fill in gaps if 

there are any.  As you know, several years 

ago we put in place the locked door policy – 
the front door remains locked at all times and 

people can only be let in manually, and we 

certainly do not see any reason to change 
this policy. 

Finally, we continue to work very closely 

with local law enforcement to keep lines of 
communications open and to learn from 

them.  On Tuesday, February 4th, Rabbi Liz 

and I met with Pittsfield Police Chief Michael 

Wynn and Lieutenant Gary Traversa.  We 
scheduled this meeting some time ago so 

that we would all be on the same page for 

our needs, and we also wished for the police 
to give us advice on our facilities and our 

security policies.  We led them on a 

walkthrough of the building and the property 
and showed them all entrance and exit points 

throughout the building.  They did advise us 

that during the summer, we may want to 
turn more towards the Sheriff’s office for 

coverage, as there is a high demand for 

details and the department is having difficulty 
filling positions.  The police will continue to 

stay vigilant of our neighborhood, as we, KI, 

and Federation are close in proximity.  The 

police also concur that a camera system is 
one which is an essential part of a 

congregation like ours to deter incidents and 

to capture anything which may occur. 
As always, I am open to questions, 

comments, or concerns about any or all these 

initiatives.  Please feel to call or e-mail me at 
your convenience. 

 

L’Shalom, 
 

Josh Cutler 

Temple President 

Condolences 
The Temple Anshe Amunim community extends condolences to: 

 

Rabbi Arthur and Linda Starr and family on the recent death of Rabbi Starr’s 
brother, Wally. 

 

Debora Cole-Duffy, Jim Duffy, Michael Duffy, and Glenn Duffy on the recent 
death of their beloved mother, mother-in-law, and grandmother, Berta Cole. 
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Last May, while at the National 

Meeting of the Religious Action 

Center (RAC), Rabbi Liz became 
convinced of the importance of 

promoting women’s reproductive 

rights in the Berkshires. She 
became an active advocate of the 

ROE Act, a proposed bill in the 

Massachusetts legislature, which 
guarantees a safe, affordable, 

accessible, legal abortion for every 

woman regardless of age, income, 

or legal status.  The Rabbi 
spearheaded recruiting clergy 

throughout the state in signing a 

letter of support for the bill.  She 
spoke at a rally in Boston in support 

of the bill. Then she convened a 

group of TAA members to explore 
being one of the first faith-based 

organizations in the state to have a 

forum in support of the ROE Act.  
The group strongly supported the 

concept.  Since we are the co-chairs 

of the Social Action Committee and 
this was a social justice issue, we 

volunteered to be the co-chairs of 

the event.   

With the help of the RAC and 
NARAL Pro-Choice Massachusetts 

and the sage counsel of Rabbi Liz, 

the forum committee began its 
efforts.  We didn’t have much time 

to plan the event.  There was a tight 

timeline if the ROE Act was to be 
favorably reported out of the 

Judiciary Committee and voted on 

this legislative session.  We sent out 
save-the-date notifications to the 

media and potentially interested 

Berkshire County organizations one 

ROE Act submitted by Janie and Larry Pellish 
Planned Parenthood, spoke about 

her experiences in the abortion 

process.  Cookie Lamet told a 
personal story of witnessing an 

illegal abortion years ago in 

Louisiana that ended in the death 
of a fellow co-ed.   

Finally, we gave a call-to-action 

urging the audience of 125 to fill 
out postcards addressed to their 

respective legislators stating why 

they felt it was important for their 

legislators to do their utmost in 
ensuring passage of the ROE Act.  

A large number in attendance did 

fill out those cards.  We also 
distributed literature explaining the 

need and important elements of 

the ROE Act and a flyer that 
outlined how you could amplify 

your impact by contacting friends 

and family and urging them to 
communicate with their legislators.  

If you are interested, this literature 

can be obtained by contacting 
Diane at the TAA office.  Time is of 

the essence.  If the bill is not 

reported out of the Judiciary 

Committee by May 12, it will die.  
At the end of the event, many in 

the audience mingled with the 

speakers in our social hall and 
enjoyed refreshments. 

We want to thank the speakers, 

sponsors, and members of the ROE 
Act forum committee for their 

participation in this event.   

Committee members were Jason 
Alemany, Rachel Alemany, Lesley 

Beck, Deb Cole-Duffy, Fred 

Fagelman, Nancy Fagelman, Laura 

Feakes, Cookie Lamet, Robyn 
Rosen, Barbara Viniar, Barbara 

Wasserman, Charles Wohl, Lanny 

Zuckerman, and Michele Bauer 
representing Hevreh.  Thank you 

to Diane Koch and Dave and Kevin 

Wallace for their expertise and 
assistance.  Special thanks to 

Rabbi Liz for her vision and 

leadership. 

month before the date of the 

event, even though we didn’t know 

who the speakers would be.  
Various committee members and 

Rabbi Liz contacted media trying to 

get coverage.  The media was 
intrigued that a faith-based 

organization would be a vocal 

proponent of pro-choice in the 
abortion debate and ultimately we 

received excellent coverage in the 

“Berkshire Eagle” and on WAMC.  

Most gratifying was the support of 
other Berkshire County faith-based 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h  S out h 

Congregational Church and the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of 

Pittsfield as well as Hevreh of 

S o u t h e r n  B e r k s h i r e  a n d 
Congregation Beth Israel of North 

Adams becoming co-sponsors.  A 

number of other faith-based 
organizations in the County 

expressed support, but, because of 

time constraints, couldn’t get board 
approval to be co-sponsors.  We 

even contacted Elizabeth Banks, 

the actress, Pittsfield native, and 

chair of the Creative Council for the 
Center for Reproductive Rights, 

about providing a video welcoming 

message for the event, but this 
didn’t happen.   

What did happen was a great 

event.  Rabbi Liz and Reverend Joel 
H u n t i n g t o n  o f  S o u t h 

Congregational Church spoke about 

the biblical foundations of human 
dignity and women’s autonomy.  

Robyn Rosen moderated and gave 

a history of the women’s 

movement leading up to the 1973 
Supreme Court decision in ROE v. 

Wade.  Kate Froehlich of NARAL Pro

-Choice Massachusetts spoke about 
the rationale and details of the ROE 

Act and its status in proceeding 

through the Massachusetts 
legislative process.  Katharine 

Burnett, a nurse long-affiliated with 

Mazel Tov to:  

 

Audrey Salzmann on the birth of great granddaughter Gabrielle 
(grandfather Josh, mother Francesca) born on December 20th in England. 
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ROE Act Forum - February 9th 
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Birthright Israel Trip Reflection by Ari Drayman 

When I arrived at John F. 

Kennedy airport before 

my journey began, I had 
no idea what to expect. 

All I could see was that I 

was in a group full of 

strangers going to a 
foreign land that is associated 

w i t h  a  l o t  o f  nega t i ve 

connotations. I felt out of my 
comfort zone and even thought to 

myself a couple of times, “What 

am I doing? Why didn’t I just stay 
home to spend more time with 

my family before I have to go 

back to school from winter 
break?” However, after landing 

at Ben Gurion airport in Tel-

Aviv, what was in store for me 

was a trip of a lifetime that I 
will never forget. 

Before this trip, one of the 

main reasons why I wanted to 
go to Israel was to fully 

understand what Israel means 

to me and to put a landscape 
to all the knowledge I had 

gained over the years in 

Hebrew school, NFTY, listening 
to sermons, and taking classes 

discussing this land’s history. 

Over the duration of this trip 
though, I began to realize that 

these questions are not 

answerable with the amount 

of time I was in Israel. Being 
there for only ten days, I was 

challenged by speakers, Israeli 

soldiers, and my peers to 
think about Israel not just as a 

land of  the Jewish people but 

as a place that has induced 
change within the world. I 

learned that Israel, a state the 

size of New Jersey, has more 
tech startups than any other 

place in the world besides in the 

silicon valley. I learned that 

Israel is one of the world’s 
leaders in creating and producing 

skincare/beauty products used 

by millions of people. I learned 
about how Israel is one of the 

few places in the world where 

people are able to balance 
religion and modern innovation. 

Without Israel, the world we live 

in would be on a different 
trajectory 

This is not to say though that 

Israel is a perfect country. Over 

the duration of this trip, it became 

clear to me that Israel is facing 
some grave issues that I would not 

be able to see without going there 

directly. For example, Israel is a 

segregated country. Nearly all of 
the Jewish and Palestinian 

populations live in different parts of 

Israel. The majority of Palestinians 
live within East Jerusalem and the 

West Bank while the Jewish 

population lives within West 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. This 

segregation was also prevalent 

within the Old City of Jerusalem as 
this small area is split up into four 

distinct sections based on religion 

including the Armenian Christians, 

the rest of the Christians, the Jews, 
and the Muslims. 

Israel also faces issues between 

the ultra-religious Jewish people 
and its secular population. The 

best example of this is on the 

Western Wall. Although many 
people know that the Western Wall 

is segregated based on gender, I 

never realized how much more 
space and rights the men get at 

the Western Wall as opposed to 

women. The women’s side of the 
wall is much more crowded, 

nobody is there to help them wrap 

tefillin, and there is no library 

while on the men’s side of the 
wall, there is a plethora of text to 

read from, there is a lot of space 

to move around, and they’re a lot 
of people offering to help you wrap 

tefillin. After talking to the Israeli 

soldiers on my trip, I also got 
some more information on other 

arguments between the ultra-

religious Jewish people and its 
secular population. This mainly 

revolved around the issue of 

Shabbat and what you should and 

should not be allowed to do on this 
holiday. For example, on Shabbat, 

there is no public transportation in 

Jerusalem, yet the Israeli 
government wants fewer people to 

buy cars. Another example of this 

is that on Shabbat, the religious 
Jewish people want the Jerusalem 

market closed entirely while the 

rest of the population wants it 
open seven days a week. 

Although I had learned a lot 

about Israel on this trip about its 

innovations and myriad of issues 

it faces, I also have had some of 
the best experiences of my life 

within Israel. I got to hike 

Masada with my friends and see 

the Negev on one side and the 
Jordan River on the other. I got 

the chance to put mud on my 

body and float in the Dead Sea. I 
got the opportunity to converse 

with Israeli soldiers where we got 

to talk about our lives and ask 
each other questions with no 

bounds. I got the opportunity to 

meet Jewish people my age and 
experience Israel with them. This 

trip exceeded all of my wildest 

dreams. 

At the beginning of the trip in 
the airport, the tour guide of our 

group told us that before you 

know it, you will be on the plane 
back home wondering where the 

time went. During this time, I did 

not believe him. I thought to 
myself, “how could a ten-day trip 

go by so fast?” But when I found 

myself back at the same airport 
ten days later, I fully understood 

what he meant. After making 

some of the best friends I have 
ever made, engaging in some of 

the most intense conversations I 

have ever been apart of, and 

exploring my Jewish identity with 
forty-seven other people it all 

ended within the snap of your 

fingers. My biggest takeaway 
from this trip was if you ever get 

the chance to go on Birthright, 

even if you question your decision 
as I did in the beginning, go 

anyway. This experience will 

change your life and help you 
understand the true importance 

of Israel in this world despite the 

problems it faces today. You will 

meet incredible people and 
engage in experiences you will 

never forget. Before I left for 

Israel, I seriously thought that I 
would never want to go back to 

Israel after this trip. Now, I yearn 

to go back to Israel sometime 
soon to see this land again in the 

near future. Boy, I could not have 

been more initially wrong. Thank 
you for reading. 

“Before 

this trip, 

one of the 

main 

reasons 

why I 

wanted to 

go to 

Israel was 

to fully 

understand 

what Israel 

means to 

me …” 
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Women from the Temple gathered on 

February 1st to “Celebrate Motherhood” 

and shared wisdom, humor, tips, and 

the joys of motherhood in honor of 

Jessica Cutler. 

Rosh Chodesh Shevat 

“There is 

nothing as 

powerful as 

a mother’s 

love, and 

nothing as 

healing as 

a child’s 

soul.” – 

Unknown  

Social Action Committee 
The Coins for Fuel Drive to 

benefit the Pittsfield Area Council 

of Congregations (PACC) Winter 
Fuel Assistance Fund collected 

$1,037.   

The Winter Clothing Drive 
resulted in multiple trunk loads of 

clothing being delivered to the 

Ch r i s t i a n  Ce n t e r ,  S ou t h 
Congregational Church, the 

Dream Center, Goodwill Dress for 

Career Success Program, and 

Berkshire Pathways.   
TAA prepared and served a 

lasagna dinner at the First Baptist 

Church in Pittsfield on Monday, 
February 10th.  Thanks to Marlene 

Chautin, Fred Fagelman, Nancy 

Fagelman, Laura Feakes, Judy 
Gitelson, Janie Pellish, Larry 

Pellish, Helen Radin, and Lanny 

Zuckerman for their participation. 

TAA will be participating in a 

drive for the Berkshire Community 

Diaper Project (BCDP).  The BCDP 
is a grassroots group that has been 

in the Berkshires for six years for 

the purpose of making diapers 
available to low and moderate 

income families.  Since its 

inception, BCDP has distributed 
more than 750,000 diapers 

through food banks and community 

organizations.  Diapers are not 

covered by WIC or SNAP and a 
family can spend $100 per month 

on them.  We will be collecting 

diapers of all sizes, including partial 
packages of diapers as well as 

money that BCDP can use to 

purchase diapers at a discounted 
price.  The drive will start in April.   

Thank you for your continuing 

generosity. 
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“Day offers a 

simpler 

remedy for 

fixing 

healthcare. If 

we want a 

healthcare 

system that’s 

more humane, 

more 

practical, and 

gets the 

important 

things right, 

turn to 

women. Read 

it and let’s get 

going.” 

—Andy Slavitt, 

former 

administrator 

of the Centers 

for Medicare 

and Medicaid 

Services  

Rosh Chodesh Nisan - April 4 at 1:00pm 

Rosh Chodesh Adar - March 1 

Telling Our Stories: The Women of Passover 

 

We will celebrate the courageous women in the Passover story, including Shifra and 

Puah, the brave and resourceful midwives. 

 

The gathering will include a Passover trivia contest, a recipe swap, suggestions for 

adding elements to the seder that recognize the feats of the women of Passover, and 

special Passover snacks! 
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Save the date, March 7th, for a 

presentation on Eisner, Crane Lake and 
6 Points SCI-Tech. 

URJ camps offer a unique Jewish 

e x p e r i e n ce  f o r  c h i l d r e n  t ha t 

complements their religious school 
education.  We blend informal education 

with sports, arts, and cultural events to 

create an all-encompassing Jewish 
experience for children in grades 2-10.   

“URJ camps 

will  

provide 

summers 

that  

will last  

a  

lifetime.” 

March 7  
Presentation  
on Eisner,  
Crane Lake,  
6 Points SCI-Tech 

PFTY is running a Passover Fundraiser to help 

supplement Youth Programming.  We will be selling 

Passover Candy items through Barton's Chocolates. All 

items are Kosher for Passover.  The order forms are 
available in the Temple Office, and we would be happy 

to email them to you.  PFTY will realize 40% of all candy 

sales. 
There is also an online order form so that those who 

live in warmer climates or further away can support our 

Youth!  All orders will need to be in by March 2nd. To 
order online go to tinyurl.com/TAA-PFTY-

PassoverFundraiser.com. 

Please make your check out to “PFTY.”  and leave it in 
the box in the lobby or in Rachel's box in the Temple 

office. You can also pay with a credit card if that is more 

convenient.  

Go to www/misschocolate.com/pay for that 
option. Thank you for supporting the Youth of Anshe 

Amunim! We couldn't do anything without your support! 

PFTY  

Passover  

Candy Sale 

https://www.dropbox.com/referrer_cleansing_redirect?hmac=lNyaO7FkrEHLuZQYC%2BI1juhi6Rl2MKTYMRcQzbgnGnc%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmisschocolate.com%2Fpay
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PM all are welcome to join in the 

merriment of a musical, humorous 

Purim and Shabbat experience led by 
Rabbi Liz. 

Our temple family wishes a chag 

sameach - a joyous holiday - to all 
members of the Berkshire Jewish 

community! 

As one of Judaism's most joyous 

holidays,  this is a highlight of our end-

of-winter programming.  No matter 
your age – 0 to 100+, we look forward 

to celebrating with our members, not-

yet-members, friends and guests; and, 
please come in costume if you 

like! Beginning at 5 PM, the PFTY Youth 

Group will coordinate games and 
activities followed by light refreshments 

and Hamantaschen. Then, at 5:30 

Purim at TAA 

“As one of 

Judaism's most 

joyous 

holidays,  this 

is a highlight of 

our end-of-

winter 

programming.”  

- Rabbi Liz  
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joyous event is open to all who 

would like to experience a Passover 

Seder. 
Following the service, participants 

are invited to share the traditional 

Seder meal, prepared by Temple 

members.  A vegetarian option will be 

available.   

Reservations are required.   

Passover celebrates the emancipation 

of the Jewish people from slavery in 

Egypt and the hope for all to be free from 
oppression today.  Join us as we recount 

the Exodus in story and song.   

Passover offers many opportunities for 
families to participate.  We will share 

traditional and innovative texts, 

melodies, and a dramatic retelling of the 
Passover story.  During the Seder, 

children will be invited to hunt for the 

afikomen, an exciting treasure hunt for 

hidden matzo, and to win prizes. This 

Passover Second Night Seder at TAA 

“As the 

Haggadah 

teaches us, in 

every 

generation, we 

must each see 

ourselves as 

having 

personally 

been liberated 

from the land 

of Egypt .” 

- Rabbi Liz 
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“Come 

celebrate TAA’s  

150th 

Anniversary 

and have  

some fun 

puttin’  

on 

the 

Ritz.” 

TAA 150th Anniversary GALA 
Save the date and join us as we celebrate 150 years! 

The evening begins at 5:30 pm. Visit with friends as 

we gather before a celebratory Havdalah followed by 

dinner and music. The theme for the gala is “Roaring 

20s” so have some fun, step back in time, and come in 

your best 20s impersonation.  

 

Share memories with friends old 

and new; participate in the legacy of 

the commemorative booklet; and be 

part of our enthusiasm for the next 

150 years! 

Temple Anshe Amunim 

past and present. 
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TEMPLE ANSHE AMUNIM CONTRIBUTION FORM 
Donor Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Today’s Date: ___________ Amount: $__________   Method of Payment:  cash ____   check ____   credit card ____ 
 
1. In honor of/ in memory of :  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
              (circle one)   Name      Yahrzeit Date  
  
              ___________________________________________________________________________ 
    Relationship to Donor          To Fund (from above) 
 
2. In honor of/ in memory of :    ____________________________________________________________________________ 
             (circle one)   Name      Yahrzeit Date   
         ____________________________________________________________________________ 
    Relationship to Donor          To Fund (from above) 

 

26 Broad Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201 (413) 442-5910 www.ansheamunim.org 

Contribute to Temple Anshe Amunim Funds and make a difference 

Mitzvah Fund: Donations to the Mitzvah fund provide support for: 

 Commemoration of happy events both large and small; Onegs 
and Pre-Negs. 

 Expenses related to Temple music and the choir. 

 Remembrances at services (yahrzeits) and in the Bulletin for loved 
ones who have passed away. 

 Basic religious school expenses. 

 Purchasing new books for the library. 

 The purchase, repair, and maintenance of Temple art. 

 Capital maintenance and repair of the Temple building and 
memorial boards. 

 
Dedicated Prayer book, Tanakh (Bible) minimum donation is $36, or 
Women’s Torah Commentary Fund minimum donation is $50: 
Purchases new books with a dedication plate.  
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: (Please designate to Rabbi Liz P.G. 
Hirsch): to be applied for the benefit of the Temple. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Endowment & Restricted Funds Descriptions: 

The Roslyn G. (Roz) Citrin Cantorial Endowment Fund: Donations to 
this fund will provide annually, for the beauty of Cantorial music and 
song to enhance our High Holy Days and special worship. 
 
Rabbi Harold & Audrey Salzmann Religious School Endowment: To 
support Religious School programming, retreats and trips. 
 
Lynn Denmark/Faith Newmark Endowment: To support the Religious 
School, as determined by Women of Reform Judaism. 
 

Shaun Beckwith-Chasen Campership Fund: Scholarships for 

attendance at Eisner/Crane Lake Camp. 

 
Elise & Moe England Religious School Scholarship Fund: Scholarships 
for religious school attendance. 
 
Jeff Stolzberg Campership Fund: Scholarships for attendance at 
Eisner/Crane Lake Camp. 
 
Henry & Dorothy Halperin Fund: For children’s Simchat Torah 
celebration. 
 
Dan and Edna Miller Building Fund: For maintenance, renovations 
and improvements to the Temple. 
 
Individual Endowments: Set up by individuals, these funds are part of 
the main Temple endowment and support ongoing operations and 
programs as determined by the Board of Trustees. Minimum 
donation is $10,000. 

Tree-of-Life in honor of, or in memory of: Inscribed leaf to honor the life or memory of a specified person or people on the  
Temple’s Tree of Life. ($125) 
 
Yahrzeit Plaques: To honor the memory of an ancestor or other family member to be displayed on the memorial board in the lobby. 
($350) Please complete form from the office for leaf or plaque and submit with your contribution. 

 
All donations will be acknowledged in the Bulletin.  

Acknowledgements will also be sent to the honoree or family. 



1 4 - T E M P L E  A N S H E  A M U N I M  ~  M A R C H  2 0 2 0  

March Yahrzeits 
We hold in loving memory: 
  March 1  /  5 Adar 

 Mary McKeever 

 Judith Rappaport 

 
 March 2  /  6 Adar 

 Carl Bang 

 William Lewis Levy 

 

 March 3  /  7 Adar 
 Isabel G. England 

 

 March 4  /  8 Adar 

 Max Waxstein 
 

 March 5  /  9 Adar 

 Dr. Donald Feigenbaum 

 
 March 6  /  10 Adar 

 Perry S. Propp 

 Charlotte Gladys Salz-

mann 
 Rhoda Shapiro Moran 

 

 March 7  /  11 Adar 

 Florence Franklin 

 Carol Matey 
 Nettie Sisselman 

 Sam Weinstein 

 

 March 8  /  12 Adar 
 Yetta J. Gould 

 Harriette Reder 

 Edward Ross 

 Selma Ziskind Tarnower 
 Stanley Winn 

 

March 10  /  14 Adar 

 Esther Reiss Feld 

 

March 11  /  15 Adar 

 Norman Marvin Cole 

 Chava Halpern 

 Chana Malka Halpern 
 Rabbi Naftali Halpern 

 

 March 12  /  16 Adar 

 Edmund M. Poopor  

 Jeff Eric Stolzberg 
 

 March 13  /  17 Adar 

 Arthur Henle 

 Arlene Mintz 
 Pauline Nash Shapin 

 

 March 15  /  19 Adar 

 Marcelle Hoffman 
 Sidney Shopsin 

 

 March 16  /  20 Adar 

 Brenda Caryl Aaronson 
 William Ivancic 

 Belle K. Silverstein 

 

 March 17  /  21 Adar 

 Sophie D. Gold 
 

 March 19  /  23 Adar 

 Leona Marcus 

 
 March 20  /  24 Adar 

 Sarah Herberg 

 Stanley Koreman 

 
 March 21  /  25 Adar 

 William Pfeffer 

 

  

 

March 22  /  26 Adar 

 Eileen Greenhouse-Genet 

 David Newmark 

 
 March 23  /  27 Adar 

 Freda Levy 

 

 March 24  /  28 Adar 

 Aaron Bregman 
 Joan Platoff Chaplan 

 

 March 25  /  29 Adar 

 Francis J. Duffy 
 James E. Ware 

 

 March 26  /  1 Nisan 

 Max Gordon 
 Abe Kalker 

 Isadore Meyer 

 Nan Poliakoff 

 
 March 27  /  2 Nisan 

 Nathan Greene 

 Will Herberg 

 Maurice Weidman 

 
 March 28  /  3 Nisan 

 Andrew J. Frenkel 

 Miriam Hagler 

 
 March 30  /  5 Nisan 

 Jeffrey Sandow 

 

 March 31  /  6 Nisan 
 Otto Lenz 

 Arthur M. Levy 

 Judge Albert Silverman 

 

Birthdays 
Yom Huledet Sameach!  
Happy Birthday to our  
members and friends  
with March birthdays! 

March 2 

Hope Hagler 

Jesse Waldinger 

 
March 3 

Carole Schwimmer 

 

March 5 

Howard Shapiro 
 

March 6 

Ellen Cutler 

 
March 10 

Judith Lamet 

 

March 13 
Jayson Tanzman 

 

March 15 

Lesley Beck 
Barbara Hochberg 

Philip Pomerantz 

 

March 18 

Nathan Doctrow 
Linda Halpern 

 

March 21 

Mark Poopor 
 

March 23 

Jason Alemany 

Laura Feakes 
 

March 28 

Nancy Gagnon 

Anniversaries 

March 27 

Marc & Judy Herbert 

 

March 29 
Martin & Laurie Schwartz 

Yahrzeit Donations - It is customary to make a donation on the occasion of your loved one’s Yahrzeit. 
Yahrzeit dates -Yahrzeits are based on the Hebrew or Gregorian (English) date, depending on family reference. If 
there are any omissions or errors, please call the Temple office (413) 442-5910. 

Yahrzeit Plaques 
 

Yahrzeit Plaques honor the memory of an ancestor or other family member.  Each plaque is $350. 
 

For more information or to request an order form, please call the Temple office at  (413) 442-5910. 
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

(5 Adar) 
  

1:00p Rosh 
Chodesh Adar 
at Brook Farm 
Inn in Lenox, 
MA 

  

2  (6 Adar) 3  (7 Adar) 4  (8 Adar) 5 (9 Adar) 

 

  

6  (10 Adar) 
  
5:30p Erev 

Shabbat   

7  (11 Adar) 
  

9:30a Torah Plus 
  
10:30a Shabbat 

Morning Service 
and Religious 
School 

 
URJ Camp Tour 

and Program  
 
  
  

8  (12 Adar) 9  (13 Adar) 10  (14 Adar) 
Purim 

11  (15 Adar) 12  (16 Adar) 

 

 7:00p Board    

meeting  

13  (17 Adar) 
  
5:00p Purim 

Celebration 
  
5:30p Festive 

Purim Shabbat 
Service 

14  (18 Adar) 
  
9:30a Torah Plus 
  
10:30a Shabbat 

Morning Service  
 
No Religious 

School 
  

15  (19 Adar) 16  (20 Adar) 17  (21 Adar) 18  (22 Adar) 19  (23 Adar) 20  (24 Adar) 
  
5:30p Erev 

Shabbat 
Service 

21  (25 Adar) 
  
9:30a Torah Plus 
  
10:30a Shabbat 

Morning Service 
and Religious 
School 

  

22  (26 Adar) 23  (27 Adar) 24  (28 Adar) 25  (29 Adar) 26  (1 Nisan) 27  (2 Nisan) 
  

5:30p Erev 
Shabbat Service 

28  (3 Nisan) 
  
9:30a Torah Plus 
  
10:30a Shabbat 

Morning Service 
and Religious 
School 

  

29  (4 Nisan) 30  (5 Nisan) 31  (6 Nisan) 
        

Temple Anshe Amunim Email: templeoffice@ansheamunim.org       March 2020  Adar 5 - Nisan 6 


