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President’s Column:  Stan Dorn 

Intensity and Opportunity 

We have now entered the most intense period of the Jewish 

year. From Elul through Yom Kippur, we spend 40 days 

grappling with how we’ve fallen short of our potential and 

resolving to do better, as individuals and as a community. 

We then shift gears from Yom Kippur’s pure spirituality to 

Sukkot and Simchas Torah, holidays of exuberant joy and 

the most physical of mitzvoth. 

In the midst of it all, Tifereth Israel offers you the chance to 

do important mitzvoth. They include delivering meals to the 

home-bound, preparing the Sanctuary for its period of 

heaviest use, and making vital financial contributions that keep TI going strong. To 

facilitate the latter mitzvah, TI’s Board is planning, between Rosh Hashanah and 

(Continued on page 3) 

Notes from the Rabbi:  Ethan Seidel 

Minyan Segulah - How I See the Issues 

As most of you know, roughly twice a month, TI hosts an independent minyan called 
“Minyan Segulah” in our building on Shabbat morning.  
Four TI members started this minyan in 2010, partly be-
cause the style of davenning they wanted was something 
that the regular Shabbat morning service was unable to 
accommodate.  They wanted to use a smaller more intimate 
space where a microphone would be unnecessary, and 
they wanted a more musically varied service, with constant-
ly changing tunes – the idea being to create a more vi-

brant, spiritual experience.   

When Minyan Segulah first started out, it met at varying 
locations around this neighborhood; I worked to convince them to do most of their 
davenning at TI, because I felt then, as I still do, that their vibrancy benefits the TI 
community.  At present, they almost always meet at TI, except for the High Holi-
days, and for their non-davenning events, like pot-lucks.  Sometimes they join us 

(Continued on page 2) 
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downstairs after services for Kiddush lunch (which they 

pay for as part of their rental contract with TI). 

Most of their regulars are members of a “regular” shul in 
the area, in fact, roughly 40% of their 40 or so regulars 
are members of TI, many of whom attend the regular TI 

service when Segulah is not meeting. 

Some feel that Segulah’s presence in our building is hav-
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ing a negative impact on our membership numbers.  
These TI’ers worry that when young folks come to check 
out TI, they see the relative youth of those attending 
Segulah, and they learn that belonging to Segulah does 
not require the significant financial commitment TI does, 

and as a result they will be less likely to join TI. 

Now it’s true, we get fewer new members than we used 
to.  But why is that?  No-one really knows the answer to 
this question.  Most formal brick-and-mortar religious 
communities in America are shrinking – though to be sure, 
TI is doing way better than most.  I can tell you that the 
most recent young family to join TI, in their membership 
application last month, wrote in the space asking “What 
do you like about Tifereth Israel?”: “Segulah”.   And it’s 
clear that Segulah’s presence and ru’ach is important for 
the significant number of TI’ers who attend.  I myself have 
been challenged by their davenning style to add more 
musical variety to the Shabbat morning service – I’ve 
learned new tunes, and incorporated them into the regu-

lar service. 

Here is where I come from.  I know some of you think 
there may be a connection between the declining number 
of new members we are attracting and the presence of 
Segulah but I don’t see that.    I also like that their service 
has more ru’ach than the main service, and believe we 
are lucky to have them in our building.  (You should know 
that when I speak with members of other shuls in the ar-
ea, they are jealous of our having an independent min-
yan in our building, and are mystified about the contro-

versy surrounding Segulah.) 

Who knows what will happen long term in the TI-Segulah 
relationship?  Will Segulah eventually lose energy and 
dissipate, as did the Alternative Service at TI, which flour-
ished in the 70’s and 80’s?  Or will Segulah (and per-
haps other minyanim) flourish here; TI could well find it-
self as a sort of coral reef, hosting not just the main min-
yan, but a number of other, smaller minyanim as well.  
You should know that during my sabbatical this fall, I’m 
visiting 2 shuls (the Germantown Jewish Center in Phila-
delphia, and Ansche Hesed in Manhattan) with multiple 
minyanim, and meeting with their Rabbis to see how that 

works for them. 

If you have thoughts on the matter, I'd be happy to dis-

cuss them with you.  

Rabbi Seidel 
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President’s Column (continued) 

Yom Kippur, to call each TI member and request financial support. 

The money you and your fellow congregants pledge in response to these calls is critically important to TI. I 

hope you will give generously. These are challenging times, and many worthy causes seek our help. One of 

those worthy causes is ensuring that the remarkable contributions of American Judaism continue into the fu-

ture. The symphony of human civilization is impoverished whenever the distinctive tones of a culture or religion 

weaken or vanish into silence. It’s our sacred task to prevent that from happening with the rich heritage of 

American Judaism, which still has so much to give the world. 

Few of us can address this challenge on a grand scale, but each of us can do our part in a shared and 

broader struggle.  With all their flaws and their pressing need for reinvention and renewal, synagogues re-

main the core infrastructure of American Judaism. Most of what happens Jewishly in this country relies, explic-

itly or implicitly, on strong synagogues. TI’s annual appeal gives us the opportunity to act effectively on a lo-

cal scale, as Jews like us take similar action around the world, enabling our spiritual homes to flourish and 

grow. 

I thus hope you will contribute generously to TI, which upholds values we share and traditions we treas-

ure.  But I also hope that you will use these upcoming calls to share your thoughts with the Board, TI’s lay 

leadership. What are we doing right that we should continue or expand? How are we falling short, and how 

might we rectify those shortcomings? What is happening in your life and the life of your family? How can TI’s 

members and staff help lighten your load or enhance your celebrations? In addition to dollars, do you have 

time and volunteer energy you’d like to contribute to keep our community strong? 

Let’s take full advantage of the mitzvoth that come our way. And may each us individually and all of us col-

lectively enjoy a Shanah Tovah, a sweet, healthy, and joyous new year! 

B’Shalom, 

Stan 

DC Public Schools will create a new middle school on the 
campus of the Coolidge High School in Takoma DC. Last 
June DCPS solicited nominations of individuals for whom 

the school might be named.  

I submitted the name of Marvin H. Caplan, and have just 
learned that the nomination has moved to the next stage. 
That means it will be considered by a Coolidge 
community working group, and further public input will 
also be solicited. I’d imagine it would be a public 

meeting. 

I hope TI members who live in DC, particularly in upper 

Ward 4, and particularly who knew Marvin, will be alert 
to opportunities to advocate for the nomination, and 

perhaps mobilize his friends and colleagues to do same.  

Here is a link explaining more about the new middle 
school on the Coolidge campus. Coolidge, which happens 
to be the alma mater of some of our current members, 
began a major renovation in 2017. The main building is 

expected to reopen in the 2019-2020 school year.  

https://dcpsplanning.wordpress.com/2018/03/07/new-

ward-4-north-middle-school-update/ 

  

Help Honor Marvin Caplan - Nancy Roth 

https://dcpsplanning.wordpress.com/2018/03/07/new-ward-4-north-middle-school-update/
https://dcpsplanning.wordpress.com/2018/03/07/new-ward-4-north-middle-school-update/
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

Kol Nashim Presents A Panel at TI to Discuss 

 

Sexual Harassment and Worse in Our Community 

 

Sunday, October 7, 2018—10:15 am 

 

Recent concern about sexual harassment has resulted in discussion about individual 
lifestyles and activities in many arenas.  Sexual harassment can occur at the work 

place, in the home, and in the community. 

 

Our panelists include Janet Blank, a TI member and former Director of Human Re-
sources for a small government contractor; Shana Brouder, Communications and 
Events Manager for the Jewish Coalition Against Domestic Abuse (JCADA); and Erin 

Hawkins, a restaurant professional..   

 

Each panelist will not only express their thoughts on sexual harassment and give 
their perspective on the scope of the problem, but will also talk about possible 

remedies. 

 

The panel will be moderated by Adele Natter, MSW 

Refreshments Will Be Served 
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As September begins, the High Holidays start immediately this year.  If past is prologue, that means a fresh 

crop of new members to profile over the coming months.  You are likely to see some new faces at services dur-

ing the holidays.  Some have just joined, and others are considering it.  Say hello to somebody you don’t rec-

ognize.  They’re not just looking for a service, but a welcoming community. 

Alan and Barbara Meyrowitz – Alan and Barbara, 

who live in Haymarket, Virginia, have lived in the 

Washington area for most of their lives.  Alan moved 

here from Brooklyn as a young boy, while Barbara, 

whose father was in the Air Force, lived in various plac-

es, including Germany and Paris, before settling down 

here.  Alan, who has a PhD in computer science, retired 

in 2005 from the Naval Research Lab, where he had 

been director of the Navy Center for Applied Research 

in Artificial Intelligence.  Barbara is also retired.  Her 

last position was Director of Policy in contracts at the 

Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency.  She had 

done contract-related work for other government agen-

cies before that, including NRL, NASA, and the Office 

of the Army. 

Alan and Barbara are the parents of TI member Sarah 

Meytin and in-laws of Rachel Meytin.  More im-

portantly, they are the proud grandparents of Coby 

and Ruthie.  That makes the Meytins TI’s Magnet Family 

of the Month.  Alan and Barbara also have a son, Mi-

chael, who lives with his wife and three sons near 

Leesburg.  In retirement, Alan has started writing, most-

ly poetry and short stories.  He has had around 50 poems published in various journals and magazines, and 

recently had some short stories accepted.  He notes that the rejection letters far outnumber acceptances, but 

he persists.  As a couple, Alan and Barbara enjoy occasional cruises, especially in the Caribbean and in the 

northeast and Canada.   Welcome and shanah tovah to our new members.   

New Members 
Jared Garelick 

SHALEM—Jessica Weissman 
Because of the holidays, there are no SHALEM talks scheduled for September.  October will see two talks, one the 

topic of HIAS and Refugees and another on gun violence.   Details in next month’s Menorah.  After that, during Rabbi 

Seidel’s sabbatical, visiting scholars who deliver a drash will also present an afternoon program.   

Regular SHALEM programming will resume in the spring.  Please send me your ideas.  The only requirement for a 

SHALEM topic is that it be of Jewish interest, loosely interpreted.   
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Summer to School 

Summer is my favorite season. I love the sun, warm (hot) weather, and going swimming in a pool or at the 
beach. As a child I was always sad when summer was ending, (I know not many children are happy to go 
back to school). When I was a parent of young ones, I was generally thankful that school was starting up 
again, and now as the Director of Education, I cannot wait to welcome everyone back to Himmelfarb!  Due to 

Rosh HaShanah, our first day of Himmelfarb & Chai School will be on Sunday September 16th.   

This year, due to the calendar, we will be having a ‘Back To School’ Lunch & Ice Cream Social  on Monday, 
September 3rd. We would love to see everyone there from 12:30-2:00 but please consider joining us before 

for Goldberg Clean Up day. For more information or to RSVP: www.tinyurl.com/goldberg18 

At 9:15 AM on Sunday September 16th, Rabbi Seidel  will start our first day of school in the Wolman Sanctu-
ary  with Shacharit for Himmelfarb students. Parents are invited to attend and then stay for Parent Orienta-
tion in the Library from 9:45-11:00. Whether you are new to the school or have been here for years – you 
are encouraged to attend this meeting. We will go over  all you need to know for this year, learn about the 

PTA, and of course have coffee & bagels!  

This year we are adding a High School Seminar, open to all 9-12th graders. The class will be taught by Aaron 
Bregman, the Jewish History Department Chair at CESJDS. The course being offered this year is: Contempo-

rary Issues Through the Lens of Jewish History 1945 - Present 

Class will meet one Sunday evening a month after Shepherd Park Tutoring, from 6:00 – 8:00 PM and will in-

clude a pizza dinner. To enroll your 10th grader go to: https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/school2018# 

Important upcoming dates 

Monday , September 3rd: Back to School Lunch & Ice Cream Social after Jeremy Goldberg Clean Up Day 

Sunday, September 16th: First day of school for Gan (Kindergarten) –Jr. Chai (7th Grade) & Chai School (8th 

Grade) students.  

Sunday September 16th: After Tefilla, from approximately 9:45 – 11:00, parents are invited to join Rina for 
Bagels and Coffee. This is an opportunity to meet new parents, see old friends, hear what we have in store 

for the year, and learn how you can get involved and more! 

Wednesday September 19th: No School, Yom Kippur 

Sunday September 23rd: No School, Erev Sukkot.  

Wednesday September 26th: Pizza in the Hut after Himmelfarb – Open to all families. To register: 

www.tinyurl.com/SukkotPizza18  

Sunday September 30th: TI Kadima/USY Sushi in the Sukkah for families with children in grades 6th and 

above.  To register: www.tinyurl.com/USYsushi18  

Himmelfarb Happenings Fall 5779 

Rina Rebibo 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeVIwUtD4rvB7vcyt9-PlFuZRy87D37J6qf9V6oUgnxsCq7SA/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/school2018
http://www.tinyurl.com/SukkotPizza18
http://www.tinyurl.com/USYsushi18
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What I Did Over the Summer 
Rachel Meytin, 4th Grade Teacher 

Over the summer I was invited to participate in an online course through 

Gratz College, supported by the TI Religious School. The course was on 

teaching the Jewish Lifecycle in supplemental school settings - and since 

this is the core of the 4th grade curriculum, it was a great match.   

The course ran for four weeks and covered four core lifecycle events: 

birth, b'nai mitzvah, marriage / wedding, and death & mourning. For 

each topic we read several recent articles, discussed them through an 

asynchronous (not-time-specific) chat board, and then wrote a reflection 

paper.   

I got several new ideas for teaching this year, particularly around birth 

and death/mourning - and I can't wait to try them out with our new 4th 

graders! 

Better Together at TI  

Once again, the Himmelfarb School will be 
participating in the Legacy Heritage Better Together 
Program. The Better Together Program is designed 
to encourage meaningful interaction between 
generations. Our Jr. Chai class, under the direction of 
Maya Dimant Lentz, (see photo), will be participating 
in the program with members of 
Tifereth Israel. Our first inter-
generational meeting will be held on 
Sunday, October 28th, from 10:15-

12:00.  

Once a month, the generations will 
come together for an engaging and 
educational program. The dates for 
this year are: in 2018: October 28, 
November 18, December 18; in 
2019: January 27, February 24, 
March 10, March 31, May 5, and 

June 2.  

Maya is a Friedman Fellow/Visiting 
Associate Professor in the Prisoners' Rights and 
Reentry Clinic at George Washington University Law 

School. Most recently, she served as an Assistant 
Public Defender in Maryland. Prior to that, she was 
as an Equal Justice Works Fellow focused on criminal 
defense representation and reform for underserved 
youth in the greater Chicagoland area. Maya is a 
graduate of the double degree program between 

Barnard College at Columbia 
University and the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, and holds a 
JD and an LLM in International 
Human Rights from Northwestern 
University School of Law. She has 
worked at the ACLU National 
Office, clerked at the Supreme 
Court of Israel, taught at 
Northwestern Hillel, and spent 
way more summers at Camp 

Ramah than is socially acceptable. 

If you are age 50+, and would 
like more information or to join the 
group, please email Rina at 

rina@tifereth-israel.org.  

mailto:rina@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Better%20Together
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In 2011, Hilton Garden Inns underwent a global renovation initiative entitled "Project Grow." Project Grow 
sought to better appeal to a younger generation of customers. Their primary focus became their lobbies and 
guest rooms. Hilton saw the current generation's hesitancy to congregate with others in hotel lobbies of the 
past and devised plans to bring that culture back and make it relatable to their current customer base. In 
fact, Garden Inn executive Adrian Kurre explained, "We figured out the next generation of travelers want 
the ability to come back down to that lobby and choose to interact if they want to interact in the evenings. 
They want to be alone, but not lonely.” Similar to Adrian, I'm passionate about finding what the next genera-
tion of Jewish teens want or enjoy and how we can create environments that cater to their needs to help their 

Jewish identities flourish.  

As the incredible USYers and Kadimaniks of TI return to our building from summer camp, travel, work, and 
more, we are excited to hear about their experiences and the skills they will bring with them. When they re-
turn to our community and down to our "lobby," we are committed to making sure they are never lonely on 
their Jewish and secular journey. TI USY and Kadima have worked over the summer to redesign our own fa-

cility and programming to meet the ever-changing needs of today's generation.  

When our teens return to TI USY and Kadima they will  have their own space in the brand new and inaugural 
TI Youth Lounge, expected to be ready this Fall. They will find a refreshed calendar ready for them and 
their families to explore as they decide what activities are right for them, and how they will engage in our 
Jewish community this year. We will have unlimited fun with holiday after parties, trips to DC, corn mazes, 
and laser tag. We will continue to give back to others through engaging service initiatives in the community. 
Of course, we will have the most delicious food along the way all while building our Jewish connections here 

at TI.   

As the woman who hid Anne Frank (Miep Giese) once said, "Even an ordinary secretary, housewife, or teen-
ager can turn on a small light in a dark room." As our teens come back into the building after a summer 
away, our job is just starting. Together, lets continue to encourage that light to shine and for them to feel 

comfortable and confident enough to come down to our lobby -- to socialize, learn, and grow together.  

Wishing you all a Shana Tova Umetukah – A Good and Sweet New Year!  

B’Shalom,  

Adam Rosen, TI Youth Advisor  

USY and Kadima 

Adam Rosen 

TI USY and Kadima is excited to unveil our calendar for 
the entire year - see the next page. Mark your calendars 
for an unreal year of memories that await us.    Here are 

a few of our fall events in detail: 

Family Sushi in the Sukkah 

All USY and Kadima families and kids are invited for a 
sushi extravaganza in the sukkah. Learn how to make 
your favorite sushi rolls, meet new friends, and hang out 

with old ones. 

Sunday, September 30, 2018 • 12:30 PM  • @TI 

Apple Picking in Butler’s Orchard 

Head over to Butler’s Orchard for an afternoon of apple 
picking, hot chocolate, giant slides, and much more.  

Sunday, October 28, 2018 • Leave TI at 12:30 PM 

Pre- Program and Emory Walk for the Homeless 

Meet at TI for brunch and an interactive program about 
homelessness led by Adam Rosen. Afterwards, join the 
Emory Walk for the Homeless, helping to raise money 
and attention for thousands of individuals experiencing 

homelessness in the D.C. area. 

Sunday, October 14, 2018 • 12:30 NOON  
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Editor’s note:  This is the first part of a 2-part article.  Part 2 will appear in the October issue of the Menorah 

A popular design for Jewish medals is the Decalogue, usually called the Ten Commandments.  Most Ameri-
cans are familiar with this bit of scripture, but how many realize just how many questions theologians have 

raised about them? 

For starters, what should they be called?  Exodus 34:28 calls them דברי הברית divrey habrit (words of the 

Covenant) and  עשרת הדברים aseret hadvarim (the ten words or ten things).  Deuteronomy 4:13 and 10:4 also 

use the term aseret hadvarim (though most commentaries use the Aramaic version עשרא דבריא  asara debraya).  

The Septuagint, the first Greek translation, uses the term Decalogue, which also means ten words.  Modern 
translations often call them ten sayings.  But in English, the term most commonly used is Ten Commandments, 

and this term is used on medals. 

Another question is, which verses are these sayings or commandments?  Biblical books were not divided into 
chapters until the Tenth Century CE and verses until the Fifteenth, and different translators break them out 
differently.  The biggest difference is that most translations combine the three shortest commandments (two 
words each) into one verse, while others give each commandment its own verse.  So the first appearance is 

Exodus 20:1-14 (or 16) and the second is Deuteronomy 5:6-18 (or 20). 

The Torah states there are ten of them, but which are the ten?  There are at least seven different numbering 
schemes, but the two most popular come from the Talmud and the Roman Catholic Catechism.  The Talmud 
has "no other gods" as first and "no graven images" second, while the Catholics combine them in their first 
commandment.  The Catholics have coveting a neighbor's wife as nine and coveting goods as ten while the 
Jews and most Protestants combine the two.  The Catholic version works in Deuteronomy, but not so well in 

Exodus because there coveting a wife is mentioned between different goods. 

Which brings up the next controversy.  The wording in Exodus is not the same as Deuteronomy.  For example, 

Exodus has זכור  Remember the Sabbath Day while Deuteronomy has שמור  Observe (or Keep) the Sabbath 
Day.  Some theologians resolved this issue by claiming that both words were said simultaneously but Moses 
wrote them down separately.  As a L'kha Dodi puts it, "Observe and Remember in one utterance, the Unique 

God caused us to hear." 

  

(Continued on page 11) 

The Controversial Decalogue, Part 1  
Simcha Kuritzky 
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The Controversial Decalogue (continued) 

There are also differences in translations.  The sixth (Talmudic) or fifth (Catholic) commandment in He-

brew is lo tirtzakh which means "no murdering" but all the English-language medals use the King 

James translation "Thou shalt not kill".  It's rather clear from other passages that killing animals for 

food or sacrifice, and killing those guilty of a capital offence or enemy combatants in war are not 

prohibited. 

The commandments' text appears a number of different ways on medals.  The three main ones are 

an abbreviated version of the whole text, just the first two words, and just one letter.  Examples of 

all three appear on the previous page.  There are many different elongated machines that impress a 

copy of the Ten Commandments text in English on a coin, usually a cent.  The one here uses the Tal-

mudic division and combines the Exodus and Deuteronomy versions by using "Remember thou keep 

holy" (which is actually close to the King James translation for the Exodus text).   

The commandments' text appears a number of different ways on medals.  The three main ones are 
an abbreviated version of the whole text, just the first two words, and just one letter.  Examples of 
all three appear above.  There are many different elongated machines that impress a copy of the 
Ten Commandments text in English on a coin, usually a cent.  The one here uses the Talmudic division 
and combines the Exodus and Deuteronomy versions by using "Remember thou keep holy" (which is 
actually close to the King James translation for the Exodus text).  The second elongated cent was pro-
duced around the time of the 1939 New York World's Fair, showing Moses and the asara dabraya in 

Hebrew, showing two words each.  Since the fourth line starts with זכור zakhor, it uses the Exodus 

version.  God's name in the first line is abbreviated ה  heh.  In 1970, Chaim Gross received a 
commission to produce a sculpture of the Ten Commandments for the new JFK Airport synagogue 
which was commemorated by the silver bar set above.  Since each commandment is represented by 

figures, they are identified only by a single letter, alef to yud in sequence. 

 

The East Side Free Kitchen sold medals with the Decalogue in Hebrew where the first two words are 
represented only be their first letter.  Again the fourth begins with zayin indicating the Exodus ver-

sion, but God's Name in the first is represented by a י yud.  Medals from the Jewish War Veterans, 
an unnamed New York yeshiva, and Temple Emet issued medals where the Ten Commandments are 

represented by two tablets with alef to yud on them. 
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Go to https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/hiho2018  for more information on High Holidays at TI. 

 

DAYS OF AWE SCHEDULE  

Saturday, September 1st – Selichot 

  10:00pm   Selichot Program - Movie, Lamb 

  Midnight  Selichot Service 

 

Sunday, September 2nd  

 Goldberg Synagogue Clean-up Day 

  10:00am – 1:00pm  
 

Sunday, September 9th  

 Social Action Holiday Food Delivery 

  9:00am – 11:00am 

 

ROSH HASHANAH 

Sunday, September 9th – Erev Rosh Hashanah  

  6:30pm Ma’ariv 

 

Monday, September 10th – Rosh Hashanah Day 1  

 Wolman Sanctuary (assigned seating) 

  8:45am Psukei D’Zimrah & Shacharit 

  ~10:00am Torah reading 

  ~11:00am Sermon by Rabbi Ethan Seidel, Musaf 

 

 Cherner Auditorium 

A contemplative service led by Rabbis Jason Kimelman-Block and Minna Bromberg 

  9:30am Shacharit  

  ~10:15am Torah parade and Torah reading, followed by Musaf 

 

 Tot Service – Reamer Chapel (for children 18 months to 5 years and their parents) 

  ~10:30am Following the Cherner Auditorium Torah parade  
 

 Youth Activities & Babysitting 

(Continued on page 13) 

High Holidays at Tifereth Israel 2018/5779 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/hiho2018
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  9:00am Babysitting opens for children ages 18 months to pre-K  

  10:00am Quiet room (reading, studying) opens for children grades 4 to 7  

  10:30am Youth activities begin for children grades K to 7 

  1:00pm Youth activities end 

  1:00pm Babysitting and supervised play ends 

 

 Afternoon & Evening 

  5:00pm Tashlich walk from TI to Rock Creek Park; potluck to follow at the home of  

   Lillian Kronstadt: 1733 Juniper St, NW 

  7:00pm Mincha and Ma’ariv 

 
 

Tuesday, September 11th - Rosh Hashanah Day 2 

  Wolman service schedule same as Day 1 (open seating - no assigned seats) 

  Tot Service – Reamer Chapel (for children 18 months to 5 years and their parents) 

        ~10:30am Following the Wolman Sanctuary Torah parade  

 

 Youth Activities & Babysitting  

 9:00am Babysitting opens for children ages 18 months to pre-K   

 9:45am All-ages family liturgy and activity 

 10:30am Quiet room (reading, studying) opens for children grades 4 to 7  

 10:30am Youth activities begin for children grades K to 7 

 1:00pm Youth activities end 

 1:00pm Babysitting and supervised play ends 

  

Sunday, September 16th - Cemetery Service 

  2:00pm Services (at Mt. Lebanon Cemetery) 

 

YOM KIPPUR 

Tuesday, September 18th - Kol Nidre 

  6:40pm Activities and babysitting for children 18 mo. to 3rd grade 

    6:45pm sharp!      Services in both Wolman (assigned seating) and Cherner 

High Holidays 2018/5779 (continued) 
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            Youth activities for 4th-7th graders begin after chanting of Kol Nidre 
 

Wednesday, September 19th - Yom Kippur  

 Wolman Sanctuary (assigned seating) 

  8:45am Psukei D’Zimrah and Shacharit 

  ~10:30am Torah reading 

  ~11:30am Sermon - Rabbi Seidel 

  ~12 noon Yizkor memorial service 

  ~12:30pm Musaf  
 

 Cherner Auditorium 

  9:30am Shacharit – led by Jason Kimelman-Block and Mat Tonti  

  10:15am Torah parade and Torah reading 

  11:15am Yizkor memorial service followed by Musaf 
 

 Tot Service – Reamer Chapel (for children 18 months to 5 years and their parents) 

  ~10:30am  Following the Cherner Auditorium Torah parade 

   

 Youth Activities & Babysitting 

  9:00am Babysitting opens for children ages 18 months to pre-K  

  10:00am Quiet room (reading, studying) opens for children grades 4 to 7  

  10:30am Youth activities begin for children grades K to 7 

  1:00pm Youth activities end 

  1:00pm Babysitting and supervised play ends 
 

 Afternoon & Evening (services in the Wolman Sanctuary with open seating) 

  3:00pm Yoga led by Naomi Freeman (in an upstairs classroom) 

  4:00pm Mincha  

  5:30pm Breakout sessions led by Rabbis Chuck Feinberg and Ruti Regan 

    Teen Shmooze led by Eliyah Lister 

  6:30pm Neilah 

  7:50pm Shofar & Ma’ariv 

  Break Fast Immediately following services  

    Please register by September 9: www.tinyurl.com/YKBF18 

High Holidays 2018/5779 Schedule (continued) 

http://www.tinyurl.com/YKBF18
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Sukkot, Sh’mini Atzeret & Simchat Torah Schedule  

Sunday, September 23  Erev Sukkot  

Monday, September 24 Sukkot 1  

  9:00 a.m.  Service and Sukkah walk after a light Kiddush  

Tuesday, September 25  Sukkot 2  

  9:00 a.m.  Service  

 Chol Hamoed Sukkot (in the sukkah) 

Tuesday, September 25  7:00 p.m.  New member dessert 

Wednesday, September 26  6:30 p.m.  Pizza in the Hut 

   Sign up at www.tinyurl.com/SukkotPizza18 by Sep 21. 

Thursday, September 27  7:30 p.m. Politics, Whiskey Tasting and Dessert 

   Sign up at www.tinyurl.com/GevarimSukkot18 by Sep 24. 

Friday, September 28  6:30 p.m.  Sukkot Shabbat Dinner in the Sukkah following the service  

   Sign up at www.tinyurl.com/TIsep18 by Sep 18. 

Sunday, September 30  Hoshanah Rabbah  

  9:00 a.m.  Service  

Monday, October 1  Sh’mini Atzeret  

  9:00 a.m.  Service followed by Yizkor memorial service  

 Simchat Torah  

  7:15 p.m.  Service  

Tuesday, October 2  Simchat Torah  

  9:15 a.m.  Shaharit  

  10:30 a.m. Torah parade, Torah reading and Tot Simchat Torah (tots and 

their families join the main service) 

  11:15 a.m. Yizkor memorial service followed by Musaf  
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Nakhes Fun Kinderand General Mispokhe News 

Barbara and Howard White are now great-grandparents. 

Hadar Miriam Adler was born on August 4, Shabbat Eik-

ev. She’s the daughter of Raizel and Elad Adler and the 

granddaughter of Ilana Elzufon, all of whom live in Israel. 

Barbara and Howard are delighted and plan to visit 

some time this winter or spring. 

Joel Cohen reports that Sam, their youngest child (or sec-

ond oldest) graduated from St. Anselm's Abbey School 

along with Ben Borzekowski on June 2.  The two boys are 

spending the summer at Camp Shomria.  Sam will then go 

to Rensselaer, and Ben will take a year off before head-

ing to Oberlin. 

Three weeks later, Susan, Sam and Joel went to Evanston 

to watch as Eli, their oldest, graduated from Northwestern 

University in Computer Engineering.  Eli will start working 

in August for Ripcord, just outside San Francisco.  

Stephanie Roodman Murdock reports that Solomon Mur-
dock received one of three high school scholarships to 
participate in the Maryland Summer Jazz Workshops for 
adult jazz musicians. Adult musicians come from all around 
the world to participate. Solomon played the jazz drums 
for four days at this Rockville summer camp. 

Meh Fort (Travels) 

Alan Landay reports that In early July he went to Com-

mon Ground on the Hill music and arts camp at McDaniel 

College in Westminster, MD.  He has gone every summer 

after retiring in late 2012.  According to Alan it is a won-

derful camp, and he always learns a lot and has loads of 

fun.  His instrument is the mountain dulcimer. He had two 

classes for that instrument this time.  Most of the classes 

included some music theory, from various perspectives.  

This is very helpful since he had never studied music theory 

when he started playing.  Also had chances to jam with 

other musicians, which is great!  Classes ended Friday af-

ternoon.  Next morning, Alan checked out and drove 

straight to TI for Shabbat morning services. 

Louise Kelley and Jessica Weissman took a road trip to 

Minneapolis stopping off to visit one of Jessica's college 

classmates in Ohio along the way.  Jane Spear, whose 

nickname was "the Universal Solvent" because she got 

along with everybody, hasn't changed much in 45 years. 

Driving mainly on secondary highways, they came to ap-

preciate the differences between Indiana, Iowa, Illinois 

and Wisconsin.  Travel tip:  set your GPS to point out li-

braries near the highway.  Libraries have everything a 

traveler needs for a refreshing stop, including booksales 

and bathrooms and much friendlier staff than any road-

side restaurant.  One library they visited had a basket of 

zucchini for the taking, right next to the checkout machine. 

Judith and Les and Allison and Daniel and Miriam, Na-

than, Samson and Benjamin Turner went on a Disney 

cruise with former TIer Martha Turner Fein, her husband 

Neil Fein and their daughter Batya Turner Fein,  and for-

mer TIer Carol Turner Klein, her husband Avi Klein and 

their daughters Ruby Turner Klein and Annabelle Turner 

Klein. On the cruise they celebrated Les and Judith's 

50th wedding anniversary and Nathan's 8th birthday. 

The cruise was set up by Lizzie Reynolds, a travel agent 

who specializes in Disney travel for families with allergies. 

It was a breeze for all!  

Bob Rovinsky went to western Ukraine with a group of 

29 led by Rabbi Herzfeld of Ohev Sholom.  In addition to 

visiting the graves of the Baal Shem Tov, the Maggid of 

Mezeritch, Reb Zusya and others, they made it a point of 

visiting sites of labor camps and killing fields, to do what 

they could to clean them and bury bones and to call atten-

tion to the neglect of almost all of these sites where mil-

lions of Jews and others were massacred during the Holo-

caust.  They visited brave and dedicated Jews and Gen-

tiles who are working to restore memory and gather re-

mains and gravestones into cemeteries and erect monu-

ments to remind Ukrainians of their history, and the Rabbi 

met with Government officials. The group also came back 

with a message for American Jews:  do not just visit sites 

like Auschwitz which are well maintained or religious sites 

like the graves of Hasidim, but make time to visit the 

1000s of mass graves in Ukraine and elsewhere to ensure 

that the government protects them – else they will be sites 

for garbage, desecration, and development.  

(Continued on page 17) 

Nayes un Mekhayes for TI’ers 
Diana Zurer 
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A travel tip from Shelly Heller – she always tries to 
daven in a local synagogue when traveling - she was 
in Madrid and davened at Beth El of the Masorti 
movement one Shabbat mid-July - and in walked 
someone she had not seen since 2008 - Yes, Michael 
and Melissa Berenbaum! small world as they were 

also staying at the same hotel. Michael was there as 
a director of a traveling exhibit on Auschwitz 
(http://auschwitz.net/en/, coming to NYC as well) 
and she was there as a volunteer in an English 'ulpan' 

for Spanish speaking professionals.  

Dergraychungn (Accomplishments) 

Simcha Kuritzky reports that he placed four exhibits 

at the World’s Fair of Money in Philadelphia.  His 

Chaim Gross Ten Commandments medals took first 

place in modern coins and medals, his Lion of Megid-

do coins and medals took first place in Middle East, 

his Expo ’70 medals took second place in Asian, and 

his felines on elongates took third place in elongated 

coins.  

Happy News 

TI members Malki Karkowsky and Jamie Sorge and Shai 

and Areli are pleased to announce that their daughter 

and sister, Tali Avigail, was born on Wednesday, August 

8, 2018 at 7:29 pm. She weighed 7 lbs 4 oz. and meas-

ured 19.5 inches long. All are home and doing well.  

Mazel Tov and welcome! 

Sad News 

Long-time Tifereth Israel member Florence Farber 

Einhorn, wife of Henry Einhorn, mother of Ted 

(Amy), Jacob (Shari Kleiner), and Marshall 

(Deborah), and grandmother of nine, died suddenly 

August 19, 2018 while on vacation with her husband 

in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Florrie was 73. She and 

Henry have been living in Boston for many years. 

She is also survived by her father, Len Farber, and 

three siblings, Henry, Fred and Melissa. The funeral 

service was August 22, 2018 in Fresh Meadows, NY 

with burial following at Beth David Cemetery in 

Elmont, NY. 

Rhoda Sherman Sumka Steinberg, mother of TI mem-

ber Howard (Michele) Sumka, grandmother of Sho-

shanna (David Weinreich) and Ilana (Siebrecht 

Vanhooren), and great-grandmother of Jacob 

Vanhooren and Naomi Weinreich, died August 12, 

2018 in Milton, MA. She was 96. Her husband Irving 

Sumka died in 1971. Her husband Norman Stein-

berg died in 2010. She is also survived by her 

daughter Robyn (David) Mabel, their children Sarah 

(Christopher Skillin) and Ira (Ali Mabel) and great-

grandchildren Lila and Avery and her brother Albert 

Sherman of New Jersey. The funeral was  on August 

15, 2018 in Canton, MA. Interment followed at Sha-

ron Memorial Park in Sharon, MA. 

Tifereth Israel member and former President of the 

congregation and current trustee,  George Green-

berg, husband of Marjorie Greenberg, father of 

Joshua (Mindy) Greenberg and Deborah Green-

berg (Ruben Seenivasa Pillai), and grandfather of 

Noah William and Jordan Rose Greenberg, and 

Aliza Seenivasa Pillai, died July 14, 2018 at age 

74 after a short battle with cancer. Funeral services 

were at Tifereth Israel on July 17, 2018 with inter-

(Continued on page 18) 

Nayes un Mekhayes for TI’ers (continued) 

http://auschwitz.net/en/
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ment following at Mt. Lebanon Cemetery in Adelphi, 

Maryland.  

Tifereth Israel member Lisa Plotkin, died Thursday, 

June 28, 2018 at age 51, after a long battle with 

cancer. She is survived by her mother, Joan Plotkin, 

her sister, Penina (James) McCabe, her brother, Da-

vid (Lauri) Plotkin, a great aunt, Ina Florman, an 

uncle, Robert (Alison) Remen, three nieces, one 

nephew, and several cousins.  Funeral services were 

at Tifereth Israel on June 29, 2018 with interment 

following at Mt. Lebanon Cemetery in Adelphi, Mary-

land. 

Gloria Sieradzki, mother of former TI member David 

Sieradzki (Emily Novick), and grandmother of Lily, 

Rachel and Miriam, passed away on Thursday, June 

28, at age 88, after a long decline due to Alzhei-

mer’s disease.  The funeral was held in California. 

May their memories be a blessing.  

Zingen ken ikh nit, ober a mayven bin ikh means I can't 

sing but I'm an expert on it.  It's now been a year that 

I've done this column.   Editor’s note:  she’s been doing 

a fabulous job, too. 

Your Yiddish idiom from the last Menorah - Iber a yor 

nokh amol un keyner zol undz nisht felen – means Let's 

do it again next year and no-one of us should be 

missing. For this month: Ikh vintsh aykh alemen a zis, 

gezunt yor. Please send me your news for the Octo-

ber Menorah – inquiring minds want to know – and 

kvell.  dzurer@gmail.com. 

Nayes un Mekhayes for TI’ers (continued) 

mailto:dzurer@gmail.com?subject=Please%20put%20this%20into%20your%20column%20for%20the%20Menorah
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None of us likes to contemplate our own deaths, but 

somehow we manage to buy life insurance and write 

wills so that our families are provided for.   Making 

advance cemetery arrangements is also a step we 

owe to ourselves and our families.   Doing so will 

avoid a lot of stress and save money in the long run. 

Those of us who serve as chaverim on the Funeral 

Practices Committee, helping bereaved TI families 

plan funerals, believe that our core mission is to free 

them from additional emotional stress and financial 

pressures at a time of great personal anguish.  Noth-

ing adds more to that stress than to have to first buy 

burial plots and/or to pay for grave opening and 

closing costs at the time of the death. 

Since Jewish funerals are held no more than two or 

three days after a death, the window for making 

these cemetery arrangements is very narrow.   To do 

so requires the family to go to the cemetery to sign 

the necessary papers and make immediate pay-

ments during the intervening days when they are try-

ing to come to grips with their loss and make a host 

of other critical decisions. 

The Funeral Practices Committee urges those TI mem-

bers who have not bought cemetery plots to do so 

now at the cemetery of their choice.  If you choose to 

buy plots in the Tifereth Israel section of Mt. Lebanon 

Cemetery in Adelphi, MD, please contact the TI of-

fice to make the purchase.   Tifereth Israel owns the 

rights to many plots so the costs will usually be lower 

and there is some peace of mind in being close to 

friends and knowing many of them will be visiting 

our sites.   

We also urge you to pay in advance for the costs of 

opening and closing the grave and for the required 

concrete liner.  TI has a limited number of pre-paid 

opening/closing packages which you can purchase 

at a cost lower than what the cemetery itself now 

charges.  If you have to pay the cemetery directly 

for those charges, you can arrange to pay them in 

small monthly increments over several years, at low 

or no interest. 

Cemetery costs, like all costs, increase over time, and 

we have been advised by our contacts in the busi-

ness that the costs actually rise faster than inflation, 

so making these arrangements now is financially 

wise, not to mention the peace-of-mind in knowing 

that the matter is taken care of.  Members may be 

hesitant to purchase plots now when they are uncer-

tain where they will be living years down the line.  

However, should a family move to another communi-

ty, re-sale of local plots to another TI family would 

be relatively easy.  Moreover, if a family ultimately 

bought plots elsewhere in another cemetery owned 

by CSI, the large corporation with cemeteries around 

the country with many Jewish cemeteries including 

Mt. Lebanon, the plot and any pre-paid opening/

closing costs would be transferable, at no additional 

cost, to the other cemetery. 

Please do yourselves and your family (and TI’s hard-

working chaverim) a favor, and make cemetery ar-

rangements now! 

Editor’s note:  My father was not buried next to my 

mother because he could not bear to make arrange-

ments for himself when she died.  40 years later he 

ended up a few rows away from her because that’s 

what was available.  Inspired by this, Louise and I have 

made our arrangements.  We have not regretted it for 

a moment.  Also, choosing the color, shape, and in-

scription for our headstone was great practice for all 

the choices we had to make for our recent kitchen ren-

ovation. 

Don’t Wait to Make Cemetery Arrangements 
David Cohen 
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Movie Nite @ TI 

On Saturday, September 1 at 10:00 PM, before the Seli-
chot service, Movie Nite@TI will show Lamb, the tender 
story of Ephraim, a nine year-old Ethiopian Jewish boy 
who is sent to live with distant relatives after the death of 
his mother. When his uncle wants to sacrifice Ephraim's 
lamb, the boy must find a way to save his beloved animal 
and return home. The movie was produced in 2015 and is 
1 hour 34 minutes long. There will be a discussion after the 

movie, followed by the Selichot service. 

Politics, Whiskey, and Dessert in the Sukkah 

On Thursday, September 27 at 7:30 PM, TI member Ira 
Forman will lead a conversation in the sukkah on the poli-
tics of the day, supplemented by whiskey-tasting and des-

sert.  

Open to all TI members 21+. Free--donations encour-

aged. 

Gevarim  
Andrew Reamer  
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 Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments 

September 7, 2018 

Eliot & Traci Goldberg 

Joseph & Dody Goldberg 

Joshua & Sara Goldberg  

Myrna Goldman 

Paul Goldman & Debbie Pomer-

ance 

Tom & Lisa Goldring 

Paul & Rachel Goldstein 

Francis Gomes & Rachel Lande  

Michael Gotthelf & Rachel Vile 

Stefan & Wilhelmina Gottschalk  

Stan Grabia & Varda Fink 

Lee & Jenni Grabel  

Marjorie Greenberg 

Henry & Melea Greenfeld  

Larry Greenfield & Melanie Gross 

Greenfield  

September 14, 2018  

Abraham & Dena Greenstein 

David Greisen & Jessica Bell  

Franca Brilliant 

Leah Weinryb Grohsgal & Corey 

   Goettsch 

Richard Gryziak & Leigh Verbois  

Stefan Gunter & Lisa Goldberg 

Jonathan Halpern 

Daniel & Elizabeth Handwerker 

David & Sara Handwerker   

Eliot Harrison & Wendy Blake-

Coleman 

David Hart & Lois Frankel 

Michael Heimowitz & Dori Gillman 

Matt & Linda Heller 

Steve & Shelly Heller 

Bruce Heppen & Bonnie Suchman 

September 21, 2018  

Eugene & Esther Herman 

Carolivia Herron 

James & Annie Hershberg 

Gayle & Erik Hope  

Deborah Horowitz & Michael  

  Bullen  

Hedy Howard 

Neil Hyman & Rachel Decter  

   Hyman 

Samuel Isaacson & Amelia  

   Karraker 

Alexander Isicson & Virginia 

   Kemp  

Anita Isicson 

David & Shana Jacobs 

Leonard Jewler & Andrea Rosen 

Harvey Kabaker & Andrea Kline 

Steven Kalish & Anita Bollt 

Mark & Sarah Kass  

Joshua & Jennifer Kefer 

Kenneth Kellner & Nina Bronk 

  Kellner 

October 5, 2018  

Scott Lasensky & Elise Pressma  

Alexander Laufer & Jennifer Siegel 

Laufer 

Jen Lav & Susan Gilvin  

Michael & Iris Lav 

Mitchell Lazarus & Judith Shapiro 

Beverly Lehrer 

Elihu Leifer 

Ken & Rachel Lemberg 

Mark & Ilene Levine  

Steve LeVine & Nuri Nurlybayeva 

Wylie & Kim Levone  

Mark Lewis & Janet Nesse 

Martin Libicki & Denise Mazorow  

Dan Liebman & Lis Davis 

Lisa Traiger  

Michael Linden & Rebecca Melsky   

Fred Lipschultz & Rabbi Devorah   

  Lynn  

John & Lynne List 

John Lister 

Sara Luterman  

October 19, 2018  

Oscar & Amy Mann  

Sarna Marcus  

Stephen Marcus & Renee Matalon 

Ilana Marmon & Paul McLeary  

Joseph & Paula Martin 

Robert Mathis & Tali Stopak-Mathis 

David & Carla Matusow 

Allison & Colin McMillan  

Tobi McFarland 

David & Janice Mehler 

Stephen Meltzer 

Ethan Merlin & Joelle Novey 

David & Dana Mermelstein 

Adam Messinger & Kira Plagge  

Sarah & Rachel Meytin 

Josephine Mickelson 

Michael & Barbara Milton 

Emily & Adil Moiduddin 

Jessica Morris  

Ken Morris & Terri Zall 

Jerry & Sharon Muller 
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Social Action Committee Rosh Hashanah Food Delivery Project   
Larry Baizer 

The Rosh Hashanah food delivery project is 

sponsored by the Tifereth Israel Social Action 

Committee. This effort helps to brighten the holiday 

of those less fortunate individuals and families in the 

community by delivering dozens of bags of groceries 

to Jewish seniors, immigrants and others in need as 

identified by local Jewish agencies.  This year we 

are delivering 70 bags. 

Volunteers will pick up packages at TI on Sunday 

morning, September 9 between 9:00 and 10:00. 

We will provide directions to the homes of nearby 

families who will be expecting these packages. This 

can be a rewarding experience for both recipients 

and volunteers, as many TIers who have participated 

in this program in the past have touching shared 

stories of personal interactions with the families they 

have served. It’s also a wonderful opportunity to 

engage your children in a meaningful social action 

project.  

We hope that you will be able to join us this year for 

this project. You can email me (lbaizer@yahoo.com) 

or sign up here: https://goo.gl/forms/

Q5VD3tCjkkdqOca52   

Thanks, 

Larry 

mailto:%20gene511@aol.com?subject=Food%20Delivery
https://goo.gl/forms/Q5VD3tCjkkdqOca52
https://goo.gl/forms/Q5VD3tCjkkdqOca52
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B’nai Mitzvah  

 

 

Hi my name is Galya Diamond-Berman.  My Bat 

Mitzvah is Sept. 1st.  I go to Takoma Park Elementary 

School.  I am in my middle school's Drama club and I 

love theater.  I play for MSI classic soccer team. I have 

been going to Habonim Dror Camp Moshava for six 

years and I love it there.  I like playing the ukulele and 

listening to Broadway musical soundtracks.  My Parsha 

is Ki Tavo. In my parsha the rules are stated for what 

the Jewish people need to do when they enter the Holy 

Land and consequences for not following the rules.   

My name is Rachael Beth Wolfson My bat mitzvah is 

September 22.  I am a seventh-grader at North 

Bethesda Middle School, where my favorite subject is 

English. I have a sister, Margaret (19) and two 

brothers, Thomas (16) and Alex, (14).  I also have a 

yellow lab named Ira, two cats named Leo and Benny, 

and a fish tank with tetras and guppies.  I love taking 

care of my pets and hope to be a veterinarian. 

I’m a lefty and my favorite sport is softball.  I’ve been 

working on my fast pitching.  I also enjoy playing 

tennis, running, drawing, baking, and sewing.  Like my 

big brothers, I’m a Chicago Cubs fan.  I play clarinet in 

my school’s band and take piano lessons too.  

I have really enjoyed working with Judy Cohen to get 

ready for my bat mitzvah and have learned so much 

from her. I hope to see you at my bat mitzvah!  
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Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the 
following haverim, Rabbi Seidel,  or the TI  
office (202-882-1605).  

 
 Shelly Heller         h: 301-942-1836 
                   w: 202-994-5906  
 

 Marcia Goggin      h: 301-593-8480      
                 w: 301-754-1963 
 

 Bruce Heppen      h: 301-299-3255 
                 c: 202-997-1890 
                 w: 703-417-8983 
 

 Robert Rovinsky     h: 202 237 1036 
                 c: 202 815 8707  

Library News  
Michele Sumka 

Books, books, and more books! We have just bought 
the following new books: There’s something for 

almost everyone:  

For adults there are novels, short stories; memoir, 

classics, and new Israeli fiction. 

S.Y. Agnon: From Foe to Friend and Other Stories: A 
Graphic Novel by Shay Charka and S.Y. Agnon; Two 
Scholars Who Were in Our Town and other Novellas; 

And the Crooked Shall Be Made Straight.   

Bethany Ball: What to Do About the Solomons   

Julia Dahl: Run You Down 

Nathan Englander: What We Talk About When We 

Talk About Anne Frank; and Dinner at the Center of 

the Earth.   

Sharon Kahn: Fax Me a Bagel: A Novel Introducing 

Ruby, the Rabbi’s Wife.    

Dorit Rabinyan: All the Rivers.   

Yudl Rosenberg: The Golem and the Wondrous Deeds 

of the Maharal of Prague.    

Nava Semel: Isra-Isle: A Novel.  Daniel Torday: The 

Sensualist.  

For children, ages preschool through elementary 

school, a selection of books from Kar-Ben:  

Holidays: The Apple Tree's Discovery; Apple Days: 
A Rosh Hashanah Story; What a Way to Start a 
New Year! A Rosh Hashanah Story; What's the 
Buzz?: Honey for a Sweet New Year; Talia and the 
Very YUM Kippur; Maya Prays for Rain; The Best 
Sukkot Pumpkin Ever; The Vanishing Gourds: A 
Sukkot Mystery; Sukkot Is Coming! Tamar's Sukkah 
(Revised Edition); A Watermelon in the Sukkah; 
Sadie's Sukkah Breakfast; The Vanishing Gourds: A 
Sukkot Mystery; Who's Got the Etrog?; Simchat 
Torah is Coming!; Talia and the Haman-tushies Light 

the Menorah: A Hanukkah Handbook;  

Families: A Grandma Like Yours/A Grandpa Like 
Yours; Stones for Grandpa; Bubbe's Got the Beat; An 

Unlikely Ballerina.  

Assorted: Gal Gadot: Soldier, Model, Wonder 
Woman; Pickled Watermelon; Pinky Bloom and the 
Case of the Missing Kiddush Cup; The World Needs 
Beautiful Things; And There Was Evening, And There 
Was Morning; Where's the Potty On This Ark?; All 
Eyes on Alexandra; Talia and the Rude Vegetables; 

Mitzi's Mitzvah. 

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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Important Updates from TI’s Funeral Practices Committee   
Shelly Heller, Chair, Funeral Practices Committee 

The Funeral Practices Committee was launched in 
1977, when Tifereth Israel began its journey toward 
providing halachically correct funerals for its mem-
bers.  We expected that the all of the traditional 
functions would be performed by TI’s own members; 
congregants would shoulder the responsibilities that 
previously had been given over to the funeral indus-
try.  We would serve as funeral coordinators, we 
would be the shomrim, we would learn and perform 
Taharah, we would arrange minyanim. We would be 
a community that supported our members in times of 

sorrow as we did in times of joy. 

For over 40 years, the Funeral Practices Committee 
has been there – four or five haverim serve as funer-
al coordinators, and many men and women are 
available to perform Taharah, serve as shomrim, lead 
minyanim and provide meals of condolences.  Many 
of these members have been serving for all of these 
40 years, some for fewer years.  Recently several 
long-serving members have had to drop their com-

mittee memberships. 

If we want to continue providing a TI funeral for each 
of our members, we need to strengthen and expand 
our Funeral Practices group. We NEED you to help, 
especially to serve as a haver (funeral coordinator).  

No experience necessary, we will train you. 

It is also important that I share with you a change in 
the fiscal policy concerning the TI funeral benefits for 
members.  When we started 40 years ago, TI estab-

lished the policy that the synagogue would cover the 
cost of the basic contracted funeral package.  How-
ever, the costs of funerals have risen dramatically 
from $425 dollars in 1977 to over $2000, and the 
expected meaningful donations from families of the 
deceased have not been regularly forthcoming.   
Moreover, asking for donations for what had been a 
benefit of membership put our haverim in a difficult 
position. Therefore, the committee recommended to 
the board, and the board approved, that TI mem-

bers now pay for the cost of the funeral directly. 

This policy change will in no way change our services 
to the bereaved.  The Committee will be available, 
as before, to coordinate the funeral for the de-
ceased, thereby taking the pressure off the family at 
a very difficult time.  TI members will still perform 
Taharah, and, as best we can, TI  members will still 

serve as shomrim and shiva minyan leaders.    

I am often asked, “My parent is not a member.  
What can the committee do to help me when my par-
ent dies?”  The Washington Funeral Practices contract 
with Hines Rinaldi Funeral Home is available to any-
one who asks for it.  Rabbi Seidel and the TI haverim 
are always available to explain the process of 

providing a Jewish funeral. 

As we get ready for the High Holidays, please think 
long and hard (and positively) about making a com-

mitment to serve as a haver or perform Taharah. 

Share your September or October simcha and help sponsor the birthday/anniversary kiddush.  Your name on a 

cake in squiggly icing!  Your birthday or anniversary in the bulletin and mentioned in the announcements!  

Sign up to sponsor at: www.tinyurl.com/TIbday.  Sign up to help cook at:  www.tinyurl.com/TIcooking 

 

September 15th - deadline: noon on Wednesday, September 12th 

October 20th - deadline:  noon on Wednesday, October 17th 

September & October Birthday/Anniversary Kiddushim  

http://www.tinyurl.com/TIbday
http://www.tinyurl.com/TIcooking
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A New Sunday a.m. Adult Education Class: How to Get More Out of 
Synagogue Services - Barbara White 

What does the Sh’ma mean? Why do we say it? 
What questions does this prayer raise for you? On 
September 30, we’ll examine and discuss the text of 
the Sh’ma in the first of an adult education series I’ll 

be teaching at TI.  

At the first class, we’ll also discuss Jewish prayer 
generally. Your questions and concerns will help set 
the direction for the remaining classes. You do not 

need to be able to read Hebrew.  

Classes will be held once or twice a month on Sun-
days during the school year. Classes will start at 11 
a.m. in the TI chapel and will last one hour. The 

schedule appears at the end of this article.  

I am a long-time TI member. Over the years, I’ve 

taught many classes for adults on Jewish topics (at 
TI, the Jewish Study Center, and Fabrangen) and 

am particularly interested in the topic of prayer.  

If you have questions, feel free to e-mail me at 
bmwhite@erols.com or look for me at Saturday 
morning Kiddush (I’m often in the Library or in the 
small open area near the elevator across the hall 
from the Library). There’s no formal enrollment in 
this class. However, an e-mail telling me that you 

hope to come would be helpful.  

Class Schedule: Sept. 30, Oct. 21 and 28, Nov. 18, 
Dec. 16, Jan, 27, Feb. 3 and 24, Mar. 10 and 24, 

Apr. 14, May 5 and 12.  

Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman  

The KN Book Group met in August to select books 
for the coming year of reading.  Members brought 
their favorites and suggestions, and we selected 
readings through February.   

There will be no meeting in September.  For our 
October 16th meeting at the home of Paula Flicker 
we will read The Weight of Ink, by Rachel Kadish.  
Set in London of the 1660s and of the early 
twenty-first century, The Weight of Ink is the 
interwoven tale of two women of remarkable 
intellect: Ester Velasquez, an emigrant from 
Amsterdam who is permitted to scribe for a blind 
rabbi, just before the plague hits the city; and 
Helen Watt, an ailing historian with a love of 
Jewish history. 

When Helen is summoned by a former student to 
view a cache of newly discovered seventeenth-
century Jewish documents, she enlists the help of 
Aaron Levy, an American graduate student as 
impatient as he is charming, and embarks on one 
last project: to determine the identity of the 
documents' scribe, the elusive "Aleph."  

The general idea and structure may be similar to 
A.S. Byatt’s Posession, but in Kadish’s hands it 
succeeds again.  Plus this one has far more 17th-
century Jewishness in it than anything Byatt ever 

wrote. 

Easily available in paperback or electronic form.  
There are many copies at the MoCo library, but 
also many holds.  Reserve now to ensure you can 
finish this long book but compelling book in time. 

On November 13th (a week early to avoid 
Thanksgiving collision) we meet at the home of 
John and Lynne List to discuss High Noon, the 
Hollywood Blacklist and the Making of an American 
Classic, nonfiction by Glenn Frankel.  High Noon is 
a classic tale of moral courage, but it was made in 
the toxic atmosphere of the Hollywood blacklist 
and the activities of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee.  Film historian Glenn Frankel 
profiles the times, the movie and its message in this 
fascinating and revealing book.  Frankel presents 
a gripping and coherent picture of the corrupt 
politics, paranoia and fear mongering that drove 
Hollywood studio heads to capitulate to anti-
Communist witch-hunters - and gives full weight to 
the anti-Semitism that underlay much of the Red 
Scare.     

For the full list of scheduled readings and 
descriptions of the books under consideration for 
the rest of the year, see next month’s Menorah. 

mailto:bmwhite@erols.com
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Donations 

BUILDING PRESERVATION FUND 

Donor                  In memory of 

M.R. Ashby & Audrey George Greenberg 

   Mirsky-Ashby 

Varda Fink & Stan Grabia  George Greenberg 

Robert & Susan Gammill  George Greenberg 

Myrna Goldman  George Greenberg 

David & Janice Mehler  George Greenberg 

Arnold & Naomi Revzin  George Greenberg 

Jonathan & Catherine Tuerk  George Greenberg 

Alan & Cyndy Weitz  George Greenberg 

Howard & Barbara White  George Greenberg 

GENERAL FUND 

Donor  

Estate of Marvin Caplan 

Yvonne Shashoua 

Jevera Temsky 

Donor                  In memory of 

Gerard Anderson & Judith Peres George Greenberg 

Bruce & Laurie Berger Evelyn Berger 

Ann Birk & Harvey Fernbach George Greenberg 

Beverly Dennis George Greenberg 

Naomi Freeman & Morris Klein George Greenberg 

Sol & Nina Glasner Rhoda Steinberg 

Stephen & Shelly Heller Rhoda Steinberg 

Hollingsworth LLP Evelyn Berger 

Phyllis Knight George Greenberg 

John & Lynne List Evelyn Berger 

John & Lynne List Gertrude Krick 

Arnold & Naomi Revzin Gertrude Krick 

Bernie Shleien Rhoda Steinberg 

Howard & Michele Sumka George Greenberg 

Michelle Williamson George Greenberg 

Donor                  In honor of 

William & Miriam Galston Howard & Barbara        
   White’s great-                   
   granddaughter 

Michael & Michal Schneider Stephanie Rubin 

Barry & Phyllis Seidel Rabbi Ethan & Rachel    

  Seidel 

Allan & Judith Tulchin Laura Schiavo 

HELPING HANDS COMMITTEE 

Donor                  In memory of 

Howard & Barbara White Gertrude Krick 

MARVIN KAPLAN SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Donor                   

Shepherd Park Citizens  

  Association 

Donor                  In memory of 

Mark & Mona Berch George Greenberg 

Jeannette & Ronald Eisler Jeff Davidson 

Eugene & Esther Herman Gertrude Krick 

Eugene & Esther Herman Natalie Lewis 

Eugene & Esther Herman George Greenberg 

Jack & Stephanie Ventura George Greenberg 

Diana Zurer George Greenberg 

Donor                  In honor of 

Eugene & Esther Herman Michael Milton 

Richard & Marjorie Siegel Marjorie & George z”l     
   Greenberg   

MOLLIE BERCH LIBRARY FUND 

Donor                  In honor of 

Gail Birenbach Briana Jacobs 

Donor                  In memory of 

Joel Cohen Rhoda Steinberg 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Donor  

Scott Schachter  

Donor                  In honor of 

Miriam Davidson Rabbi Seidel 
Myrna Goldman Yvonne Shashoua &   
    Yochanan Sullivan 

Donor                  In memory of 

Renana Brooks & Robert Lisa Plotkin 
   Rovinsky 
Joel Cohen George Greenberg 
Paula Flicker Lisa Plotkin 
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Donations (continued) 

Myrna Goldman Lisa Plotkin 

Anthony & Toba Hausner George Greenberg 

Louise Kelley & Jessica  Kathy Wachter 
Michos 
   Weissman 

Fred Lipschultz & Rabbi Devorah  Rhoda Steinberg 
   Lynn 

Howard & Michelle Sumka Audrey Smith 

Howard & Barbara White Lisa Plotkin 

TORAH REPAIR FUND 

Donor                    

Marc & Karen Drazin 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

Donor                  In memory of 

Rabbi Nathan & Barbara  Frieda Abramowitz 
       Abramowitz 

David & Felice Anderson Julius Anderson 

Natalie Arosemena Sylvia Gorewitz Levin 

Ivy Baer & Marc Rothenberg William Rothenberg 

Wilma Brier & Jack Stone Julius Brier 

Sharon Brown Mary Brown 

Sharon Brown Evelyn Brown 

Susan Catler & Keith Secular Abraham Cadish 

Miriam Davidson Jeff Davidson 

Marc & Karen Drazin Eric Drazin 

Henry & Florrie Einhorn Anne Horne Farber 

Henry & Florrie Einhorn Rose Adler Einhorn 

Ernie Englander Gisela Englander 

Phyllis & Robert Greenberger Samuel Mogul 

Steven & Roberta Jellinek Fay Maydeck 

Marcia Klompus Benjamin Mensh 

Maxine (Cookie) Kornstein Stuart David Corman 

Maxine (Cookie) Kornstein Rosalind Corman 

Maxine (Cookie) Kornstein Michael Alan  
    Kornstein 

Michael & Lisa Kraft Trude Rosenthal 

Lillian Kronstadt Louis Naiman 

Lillian Kronstadt Frances Wolf 

Ellen Kruglak Theodora Perry 

Alan Landay Jeanne Cornetto 

Alan Landay Anna Landay 

Alice Lazar Morton William Lazar 

Michael & Nora Jean Levin Hirsch Bieler 

John & Lynne List Bernard Stier 

Richard Mazer Sanford Mazer 

David & Janice Mehler Anne Mehler 

Josephine Mickelson Sidney Mickelson 

Toby Mickelson Sidney Mickelson 

Elaine Miller Benjamin P. 
    Sternstein 

Sarah Osborne Paul Osborne 

Irwin Pescov Isaac Pescov 

Irwin Pescov Edith Pescov 

Morton & Adele Samler Joseph Goldstein 

Roberta Schery Irma C. Stein 

Sylvia Schlitt Sam Feig 

Bernie Shleien Tillie Shleien 

Jo-Dine Simon Abraham Hiram 
    Simon 

Howard & Michele Sumka Irving Sumka 

Howard & Michele Sumka Rosalie Choper Stahl 

Gisele Tawil Shalom Amsellem 

Sandra Teplin Jerry Wolman 

Mike & Ruth Unterweger Pearl Bloom 

Mike & Ruth Unterweger Esther Rodberg 

Mike & Ruth Unterweger Milton Rodberg 

Howard & Barbara White Rae Mestetsky 

Brian Wruble Milton Wruble 

Brian Wruble Leon Nathanson 

Lesley Zark Freda Zark 

Lesley Zark Samuel Zark 

Diana & James Zurer Chasie Furman 

Diana & James Zurer Sonnya Woll 

YIZKOR DONATIONS 

Donor                  In memory of 

Yvonne Shashoua Sonya Rozansky      
   Shashoua 

Yvonne Shashoua Alfred Salim        
   Shashoua 


