
 

   The Menorah  

  Tifereth Israel Congregation             June 2018      Sivan/Tammuz 5778    

July 4th Parade        4 

Election Results       5 

Himmelfarb Happenings  6 

Better Together Program 7 

Kol Nashim Book Club    8  

Full Moon Hike       9 

Nayes un Mekhayes      12 

Gevarim              15 

Friday Night Minyan  

   Assignments        16 

B’nai Mitzvah           17 

My First Shemira       17 

USY and Kadima       19 

Israelis, Palestinians,  

  and Reconciliation      20 

Hebrew Magic Squares   22 

Kol Nashim          25 

Donations           26 
 
*  On-line readers can click the 
title of an article to go directly to 
that article 

Inside This Issue* 

President’s Column:  Stan Dorn 

Change in TI’s Funeral Payment Policy 

I hope all’s well for you and yours, with wonderful summer plans falling into place.  

Fresh off celebrating the bat mitvah of my amazing niece, Nava Feldman, I’m re-

minded of the centrality of life cycle events to a Jewish community. Together we 

kvell at births and bnei mitzvot, dance at weddings, mourn 

at funerals, and comfort the bereaved.  

This month’s column focuses on a different point in the life 

cycle. I’d like to let you know about a change in TI’s funeral 

payment policy, proposed by the Funeral Practices Commit-

tee and approved by the Board at its March meeting. The 

new policy goes into effect on July 1. 

Current Policy 

For the benefit of area congregations, the Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of 

Greater Washington (JFPCGW) has arranged a highly discounted contract rate 

that covers the cost of a plain pine box, tahara (ritual purification of the body), 
(Continued on page 2) 

Notes from the Rabbi:  Ethan Seidel 

Reaching out to the Intermarried (and those about to be)   

 The Rabbinical Assembly has been wrestling anew with the question of intermar-

riage.  When I was at the RA annual convention in April, 

we had a whole session devoted to it, with presentations, 

heartfelt discussion, and breakout sessions.  Given the con-

versations I participated in, and the speeches I heard, my 

guess is that imminent change to the rule forbidding Con-

servative Rabbis to perform intermarriages is unlikely.  

There are certainly some who wish the change, but my 

sense is that they are a small minority, at least for now.  

But who knows that the future will bring? 
(Continued on page 3) 
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burial shrouds, and transportation of the deceased to 

the funeral home, funeral service, and cemetery.  

Years ago, TI decided that the congregation would 

pay these up-front costs, on behalf of the family. This 

membership benefit has sometimes been termed a 

“free funeral.” Despite this label, TI’s leadership ex-

pected that most families benefiting from the syna-

gogue’s payment would make donations to the Fu-

President’s Column (continued) 
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neral Practices Fund that let TI recoup its outlays. TI’s 

leaders also anticipated that some families would 

make donations that exceeded the JFPCHGW rate, 

filling the gap for TI members who were unable to 

make full payments.  

In practice, this policy has encountered challenges. 

Members of the TI’s Funeral Practices Committee 

generally visit bereaved families after the conclu-

sion of shloshim (30 days of initial mourning) and 

discuss the expectation of repayment, which some-

times involves an unpleasant reminder or uncomfort-

able conversation. Since replenishing the fund is a 

voluntary payment rather than a compulsory charge, 

some families have had problems accessing the es-

tate to cover burial costs. Contributions to the Funer-

al Fund have often fallen short of synagogue out-

lays, sometimes causing the fund to operate in the 

red.  

New policy 

The new policy approved by the Board will have TI 

take the same approach used by all other syna-

gogues in the DC area. Members will continue to get 

the benefit of JFPCGW-negotiated reduced rates, 

but TI will bill the family for those costs. The Funeral 

Fund will continue to serve as a resource for families 

who are struggling financially or face other circum-

stances that make payment a challenge. In the 

words of the Funeral Practices Committee, this new 

policy is “more direct” and provides “simpler ac-

counting.” 

Here’s hoping for a wonderful, joyous, peaceful 

summer!  

B’shalom. 

Stan 
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 Visits from Rabbi Seidel 

Are you homebound, or hospital-bound, and would like a visit from Rabbi Seidel? Or do you know of someone in 
the congregation who could use such a visit?  Please let Rabbi Seidel know, either by phone at 202-882-1605 x 

302, or by email at tirabbi@tifereth-israel.org. 

Thanking Tutors in the Shepherd Tutoring Program 

What is clear is that the vast majority of us Con-

servative Rabbis, myself included, are looking for 

ways to be more helpful to couples who have inter-

married, or are planning to intermarry.  We want to 

know: how can we be of help, short of performing 

the actual ceremony?   

From being listening ears, to being teachers, to giv-

ing counsel about raising Jewish children – we can 

offer many of the same services we offer inmarried 

couples.  We worry that because of our stance on 

performing an intermarriage, there are some who 

imagine we want nothing to do with the couple.  

While this may well have been true to some extent 

decades ago, it is surely not our approach now. 

So I ask you help in this matter, in two ways.   

1. If there are things I could be doing better in this 

regard, let me know.  Whether it be actions I 

could take, or an attitude I could project, or par-

ticular folks to whom you think I could reach out: I 

want to hear about it. 

2. Spread the word.  Let folks know (who may think 

otherwise) that I’m here to help.  Encourage them 

to speak with me. 

I appreciate whatever you can do in this regard. 

 

Rabbi Seidel 

With the close of the school year, we mark the end 

of another successful year of the Tifereth Israel/

Shepherd Tutoring Program. TI’s Social Action 

committee has sponsored the tutoring program for 

the past 20 years.  

During the school year, tutors and Shepherd 

Elementary School students meet at TI on Sundays 

from 5 - 6pm and work together to reinforce what 

the elementary school students have been learning 

in school. It is a rewarding program for students 

and tutors. Tutors include pre-Bnai Mitzvah students, 

teens and adults. 

This year’s tutors include – Zachary Bressler, 

Elizabeth Carp, Julius Cohen, Nava Feldman, Seth 

Feldman, Bruce Friedland, Jenny Goldstein, Jacob 

Gotthelf, Beryl Hovis-Afflerbach, Ari Hovis-

Afflerbach, Briana Jacobs, Sofia Jaime, Gabriella 

Kurtzer, Rich Kruger, Jonas Laufer, Ilana LeVine, 

Shirah Lister, Jonathan Morris, Chuck Rombro, Scott 

Shoreman, Danielle Showstack, Reut Skromne, Isaac 

Snow, Pam Stone, Dave Wachtel and Sonya 

Weiner. 

To sign up for next year, go to  

http://tinyurl.com/ShepherdTutor.  

If you have questions or would like to help run the 

program next year, speak to any of this year’s 

organizers – Dave Wachtel, Pam Stone, Chuck 

Rombro, Jenny Goldstein or Susan Catler. 

Rabbi’s Column (continued) 

mailto:tirabbi@tifereth-israel.org
http://tinyurl.com/ShepherdTutor
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Tifereth Israel is excited to be participating in the 

Takoma Park 4th of July Parade this summer. We’ve 

done it three times – four years ago and the last two 

years – and it was great fun. (In 2015 July 4 was on 

Shabbat.) We’re ready to go again with Rabbi 

Seidel  juggling as we march. 

The route is short – 1.25 miles – and takes about 30 

to 45 minutes to march.  Strollers are welcome and 

families with young children are encouraged to par-

ticipate for as much of the route as you can. 

This year we will again have a TI T-shirt for marchers 

to wear.  Marchers can purchase one for $10. They 

are $15 for non-marchers! (Editor’s note:  Last year 

the T-shirts were beautiful and well worth either price.) 

The parade participants arrive at 9am and the pa-

rade is over by noon. We will have a banner and 

will march as a group on Wednesday July 4th (there 

is no rain date for the parade).  If you are interested 

in marching, please fill out the form at http://

tinyurl.com/TI-TPJuly4Parade so we can get as-

sembly information and T-shirts to you.  

And if you aren’t able to march, but plan on attend-

ing the parade, make sure to cheer us as we go by! 

TI Will March in the Takoma Park 4th of July Parade 

Susan Catler 

How we looked in 2017 - note the super duper T-shirts. 

Join us for an even bigger even better contingent in 2018. 

http://tinyurl.com/TI-TPJuly4Parade
http://tinyurl.com/TI-TPJuly4Parade
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The Tifereth Israel Annual Meeting, held on Wednesday, May 30, 2018,was well attended - 69 members of 

the Congregation signed in. The members present elected the Officers and Trustees who will serve for the next 

year, and At-Large Members of the Board of Directors who will serve for various terms. Members also voted 

to adopt the basic annual dues, as recommended by the Board, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 

2018.Terms for the Officers, Board Members, and Trustees elected at the 2018 Annual Meeting began on 

May 31, 2018. They were formally installed during Shabbat morning services on June 2, 2018.  

Dues for 2018-2019 

After a presentation on the budget by Financial Vice President Sylvia Horwitz, the members present voted to 

accept the dues recommendation of the Board, that the basic annual dues for each adult increase $58 to 

$1,550.  

Election Results 

These Officers, Board members, and Trustees were elected: 

 

 

 

 

Notes 

1. Bold indicates individuals 

new to the position 

2. The Immediate Past President 
is not an elected position; it is 
filled by virtue of a prior elec-
tion. There was no vote on that 
position or on the At-Large Board 
members who were previously 
elected with terms that expire in 

2019 and 2020. 

3. Trustees are elected, but they 
are not Officers and do not serve 

on the Board.  

 

Tifereth Israel Annual Meeting Results 
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Celebrating the end of school!  

June 3rd will be our last day of school for this academic year. To celebrate, the PTA has organized a fabu-

lous day for the whole family. This year we will start the day at 9:15 AM as usual, but after tefillah with the 

Rabbi, students will participate in fun activities, such as slime making & design your own t-shirt and outdoor 

sports fun with soccer and basketball knockout games. At the same time, parents will be meeting in the exhibi-

tion room for coffee and schmoozing. At 10:30 everyone will come together in the sanctuary for our end of 

year program and then we will enjoy a ‘cereal bar’ brunch. High schoolers are invited to hang out after the 

event for a master chef desert bake off with our USY advisor, Adam.  For more information and to register: 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/family-fun-festival.html# 

Thank you to our dedicated staff for a wonderful year 

Gan – Morah Silvia, Madrich Eitan & Madricha Naomi 

Alef/Bet – Morah Lemberg, Morah Eti & Madricha Eliyah 

Gimel – Morah Hindy & Madrichot Mira & Allegra  

Daled – Morah Rachel & Madricha Danielle 

Hey/Vav – Moreh Shay, Moreh Steve, Madricha Shira & Madrich Aidan 

Jr. Chai – Rabbi Seidel 

Chai School – Moreh Jonathan & Madrich Jacob 

Chugim: Morah Lisa & Morah Fylis 

Administrative Assistant: Elisha & Shoshana 

Facilities: Steve & Cheryl 

Registration for 2018-2019  

Registration is open for the 2017-2018 school year. For more information or to register: https://

tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/school2018 

Marvin Caplan Park Plaque Dedication 
Saturday, June 16, 2018, 2:00 PM will be the dedication ceremony for Marvin Caplan Park’s new memorial plaque.  

Shepherd Park resident and TI member Marvin Caplan founded Neighbors Inc., which led the battle to stop block 

busting and to make our area a diverse community. Caplan was the Executive Director of the Leadership Conference on 

Civil Rights for 18 years and a major strategist of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, the 

Housing Rights Act of 1968 and Title Nine. 

The ceremony is the formal dedication of a plaque listing his many accomplishments. Speakers will include Wade 

Henderson Caplan’s successor at the Conference among others. 

Join us to commemorate one of TI's most notable members.  The park is at Alaska, Geranium, and 13th St NW.  If you’d 

like to help out, contact Carl Bergmann (carl@slvrsft.com). 

Himmelfarb Happenings 

Rina Rebibo 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/family-fun-festival.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/school2018
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/school2018
mailto:carl@slvrsft.com?subject=Marvin%20Caplan%20Plaque%20Dedication
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Better Together Program 

Rina Rebibo 

Approximately 50 people attended the culminating dinner for the Better Together program, (see photo). 

Participants and their families were invited to join us on Sunday, May 6th for Greek food and an end of 

year digital presentation. We also distributed the personal memory cookbook which included recipes, 

photos & stories from our participants.  The recipes were elicited from our participants during our monthly 

programs throughout the academic year. Overall, the Better Together program fostered inter-generational 

bonds and lifetime memories. Among the favorite experiences was going to Gary Rosenthal’s studio where 

pairs made three mezuzot. Each person was able to keep one mezuzah for themselves and the third was 

donated to Congregation Beth Yeshurun, in Houston, so that they can give them to their members who were 

displaced due to Hurricane Harvey. For 2018-19, 7th graders will be participating as students in the 

Better Together Program. If you are interested in participating as an adult (55+), please email Rina at 

rina@tifereth-israel.org to secure your spot! 

 

June and July/August Birthday/Anniversary Kiddushim  
Share your June, July, or August simcha and help sponsor the birthday/anniversary 

kiddush.  Your name on a cake in squiggly icing!  Your birthday or anniversary in the 

bulletin and mentioned in the announcements!  

Sign up to sponsor at: www.tinyurl.com/TIbday  

    June 2nd - deadline: noon on Wednesday, May 30th 

    July 28th - deadline: noon on Wednesday, July 25th 

mailto:rina@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Better%20Together
http://www.tinyurl.com/TIbday
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Kol Nashim Book Club 
Jessica Weissman 

At our May meeting we discussed Sholem Aleichem’s 
Tevye stories, which formed the basis of Fiddler on 
the Roof.  By coincidence, our meeting was two days 
after Sholem Aleichem’s 102nd yahrzeit.  Discussion 
ranged widely, as everyone in attendance was either 
a daughter or a father and thus could relate either to 
Tevye or his daughters.  The Tevye of the stories is as 
garrulous and original a character as the Tevye of 
Fiddler.  He also quotes and misquotes Torah and the 

liturgy in clever ways to make his points. 

On June 19th we meet at the home of Jennifer Kefer 
to read Lucette Lagnado’s Man in the White Sharkskin 
Suit.  This is a memoir of the author’s early life in 
Egypt and of how she and her prosperous, prominent 
family made the transition to Paris and then to Ameri-
ca when they were forced to leave Egypt.  Her fa-
ther, the man in the white sharkskin suit,  had a partic-

ularly difficult time.  It’s a fascinating story, well told.   

Library copies are plentiful in area public libraries,  
and the TI library also has the book. It’s also easy to 

find in hardback, paperback, and electronic forms. 

Some of the group participated in a previous TI read 
of the book, but all agreed it would stand up to an-

other discussion after 10 years or so.   

Everyone is welcome, including those who have not 

finished or even started the book.  Bring your friends!   

RSVP to knbook@tifereth-israel.org so the Kefers can 

scale the snacks. 

July is for fiction.  On July 17th we will discuss a re-
cent book of linked short stories by Amos Oz entitled 
Scenes from Village Life.  Printed and electronic cop-
ies are available in local libraries, and the book is 
easily available for purchase in both forms as well.  

Contact me if you can host this meeting. 

In August we will have a freestyle meeting, which is a 
fancy name for coming to my house and talking 
about books.  We won’t be doing formal book pick-
ing then, but it’s a chance to get some attention for 

your favorite books. 

 

Remembering Audrey Smith Z"L – More than a yard sale! 
Now through June 3rd  

 
A few of the hundreds of items in the Audrey Smith Collection 

Photo by Jevera Temsky 

TI members are invited to purchase items from a 

gently curated selection of treasures from the 

Audrey Smith Collection. This amazing array of 

scarves, jewelry boxes, cookbooks, purses, clothing, 

note cards, candles, shoes and MORE is on display in 

the Exhibition Room through June 1st. On Sunday, 

June 3rd, depending on the weather, the sale will 

continue either in the Exhibition Room or outside. 

This is more than just a yard sale! It is an opportunity 

to choose something that reminds you of Audrey and 

her joie de vivre. If you did not know Audrey, come 

see the collection to get a sense of her flair and 

style. Buyers decide on a fair price for their items 

and all proceeds will be donated to TI. 

mailto:knbook@tifereth-israel.org?subject=I'm%20coming%20to%20the%20March%20book%20club%20meeting
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Italian Synagogue Photos 
Photos by Jim Zurer 

These two photos show a synagogue in Gorizia, Italy near the Slovenian border, taken during the Zurer’s 

recent trip. 
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April Full Moon Hike 
John List 

On April 29, five TI’ers (Claudine; Jenn; Elaine; Susan and Harry) joined John List for another Full Moon 

Hike (FMH) in Rock Creek Park. The moon was full and bright in a cloudless sky and rose above the tree-

tops at about 9pm for perfect viewing in 50 degree temperature. The timing gave us the opportunity to 

Count the Omer for the 30th Day in a glorious setting. At the half-way point in our 3 mile hike we engage 

in a brief milk v. dark chocolate debate (not yet to the level of the famous hamentashen v. latke debates). 

TI’ers strongly favored dark chocolate. Join us next time! 

Photo by John List 

Premiere of “Tefilat Shalom LeShiv’im Shanah: A Prayer for Israel at 70” 

by Ari Sussman, recipient of Zemer Chai’s Young Composers Grant 

Zemer Chai, The Jewish Chorus of the Nation’s Capital, will present Sing It Forward! Masterpieces of the Past 
and Classics Soon to Be on Sunday, June 10th, 2018 at 4 p.m. at Congregation Beth El of Montgomery 
County, 8215 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, Maryland.  TI’ers Alan Weitz, Carla Ellern, and Lisa Itkin are 

members. 

The concert will celebrate master composers of the past and recognize gifted new composers. “These works 
weave together, creating the vibrant tapestry of our living Jewish culture,” said Eleanor Epstein, the artistic 

director of Zemer Chai. 

The program includes the premiere of “Tefilat Shalom LeShiv’im Shanah: A Prayer for Israel at 70” by Ari 
Sussman, the recipient of Zemer Chai’s Young Composers Grant. The concert will feature Cantors Asa Fradkin 

and Natasha Hirschhorn and include the Washington premiere of Cantor Hirschhorn’s composition, “Ilu Finu.” 
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Nakhes Fun Kinder and General Mispoche News 
Dept. 

Dori Gillman reports that on December 31, 2017, 

the Gillman family - Dori, Mike, Max, and Sam 

Heimowitz flew to India for 11 days.  This fantastic 

bucket list trip for Dori took them to Delhi, Varanasi 

(Mecca for Buddhists), Agra (Taj Mahal), and Jaipur. 

In February, Sam Heimowitz received high praise on 

the Eisenhower stage of the Kennedy Center from 

Savion Glover.  A true honor. 

Both Max and Sam will be receiving DC Seals of 

Biliteracy, Max for French, and Sam for Chinese. 

On June 15 and 16, Capitol Tap, the DC tap youth 

ensemble of which Max and Sam are members, will 

have their own show at Dance Place.  Please come if 

you can! 

Aylat Lifshitz, daughter of Lisa Traiger, graduated 

with honors from Towson University in May. She re-

ceived a degree in special education and middle 

school math. This summer Aylat will work as a counse-

lor in the Atzma'im special needs program at Capital 

Camps in Waynesboro, Pa. In August, she moves to 

Boston, where she has accepted a position with Ya-

chad, The National Jewish Council for Disabilities.  

Meh Fort (Travels) 

Myrna Goldman went to her grandniece's Bat Mitz-

vah in suburban Philadelphia in early May. Lilli Klei-

man did very well, of course, and it was fun to spend 

time with family. Myrna and the other great aunt, 

Myrna's sister Sharon, presented Lilli with a tallit.  

Mark and Mona Berch went on A Jewish Heritage 

trip to Greece, run by the Melton Center. They visited 

Jewish communities in Athens, Volos, Thessaloniki, La-

rissa and Ioannina, and also visited a synagogue in 

Veria. Some of these synagogues are Sephardi, oth-

ers are Romaniote. They also got to see historic 

Greek places such as the Agora, Vergina, Meteora, 

Acropolis, and Makrinitsa. This was a very education-

ally oriented tour, which came with a marvelous 

reader full of source materials, and they learned a 

lot about the intertwining of Greek and Jewish histo-

ry. 

Dergraychungn (Accomplishments) 

On May 13, Bruce J. Berger graduated with a Mas-

ter of Fine Arts (MFA) in Creative Writing from Amer-

ican University, where he began his studies following 

a 40-year career as an attorney. His Master’s Thesis 

is a Holocaust-related novel entitled Kal Ganis of Ka-

vala, for which he is now in search of a literary 

agent. At American, he has studied with novelists 

Stephanie Grant, Dolen Perkins-Valdez, and Patricia 

Park. He is also an Adjunct Professor in American’s 

Writing Studies Program and teaches College Writ-

ing to freshmen.  

Arthur Friedman reports that Zoë Friedman won 

first prize in the Apex Learning Virtual school 2018 

(Continued on page 13) 

Nayes un Mekhayes for TI’ers 
Diana Zurer 
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Poetry Contest! Judges considered diction, theme, 

and musicality/rhythm when selecting her poem from 

over 175 submissions. The judges noted that her 

"word choice, theme, and use of imagery was poign-

ant". Zoë's poem is entitled, "My great aunt and Alz-

heimer's Disease."  

In addition, Zoë in the MPSSAA 4A North Regional 

Track and Field Championships, finished 2nd in the 

3200 m with an 11:34.83 PR and 4th in the 1600 m 

with a 5:24.33 PR.  Zoë qualifies for the Maryland 

State Track and Field Championship on both time 

and place in the 3200m and on place in the 1600m. 

Mazel Tov! 

Happy News 

TI member Rebeccah Gan is pleased to announce 

that Yahli Francesca Gan was born on April 12, 

2018. Mother and daughter are doing fine!  

Mazel Tov and welcome! 

Sad News 

Robert Stone, father of TI member Pam Stone 

(Chuck Rombro) and grandmother of Elana and 

Adina, died on April 30, 2018. He was 80 and 

passed away peacefully in New York. The funeral 

was  in New York.  

Evelyn Berger, mother of TI member Bruce (Laurie) 

Berger, and grandmother of Martin (An'Drea Taylor) 

Berger and Jean (Eyal) Haim, and great-

grandmother of Kayleigh Berger and Cole Haim, 

died  May 9, 2018, of pneumonia. She was 90. Her 

husband, Arthur Berger, died in 1999. She is also 

survived by her sons Lee (Robin) Berger and Bob 

(Nadine) Berger, and their children, Jesse Berger, 

Amber Transou, and Joshua Berger. Funeral services 

were graveside at Menorah Cemetery, Clifton, New 

Jersey, on Sunday, May 13, 2018.  

Tifereth Israel member Yony (Jonathan) Mazal, hus-

band of Stephanie Mazal and father of Joey 

Mazal, died Friday, May 18, 2018 at age 37 after 

a long battle with cancer. He is also survived by his 

parents, Benjamin and Barbara Mazal, and his 

brother, David (Amanda) Mazal. 

Funeral services were at TI on May 22, 2018 with 

interment  following at Mt. Lebanon Cemetery in 

Adelphi, Maryland.  

Arnold Kritz, father of TI member David (Amy) 

Kritz, and grandfather of Solomon, Adam, Gabriel 

and Isaac, died  April 16, 2018, in Pennsylvania. He 

was 83 and died after a long illness. 

The funeral took place April 17th, in Bethlehem 

Pennsylvania, with burial to follow in Rhode Island. 

May their memories be a blessing. 

In case you didn't know, Gehakte leber iz beser vi 

gehakte tsores means chopped liver is better than 

miserable troubles.  

Your June Yiddish idiom is: Zingen ken ikh nit, ober a 

mayven bin ikh. Please send me your news for the 

July/August Menorah – inquiring minds want to know 

– and kvell.  dzurer@gmail.com. Thanks! 

Nayes un Mekhayes for TI’ers (continued) 

 

mailto:dzurer@gmail.com
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June Highlights at Tifereth Israel 
 
     June 1-2      Rabbi David Golinkin is Scholar in Residence.  Congregational      
                 dinner and post-dinner presentation 7pm June 1.  SHALEM talk on   
                 The Jewish Attitude Toward Civil Disobedience, 1:15 pm following   
                 Kiddush June 2 
 
     June 3       Family Fun Festival celebrating the last day of school.  Activities    
                 start at 9:15 am 
      
     June 9 & 23    Shabbat Talmud Study with Rabbi Seidel 1:15 pm following Kiddush 
 
     June 18      KN Book Club. Reading is Lucette Lagnado’s Man in the White      
                 Sharkskin Suit  7:30 pm at the home of Jennifer and  
 

     June 16        Kosher wine tasting. 5-7 pm at the home of Rabbi and Rachel Seidel.  

                 Register via Shulcloud here: www.tinyurl.com/TIwine618   

            

     June 24         Movie Nite@TI, showing The Women’s Balcony, 7:30 pm  

      

     June 30      SHALEM talk with Dr. Sheryl Frank on the connections between     

                 forgiveness and Jewish wisdom, 1:15 pm following Kiddush 

 
 
 
      
 

For further details on these and other TI events go to our website at www.Tifereth-Israel.org,  
           Facebook at www.facebook.com/TiferethIsrael, or Twitter at www.twitter.com/TiferethDC.  

SHALEM—Jessica Weissman 
June is another bonus month, with two SHALEM talks. 

On June 2nd scholar in residence Rabbi David Golinkin will present a post-Kiddush talk on the Jewish attitude towards 

non-violent protest and civil disobedience: a responsum.   

On June 30th, Sheryl Frank will speak about the connections between forgiveness and Jewish wisdom and will explore 

the concept of forgiveness, how forgiveness helps both the person being forgiven and the person offering forgiveness, 

what constitutes a "good" apology,  when forgiveness is not appropriate, and the impact of not forgiving.  

Sheryl Frank, Ph.D., is a clinical psychologist in private practice, specializing in ADHD, learning struggles as well as 

emotional and behavioral regulation problems.  She provides therapy to children, teens, and adults. Sheryl conducts 

court ordered evaluations of children and teens in the foster care system and participates in school meetings to advocate 

http://www.tinyurl.com/TIwine618
http://www.tifereth-israel.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TiferethIsrael
http://www.twitter.com/TiferethDC
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Shabbat Talmud Study 

Rabbi Seidel completes this year's 
Talmud study of Tractate Berakhot in 
English translation. This tractate is an 
extended discussion of the blessings 
that one recites on various occasions 
over life. We meet on June 9 and 23 
from 1:00 to 2:00 PM in the Reamer 
Chapel. Books are provided. Feel 
free to drop in on our continuing ex-

ploration of the Talmud.  

Movie Nite @ TI 

On Sunday, June 24 at 7:30 PM in 
the Berch Library, Movie Nite@TI will 

show The Women's Balcony (2016).  

When the women’s balcony in an Or-
thodox synagogue in Israel collapses, 
leaving the rabbi’s wife in a coma 
and the rabbi in shock, the congrega-
tion falls into crisis. Charismatic young 
Rabbi David appears to be a savior 
after the accident, but slowly starts 
pushing his fundamentalist ways and 
tries to take control. This tests the 
women’s friendships and creates an 
almost Lysistrata-type rift between 
the community’s women and men. (1 

hour, 36 minutes). 

Video Course: The World of 

Biblical Israel 

Video lectures 23 and 24 on "The 

World of Biblical Israel" will be 
shown on June 3 from 10:30 AM-
12:15 PM in the Berch Li-
brary. Oberlin College Professor 
Cynthia Chapman completes the sec-
tion Reconstituted Judah as the New 
Israel, 538-400 BCE and then the 
course Conclusion. The two lectures 

are:  

National Identity—Twins and Ene-
mies -- Following the experiences of 
conquest, deportation, exile, return, 
and rebuilding, a central focus of Ju-
dean anger was Edom, a small king-
dom east of Israel and Judah. Some 
of the exilic prophets composed ora-
cles of judgment against Edom, simul-
taneously labeling it as cursed by the 
Israelite god and a twin of Jacob, 
Esau. In this association, we see Jude-
ans working through their anger and 
sense of betrayal. Just as Dinah and 
Ruth became figures through which 
Israel renegotiated and debated the 
issues of intermarriage, Esau and the 
traditions surrounding him became the 
site for articulating Israel’s chosenness 
and superiority over Edom, while ac-
knowledging the close cultural and 
historical relationship between the 

two peoples. 

National Identity—Intermarriage: 
One of the most pressing issues for 

the resettled community was that of 
national and communal identity. This 
issue of identity is central not only to 
the compositions that were written 
during the exilic and postexilic peri-
ods but also in the stories of the To-
rah—stories written prior to exile but 
preserved and edited in light of the 
concerns of exile. In this lecture, we 
look at the issue of intermarriage with 
foreigners by examining the remem-
bered story of Dinah and the com-

posed story of Ruth. 

Each session includes an hour of lec-
ture and 45 minutes of discussion led 
by Allan Tulchin, Adult Ed Commit-
tee chair and Shippensburg University 

history professor. 

Kosher Wine Tasting 

Brett Drucker, kosher wine expert and 
Mid-Atlantic representative of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, will 
guide a select 20 people through a 
variety of kosher wines on Shabbat, 
June 16  from 5-7 at the home of 
Rabbi and Rachel Seidel--7604 
Morningside Drive, NW. The event is 

free and donations are requested.  

Regis ter  v ia Shulc loud here  

www.tinyurl.com/TIwine618   

Gevarim  
Andrew Reamer  

for children's educational needs.  Following a JWRP trip to Israel for moms, she became interested in how Jewish ideas 

can be integrated into psychotherapy.   Most recently, she coordinated a symposium for mental health professionals 

entitled Judaism and Psychotherapy: How Jewish Wisdom can Enhance Emotional Well-Being at the JCC of Greater 

Washington. 

If you have an idea for a SHALEM talk, please contact me.  The only requirement is that you convince me that your talk 

has some Jewish content.   I’m notoriously easy to convince, and will be glad to help you develop your topic into a 

SHALEM talk. 

SHALEM - continued 

http://www.tinyurl.com/TIwine618
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 Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments 

June 8, 2018  

Jonah & Stephanie Murdock 

Myron Murdock & Judy Herzog-

Murdock 

Beth Naftalin 

Ray & Adele Natter 

Ari Ne’eman and Ruti Regan  

Sheridan & Dana Neimark 

Michael H. New & Linda Turnowski  

Stephen Nelson & Leslie Goodman-

Malamuth 

Jeffrey & Lauren Nosanov  

David Ogilvie & Miriam Lederer  

Lee & Hedy Ohringer 

Sarah Osborne 

Jessica & Jonathan Panikoff  

Larry Paul & Joye Newman 

Perry & Fylis Peckham 

Daniel Pederson & Dafna Spear 

David Pelzer & Ellie Tiemann  

Melissa Perera 

Adam & Jessica Perlmutter 

Jeff & Cynthia Peterman 

Michael Pitch & Elaine Weiss 

Joshua Pitlick & Janet Blank 

Lisa Plotkin 

June 15, 2018  

David & Laurel Rabin 

Glenn Rapoport  

Jacqueline Ratner 

Andrew Reamer 

Sanford & Shelley Reback 

Naomi Reem 

Arnold & Naomi Revzin 

Ruth Reynolds 

Howard Riker & Danielle Glosser 

Morris & Judy Rodenstein 

Joseph Rofrano & Lynn Golub-

Rofrano 

Charles Rombro & Pamela Stone 

Elliot Rosen & Sharon Cohen 

Andrew Roshwalb & Jackelyn Lopez 

Roshwalb 

Aviel Roshwald & Alene Moyer 

Ari Roth & Kate Schecter 

Nancy Roth 

Marc Rothenberg & Ivy Baer 

June 22, 2018  

Robert Rovinsky & Renana Brooks 

David & Stephanie Rubin 

Howard & Hannah Rubin 

Stephen & Jill Saletta  

Mark & Diann Saltman 

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker 

Eric & Shira Schechtman 

Michael & Mical Schneider 

Keith Secular & Susan Catler 

Paul Seltman & Jeanne Ireland 

Hershel & Judith Shanks   

David & Lois Shapiro  

Phillip & Ruth Shapiro 

Yvonne Shashoua 

Noam Shelef & Deborah Quint 

Shelef  

Jaclyn Shettler & Aaron Marx  

Scott Shoreman & Elizabeth Carp  

Randy Showstack & Michele Zador  

Nathaniel Shyovitz  

Richard & Marjorie Siegel 

David Silber & Eileen Rose  

Yochanan Sullivan  

June 29, 2018  

Morton Simon 

David & Rona Siskind 

Aaron & Reva Snow 

Steven Solomon & Cara Lichten-

stein  

Jamie Sorge & Malki Karkowsky  

Sarah Sorscher & Marcus Hedrick  

Louis & Madge Lee Specter  

Barry & Sari Siegel Spieler 

Jeffrey & Julie Steinberg 

Lois C. Steinberg 

Michael Stempel & Sheryl Frank  

Abby & Samantha Holtz  

Steven Stoller  

Jack Stone & Wilma Brier 

Herman & Malka Stopak 

Michael & Michelle Strollo  

Edwin Stromberg & Rose Ellen 

Halper 

July 6, 2018  

Marc Suddleson & Molly Surden 

Howard & Michele Sumka 

Michael & Adele Sumner  

Gabe & Ruth Tabak  

JT & Naomi Taransky  

Bernard & Daniella Taveau  

Kassahun Teffera & Melke  Men-

giste 

Jevera Temsky 

Glenn & Diane Thrush  

Neil & Rachel Tickner 

Michael Tilchin  

Peter & Rhoda Trooboff 

Paula Tucker 

Jonathan & Cathy Tuerk 

Daniel & Allison Turner  

Michael & Ruth Unterweger 

Mark Verschell & Elizabeth Leff 

Susan Vitale 

(Continued on page 18) 
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B’nai Mitzvah  

I’m Briana Jacobs and I’m in 7th grade at Silver Creek 

Middle School. My bat mitzvah is on June 23. My bat 

mitzvah tutor is Dan Ring and he has really helped me 

learn over the past year. For my bat mitzvah project, I 

am have been doing Shepherd Tutoring and tutoring a 

1st grader.  

I play softball and played on my school team in the fall 

and a different team this spring. I love reading books, 

and I love doing math. I also play the clarinet and bass 

clarinet. I have 2 younger brothers. 

I’m excited to share my bat mitzvah with my friends, 

family and the congregation.  

My First Shemira Experience  
Yony Mazal z"l 

Shemira - (Hebrew: ,שמירהlit. "watching" or "guarding") 
refers to the Jewish religious ritual of watching over the 
body of a deceased person from the time of death until 

burial. 

This past Sunday, from 10p - midnight, I signed up to 
watch over the body of a congregant from Ohr Kodesh 

as she awaited her burial the next morning. 

Reasoning behind this custom? 

Historical - To prevent the desecration of the body prior 
to burial (most commonly by rats). Fortunately, no longer 

a common concern. 

Spiritual - The soul hovers over the body for three (some 
sources say seven) days after death, temporarily lost and 

confused between the stages of death and burial. 

Act of Kindness to Living - Not abandoning the body of 
the deceased before burial gives the mourning family 
members peace of mind that their loved one is being 

assisted in a smooth transition from this life to the next. 

Act of Kindness to the Dead - The ultimate mitzvah (good 

deed) is doing something for someone who cannot repay 
the favor. Watching over the deceased is a perfect 

example. 

My thoughts... It was a powerful experience. I 

basically sat and studied Jewish topics in honor of the 

woman whose coffin was feet away from me. I could 

totally understand how some could see this as spooky, but 

it was far from it. 

What I felt was more along the lines of gratefulness. 

Gratefulness for my own life. And gratefulness for the 

opportunity to celebrate another’s life... a stranger to me, 

but a stranger with a shared religious/cultural heritage. 

Brought together by a ritual I had known little about until 

recently, but intend to practice more regularly moving 

forward. 

(Special thanks to Gidon Van Emden and the Ohr Kodesh 

Chevra Kadisha for the opportunity). 

Editor’s note:  This was posted by Yony Mazal on 
Facebook, September 5, 2017. 
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The Fiscal Year is Almost Over ... 

Friday Night Minyan Assignments—continued 
July 13, 2018  

David Wachtel & Jennifer Goldstein 

Reenie Wagner   

Harry Waldman & Susan Morse 

Philip Wallach & Vera Krimnus  

Marc Warshawsky & Vivian               

Seidner 

Matthew Watson & Ellen Cabot 

Stephanie Weber  

Eric Weiner & Sharon Moshavi 

Zach Weinstein  

Jon Weintraub & Judith Heimlich 

Michael Weiss & Phyllis Stanger  

Jessica Weissman & Louise Kelley 

Dov Weitman & Sylvia Horwitz 

Alan & Cynthia Weitz  

Howard & Barbara White 

Louise Wiener 

Peter Winch & Denice Zeck 

Adam & Dorothea Wolfson 

Christopher Zeilinger & Ann Baker 

Yohannes Zeleke 

Alan Zibel & Renee Gindi  

Diana Zurer 

Ellen Zwibak 

July 20, 2018  

Luis & Karen Acosta 

Sandra Adelstein  

Andrew Afflerbach & Joanne Hovis 

Miriam Alpern 

Jon Alterman & Katherine LaRiviere 

Robyn M. Altman & Brendan J. 

Doherty  

Timothy Anderegg & Lisa Fogel-

Anderegg 

Leonard Bachman 

Sidney Bailin 

Heike Bailin 

Lawrence Baizer & Elaine Lewis 

Lolita Baker 

Paul & Esther Bardack 

Burt Barnow 

Mae Cooper & Gideon Bass  

Charles Baum 

Leonard & Joy Baxt 

Mark & Mona Berch 

Alex & Mikah Berg  

Bruce & Laurie Berger 

Carl Bergman & Margie Odle  

July 27 2018  

Judi Berland 

Joe Berman & Marsha Gentner 

Nicole Berns & Alex Schaffer  

Dana Beyer 

Jackie Binogol  

Sheri Blonder 

Gideon & Lisa Blumenthal 

Ron & Dina Borzekowski 

Larry & Lise Bram 

Sarah Bram  

Steven & Rachel Bressler 

Sharon Brown 

Stephen Burd & Laura Schiavo 

Joel & Alice Burton 

Susan Chapin 

Daniel Chazan & Ronit Eisenbach  

Joel Cohen 

Tifereth Israel’s current fiscal year ends June 30th. 

Please double check your accounts and make sure 

all dues, dinners, pledges and other charges are 

paid off before the end of June.  

We have a vibrant congregation with an engaged 

membership, strong lay leadership, a dedicated 

Rabbi, and hardworking staff. Together we make TI 

a wonderful place to be, and that requires funds to 

keep us going. Paying your accounts in full before the 

end of the year is crucial for budgeting and 

planning.  

Each TI member brings something unique and 

irreplaceable to the community. If money is an issue, 

please call Executive Director Jevera Temsky at 202-

882-1605. She is happy to speak with any member 

who needs financial help and can make 

arrangements with you.  

Thank you for your time, energy, creativity, and 

financial contributions. And a special thank you in 

advance to everyone who is able to pay their dues 

before June 30th. 
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Dear TI USYers, Kadimaniks, Parents, Families, and 
Friends,  

In the last month TI USY and Kadima continued to 
show why it is the place to be for every teen in our 
community. Our Kadimaniks kicked off May at “The 
Board and Brew” in College Park, as we spent the 
evening together choosing between 500 board 
games and learned new ones from game special-
ists. Of course, a little Oreo milkshake didn’t hurt in 
making the afternoon tasty and memorable.  

Not to be outdone however, our USYers came to-

gether for a night of Shavuot inspired learning and 

fun, as we took part in the inaugural USY Shavuot 

Ice Cream Sundae Contest. Holiday trivia joined 

together with every thinkable ice cream sundae 

combination as we recreated the ice cream equiva-

lent of Mount Sinai. Lastly, our USYers proudly rep-

resented TI at Seaboard USY’s Spring Convention, 

where over 200 USYers and staff joined together 

for an inspirational weekend of laughs, learning, 

friends, and excitement.  

This year has been one of new opportunities and 
success for our chapter and we look forward to 
many more exciting events next year. Thank you to 
every teen, parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, 
cousin, friend, and more who either attended an 
event or helped make our community vibrant, fun, 
and jam packed with energy. Together we raised 
over $1,100 for charity, created lasting friendships 
and memories, and continued to create Jewish con-
nections and impactful moments within our communi-
ty. Please stay tuned for many more things to come 
from TI USY and Kadima. As always please reach 
out to adam@tifereth-israel.org with any ques-
tions, comments, or suggestions. I welcome every-
one’s participation and feedback and love making 
continued connections in our chapter. We can’t wait 
to see you all soon.  

B’Shalom,  

Adam Rosen 

TI Youth Advisor 
 

Save the Dates! - June 26th - 27th 

TI is thrilled to be welcoming USY on Wheels to our 

community for two nights, June 

26th and 27th, as 40 Jewish teens 

and staff from across the nation 

begin their 6.5 week travels 

throughout the U.S.A. with a stop 

in Washington D.C. We are hon-

ored to have been chosen as a 

host synagogue and need our 

community’s help to make their 

visit a success as we show the 

power of TI hospitality. If you 

would be interested in helping to 

host even 2 teenagers on the 

dates above, please reach out to 

adam@tifereth-israel.org for 

more information on how you can 

help make a difference in this 

lives of Jewish teens as they take 

part in a formative Jewish summer 

experience.  

Updates from Your TI USY and Kadima Advisor 
Adam Rosen 

Photo by Adam Rosen 
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Israelis, Palestinians, and Reconciliation  
Howard Sumka & Michele Sumka 

Monday, May 14, we stood on a berm in Israel over-

looking northern Gaza. The Gaza skyline stood sharp-

ly outlined against the crystal clear sky, as did the 

smokestacks of the Gaza power plant, which can 

barely provide four hours a day of electricity. Not far 

off on the horizon was the city of Ashkelon, where we 

would later be hosted for lunch by a bereaved Israeli 

father. Most dramatic, though, were the rifle pops and 

pillars of smoke rising from the fields, not a half mile 

from us, which demarcated the conflict between tens of 

thousands of protesters and the IDF. Our guide, a re-

tired IDF colonel and a former spokesperson for Prime 

Minister Olmert, talked us through the terrain, the na-

ture of the situation on the ground, and the tactics of 

both sides. By the end of the day in Tel Aviv, we’d 

received the news that more than 60 Palestinians were 

killed by IDF snipers -- news reported alongside trium-

phal videos of the dedication of the new US Embassy 

in Jerusalem, which became a new split-screen meme 

of the conflict. 

We were near the end of a week-long narratives study 

tour organized by the Parents Circle-Families Forum 

(PCFF) for the board of its American Friends organiza-

tion. PCFF is an association of 600 bereaved Israeli 

and Palestinian families who, despite their grief at the 

loss of a child, a parent, or a sibling, have dedicated 

themselves to hearing the other side, acknowledging 

their pain, and understanding their narrative. Conflict-

ing narratives have always played an outsized role in 

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. These persistent ques-

tions don’t get resolved because, at some level, they 

are unresolvable. Two peoples, competing for the 

same small bit of land, each have their own story and 

arguments often founded in their religious beliefs. 

PCFF was created in 1995 by a few Israeli families 

who had lost children in the conflict and decided 

enough was enough. PCFF opposes the occupation and 

believes it is possible to end the conflict. Its goal is to 

influence the public and political decision makers to 

choose reconciliation and the path of peace over vio-

lence and war. Their centerpiece program consists of 

dialogue meetings for youth and adults. These are 

held in schools and community centers and led by an 

Israeli and a Palestinian who tell their personal stories 

of bereavement and explain their choice to engage in 

dialogue instead of revenge. Over the years, in thou-

sands of such meetings, they have reached more than 

160,000 people on both sides. Recently, anti-

normalization sentiments among Palestinians and Israe-

li right-wing resistance have impeded these efforts.  

An example is the two high profile, last minute cancel-

lations of events in Israeli high schools. 

During our trip, we spent a day with about 200 PCFF 

members who were engaged in various programs and 

training. We learned to stuff grape leaves, mostly so 

we could engage with the women participating in the 

joint cooking program. We met PCFF’s Young Ambas-

sadors for Peace, youth who reach out to their commu-

nities, and on another day in Jaffa we day viewed an 

exhibit of the photos they created under the direction 

of a professional Israeli photographer, also a be-

reaved PCFF member. 

Our tour included many nodes of the conflict: Jerusa-

lem; the Deheishe refugee camp in Bethlehem; Ramal-

lah; the disputed area of Hebron; and the Israeli out-

skirts of Gaza. We heard from academics on both 

sides, who spoke about the history of the conflict; 

members of the Parents Circle, who spoke of their pain 

and the journeys they have made to the belief in rec-

onciliation; retired members of the Israeli military; a 

Palestinian Authority official and member of the PLO 

Central Committee; a Holocaust survivor who lost a son 

in the first Lebanon War; and an Israeli settler in Heb-

ron, among others. 

It was often difficult to hear some of the narratives. 

We were struck by how easy it is to shut oneself off 

from information that contradicts one’s long-standing 

views. We had to remind ourselves that we were not 

there to argue or challenge, but to listen, ask ques-

tions, and absorb what we were hearing. Michele re-

minded us of the teaching from Ben Zoma in Pirke 

Avot, Who is wise? The person who learns from all.  

The most inspiring narratives were those of the Pales-
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Israelis, Palestinians, and Reconciliation (continued) 

tinians and Israelis who had made the transition from 

hatred and the desire for revenge, or from despair 

and the wish to die, to the ability to accept and give 

consolation to those on the other side. They work tire-

lessly to speak to students and others about their be-

lief in reconciliation as the way to achieve peace.  As 

Rabbi Elazar says in Pirke Avot, It is not incumbent on 

you to finish the task. Yet, you are not free to desist 

from it.  

Ben Kfir, whose family immigrated to Palestine in 

1921, lost his daughter, a captain in the IDF, in a ter-

rorist bombing of her military installation in 2003. Af-

ter the shiva he stopped eating and drinking, wanting 

to die. Then he contemplated taking revenge on Pales-

tinian construction workers in his neighborhood but re-

alized that would not bring his daughter back. When 

someone from Parents Circle invited him to a meeting, 

he refused the invitation. But on the day of the meet-

ing he decided to go and stand in the back to listen. 

Hearing Palestinian parents talking about the loss of 

their children, he realized that he didn’t need to be 

afraid of them. He also recognized that reconciliation 

is neither forgiving nor forgetting, but that it’s a way 

for the two peoples “whose loved ones are under this 

ground to learn to share the land.” He professes hope 

“because otherwise, what else is left?” 

Bassam Aramim, a Palestinian from Hebron, spent 7 

years in prison for attacking Israeli soldiers, even 

though, as an impaired survivor of childhood polio, he 

was mostly a bystander. While he was in prison he 

watched Schindler’s List on Israeli TV and compassion 

welled up in him for what the Jews had gone through 

in the Holocaust. Years later, he finished his studies 

and married. He was a co-founder of Combatants for 

Peace (CfP). In 2007 his 10-year old daughter was 

shot and killed by a rubber bullet while she stood in 

her schoolyard near where some boys were throwing 

stones at Israeli soldiers. He realized that seeking ret-

ribution would not ease the pain of his loss. “Abir’s 

murder could have led me down the easy path of ha-

tred and vengeance, but for me there was no return 

from dialogue and non-violence. After all, it was one 

Israeli soldier who shot my daughter, but one hundred 

former Israeli soldiers [in CfP] who built a garden in 

her name at the school where she was murdered.” 

Near the end of our tour, we joined a peace march in 

Jerusalem. Walking down Ben Yehuda Street with Ra-

mi Elhanan, the co-director of PCFF, we passed a me-

morial to five Israelis killed in a 1997 suicide bombing 

on that site. One was Rami’s 14-year old daughter 

Smadar. He carried a poster with side-by-side por-

traits of Smadar and Abir. When asked what PCFF is 

about, Rami replies, “Our goal is to find a way of 

knowing each other, of reaching out to one another, to 

create this understanding . . . that we will not go 

away, Israelis will not go away and Palestinians will 

not go away. We are doomed to stay here together 

and we have to decide if we will share the land, one 

way or another. Or we will share a graveyard.” That 

is the stark choice Israelis and Palestinians face today. 

Photo by Howard Sumka 
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Hebrew Magic Squares 
Simcha Kuritzky 

Numbers have fascinated humans from the earliest times.  Numerous cultures have ascribed mystical and magi-
cal powers to them.  One of the more popular and interesting forms of numerals are special sequences, and a 
two-dimensional version of a special sequence is called a magic square.  Magic squares have been known for 
over two millennia.  The most popular forms are regular magic squares of size N composed of the integers 
one through N squared, where every row, column, and major diagonal (from one corner to the opposite cor-
ner) adds up to the same number, which is one half of (N cubed + N).  Hebrew magic squares use Hebrew 

characters for the numbers according to gematria. 

 

      

The most popular magic square is the 3x3 because it contains all 9 unique digits. For Jews, it has special sig-
nificance because each line adds up to 15, the numeric value of God's name Yah.  A 3x3 regular magic 
square of digits 1-9 must have 5 in the center, which is the Hebrew letter heh that is often used as an abbrevi-
ation of God's name.  The remaining numbers can rotate 90 degrees or reflect horizontally or vertically.  In 
Hebrew amulets, however, the top row is always 4 9 2.  This is also the version shown by Sir Francis Barrett in 
his 1801 classic text The Magus as shown here.  Barrett's book is considered a classic of Christian Kabbalah or 
Judeo-Christian magic, and is basically a translation of the 1531 Occult Philosophy by Henry Cornelius Agrip-
pa.  I have a Jewish amulet on parchment, only a piece of which is shown here, with the normal 3x3 square, 
and 3 variants.  The 3x3 also shows up surrounded by angel names and God's Name of 42 Letters on a silver 
Persian amulet.  I commissioned a lead amulet based on Barrett's book with the Name of 45 (Yod Heh Vov He 
spelled out) around the outside since all the numbers added together sum to 45.  Last is a Christian amulet 
with the 3x3 rotated 180 degrees surrounded by angel and planetary sigils.  I include this as a Hebrew amu-
let because above the square are these transliterated Hebrew Names for God:  Aba, El Ab, and Ehyeh.  

There is also Taie, but I'm not certain what that means. 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Hebrew Magic Squares (continued) 

       

Barrett's four by four square seal of the planet Jupiter appears on a silver amulet commissioned by Mormons 
based on a copy that was rumored to have been found among Joseph Smith's possessions after his death.  The 
Hebrew letters are even more distorted than they were in Barrett's drawings.  Around the outside are Hebrew 
names with the values of 4 (square size), 34 (value of each line), and 136 (value of all the numbers).  The 
square medal from Israel has Western numerals on one side and Hebrew on the other.  On both sides the sur-
rounding Hebrew inscription says it is a magic square of the priest Natanel and the planet Jupiter for success 
and luck.  The same 4x4 square was engraved recently by an artist in Israel on a low-fineness silver 1825 
Turkish 6 piaster.  The coin was legal tender in Eretz Israel before it was engraved and may even have circu-

lated there until 1920. 

 

Barrett ascribes the 6x6 square to the Sun.  The English penny of 1825-1860 has the seals engraved on both 
sides.  The magic square uses Western numerals but shows Hebrew names with the numeric values of 6 (square 
size), 36 (total number of squares), and 111 (value of each line) around.  There is also a sun symbol and the 
number 666 (value of all numbers) near the bottom.  An iron medal shows the same square with Hebrew let-
ters with angel sigils around and either a cherub or lion head over it (the Sun is associated with the constella-
tion Leo).  It may be Nineteenth Century based on The Magus, but I think it could have been made as early as 

the Sixteenth Century based on Agrippa's Occult Philosophy published in 1531. 

There are many more medallic amulets out there with magic squares on them.  I included only the ones here 
because of their Jewish or Hebrew connection.  Magic squares and other figures are very popular among Hin-
dus, and eastern Moslems picked them up from the Hindus.  More common on Hebrew amulets are squares 

where the contents are letters from a Name of God or psalm verses. 
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Rabbi A. Nathan Abramowitz Education Fund 

The Rabbi A. Nathan Abramowitz Education Fund was established in the spring of 1981 to celebrate Rabbi 

Abramowitz's completion of twenty years of service to Tifereth Israel Congregation. 

The purpose of the Fund is to recognize and honor all TI young people who participate in programs of Jewish 
educational value over and above their regular attendance at religious school. Examples of qualifying pro-
grams are: Camps Ramah and Moshavah, USY Pilgrimage, USY on Wheels, March for the Living, and various 

Israel programs. 

A second and very important purpose of the Fund is to help students take advantage of these opportunities 

for enrichment by providing needs-based scholarship assistance. All such awards are kept strictly confidential. 

Additional contributions to the Fund, which would allow us to increase both the number and the amount of our 

scholarships, are much appreciated and may be made at any time. 

When Rabbi Abramowitz, after 36 years of service, became Rabbi Emeritus in 1996, additional funds were 
contributed to allow for additional scholarships and/or the sponsorship of an annual public event such as a 

weekend with a Scholar In Residence. These programs are to be offered in the spring or fall of the year. 

Some of the programs supported by the ANA Education Fund: 

In Israel: 

BBYO Euro/Israel Trip 

Camp Shachar Israel 

Camp Tel Yehuda/Camp Young Judea  

Society for Protection of Nature/Israel 

In the United States: 

Camp JCC 

Capital Camps 

DCJCC Camp 

USY on Wheels 

Camp Judea 

Camp Tel Yehudah 

Camp Yavneh 

Camp Moshava 

Habonim Dror 

Silver Spring Learning Center Camp 

Sabra Hebrew Day Camp 

Camp Ramah 

We are pleased to announce that in 2018 the Fund awarded $3,800 in scholarships to our young people.  

Over the life of the Fund, a total of $56,627 has been disbursed. To permit the Fund to continue its good 

work, please consider making a contribution to the ANA Fund.  

For information about the Rabbi A. Nathan Abramowitz Education Fund, please contact Rabbi Abramowitz:  

anabramowitz@verizon.net 

mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net?subject=ANA%20Educational%20Fund
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Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the 
following haverim, Rabbi Seidel,  or the TI  
office (202-882-1605).  

 
 Shelly Heller         h: 301-942-1836 
                   w: 202-994-5906  
 

 David Cohen       h: 301-652-2872 
  

 Marcia Goggin      h: 301-593-8480      
                 w: 301-754-1963 
 

 Bruce Heppen      h: 301-299-3255 
                 c: 202-997-1890 
                 w: 703-417-8983 
 

 Robert Rovinsky     h: 202 237 1036 
                 c: 202 815 8707  

Kol Nashim - Ruth Shapiro 

On May 6, Maxine 
Grossman, a favored 
speaker here at TI, 
spoke to a large turn
-out of members 
about AntiSemitism: 
the New Religion. 

Following the speech there was plenty of 
discussion about the various issues presented. It 

was a lively and interesting morning. 

Join Kol Nashim for our *FREE* Tour of 
Glenstone Museum on Sunday, June 10 at 9:30 
am. Located on 200 acres of land in Potomac, 
MD, Glenstone is an environment where art, 
architecture, and landscape combine to create a 
unique and unified experience. We will start 
with a guided tour of the outdoor sculpture 
garden, and then have an opportunity to 
explore the art collection of post-World War II, 

and contemporary art inside the museum. We 
are meeting at Glenstone at 9:30. Space is 
limited and you must register by June 1. If you 
need a ride, a list of everyone who signed up 
will be sent to you and you can arrange your 
own carpool. Register here: https://
t i f e r e t h d c . s h u l c l o u d . c o m / e v e n t / k n -

program3.html# 

A lively discussion also took place on May 15th 
when the The Kol Nashim Book Club met and 
discussed  Sholem Aleichem's famous stories 
about Tevye the Dairyman - best known as the 
sources of Fiddler on the Roof.  For the next 
meeting on June 19th at 7:30 the book is  
Lucette Lagnado's Man in the White Sharkskin 
Suit, a memoir of Jewish life in Egypt and of the 
Second Exodus that took Lagnado's family to 

New York and a variety of experiences.  

Kol Nashim is planning a Board retreat in June 
to discuss programs for future planning  at TI 
that would be of interest to women of varying 
ages and stations in life. Anyone with 
suggestions or ideas for activities or discussions 
may contact one of the following KN Board 

members: 

Pearl Schainker, schainker@aol.com 

Esther Herman, esther511@aol.com 

Adele Natter, anatter@verizon.net 

Ruth Shapiro, shapiroima@gmail.com 

Sharon Brown, sharonpbrown@verizon.net 

Rose Ellen Halper, rose.halper@gmail.com 

Louise Kelley, lpkelley5774@gmail.com 

Margie Odle, margiedc@gmail.com 

Debbie Pomerance, 

debbie.pomerance@gmail.com 

Michele Sumka, msumka@gmail.com 

Looking Ahead: October 7 at 10:15 a.m. in the 

Library: Sexual Harassment and Worse in the 

Jewish Community, a panel discussion.  

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kn-program3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kn-program3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kn-program3.html
mailto:schainker@aol.com
mailto:esther511@aol.com
mailto:anatter@verizon.net
mailto:shapiroima@gmail.com
mailto:sharonpbrown@verizon.net
mailto:rose.halper@gmail.com
mailto:lpkelley5774@gmail.com
mailto:margiedc@gmail.com
mailto:debbie.pomerance@gmail.com
mailto:msumka@gmail.com
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Donations 

GENERAL FUND 

Donor                  In memory of 

Joan and Dennis Davan Evelyn Berger 

Henry and Florrie Einhorn Evelyn Berger 

Howard and Barbara White Rabbi Mel Glazer 

Howard and Barbara White Arnold Kritz 

Howard and Barbara White Joseph Berman 

Howard and Barbara White Irene Kolker 

Howard and Barbara White Ruth Katz Shapiro  

Donor                  In honor of 

Myrna Goldman Barbara White 

Stephen and Freda Resnick Rabbi Seidel 

Stephanie and David Rubin Bernie Shleien’s art 
      class 

HELPING HANDS COMMITTEE 

Donor                 In honor of 

Alan and Cindy Weitz Susan Catler and the 
  Helping Hands 
   Committee 

ISRAEL COMMITTEE 

Donor                  

Mark and Mona Berch 

Jeffrey and Julie Steinberg 

Michele and Howard Sumka 

MADELINE NESS FUND 

Donor                  

Marc and Robin Schlesinger 

Donor                 In honor of 

Marcia and John Goggin Evelyn Berger 

Paula Tucker Myriam Rofrano and Ben 
    Gal Maimon’s wedding 

MARVIN KAPLAN SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Donor                 In honor of 

Eugene & Esther Herman  Myriam Golub-Rofrano’s 
    wedding  

Esther and Eugene Herman The Abdullah family and  
    TI’ers supporting them 

Ruth and Phillip Shapiro Noa Herman   

MARCIA GOLDBERG FUND 

Donor  

Adele and Michael Sumner 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Donor  

Lawrence Baizer and Elaine Lewis 

Donor                  In honor of 

Bernie Shleien Stephanie Rubin 
Brenda and Lee Footer Brenda Footer 
Allan Kolker & Elaine Kolker  Rabbi Seidel’s and 

  Horwitz   the congregation’s  

   support upon the  
   death of their mother, 
   Irene Kolker 

TORAH REPAIR FUND 

Donor                  In honor of  

Myrna Goldman Howard White’s 80
th

 
   birthday  

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

Donor                  In memory of 

Morton and Sheppie Abramowitz Benjamin C. Glass 

Marc and Karen Drazin Mary Jeweler 

Newton and Martha Frohlich William Frohlich 

Seth Glabman and Martha Hare Stanley Glabman 

Stephen and Shelly Heller Ethel Heller 

Sylvia Horwitz and Dov Weitman Rabbi Jacob Weitman 

Steven and Roberta Jellinek Evelyn Jellinek 

Dennis Kirschbaum & Barbara  Sabina Josephine  
  Raimondo   Raimondo 

Elaine Miller Esther Miller 

Harry Penn Leo Arie Penn 

Roberta Schery Mitchell Stein 

Marc and Robin Schlesinger Naomi Fortgang 

Marc and Robin Schlesinger Gerald Jack Nesse 

Marc and Robin Schlesinger Madeline Nesse 

Marc and Robin Schlesinger Rudolf Schlesinger 



      

       Sivan/Tammuz 5778                         Tifereth Israel Menorah                          Page  27    

Donations (continued) 

Marc and Robin Schlesinger Ruth Schlesinger 

Marc and Robin Schlesinger Steven Schlesinger 

Jo-Dine Simon Lenore Simon  

Norman and Ellen Sinel Nathan Sinel 

Jevera Temsky Morton Temsky 

Jevera Temsky Sadie Temsky 

Diana and James Zurer Misha Woll 

Diana and James Zurer Joseph Furman 

Diana and James Zurer Raymond Zurer   

YIZKOR DONATIONS 

Donor  

Adele and Michael Sumner 

Donor                  In memory of 

Sara and David Handwerker Ed Kleiner 

Sara and David Handwerker Martin Mittelman 

Sara and David Handwerker Mollie Handwerker 

Sara and David Handwerker Ralph Handwerker 

Yvonne Shashoua Sonya Rozansky 
   Shashoua 

Yvonne Shashoua Alfred Salim  

   Shashoua 

 

 


