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Inside This Issue* Notes from the Rabbi:  Ethan Seidel 

My Sabbatical Plans 

As many of you know, the congregation has generously allowed me to take a 3 ½ 

month sabbatical, beginning Sunday, October 7th, through 

January 20th, 2019.  Here’s what I’m planning. 

1) From 10/8 – 10/31, I’m planning a solo bike trip from 

DC to New York City and back again.  I plan to bike 

40-60 miles a day – the total for the trip would be be-

tween 650 - and 700 miles.  The route I follow would 

be somewhat circuitous (up to York, PA, then over to 

Philly, then to the coast of NJ all the way up to a ferry 

which will take me to Wall Street), following the Ad-

venture Cycling East Coast route.  On the return trip, I plan to take a different 

route, so that I can visit colleagues in New Jersey – here I’m relying on google-

maps, with the bicycling icon (which is somewhat unpredictable, as I spoke 

about on Rosh HaShanah, and will probably leave me with some stories to tell 

upon my return.  But then again, this whole journey is partly about embracing 

the unpredictable!) I have made plans to visit some Rabbis who serve in con-

gregations that contain a number of independent minyans, with an eye to bet-

ter understanding how that situation can be managed best for all concerned 

(see my bulletin article from last month).  And I will be staying at a mix of 

Airbnbs, as well as with family and old friends, some of whom are former 

TI’ers: Nat and Eve Bottigheimer & Ostriker, Lianna and Elnatan Levine & Reis-

ner, and Lisa Smith and Alan Salzberg. 

During the trip, when I’m not riding, I plan to study some Talmud I’ll be taking 

along, as well as reading Edith Wharton’s classic novels.  I’m also hoping to 

write extensively in a journal. 

2. November, I’m planning to stay close to home.  I’m signing up for a number of 

local Audubon Society walks with naturalists; I may spend some time working 

up journal entries from the bike trip and submitting them to a local Jewish writ-

er who has been helpful with my writing in the past.  I’m also hoping to visit 

some museums in DC that I’ve never gotten around to seeing.  Learning (and 

(Continued on page 2) 
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composing) new Jewish music for services is also 

something I’d like to do.  Not to mention reading 

books - I’m open for suggestions as to what you 

think I need to read. 

3. In December I have registered for three trips.  

The first is to Argentina, with the Rabbinical As-

sembly, to learn about the Jewish community 

there – this is to be 12/3–13. Next, I’m taking 

12/16-20 to go on a mission to Nogales, Arizo-

na and its sister city across the border in Mexico, 

also called Nogales, to attend a program run by 

the Jesuits about the current state of immigration 

to America.  I’ll be going with about 10 other 

Rabbis.. Finally, there is the silent meditation re-

treat (that I’ve advertised on the listserve) at 

Capital Camps, from 12/25-30.  

4. January I’ve left unplanned, imagining that I will 
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probably want to pursue some inspiration I had 

in the previous three months: another bike trip in 

a southern clime? More study about immigration?  

Or maybe I will revert to other creative outlets: 

writing a new play, a new tune, or learning a 

new piece: I have my eye on Bach’s 2nd English 

Suite in A minor. 

Again, I want to thank the congregation (and my 

Sabbatical committee) for the time and the guidance 

I needed to make this both possible, and successful.  

God willing, I will come back refreshed, and better 

able to serve our community. 

Rabbi Seidel 

Thanks from Roz Kram 

I wanted to say thank you to the congregation and 

members who comforted me when my mother died. 

Sue Catler was so helpful with arranging for shiva 

details and many people came for services and 

visits during the week.  

Many thanks also for the donations that were 

made in my mother’s memory. It nice to be a part 

of a loving community. 

Todah rabah, 

Roz Kram 



      

Tishri/Cheshvan 5779                         Tifereth Israel Menorah                          Page  3    

Goldberg High Holiday Cleanup Day 

Ruth Tabak 

Thanks to everyone who came out on Labor Day for the Jeremy Goldberg High Holiday Cleanup Day! We 

successfully prepared TI - both inside and out - for the high holidays and the beginning of a clean and tidy 

New Year! 

Volunteers included: Tobi McFarland, Vera Krimnus, Phil, Ettie and Bina Wallach, Rachel Seidel, Naomi 

Freeman, Sheridan Neimark, Mikah and Naomi Berg, Yvonne and Tzurielle Shashoua, Lois Frankel, Da-

vid and Ellie Hart, Myrna Goldman, Mae Cooper-Bass, Sarah Osborne, Mike Schneider, Joe Davidson, 

Melanie Greenfield, Gabe, Ruth, Liora & Mira Tabak, Hedy Ohringer, Tefilah Salmon, Sheri Blond-

er, Sheryl Sandacz, Steve Ross, Lisa Traiger, Adam Diamond, Rafi Diamond, and Jevera Temsky. 

Photos by Ruth Tabak 
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Sexual Harassment and Worse in the Community 
 

Kol Nashim presents a panel at TI to discuss 

the problem of sexual harassment (and worse) in the community 

Sunday, October 7, 2018—10:15 am 

Recent concern about sexual harassment has resulted in discussion about individual lifestyles and activities 
in many arenas.  Sexual harassment can occur at the work place, in the home, and in the community. 

 

The panel, moderated by TI member Adele Natter, LICSW, LCSW-C will include three distinguished guests:  

Janet Blank, a TI member and former Director of Human Resources for a small government contractor,  

Shana Brouder, Communications and Events Manager for the Jewish Coalition Against Domestic Abuse 
(JCADA),  

Erin Hawkins, restaurant professional. 

 

Each panelist will not only express her thoughts on sexual harassment, and give her perspective on the 
scope of the problem, but will also speak about possible remedies. 

 

Refreshments Will Be Served. 
Please RSVP to KNrsvp@Tifereth-Israel.org 
(We need to know how many folks to feed!) 

SHALEM—Jessica Weissman 
October will see two SHALEM talks, with another in early November. 

October 6th  Taking the Fear out of Visiting the Sick.  Visiting the sick is one of the top ten commandments in 

Judaism, yet performing this mitzvah can be fraught with fear and peril. Join TI member Rabbi Devorah 

Lynn, Jewish Chaplain at Georgetown University Hospital, study the texts that instruct us in protocols, learn 

the do's and don'ts of this fulfilling deed, and discuss how visiting the sick binds us as a family, community, 

and knocks on the door of our soul. 

October 20th.  On October 20th Tifereth Israel will be a proud participant in HIAS’ National Refugee 

Shabbat.  

In the face of unprecedented attempts to close America’s doors to those seeking freedom from violence and 
persecution, this is a critical moment to give voice to our values as Jews and as Americans. Join Miriam 
Feffer, HIAS Vice President for Development, as together we deepen our understanding of today’s global 

(Continued on page 5) 

mailto:KNrsvp@Tifereth-Israel.org
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Lolita Baker – Lolita moved to the area last year to 

live near her daughter.  She is living at the Five Star 

senior living residence on Connecticut Avenue in 

Chevy Chase.  Lolita lived most of her life in Worces-

ter, Massachusetts, where she was a high school math 

teacher.  She and her husband were active members 

of Congregation Beth Israel there – he served as 

President of the congregation and she as President of 

its Sisterhood.  In retirement, they were snowbirds, 

spending the winters in Florida.  Lolita decided to 

give up the Worcester house after her husband’s 

death.   

Lolita was born in Hamburg, Germany in the early 

1930s as the Nazis and their anti-Semitic doctrines 

were ascendant.  Her parents, not foreseeing the 

thoroughness with which the Germans would soon 

track down all traces of Jewishness, gave her a 

Spanish-sounding first name in the hope it would re-

duce her experience of discrimination.  As the situa-

tion worsened, the family escaped Germany, leaving 

in late 1939 among the last Jews to get out.  Lolita 

likes to tell her story, including her memory of Kris-

tallnacht, especially to children.  She notes that there 

aren’t many people remaining with those memories. 

Lolita has four children, nine grandchildren, and one 

great-grandchild.  She found TI through TI member 

Len Bachman, who also lives at Five Star, who drives 

her to services.  That makes Len TI’s Independent Liv-

ing Magnet Member and Chauffeur of the Month.  

Lolita enjoys bridge and would like to be invited to 

play, noting that she no longer drives and so would 

need transportation.  She also still could tutor alge-

bra and geometry, again if the transportation prob-

lem could be solved. 

Welcome to TI, Lolita. 

New Member 
Jared Garelick 

SHALEM—Jessica Weissman (continued) 

refugee crisis, connect to the national Jewish movement for refugees, celebrate local acts of welcome and 

recommit to putting our values into action.  

November 3rd sees a panel on preventing gun violence.  One presenter is  Amy Cress who is a leading gun 

violence prevention activist in Maryland who joined the movement right after the Sandy Hook massacre. She 

helped plan the March on Washington for Gun Control in January 2013, and is currently  Director of  

Community Engagement for Marylanders to Prevent Gun Violence. Amy is also a gun violence survivor who 

lost her sister to suicide by gun in 2015. Dr. Ray Coleman (TI member & pediatrician) will describe his 

experience over the last few decades and discuss why he approaches this topic at all with families.  

During Rabbi Seidel’s sabbatical, visiting scholars who deliver a drash will also present an afternoon 

program.  Regular SHALEM programming will resume in early spring.    

The only requirement for a SHALEM topic is that it be of Jewish interest, loosely interpreted.  There’s 

something you know that TI’ers would love to hear about, and SHALEM attendees are the best audience you 

can ever have.  We are attentive, forgiving, and full of questions - what more could a speaker ask for?   

If you’ve got the germ of an idea, or if you can assemble a panel of speakers to discuss a topic of Jewish 

interest, please let me know and I can help you refine the topic.  Static visual aids such as pictures and 

handouts are welcome, though of course we can’t do slide shows or other electronics. 
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Our school year started off in between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur. On our first day we welcomed 10 

new students: Sophie B. (Kitah Bet), Raphael Lev G-K (Gan), Tabitha G. (Pre-Gan), Rose H. (Pre-Gan), Dalia K. 

(Pre-Gan), Gabriel K. (High School Seminar), Leah L. (Gan), Liam R, (Gan), Leo S-M, (Gan),  & Ava S. (Alef).  

We are excited also have some new faculty and would like to welcome them and our veteran staff to Himmel-

farb. They are: 

Pre-Gan/Gan: Morah Silvia, Madrichim Eitan and Danielle 

Alef/Bet: Moreh Shay & Madricha Eliyah 

Gimel: Morah Hindy & Madricha Mira 

Daled: Morah Rachel & Madricha Shirah 

Hey & Vav Ivrit: Morah Ateret & Madricha Ellie 

Hey & Vav Judaics: Moreh Steve 

Jr. Chai: Rabbi Seidel & Moreh Aryeh 

Chai: Mira 

Better Together: Maya Dimant-Lentz 

Art Chug: Morah Fylis 

High School Seminar: Aaron 

About 35 parents got to meet most of our faculty at the Parent Orientation, which was held on the first day of 

school. Thank you to Sarah Sorscher for providing us with delicious coffee.  

On Wednesday September 26th about 12 families joined us for our 3rd annual Pizza in the Hut dinner, though 

we had to eat in the Cherner due to the rain, it was still a fun evening.  

This coming month, our 6th grade family Shabbat dinner as well as a teen led Kabbalat Shabbat with teen & 

their families dinner will be on Friday, October 12th. To sign up for the dinner please go to: https://

tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/teen-dinner-10-2018.  

Himmelfarb Happenings Fall 5779 

Rina Rebibo 

Thank You Office Volunteers  

Volunteers make so many things happen for the Holidays, 

from changing Torah covers during Goldberg Day to 

weeding in the rain garden to serving as floor gabbai 

during services, and everything in between. Many thank 

yous are due this season, and this one is for everyone* 

who came to the TI office and folded, stuffed, distributed 

seat packets, answered phones and more. The staff is 

deeply grateful for everything you did. (And we want you 

to come back all year long!)  

Judi Berland, Miriam Davidson, Myrna Goldman, Sylvia 

Horwitz, Mike Kraft, Beverly Lehrer, Joe Martin, Paula 

Martin, Sarah Berman Osborne, Tefila Salmon, Michael 

Schneider, Vivian Seidner, Eric Shechtman, Lisa Traiger 

and Marc Warshawsky. 

 

  
From The TI Staff 

*If anyone was inadvertently left off the list, please let me 

know – Jevera (jevera@tifereth-israel.org)  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/teen-dinner-10-2018
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/teen-dinner-10-2018
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjMsJPU2czdAhVthuAKHYgTBxYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.ruthsjewishstamps.com/Sayings.htm&psig=AOvVaw0OvDXg5SDpM01WO35Lvgmf&ust=1537639936110988
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Around TI 

7th grade learning with Aryeh Roberts 

Ready for Simchat Torah 

Photos by 

Rina Rebibo 

Getting ready to get the Torahs ready 

Changing kippot for the holidays 

Goldberg Cleanup Day photos by Ruth Tabak 
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Kadima (6th - 8th grades) 

Family Sushi in the Sukkah 

All USY and Kadima families and kids are invited for a 
sushi extravaganza in the sukkah. Learn how to make 
your favorite sushi rolls, meet new friends, and hang out 
with old ones. 

Sunday, September 30, 2018 • 12:30 PM  • @TI 

 

Pre- Program and Emory Walk for the Homeless 

Meet at TI for brunch and an interactive program about 
homelessness led by Adam Rosen. Afterwards, join the 
Emory Walk for the Homeless, helping to raise money 
and attention for thousands of individuals experiencing 

homelessness in the D.C. area. 

Sunday, October 14, 2018 • 12:30 NOON  

 

Apple Picking in Butler’s Orchard 

Head over to Butler Orchard for an afternoon of apple 
picking, hot chocolate, giant slides, and much more.  

Sunday, October 28, 2018 • Leave TI at 12:30 PM 

 

Master Chef Competition 

Test your kitchen skills and taste others’ creations! Come 
to the Second Annual TI Kadima MasterChef.  

Sunday, November 11, 2018 • 12:30 PM • @TI 

 

Hanukkah Extravaganza 

This year’s annual event, which is open to the whole com-
munity, will feature an exclusive program just for Kadi-
maniks. 

Wednesday, December 5, 2018 • 6:15 PM • @TI 

 

Board Game and Brew 

Choose from over 500 board games while enjoying deli-
cious snacks and hot chocolate, as TI’s Kadima takes over 
the Board and Brew in College Park, MD.  

Sunday, January 13, 2019 • Leave TI at 12:30 PM  

 

Laser Tag 

Back by popular demand! Spend the evening competing 

in the ultimate game of athletic ability and smarts.  
Saturday, February 9, 2019 • 7:30-9 PM at Shadowland in 

Gaithersburg 

 

Escape Room Trip 

Kadimaniks will have the chance to show off their prob-
lem-solving skills at one of the area’s hottest Escape Room 
attractions.  

Sunday, March 3, 2019 • Leave TI at 12:30 PM 

 

Chocolate Seder 

Experience a seder with a twist, as we turn hardboiled 
eggs to chocolate eggs, celery to chocolate-covered 
strawberries, charoset to chocolate pudding, and so much 
more!  

Sunday, April 14, 2019 • 12:30 PM • @TI 

 

Kadima Lag Ba’Omer Color War 

Put your knowledge, athleticism, and teamwork to the test 
as you compete in the Inaugural TI Kadima Color War.  

Sunday, May 19, 2019 • 12:30 PM • @TI 

 

Teen Dinners and Davening  

TI teens bring the energy, ruach, and fun of USY to Friday 
night services, followed by dinner with families and 
friends. Dinner menus created by the TI USY Teen Board. 

Open to TI  USY and  Kadima Families  

Fridays • October 12 (6:30 PM), December 14 (6:00 PM), 

February 22 (6:00 PM), April 5 (6:30pm), May 31 (6:30 PM) 

 

USY - (9th - 12th grades) 

Family Sushi in the Sukkah 

All USY and Kadima families and kids are invited for a 
sushi extravaganza in the sukkah. Learn how to make 
your favorite sushi rolls, meet new friends, and hang out 
with old ones. 

Sunday, September 30, 2018 • 12:30 PM  • @TI 

 

Pre- Program and Emory Walk for the Homeless 

Meet at TI for brunch and an interactive program about 

USY and Kadima 

Adam Rosen 

TI USY and Kadima is excited to unveil our calendar for the entire year. Mark your calendars for an unreal 

year of memories that await us.   
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homelessness led by Adam Rosen. Afterwards, join the 
Emory Walk for the Homeless, helping to raise money and 
attention for thousands of individuals experiencing home-
lessness in the D.C. area.  

Sunday, October 14, 2018 • 12:30 NOON  

 

Youth Lounge Teen Minyan 

All high schoolers are welcome to the brand-new TI youth 
lounge for a Shabbat morning service of our own, includ-
ing fun activities, snacks, and meaningful moments to guide 
us along the way.  

Saturday, November 3, 2018 • 10:45 AM • @TI 

 

Trip to Dave and Busters 

An evening of games, food, and fun at Dave and Busters 
in Silver Spring during.  

Sunday, November 11, 2018 6:30 – 8:30pm 

 

Hanukkah Extravaganza and USY After-Party 

Join the TI community for the annual Hanukkah Extrava-
ganza. After families and younger Maccabees leave for 
the night, USYers are invited to a special after-party. 
Wednesday, December 5, 2018 • AFTER PARTY BEGINS 

8:00PM • @TI 

 

Havdallah, Hot Cocoa, and Hangout 

Unwind from school, recover from latke season, and enjoy 
the comfy furniture in our new TI youth lounge with hot 
cocoa and friends new and old.  

Saturday, January 5, 2019 • 6:30 PM • @TI 

 

Laser Tag 

After the Kadimaniks leave the arena, USYers will have a 
chance to show their laser tag skills at this widely request-
ed and popular late-night event.  
Sunday, February 9, 2019 • 9- 10:30PM at Shadowland in 

Gaithersburg 

 

USY Tzedakah Dinner 

The entire community is invited to join TI USYers and their 

families for the impactful annual Tzedakah Dinner as we 
raise money for the International USY Tikkun Olam Fund. 
USYers will create a menu, serve the food, and vie for tips 
to be donated.  

Friday, February 22, 2019 • 6:00 PM  • @TI 

 

Purim Carnival and USY After-Party 

First, help design and run TI’s annual Purim carnival. Then 
stay for USY’s After Party as our teens take over the in-
flatables, games, music, and fun. Be sure to dress in your 
best costume!  
Sunday, March 17, 2019 • 12:30PM FOR CARNIVAL – 

2:45PM FOR AFTER PARTY • @TI 

 

Mystery Program 

Don’t miss out on this intriguing, captivating, new mystery 
event planned by the TI USY Teen Executive Board.  

Sunday, April 14, 2019 • 3 PM • @TI 

 

USY City Hunt DC  

With the nation’s capital in our backyard, it’s easy to for-
get about how many exciting sights, sounds, and monu-
ments we have access to on a daily basis. Unleash your 
inner tourist during the ultimate D.C. scavenger hunt.  

Sunday, May 5, 2019 -  Leaves TI at 12:30PM 

 

Shavuot Program and End of Year Party 

As our year with USY winds down, enjoy one last event to 
celebrate Shavuot and the incredible year we had togeth-
er. Of course plenty of dairy treats will be in store.  

Saturday, June 8, 2019 – 8:30PM 

 

Teen Dinners and Davening  

TI teens bring the energy, ruach, and fun of USY to Friday 
night services, followed by dinner with families and 
friends. Dinner menus created by the TI USY Teen Board. 

Open to TI  USY and  Kadima Families  

Fridays • October 12 (6:30 PM), December 14 (6:00 PM), 

February 22 (6:00 PM), April 5 (6:30pm), May 31 (6:30 PM) 

Library Thanks - Michele Sumka 
Many thinks to the following volunteers who showed up on Sunday, September 2 to help make the library  

more presentable and usable for the holidays by processing and shelving new books and returns:  Beth 

Naftalin, Diana Zurer, Sylvia Horwitz and Barbara Milton. They did a fabulous job! 
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Editor’s note:  In the September Menorah we accidentally re-ran the first part of a previously published article, The Contro-

versial Decalogue.  This issue runs the correct article.  See the April 2018 issue for the entire Decalogue article. 

One popular set of symbols in Jewish art are the heraldic figures for the twelve ancient Israel tribes.  Although there 

are some variations, all the tribal symbols are based on based on Biblical passages. 

 

Israel even showed the tribes on the back of their 100 lirot banknote of 1968-1973.  Starting at one o'clock and going 

clockwise are Gad – military tents (Gen. 49:19 "Gad, a troop shall troop upon him…."), Asher – olive tree (Deut. 

33:24 "…let him dip his foot in [olive] oil."), Simeon – Shekhem fortress (conquered by Simeon and Levi per Gen. 

34:25), Judah – lion (Gen. 49:9 "Judah is a lion's whelp…."), Levi – breast plate (described in Deut. 33:8), Naphtali – 

deer (Gen. 49:21 "Naphtali is a hind let loose…."), Zebulon – ship (Gen. 49:13 "Zebulon shall … be a shore for 

ships…."), Benjamin – wolf (Gen. 49:27 "Benjamin is a ravenous wolf…."), Reuben – mandrakes (Gen. 30:14 "And 

Reuben … found mandrakes…."), Joseph – wheat (Gen. 37:5-7  "Joseph dreamed… 'your sheaves…bowed down to 

my sheaf.'"), Dan – balance scales (Gen. 49:16 "Dan shall judge…."), and Issachar – sun and stars, showing they were 

astrologers (I Chron. 12:33 "Issachar … who had understanding of the times….").  Private Dutch medals of 1958-1968 

showed the twelve tribes using the same symbols but a different sequence. 

 

Israel started making bar mitzvah medals in the state's thirteenth year, 1961, showing the twelve tribe symbols, and 

used the same design but no wording for the bat mitzvah medal starting in 1970.  These instead show a donkey for 

(Continued on page 11) 

The Twelve Tribes 
Simcha Kuritzky 
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The Twelve Tribes (continued) 

Issachar at five o'clock based on Gen. 49:14 "Issachar is a large-boned ass…" and use the sun for Reuben 

based loosely on Gen. 49:3 "Reuben, thou art … the excellency of power." 

 

Some different symbols are used on a 1969 plaque awarded for the sale of Israel bonds.  Issachar here is a 

man laboring under a pack based on Gen. 49:15 "Issachar … became a servant under task-work," Dan is a 

snake based on Gen. 49:17 "Dan shall be a serpent," Gad's military tent looks more like a pyramid, and Jo-

seph is represented by a unicorn based on "His firstling['s] horns are the horns of the wild-ox" from Deut. 

33:17.  Similar symbols originally painted by Salvador Dali appear on a large silver medal from the Judaic 

Historic Society, and a smaller silver amulet from Israel. 

Though they are often misdescribed as signs of the zodiac, I have seen tribal symbols on pendants, mizrahim, 

bookends, candle boxes, stained glass windows in some synagogues incuding Chagall's windows at Hadassah 

hospital, and Israel's postage stamps of 1952 and 1955-57.  Chances are you have at least one object show-

ing these symbols at home. 

The Remarkable Princeton Lyman - Dan Nathan 

Editor’s Note:  This letter by Dan Nathan appeared in the Washington Post. Thanks to Dan for ensuring that 

Post readers knew another side of the truly remarkable Princeton Lyman 

“Diplomat helped shift S. Africa from apartheid,” the moving Aug. 26 obituary of Princeton Lyman, a former 

diplomat of great accomplishment and influence, omitted at least one telling detail. As a member of Tifereth 

Israel Congregation, Lyman volunteered in the synagogue’s tutoring program, in which congregants tutor 

students who attend the nearby D.C. public school, Shepherd Elementary.  

Every Sunday afternoon for several years, Lyman would spend an hour with a second-, third- or fourth-grade 

student, who undoubtedly did not know that she was working on reading comprehension and math skills with 

the man who helped end apartheid in South Africa, among other global accomplishments. 

It is a mark of a great man who can make contributions to society on a global scale and also, by contributing 

to education in his own city, one child at a time. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obituaries/princeton-lyman-us-ambassador-who-helped-guide-south-africa-out-of-apartheid-dies-at-82/2018/08/25/1b2818ea-a7b9-11e8-8fac-12e98c13528d_story.html?utm_term=.5695e0f0cba1
https://www.tifereth-israel.org/
https://www.tifereth-israel.org/
http://profiles.dcps.dc.gov/Shepherd+Elementary+School
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“Judaism has always maintained a belief in an afterlife” - 
thus begins the first sentence of the article on “Afterlife” in 
the Encyclopaedia Judaica. One must distinguish, however, 
between what Judaism believes and what Jews believe. 
Most Jews today, surveys have indicated, do not believe 
in an afterlife. That Judaism even has such a teaching is 

news to many Jews, and to many non-Jews, too. 

Judaism has tended to view the afterlife through the prism 
of justice, that is, reward and punishment and the redress-
ing of the injustices in this life. Some also view the afterlife 
from the perspective of meaning. Given that our lives in 
this world, whether we live 120 days or 120 years, consti-
tute but an infinitesimal blip in time and that the impact of 
even the most consequential of lives will eventually dissi-
pate without a trace, they ask whether our lives have any 
real meaning if there is nothing more to them than what 

transpires in this world alone. 

The late Rabbi Louis Jacobs, a great scholar and founder 
of Masorti Judaism in Great Britain, shared this viewpoint. 
He wrote: “It is not as if the doctrine of immortality be-
longs to harmless speculation. The whole nature of Judaism 
as a religion is at stake here. … Religious people have 
always understood that the whole quality of life that leads 
to eternal bliss in the nearness of God differs profoundly 
from a life conceived of as doomed ultimately, like the 
universe itself, to total extinction.” He also has written: 
“Despite current downplaying of the whole idea of the 
afterlife, and despite the often-heard claim that Judaism 
is a this-worldly religion, it has always seemed to me that 
a Judaism without the belief in the survival of the soul af-
ter the death of the body is as unintelligible as a Judaism 
without God. . . . There is no middle way here. Either hu-
man life is unbearably bleak or it is the gateway to eter-
nal bliss in the presence of God.” I think this is a reasona-
ble sentiment even if “eternal bliss in the presence of 
God” is hard to envision and not necessarily what we en-

counter, at least initially. 

If you accept Jacobs’ notion that in the absence of an ex-
pectation of an afterlife, life is bleak, it becomes under-
standable that the loss of faith in an afterlife on the part 
of many Jews has been accompanied by a loss of faith in 
God as traditionally understood. Our spiritual forebears 
were wise, I think, to ignore the Bible’s near silence on the 
subject and to develop a strong belief in Olam Haba (the 
World to Come), references to which can be found 

throughout Rabbinic literature--and in our synagogue’s 
prayer books. The founders of Reform Judaism, while re-
jecting physical resurrection, also affirmed the immortality 

of the soul. 

You might ask: If there is a better world awaiting us, why 
did God create this world where there is so much suffer-
ing? It might be callous to suggest an answer, given how 
deep some people’s suffering is, but one answer many 
have found plausible is that we are placed in this very 
challenging world in order to develop our souls. And if we 
fail to progress sufficiently, or if our lives are cut short, the 
process continues either in the next world or in this world 
during one or more return visits. Other people would reply 
that we are born into this imperfect world because a hap-
py afterlife needs to be earned to be fully enjoyed. Some 
may find the prospect of living forever intimidating or 
worse. But physicists tell us that time has not “always” ex-
isted and is but a feature of this world, having begun at 
the Big Bang. Accordingly, time may not exist, at least as 
we know it, in Olam Haba. Theologians speak of an 

“eternal now.” 

Theological speculation aside, there is another reason to 
believe in an afterlife, and that is the evidence from para-
normal phenomena such as apparitions, death-bed visions, 
but especially near-death experiences (NDE). Dualism is 
certainly out of vogue in our materialist age and most neu-
roscientists and philosophers agree that consciousness, 
while not understood, must be a function of our physical 
brains. Once our brains die, the thinking goes, there is 
nothing remaining that could possibly experience con-
sciousness. The NDE challenges that. As you are probably 
aware, some people whose hearts have stopped and then 
been resuscitated recall having left their bodies, passing 
through a dark tunnel, approaching a bright light, experi-
encing tremendous love, seeing and communicating with 
dead relatives, experiencing a panoramic review of all 
the events in the lives they had just lived, and then being 
told they must return to their bodies because it is not yet 
their time to die, or being given a choice whether to re-
turn. (Presumably some are told it is their time to die, but 

we don’t hear back from them.) 

Most NDEs have only some of the above elements, but no 
serious investigator denies that the NDE is a genuine phe-
nomenon. The only question is what such an experience 

(Continued on page 13) 

Why Believe In an Afterlife?  
by Rich Kruger 
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signifies. Is it just a hallucination? Now and then you might 
read that scientists in the laboratory have induced one or 
more mental states similar to those of an NDE with a drug 
or by activating a portion of the brain with an electrode, 
or by some other means. This usually is presented as evi-
dence that the NDE is just a physical phenomenon, nothing 
more than the last gasp of a dying brain. There is one 
aspect of the NDE, however, that has been reported thou-
sands of times and that seems to defy such a reductionist 
explanation. Time and again, people who were uncon-
scious and, indeed, clinically dead, have come back to 
report that when they first left their bodies, they stayed in 
the immediate vicinity and were able to see and hear 
everything going on while others tried to resuscitate them. 
These people have often been able to describe the pro-
cedures performed on them with great accuracy and de-
tail, reporting things that they seemingly could not possi-
bly have learned lying on their backs on some operating 
table, unconscious and often clinically dead. Sometimes 
they have been able to describe events that were going 
on in other parts of the hospital or miles away. People 
blind from birth have reported seeing or, at least, per-

ceiving things in a way they never had before. 

To be sure, skeptics can dismiss such reports as merely 
anecdotal. Nonetheless, for me, thousands of similar anec-
dotes, elements of which have often been verified by wit-
nesses, including attending physicians and nurses, add up 
to something. Moreover, there have been well-researched 
studies of NDEs published in reputable journals, including 
The Lancet, that challenge the skeptical view of these out-
of-body recollections. I believe NDE reports are strong 
evidence that there is more to us than just our physical 
bodies, and that our minds can exist apart from our 

brains. While our minds, while we are alive, are tied to 
our brains and are adversely affected by brain disor-
ders, there is reason to believe that when our brains die, 
our minds are set free and can regain their former ca-
pacities – or gain greater capacities. Indeed, there is the 
well-documented phenomenon of “terminal lucidity” 
where persons who have suffered from psychosis or de-
mentia for years suddenly become lucid for a brief peri-
od shortly before they die. It is as if their minds are grad-

ually detaching from their diseased brains. 

Most people who have had an NDE come to believe in an 
afterlife, regardless of their prior religious beliefs. Often 
those who previously believed in a stereotypical Christian 
afterlife of heaven and hell reject that belief in favor of 
a more nuanced sort of afterlife, including one where 
souls have the opportunity to progress via reincarnation 
(an idea not alien to traditional Judaism). People who 
have had NDEs often report losing their fear of death. 
They also frequently experience dramatic changes in their 
values and interests, so much so that they have a difficult 

time returning to their former lives and relationships. 

This is a controversial subject, but anyone open to classi-
cal Judaism’s belief in an afterlife should know that there 
are reasonable grounds for it. Books written on this sub-
ject are innumerable. An informative and entertaining 
one, written from a Jewish perspective, is Does the Soul 
Survive? by Conservative Rabbi Elie Kaplan Spitz. Anoth-
er book worth reading, specifically regarding NDEs, is 
Lessons from the Light by now-retired UConn Professor of 

Psychology Kenneth Ring.  

Why Believe In an Afterlife? (continued) 

Sh’mini Atzeret & Simchat Torah Schedule  

Monday, October 1  Sh’mini Atzeret  

  9:00 a.m.  Service followed by Yizkor memorial service  

 Simchat Torah  

  7:15 p.m.  Service  

Tuesday, October 2  Simchat Torah  

  9:15 a.m.  Shaharit  

  10:30 a.m. Torah parade, Torah reading and Tot Simchat Torah (tots and their 

families join the main service) 

  11:15 a.m. Yizkor memorial service followed by Musaf  
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Nakhes Fun Kinder and General Mispokhe News 

Lynn Golub-Rofrano reports it's been a busy time 

job-wise for the Rofrano children. Josh recently start-

ed a job as a Senior Analyst/ Data Base Administra-

tor at Red Oak Sourcing in Foxboro Massachusetts. 

Myriam has also moved to Massachusetts and in Au-

gust started work as the Youth Engagement Coordi-

nator for Temple Beth Avodah in Newton Center. 

Both jobs entailed moving. Josh left Rochester and is 

now living in Providence Rhode Island and Myriam 

moved a few miles more, from Petach Tikvah, Israel  

to Haverhill MA. Their parents are very happy to 

have them working in the same state, it will make visiting 

much easier!  

Claudine Schweber and Ed Koren's daughter Marisa 

just began her Master's degree at UC Berkeley in 

social work. After 9 years in Jackson, Wy as a librar-

ian, radio host and volunteer with Planned 

Parenthood, Marisa decided enough! She moved to 

Berkeley a year ago and worked for UC San Fran-

cisco project on women's health, and volunteered with 

the Free Clinic. Now onto the next stage of her life + 

their joy at her success +  the pleasure of visiting.  

Meh Fort (Travels) 

Morris, Judy, and Asaf Rodenstein are thrilled to be 

heading to Israel in October for Sarah Rodenstein's 

marriage to Louis Jay. They’re very pleased that TI-

ers Dina Borzekowski, Francie and Josh Kranzberg, 

and Bob and Renana Brooks Rovinsky will be cele-

brating with them at the wedding. Louis lived nearby 

in Owings Mills before making aliyah, though he and 

Sarah met in Israel.  They will be living in Jerusalem.  

In late August, Margie Odle and Carl Bergman trav-

eled to the Baltics (Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia) and 

then Berlin. They thoroughly enjoyed the Baltic’s 

beautiful medieval capitals, learning much about their 

general and Jewish histories. All of Carl’s family is 

from Lithuania (then part of Russia) as is much of Mar-

gie’s.  

Grimly, the Baltic’s Jewish population was all but 
wiped out by the Nazis with only a fragment remain-
ing. Each capital has dealt differently with the catas-
trophe, and Lithuania and Latvia deny any local com-
plicity. All three states prize their EU and NATO 
memberships, which swiftly followed their 1991 inde-

pendence when the Soviet Union collapsed. 

In Berlin, Margie & Carl visited several Holocaust re-
lated sites, and especially liked the former East Ber-

lin’s many museums, memorials and great restaurants. 

Paula Flicker, Dan Turner, and Allison Turner at-

tended the wedding of cousin (Paula) and friend Ma-

ra Lee.  The wedding was in Shenandoah National 

Park.  Dessert was cupcakes generously picked up at 

the bakery in Alexandria by Dan and Allison. More 

important, Dan and Allison brought the offici-

ant.  Paula’s contribution was driving back some of 

the decorations and large gifts. 

Perhaps some of you wondered why you never saw 

me - Diana Zurer – in shul for Rosh Hashanah or Yom 

Kippur. That's because I organize and conduct the 

services in a small summer community an hour from 

NYC. It's called Raananah Park, in Highland Mills, NY 

and was founded by my grandfather and two others 

80 years ago. Originally all Yiddish speaking Labor 

Zionists, 39 families own their homes and the land is 

owned in common. My parents met in Raananah and I 

love being there.  About 70 years ago some folks 

decided they wanted to have shul services and so 

they did. They have always been lay led and very 

participatory. Of course women didn't used to be 

counted in the minyan and we no longer use the Or-

thodox Birnbaum machzor, but rather Sim Shalom.  

Women now do a lot of the leyning and leading of 

the services.  I do Musaf all three days, Kol Nidre 

and Ne'ilah. We had 125 people in the congregation 

on the first day of Rosh Hashanah - fewer in the sub-
(Continued on page 15) 

Nayes un Mekhayes for TI’ers 
Diana Zurer 
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sequent days. One former Raananahite is a chazan, 

now retired, and he always had to work on the holi-

days and looked forward to coming to shul in Raa-

nanah and sitting on one of the benches outside. This 

year he came, loved our services and also got to sit 

on the bench. By the way, while I was away I went 

into NYC to see the Folksbiene's Yiddish production 

of Fiddler on the Roof. I can highly recommend it. 

The run's been extended to Nov. 18.  

Dergraychungn (Accomplishments) 

Janice Mehler reports that after 26 years in DC, the 

U.S. Chess Center (founded by David Mehler) 

opened in Silver Spring, 1.1 miles from TI.  Congress-

man Jamie Raskin served as master of ceremonies 

and more than 100 children played in its Grand 

Opening Tournament on September 8. Although the 

Center's main audience is children, players of all ag-

es are welcome to come on weekdays between 11 

am and 1:30 pm.  See www.chessctr.org.   

Happy News 

Abigail Golda was born to Laurie & David Braun 

on September 13, 2018.  At birth she was 20 inches 

long and 7 pounds 15 ounces. Baby, parents, and 

big sister Julianna are doing well. TI members Sara 

& David Handwerker are the thrilled grandparents. 

TI members Elizabeth & Daniel Handwerker and 

Amira, Ilana and Sam Handwerker look forward to 

meeting their new niece and cousin. 

Mazel Tov and welcome! 

Sad News 

Longtime Tifereth Israel member The Honorable 

Princeton N. Lyman, husband of Lois Hobson, father 

of Tova (Chanina) Brinn, Sheri (Pascal) Laigle, and 

Lori (Stephen) Bruun, grandfather of eleven, and 

great-grandfather of two, died August 24, 2018 at 

age 82. He is also survived by his brother Harvard 

(Mary) and sister Sylvia Lyman. He was prede-

ceased by his wife of fifty-one years, Helen. 

Funeral services were at Tifereth Israel on Sunday, 

August 26 with interment following at Mt. Lebanon 

Cemetery in Adelphi, Maryland.  

May his memory be a blessing.  

Last month's Yiddish phrase Ikh vintsh aykh alemen a 

zis, gezunt yor means I wish you all a sweet, healthy 

year.  Here are some idioms related to the Yomim 

Naroyim. Zis vi honik lekhach. Tsien zikh azoy lang vi 

der Rosh Hashonivdike musef.  Zi lekt nisht keyn honik.  

Ikh darf es ahf kapores.  Do you know their mean-

ings?  Look for the translations in the column in next 

month's Menorah. Please send me your news for the 

November Menorah – inquiring minds want to know 

– and kvell.  dzurer@gmail.com. Thanks!   

Nayes un Mekhayes for TI’ers (continued) 

Share your October or November simcha and help sponsor the birthday/anniversary kiddush.  Your name 

on a cake in squiggly icing!  Your birthday or anniversary in the bulletin and mentioned in the 

announcements!  

Sign up to sponsor at: www.tinyurl.com/TIbday.  Sign up to help cook at:  www.tinyurl.com/TIcooking 

 

October 20th - deadline:  noon on Wednesday, October 17th.  Cooking October 18th 

November 10 – deadline noon on November 7th, cooking is November 8th 

October & November Birthday/Anniversary Kiddushim  

http://www.chessctr.org/
http://www.tinyurl.com/TIbday
http://www.tinyurl.com/TIcooking
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Art Class - Bernie Shleien 

An idyllic scene at Brookside Gardens from this summer’s art class, led by Bernie Shleien, who also took the photograph.   
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Movie Nite @ TI 

On Sunday, October 7 at 7:30 PM in the Berch Li-
brary, Movie Nite@TI will show Doing Jewish: A 
Story from Ghana, an exploration of the background 
and day to day lives of the Jews of Sewfi Wiawso, a 
small community in rural Ghana that recently learned 
the religion they have been practicing for centuries is 
Judaism. Canadian Jewish filmmaker Gabrielle Zilkha 
explores their story from isolation to global connec-
tion and the challenges and rewards they face along 

the way. (2017, 84 minutes) 

Beginnings of Judaism -- The World of the Sec-

ond Temple 

On Sunday, October 14 from 10:30 AM - 12:15 PM, 
we will watch video lectures 1 and 2 of  Beginnings 
of Judaism, with Dr. Isaiah M. Gafni, the Sol Rosen-
bloom Professor of Jewish History at The Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem. The course looks at the evolution 
of Judaism across the Second Temple period--from 
the Babylonian exile in 586 BCE and the building of 
the Second Temple in 515 BCE to the destruction of 
the Second Temple in 70 CE and the Bar Kokhba re-
volt in 132-136 CE. In particular, the course examines 
how Judaism continually reorganized and redefined 
itself in the centuries after the cOn Sunday, October 
14 from 10:30 AM - 12:15 PM, we will watch video 
lectures 1 and 2 of  Beginnings of Judaism, with Dr. 
Isaiah M. Gafni, the Sol Rosenbloom Professor of 
Jewish History at The Hebrew University of Jerusa-
lem. The course looks at the evolution of Judaism 
across the Second Temple period--from the Babyloni-
an exile in 586 BCE and the building of the Second 
Temple in 515 BCE to the destruction of the Second 
Temple in 70 CE and the Bar Kokhba revolt in 132-
136 CE. In particular, the course examines how Juda-
ism continually reorganized and redefined itself in 
the centuries after the completion of the Deuteronomy 

and before Rabbinic Judaism. 

The course will include 12 sessions of two video lec-
tures (30 minutes each) and discussion (45 minutes), 
starting on October 14 and running through June 2, 
2019. In each session, the lectures will be introduced 
and the discussion led by TI member and experi-
enced Jewish history teacher Cynthia Peterman. 

Summaries of the first two lectures: 

Lecture 1: The Beginnings of Judaism—Biblical 
Roots -- Much of Judaism as we know it today de-
veloped after the completion of the last books of 
the Hebrew Bible. The statutes of Mosaic Law un-
derwent significant reinterpretation. The political, 
social, and cultural environments in which Jews found 
themselves in the centuries following the canoniza-
tion of the Bible required a constant revision and 
reconsideration of what it meant to be Jewish. Inno-
vations were treated as if each new practice or be-
lief had already been incorporated in the divine 

revelation to Moses at Sinai. 

Lecture 2: New Challenges in the Late Biblical Pe-
riod -- From the moment the Second Temple was 
consecrated in 515 BCE until its destruction in 70 CE, 
there were four major stages of political control in 
the Land of Israel; the Persian, Hellenistic, and Ro-
man Empires, as well as the short-lived Jewish king-
dom founded by the Hasmoneans, each made a 
unique contribution to the internal life of Jews under 
their control, in Israel as well as in the Diaspora. 
Many of the dilemmas encountered by Jews living 
today in the Diaspora were addressed by their an-

cestors in the post-biblical period. 

Talmud study will recommence on Shabbat, Novem-

ber 17.  

Gevarim  
Andrew Reamer  
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 Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments 

October 5, 2018  

Scott Lasensky & Elise Pressma  

Alexander Laufer & Jennifer 
Siegel Laufer 

Jen Lav & Susan Gilvin  

Michael & Iris Lav 

Mitchell Lazarus & Judith 
Shapiro 

Beverly Lehrer 

Elihu Leifer 

Ken & Rachel Lemberg 

Mark & Ilene Levine  

Steve LeVine & Nuri Nurlyba-
yeva 

Wylie & Kim Levone  

Mark Lewis & Janet Nesse 

Martin Libicki & Denise Mazorow  

Dan Liebman & Lis Davis 

Lisa Traiger  

Michael Linden & Rebecca 
Melsky   

Fred Lipschultz & Rabbi Devorah 
    Lynn  

John & Lynne List 

John Lister 

Sara Luterman  

October 19, 2018  

Oscar & Amy Mann  

Stephen Marcus & Renee Mata-
lon 

Ilana Marmon & Paul McLeary  

Joseph & Paula Martin 

Robert Mathis & Tali Stopak-
Mathis 

David & Carla Matusow 

Rachel & Jackson McClam 

Tobi McFarland 

Allison & Colin McMillan  

David & Janice Mehler 

Stephen Meltzer 

Ethan Merlin & Joelle Novey 

David & Dana Mermelstein 

Adam Messinger & Kira Plagge  

Sarah & Rachel Meytin 

Josephine Mickelson 

Michael & Barbara Milton 

Emily & Adil Moiduddin 

Jessica Morris  

Ken Morris & Terri Zall 

Jerry & Sharon Muller 

November 2, 2018  

Jonah & Stephanie Murdock 

Myron Murdock & Judy Herzog-
 Murdock 

Beth Naftalin 

Ray & Adele Natter 

Ari Ne’eman and Ruti Regan  

Sheridan & Dana Neimark 

Michael H. New & Linda 
Turnowski  

Stephen Nelson & Leslie Good-
man- Malamuth 

Jeffrey & Lauren Nosanov  

David Ogilvie & Miriam Lederer  

Lee & Hedy Ohringer 

Sarah Osborne 

Jessica & Jonathan Panikoff  

Larry Paul & Joye Newman 

Perry & Fylis Peckham 

Daniel Pederson & Dafna Spear 

David Pelzer & Ellie Tiemann  

Melissa Perera 

Adam & Jessica Perlmutter 

Jeff & Cynthia Peterman 

Michael Pitch & Elaine Weiss 

Joshua Pitlick & Janet Blank 

November 16, 2018  

Jonah & Stephanie Murdock 

David & Laurel Rabin 

Glenn Rapoport  

Jacqueline Ratner 

Andrew Reamer 

Sanford & Shelley Reback 

Arnold & Naomi Revzin 

Ruth Reynolds 

Kelly & Stephen Rickard  

Howard Riker & Danielle Glosser 

Morris & Judy Rodenstein 

Joseph Rofrano & Lynn Golub-  
 Rofrano 

Charles Rombro & Pamela 
Stone 

Chris Romer & Amy Nelson  

Elliot Rosen & Sharon Cohen 

Andrew Roshwalb & Jackelyn 
 Lopez Roshwalb 

Aviel Roshwald & Alene Moyer 

Ari Roth & Kate Schecter 

Nancy Roth 

Marc Rothenberg & Ivy Baer 

November 23, 2018  

Robert Rovinsky & Renana 
 Brooks 

David & Stephanie Rubin 

Howard & Hannah Rubin 

Stephen & Jill Saletta  

Mark & Diann Saltman 

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker 

Eric & Shira Schechtman 

Michael & Mical Schneider 

Keith Secular & Susan Catler 

Paul Seltman & Jeanne Ireland 

Hershel & Judith Shanks   

David & Lois Shapiro  

Phillip & Ruth Shapiro 

Yvonne Shashoua & Yochanan 
 Sullivan 

Noam Shelef & Deborah Quint 
 Shelef  

(Continued on page 19) 
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Jaclyn Shettler & Aaron Marx  

Randy Showstack & Michele Za-
dor  

Nathaniel Shyovitz  

Richard & Marjorie Siegel 

November 30, 2018  

Morton Simon 

David & Rona Siskind 

Aaron & Reva Snow 

Steven Solomon & Cara Lichten
 stein  

Jamie Sorge & Malki Karkowsky  

Sarah Sorscher & Marcus Hedrick  

Louis & Madge Lee Specter  

Barry & Sari Siegel Spieler 

Jeffrey & Julie Steinberg 

Michael Stempel & Sheryl Frank  

Abby & Samantha Holtz  

Steven Stoller  

Jack Stone & Wilma Brier 

Herman & Malka Stopak 

Michael & Michelle Strollo  

Edwin Stromberg & Rose Ellen 
 Halper 

Shelley Sturman 

Friday Night Minyan Assignments (continued) 
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October Highlights at Tifereth Israel 
 

     October 6     SHALEM program on Taking the Fear out of Visiting the Sick, with   

                 Rabbi Devorah Lynn.  1:15 pm following Kiddush 

 

     October 7     Sexual Harassment and Worse in the Community.  Panel          

                 sponsored by Kol Nashim, 10:15 am ry 

 

     October 7     Movie Nite@TI, showing Doing Jewish: A Story from Ghana, 7:30    

                 pm in the Berch Library 

 

     October 16    KN Book Club. Reading is Rachel Kadish’s The Weight of Ink,       

                   7:30  pm 

 

     October 20     SHALEM for HIAS’ National Refugee Shabbat. 1:15 pm following     

                 Kiddush 

 

     October 26-27 Visiting Scholar Rabbi Brent Spodek.  Shabbat dinner and learning   

                 Oct 26, drash and meditative hike through Rock Creek Park Oct 27 

       

For further details on these and other TI events go to our website at www.Tifereth-Israel.org,  

           Facebook at www.facebook.com/TiferethIsrael, or Twitter at www.twitter.com/TiferethDC.  

http://www.tifereth-israel.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TiferethIsrael
http://www.twitter.com/TiferethDC
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Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman  

The KN Book Group met in August to select books 
for the coming year of reading.  Members brought 
their favorites and suggestions, and we selected 
readings through February.   

For our October 16th meeting at the home of 
Paula Flicker we will read The Weight of Ink, by 
Rachel Kadish.  Set in London of the 1660s and of 
the early twenty-first century, The Weight of Ink is 
the interwoven tale of two women of remarkable 
intellect: Ester Velasquez, an emigrant from 
Amsterdam who is permitted to scribe for a blind 
rabbi, just before the plague hits the city; and 
Helen Watt, an ailing historian with a love of 
Jewish history. 

When Helen is summoned by a former student to 
view a cache of newly discovered seventeenth-
century Jewish documents, she enlists the help of 
Aaron Levy, an American graduate student as 
impatient as he is charming, and embarks on one 
last project: to determine the identity of the 
documents' scribe, the elusive "Aleph."  

The general idea and structure may be similar to 
A.S. Byatt’s Possession, but in Kadish’s hands it 
succeeds again.  Plus this one has far more 17th-
century Jewishness in it than anything Byatt ever 
wrote. 

Easily available in paperback or electronic form.  
There are many copies at the MoCo library, but 
also many holds.  Reserve now to ensure you can 
finish this long book but compelling book in time. 

On November 13th (a week early to avoid 
Thanksgiving collision) we meet at the home of 
John and Lynne List to discuss High Noon, the 
Hollywood Blacklist and the Making of an American 
Classic, nonfiction by Glenn Frankel.  High Noon is 
a classic tale of moral courage, but it was made in 

the toxic atmosphere of the Hollywood blacklist 
and the activities of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee.  Film historian Glenn Frankel 
profiles the times, the movie and its message in this 
fascinating and revealing book.  Frankel presents 
a gripping and coherent picture of the corrupt 
politics, paranoia and fear mongering that drove 
Hollywood studio heads to capitulate to anti-
Communist witch-hunters - and gives full weight to 
the anti-Semitism that underlay much of the Red 
Scare.     

On December 18th we read The Mystics of Mile 
End, a novel by Sigal Samuel.  

On January 15th we read The Lemon Tree: an 
Arab, a Jew, and the heart of the Middle 
East.  Nonfiction by Sandy Tolan on the 
relationship between an Arab family and the 
Jewish family who moved into the former home of 
the Arab family.  Not quite what you’d expect 
from that description. 

On February 19th we read Eternal Life, a novel by 
Dara Horn.  While some of her earlier novels 
seemed slightly formulaic or didn’t live up to their 
interesting premises, this one is a breakthrough in 
my opinion and includes some genuine humor.  The 
plot concerns a woman who, in trade for sparing 
her young son’s life, takes on the burden of living 
eternally.  The father of her son has a form of 
eternal life as well, and we see how they work this 
out over the ages.  It turns out that one can’t get 
away with eternal life forever. 

Please let me know if you can host any of the later 
meetings, and I look forward to seeing many of 
you there.  Keep in mind that meetings are open to 
everyone, including people who have not finished 
or even started the book.  We start at 7:30 and 
go until about 9pm. 
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Donations 

BUILDING PRESERVATION FUND 

Donor                   

Larry & Lise Bram 

Ari Ne’eman & Ruti Regan 

GENERAL FUND 

Donor  

Zachary Weinstein 

Donor                  In memory of 

Fredda Bisman Rhoda Sherman 
        Sumka Steinberg 

Rose & Aurelio Bruzzo Florence Einhorn 

James & Winifred Coggins George Greenberg 

David & Judith Cohen Florence Einhorn 

David & Judith Cohen Princeton Lyman 

Bruce Einhorn Florence Einhorn 

Myrna Goldman Lawrence Bardack 

Stephen & Shelly Heller Florence Einhorn 

Robert & Hazel Keimowitz George Greenberg 

Colleen Meiman George Greenberg 

Adam Messinger & Kira Plagge Florence Einhorn 

Bernie Shleien Princeton Lyman 

Howard & Michele Sumka Princeton Lyman 

Jonathan & Catherine Tuerk Rhoda Sherman 
   Sumka Steinberg 

Howard & Barbara White Helen Stern 

Howard & Barbara White Princeton Lyman 

Howard & Barbara White Florence Einhorn 

Howard & Barbara White Rhoda Sherman 
   Sumka Steinberg 

Louise Wiener Florence Einhorn 

Louise Wiener Rhoda Sherman 
   Sumka Steinberg 

Louise Wiener George Greenberg 

Donor                  In honor of 

David & Janice Mehler  Howard & Barbara        
   White’s great-                   
   granddaughter 

Howard & Barbara White Bill & Miriam Galston’s 
                                                          50

th
 wedding                             

                                                          anniversary 

Jonina Duker Dana Beyer 

Jonina Duker Simcha Kuritzky 

HELPING HANDS COMMITTEE 

Donor                  In memory of 

Myrna Goldman Florence Einhorn 

Alan & Cyndy Weitz Florence Einhorn 

Donor                  In honor of 

Howard & Michele Sumka Susan Catler 

MARVIN KAPLAN SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Donor                  In memory of 

Miriam Davidson Florence Einhorn 

Joseph & Rachel Firschein Princeton Lyman 

Naomi Freeman & Morris Klein Princeton Lyman 

Eugene & Esther Herman Rita Alterman 

Eugene & Esther Herman Larry Bardack 

Eugene & Esther Herman Rhoda Sherman 
   Sumka Steinberg 

Eugene & Esther Herman Helen Stern 

Eugene & Esther Herman George Greenberg 

Eugene & Esther Herman Princeton Lyman 

Michael & Lisa Kraft Princeton Lyman 

Lee & Hedy Ohringer George Greenberg 

Donor                  In honor of 

Eugene & Esther Herman Sam Hyman 

Eugene & Esther Herman Galya Diamond-     
  Berman 

Edward Koren & Claudine  Shelly Heller  
   Schweber  

Michael & Lisa Kraft Eugene & Esther  
   Herman’s 60

th
  

   wedding 
   anniversary  

MOLLIE BERCH LIBRARY FUND 

Donor                  In memory of 

Myrna Goldman Rhoda Sherman 
   Sumka Steinberg 

Naomi Freeman and Morris Klein Rhoda Sherman 
   Sumka Steinberg 

Anthony & Toba Hausner  Rhoda Sherman 
   Sumka Steinberg 

Louise Kelley & Jessica  
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Donations (continued) 

  Weissman  Rhoda Sherman  

   Sumka Steinberg  

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Donor                  In honor of 

Sharon Cohen & Elliot Rosen Ray Natter 

TORAH REPAIR FUND 

Donor                  In memory of 

Christie & Mitch Miller Edward Eisenberg 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

Donor                  In memory of 

Bruce & Laurie Berger Arthur Berger 

Bruce & Laurie Berger Max Gurewitz 

Anita Bollt & Steven Kalish Lena Jacobs Morris 

Sharon Brown Bernard Jason 

Sharon Brown N. Mitchell Jason 

Sharon Brown Sol Brown 

Sharon Brown Max Jasinowsky 

David & Judith Cohen Sarah Levine 

David & Judith Cohen Rachel Cohen 

Louise Davidson B.H. Davidson 

Harvey Fernbach Nirmala Khot 
   Fernbach 

Julie Greenspoon Harry Naiman 

Sally Hausman & Eli Nadel Edward Boorstein 

Louise Kelley & Jessica  Jack Weissman 
   Weissman 

Martin Kessel & Gail Robinson Princeton Lyman  

Dennis & Nancy King Sidney Banner 

Dennis & Nancy King Theodora Perry 

Lillian Kronstadt Harry H. Naiman 

Ellen Kruglak Sidney Banner 

Beth Naftalin Sid Scherling 

Stephen & Freda Resnick Alan Lopatin 

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker Sophie Schainker 

Jo-Dine Simon David Simon 

Peggy Simon A. Hiram Simon 

Louis & Madge Lee Spector I. Al Spector 

Louis & Madge Lee Spector Mollie Spector 

Louis & Madge Lee Spector Sandra S. Cohen 

Louis & Madge Lee Spector Janet Spector 

Louis & Madge Lee Spector Marjorie Axel 

Louis & Madge Lee Spector Corey Axel 

Howard & Michele Sumka Louis Jack Stahl 

YIZKOR DONATIONS 

Donor                  In memory of 

Melissa Perera Abraham Perera 

Melissa Perera Evelyn Perera 

The Menorah is here for you.  We run plenty of notices about TI events, and we make sure you know 

when your Friday night minyan assignment is coming up.  We print as many photos as we can of TI-ers 

enjoying each others’ company or engaged in social action.  We let you know what’s new in the library, 

and we list donations.  We run a variety of articles on Jewish-related topics by our members. 

All of that’s all right, but there must be more, don’t you think? 

What do you want to see in the Menorah?  What topics should be covered?  Is there a topic you want to 

talk about, but don’t think it’s suitable for a drash (or you might dread public speaking)?  Please let me 

know, or just send me an article.  I’ll be happy to help you with your draft if you like, or leave it alone 

except for copy editing if you prefer.  You can find me at kiddush or email me at menorah@tifereth-

israel.org.  I look forward to hearing from you. 

It’s Your Menorah  

Jessica Weissman (Menorah Editor) 
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Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the 
following haverim, Rabbi Seidel,  or the TI  
office (202-882-1605).  

 
 Shelly Heller         h: 301-942-1836 
                   w: 202-994-5906  
 

 Marcia Goggin      h: 301-593-8480      
                 w: 301-754-1963 
 

 Bruce Heppen      h: 301-299-3255 
                 c: 202-997-1890 
                 w: 703-417-8983 
 

 Robert Rovinsky     h: 202 237 1036 
                 c: 202 815 8707  

Yvonne Shashoua/Yochanan Sullivan Wedding   

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983

