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January Gematria Challenge - Relate the Two Topics 

I’m writing about two apparently unrelated subjects this 
month: the TI directory, and our upcoming Tu B’Shvat se-
der. 10 points for anyone who can use gematria to con-
nect these two topics! (Feel free to use the 10 points in 

your gematria calculations…)   

The TI directory: a tool to strengthen community 

“What is that woman’s name again? You know, the one 
with medium height, dark hair, brown eyes, glasses?” 
You’re not alone if words like those have crossed your lips 
more than once at TI. It can be incredibly frustrating to 

see someone week after week and not remember their name! 

Back in the day, we had a paper directory, with photos. After returning home, you 
could just flip through the book until you found the familiar face and be reminded 

of the less familiar name to which that face belonged. 

This is now the second decade of the 21st century and we can do better than that. 
Each of us can upload a photo onto our directory entry in the “members only” por-
tion of the TI Shul Cloud website. If we get enough uploaded photos, we’ll print out 
a few paper copies of the entire directory and leave them in the TI lobby for your 
perusal. And then all members will be able to go online, search through faces and 

find people’s names. 

These nitty-gritty details – tools to help us make a more personal connection by the 
simple expedient of calling people by their name – can make a surprisingly large 
difference strengthening our community bonds. It just takes a minute. So please – 
when you get a chance – go to your entry in the directory, upload a photo, and 

help the rest of the TI community know who you are! 

Tu B’Shvat Is Coming 

On Sunday, January 20, TI’s environmental committee will host a Tu B’Shvat seder, 

followed by an Israeli-style feast cooked up by Roz and company. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Tu B’Shvat is an amazingly rich holiday. If you haven’t been to one, I encourage you to give our Tu B’Shvat 

seder a try. (These seders are about 1/10th the length of a Passover seder.) 

The Mishnah in Rosh Hashana talks about multiple years – the Hellenistic equivalent of today’s calendar year, 
fiscal year, tax year, etc. One annual cycle noted in the Mishnah involved the fruit of the tree. During the 7-
year agricultural cycle applicable to the land of Israel, different obligations applied to such produce, de-
pending on the year to which the produce belonged. In some years, a share of the produce was brought to 
Jerusalem for consumption; in other years, that share was given to the local poor. Fruit that grew before Tu 

B’Shvat counted as in the previous year, and fruit that grew after that date counted as in the next year. 

President’s Column (continued) 
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The medieval mystics of Sfat, who gave modern Ju-
daism some of its most compelling rituals – e.g., the 
Kabbalat Shabbat service and the singing of Shir Ha
-Mallot to start the blessing after the meal on Shab-
bat and holidays – turned this obscure Mishnaic rul-
ing into a ritual with transcendent meaning. They saw 
the “New Year of the Tree” referenced in the Mish-
nah as an obvious hint at the renewal of the tree of 
life, Eytz Chaim – the Torah! They developed a sim-
ple but profound ritual seder, modeled loosely after 
the Passover Seder, celebrating and bringing to con-
scious awareness renewal of the life force at the 

heart of the world.  

The 20th century saw new meanings further enrich this 
ancient holiday. Fruits traditionally used in the seder 
are characteristic of the land of Israel, and ob-
servance of the ritual tithes that are defined by Tu B’ 
Shvat can occur only in the land of Israel. These facts 
inspired Zionists to add a celebration of Israel and 
our return to the land as a theme of the Tu B’Shvat 

seder. 

Late in the 20th century, environmentalists added a 
final layer to the sedimentary rock of Tu B’Shvat’s 
evolving religious meaning. The new year of the tree 
provides a moment to stop and appreciate the beau-
ties and wonders of nature, rededicating ourselves to 

safeguarding and restoring the natural order. 

So come join your fellow TI members as we fill a 
brief set of rituals with multiple dimensions of Jewish 
meaning, from mystic renewal, to love of Israel, to 
environmental protection. Let’s try to make the Tu 

B’Shvat seder this year truly extraordinary! 

B’Shalom,  

Stan 
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For several years now a small, but dedicated group (“old-timers” Naomi Morse, Stephanie Rubin, Martin Kessel 
– usually by phone from afar – and I, and more recently Mimi Feinsilver, Sylvia Horwitz and Iris Lav) has been 
meeting every Monday afternoon at Tifereth Israel to read Israeli literature together in Hebrew.  Covering 
about four pages a week, we have worked our way through a novel and humorous memoir by Meir Shalev, 

and are currently enjoying a collection of challenging, intriguing and often surrealistic short stories by Amos Oz. 

It is thus with great sadness that we mourn his death this past December from cancer.  Oz was both a pre-
eminent writer of fiction and non-fiction and a leading Israeli advocate for a negotiated two-state solution of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.   As he once wittily noted:  “I have two pens on my desk; one pen to tell stories 

and another pen to tell the government to go to hell.” 

Perhaps Israel’s most celebrated and widely-read author, Amos Oz has been translated into many languages 
and awarded many literary prizes.  His most recent books include his autobiography of his childhood and 

youth, A Tale of Love and Darkness (made into a movie starring Natalie Portman), and the novel Judas. 

Our Hebrew fiction group was hoping, once we finished his book, to speak to Oz by phone, as we had the 
opportunity to do with Meir Shalev, but that is now not to be.   We will have to be content with our own 
answers to the many questions his stories raise.   But we have been privileged to have been able to explore his 
rich language and psychological insights into the human experience in the original Hebrew.  Although we 

haven’t met him, he seems like an old beloved friend, who will be dearly missed. 

TI Hebrew Fiction Group Mourns Amos Oz 
David Cohen 
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The Rosh Hodesh group had a successful first meeting 

on December 9th.  Additional meetings under the 

leadership of Michele Sumka will be held January 6th 

and February 4th.  For more details see Michele’s ar-

ticle on the facing page. 

The Kol Nashim Book Group met 

December 18th at the Herman’s 

and discussed The Mystics of Mile 

End by Sigal Samuel.  On January 

15th we discuss The Lemon Tree: an 

Arab, a Jew, and the heart of the 

Middle East, a work of nonfiction 

by Sandy Tolan. 

Mark your calendars for Game Night, sponsored by 

Kol Nashim and Gevarim, on February 2, 

2019.    Plan on scrabble and games and chess and 

knitting and more!  Snacks and adult refreshments will 

be served! 

Also, please save the date for the Kol 

Nashim Shabbat and SHALEM program 

on March 16, 2019: 

Honoring Our Mothers Eternally 

Recognizing the Matriarchs:  Historical 

Aspects and Current Practices 

Program speakers will be Cynthia Peterman and Rab-

bi Avis Miller 

Kol Nashim 
Sharon Brown 

Social Action Committee MLK Shabbaton 
Gene Herman 

The annual Martin Luther King social justice 

Shabbaton is scheduled for January 19, 2019. The 

theme for this year's program is "The current state of 

intolerance in America". Intolerance and Racism are 

two of the oldest and deep-rooted problems that 

America faces today. Hate and intolerance has and 

continues to adversely affected many communities in 

our country.  

Our speaker during the morning service will be Lecia 

Brooks, Outreach Director, for the Southern Poverty 

Law Center. She will begin to outline the problem. 

The Southern Poverty Law Center is one organization 

that has carried on the fight for justice and tolerance 

for many years. Projects associated with the SPLC 

include (1) fight hate and bigotry in mainstream 

America,  (2)  Seek justice for victims of 

discrimination, (3) provide free tolerance materials 

to schools and (4) defend the most vulnerable. The 

afternoon program will consist of a panel that will 

identify issues affecting 3 different communities that 

have been the target of intolerance.  

The program will consist of a panel of individuals 

from the  Black, Muslim, and Jewish communities. The 

moderator of the panel will be Lecia Brooks from 

the SPLC. Each panelist (Ira Forman, formerly 

president Obama’s Special Envoy to Monitor and 

Combat Anti-Semitism and G. Derek Musgrove, 

Associate Professor of History at the University of 

Maryland Baltimore County who has written articles 

and books on post-civil rights era black politics and 

Washington DC) will spend a few minutes relating 

the extent and consequence that intolerance has had 

on their community. The remainder of the panel time 

will be devoted to questions and answers from 

congregants.  
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SHALEM 
Jessica Weissman 

On December 1, Rabbi Lauren Tuchman, the first blind woman to enter the rabbinate, gave a SHALEM talk 

that focused on themes from her ELI Talk, We Were All At Sinai: The Transformative Power of Inclusive 

Torah.  Attendees enjoyed Rabbi Tuchman’s unique perspective on issues of inclusion and disability. 

During Rabbi Seidel’s sabbatical, visiting scholars who deliver a drash have also presented an afternoon 

program.  Regular SHALEM programming will resume in early spring with the MLK Shabbaton (sponsored 

by the Social Action Committee).   Which means we need speakers starting in February. 

The only requirement for a SHALEM topic is that it be of Jewish interest, loosely interpreted.  There’s 

something you know that TI’ers would love to hear about, and SHALEM attendees are the best audience 

you can ever have.  We are attentive, forgiving, and full of questions - what more could a speaker ask 

for?   

If you’ve got the germ of an idea, or if you can assemble a panel of speakers to discuss a topic of Jewish 

interest, please let me know and I can help you refine the topic.  Static visual aids such as pictures and 

handouts are welcome, though of course we can’t do slide shows or other electronic wizardry. 

If you are familiar with the work of Amoz Oz (z”l). I am looking for people to organize and participate in 

a SHALEM on his life and work.  Please contact me soon if you can take on this role.  

Kol Nashim - Rosh Chodesh Group 
Michele Sumka 

A very successful launch of the Rosh Chodesh group 

was held on Sunday, December 9th, the last night of 

Chanukah, led by Michele Sumka, who originated the 

idea of the gatherings. Candles were lit, Chanukah 

songs were sung, sufganiyot were eaten, and female 

ancestors were honored by the participants.  At this 

first gathering, we spoke about what we would like in 

an ongoing group. Some of the various possibilities 

include learning about the energies and characteris-

tics of each Hebrew month; meditation; singing/

chanting, and/or dance; the place of the Matriarchs 

in Jewish worship; study of texts that especially per-

tain to women; art or craft activities; discussion of 

social topics relevant to Jewish women; and the She-

chinah, to mention but a few! 

The intentions of having a Rosh Chodesh group are to 

gather women who will decide on the content of the 

meetings and who will attend regularly, so as to de-

velop a sense of comfort and trust with each other. In 

order to do so, anyone who attends any of the first 

three meetings can become a regular member if she 

so desires. 

The meeting for Rosh Chodesh Shevat will be held 

Sunday, January 6th from 4pm to 6pm. The meeting 

for Rosh Chodesh Adar 1 will be on Monday, Febru-

ary 4th, from 7pm-9pm. Both of these will be held in 

the Emsellem Room. Future dates and location will be 

decided by the members 

To RSVP, and, if you have any questions, please con-

tact Michele at KNRSVP@gmail.com 

mailto:KNRSVP@gmail.com
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What an incredible December! Hanukkah was filled with fun activities and lots of learning. Kitah Daled contin-
ued learning the Ve’Ahavta and the Jewish Life Cycle – this month focusing on the Jewish Wedding, (see pho-
tos by Rachel Meytin). Incredible creativity was seen in the Kitah Gimel make-your-own-menorah contest. From 

modeling clay to Lego to Jelly & Donuts (see photo by Rina Rebibo), Kitah Gimel did a great job!  

On December 5th over 140 people gathered in the Cherner for TI’s annual Hanukkah Extravaganza. The Mo-
roccan theme was a big hit. The evening started with our USY advisor, Adan Rosen lighting the Hanukkiyah 
with the children holding on to his ‘superarm’. After singing Maoz Tzur, a dinner of delicacies from the North 
African country was served, including the Moroccan Hanukkah donut called Sfinj. There were activities for eve-
ryone: paint your own Moroccan tile, decorate a Hamsa keychain, Henna Tatoos (for teens only), and a Belly 

Dancing class. (Photos by Hannah Burd, Robyn Altman & Rina Rebibo) 

Introducing the TI Teen Lounge: If you have been to room 6B lately, you will notice it looks a bit different. 
The TI Teen lounge is finally here! There is comfy new furniture, (photo by Rina Rebibo) and thanks to Yochan-
an Sullivan & Tzurielle the room has a bright new color and a painted chalk wall as well. In the next couple of 
months we will be adding some new technology & other pieces of furniture to complete the room, but all teens 

are welcome to use this room while in the building. (photo by Rina Rebibo) 

Himmelfarb Happenings Fall 5779 

Rina Rebibo 

Photo credits in the story above 
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Himmelfarb Happenings 
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The Rabbi A. Nathan Abramowitz Fund was established in 1980 to celebrate the Rabbi’s 20 years of service 
to TI and was enlarged in 1996 when Rabbi Abramowitz completed 36 years of service. Part of its mission is 
to provide scholarships for youth who spend their summer or part of a school year in a program to enhance 

their Jewish education. 

The Fund depends on your support and welcomes contributions in any amount. Make a donation at http://

tinyurl.com/ANAdonate. 

To qualify for a scholarship, youngsters may attend a camp recognized for its Jewish educational component 
(such as Camp Ramah, Capital Camps, and Moshava), participate in an educational program in Israel (such 

as USY Pilgrimage or Ramah Seminar), or take part in a United Synagogue Youth Wheels Trip. 

The Fund awards scholarships based on financial need to facilitate participation in qualifying programs. 
Awards are made each spring. All such applications and inquiries are kept strictly confidential. For more in-
formation about scholarships, contact Rabbi Abramowitz at anabramowitz@verizon.net. To apply for a 
scholarship, please print the online form at http://tinyurl.com/ANA2019 and return it to the TI office by 

Wednesday, February 28.  

RABBI A. NATHAN ABRAMOWITZ FUND 

Hey everyone! It’s your favorite duo, Eliyah and 
Shirah, coming at you live from the USY Board. 
2018 has been an amazing year filled with events 
like the annual Sushi in the Sukkah and the trip to 
Dave & Busters. Our last event was the Chanukah 
Extravaganza, where we held fun activities like 
Hanukkah Charades and a donut decorating 
contest. More recently, the Teen Shabbat, which 
happens every two months. Leading services is a 
great way for Jewish teens to stay in the community, 
which is exactly what we strive to do. Our next 
event will be Havdalah Hangout on January 5th. It 
will be a great way to start off the new year and 

join the USY family. 

As both of us have been involved in USY and 
Kadima since 6th grade, we are big advocates for 
the TI USY chapter. We want other teens to be as 
excited for every event as we are. Over the years 
we have made amazing friends at both chapter and 
regional events. USY is a great way to stay active in 
the Jewish community after a bar/bat mitzvah. It 
opens discussions about topics like Judaism and 
staying engaged in a secular world. If you want a 
more in depth feel about USY, feel free to come to 
any of our events or reach out to us directly. Happy 

new year and hope to see you soon! 

Eliyah and Shirah 

USY and Kadima 

Eliyah and Shirah Lister 

http://tinyurl.com/ANAdonate
http://tinyurl.com/ANAdonate
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net
http://tinyurl.com/ANA2019
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Kol Nashim Book Group 
Jessica Weissman 

On December 18th  we met at the home of Esther 

and Gene Herman to discuss The Mystics of Mile 

End, a novel by Sigal Samuel.   This book, which 

most attendees disliked with varying degrees of 

fervor, led to one of the liveliest discussions we 

have had in a while.  Those of us who liked the 

book were able to help the dislikers understand 

our point of view, and at least one of the group 

left vowing to give the book another chance.  I do 

not plan to introduce books deliberately that I think 

people will dislike, however. 

On January 15th we discuss The Lemon Tree: an 

Arab, a Jew, and the heart of the Middle East.   

Nonfiction by Sandy Tolan on the relationship 

between an Arab family and the Jewish family 

who moved into the former home of the Arab 

family.  Not quite what you’d expect from that 

description.  Available in electronic form and at 

local libraries, though not a lot of copies.  Also 

plenty of used copies easily available. 

Our February book is Eternal Life, a novel by Dara 

Horn.  What would it really be like to have eternal 

life, or a never-ending series of ordinary lives?  

Dara Horn’s answer in this, her best book so far, is 

refreshing and even amusing.   

At our January meeting we will be picking our 

readings for the months after February. Please 

send me your suggestions of books that have some 

Jewish interest and would support discussion.  

Nonfiction that is not memoir is especially welcome.    

I hope to see many of you at these meetings.  The 

group is open to anyone, and you don’t have to 

finish the book before the meeting - though we 

can’t guarantee to avoid spoilers in our discussion..   

Class on “Getting More Out of Services” Will Meet in January 
The next meeting of this class, taught by Barbara 
White, will be held in the Chapel on Jan. 27 at 
11 a.m. That date was erroneously omitted from 
some of the class publicity. At the Jan. 27 meeting 
we will discuss the 2nd paragraph of the Shma 
(“If you will earnestly heed. . . ). Although this is 
an ongoing class, new members and prospective 

new members are welcome.  

Since it’s now officially winter, note that if the 

Himmelfarb School is canceled due to bad 
weather, this class will also not meet. (Check the 
WTOP announcements to see if the Himmelfarb 

School is canceled.)  

Remaining dates for the class are: Jan. 27, Feb. 3 
& 24, Mar. 10 & 24, Apr. 7, May 5 & 12. Note 
that the April date is a change from the date 
originally announced. For further information, 

email Barbara at BMWhite@Erols.com.  

mailto:BMWhite@Erols.com?subject=Your%20class
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Families with young children celebrated the 7th night of Hanukah together over board and other games, and 

appetizers-for-dinner. Tots and their parents celebrated Havdalah, lit menorahs, and socialized in TI's library 

before heading home for bedtime. A special thanks to TI's staff for helping to make this possible, including Roz 

Kram, Sheri Blonder, Shoshana Strom, and Sheryl Sandacz.   

Tots Hanukah Party  - Ruth Tabak 

Photos by Vera Krimnus 

Share your January or February simcha and help sponsor the birthday/anniversary kiddush.  Your name 

on a cake in squiggly icing!  Your birthday or anniversary in the bulletin and mentioned in the 

announcements!  Note the changed date for January. 

Sign up to sponsor at: www.tinyurl.com/TIbday.  Sign up to help cook at:  www.tinyurl.com/TIcooking 

January 12 - donate by noon January 9.  Cooking is January 10 - NOTE CHANGED DATE 

February 2 - donate by noon January 30.  Cooking on January 31. 

January & February Birthday/Anniversary Kiddushim  

http://www.tinyurl.com/TIbday
http://www.tinyurl.com/TIcooking
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Havdallah Potlucks 

TI’s first community havdallah and potluck of 

the season was held on Saturday, December 

15th at the home of Jennifer & Josh Kefer.  

See photos below.  The next one is January 

26th at 6pm, hosted by Sara & Josh 

Goldberg.  Free and open to all to attend - 

bring a kosher dairy or vegetarian dish for 8 

people to share.   

RSVP: www.tinyurl.com/TIHavdalot 

And save the dates for future Havdallah 

celebrations: 

 February 23rd 6:30pm at the home of Kim 

and Wylie Levone 

 March 9 6:30pm at the home of Naomi 

Freeman and Morris Klein. 

http://www.tinyurl.com/TIHavdalot
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Nakhes Fun Kinder and General Mishpokhe 
News 

Ellie Wachtel, daughter of Jenny Goldstein and 

Dave Wachtel, is living at the Backcountry Bayit, a 

Jewish community house in Frisco, Colorado. The 

house hosts Shabbat dinners every weekend of ski 

season.  TI'ers welcome!  

Louise Wiener writes that Matthew and Mari, who 

now live in Bern, Switzerland, will be in town over the 

winter holidays with Noah and Ruthie in tow. Noah is 

reading history at Oxford (St. Catherine's) and Ruthie 

is a sophomore in high school.  She'll have all 4 sons - 

Aaron, Ethan, Matthew, and Ross, their wives, and 

kids in town for a few days. Great treat!!!   

Meh Fort (Travels) 

Claudine Schweber and Ed Koren realized it was 

time for a change of scenery and country. So, off to 

Paris to be with Claudine's family and get the update 

on the latest strikes/actions -- the yellow jackets. So 

far some public negative reactions, some strikes and 

dangers affect holiday shopping, ability to get to 

work, and many demands have been met. Family, 

friends are coping. Off to Jewish History Muse-

um,  music hall and Claudine's home on rue Jussieu 

and fantastic Grande Gallerie de l'Evolution, a few 

blocks away.  

Dergraykhungn (Accomplishments) 

Cynthia Peterman published an article in the Educa-

tion Blog of the National Archives entitled "Using Pri-

mary Sources to Teach About Americans and the Hol-

ocaust." The article discusses both the history of the 

refugee ship S.S. Quanza and a new collaboration 

on teacher professional development between the 

Archives and the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. 

You can view the article at https://

educat ion.blogs .arch ives.gov/2018/12/11/

americans-and-holocaust/.  

Along with another storyteller, Bob Rovinsky will be 

leading a series of workshops in January for the Asy-

lum Seeker Assistance Project (ASAP), helping to 

coach 12 asylum seekers to practice telling their sto-

ries as part of a nascent speakers bureau.  The 

twelve speakers will talk to politicians, religious and 

other groups, and the media, to make people aware 

of the men and women seeking to bring their gifts 

and skills to our country, and gain their support for 

what is a difficult path to full citizenship.  

Yours truly had my five minutes of fame recently, 

courtesy of John Kelly in the Washington Post. On 

December 9 he had a column about not getting 

around to reading his New Yorkers  that really struck 

a chord with me: https://www.washingtonpost.com/

local/some-of-us-love-to-read-you-got-a-problem-

with-that/2018/12/09/637ccf6a-fbb9-11e8-83c0-

b 0 6 1 3 9 e 5 4 0 e 5 _ s t o r y . h t m l ?

utm_term=.dc3d8df55e48  

I wrote to him, including 3 pictures of my New York-

ers. He immediately replied, asking if he could use 

one of my pictures in an upcoming article, and wrote 

that rest assured, I wasn't the only one to write to him. 

The very next day Diana Zurer's pile of New York-

ers appeared in his column. If you missed it, check it 

out: https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/better-

dead-than-read-of-course-not-still-reading-can-have-

its-own-burden/2018/12/11/3485a658-fcc4-11e8

- 8 3 c 0 - b 0 6 1 3 9 e 5 4 0 e 5 _ s t o r y . h t m l ?

utm_term=.221ab98196c9  

Mazel Tov to all! 

Sad News 

Meg Wilkes Karraker, mother of Tifereth Israel mem-

ber Amelia Karraker (Samuel Isaacson), died No-

vember 26, 2018 at the age of 65. The funeral was 

in Minneapolis, Minnesota on November 30, 2018. 

(Continued on page 13) 

Nayes un Mekhayes for TI’ers 
Diana Zurer 

https://education.blogs.archives.gov/2018/12/11/americans-and-holocaust/
https://education.blogs.archives.gov/2018/12/11/americans-and-holocaust/
https://education.blogs.archives.gov/2018/12/11/americans-and-holocaust/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/some-of-us-love-to-read-you-got-a-problem-with-that/2018/12/09/637ccf6a-fbb9-11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.60dc9214d9fe
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/some-of-us-love-to-read-you-got-a-problem-with-that/2018/12/09/637ccf6a-fbb9-11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.60dc9214d9fe
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/some-of-us-love-to-read-you-got-a-problem-with-that/2018/12/09/637ccf6a-fbb9-11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.60dc9214d9fe
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/some-of-us-love-to-read-you-got-a-problem-with-that/2018/12/09/637ccf6a-fbb9-11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.60dc9214d9fe
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/some-of-us-love-to-read-you-got-a-problem-with-that/2018/12/09/637ccf6a-fbb9-11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.60dc9214d9fe
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/better-dead-than-read-of-course-not-still-reading-can-have-its-own-burden/2018/12/11/3485a658-fcc4-11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.221ab98196c9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/better-dead-than-read-of-course-not-still-reading-can-have-its-own-burden/2018/12/11/3485a658-fcc4-11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.221ab98196c9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/better-dead-than-read-of-course-not-still-reading-can-have-its-own-burden/2018/12/11/3485a658-fcc4-11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.221ab98196c9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/better-dead-than-read-of-course-not-still-reading-can-have-its-own-burden/2018/12/11/3485a658-fcc4-11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.221ab98196c9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/better-dead-than-read-of-course-not-still-reading-can-have-its-own-burden/2018/12/11/3485a658-fcc4-11e8-83c0-b06139e540e5_story.html?utm_term=.221ab98196c9
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Melvin Bressler, father of Tifereth Israel member 

Steven (Rachel) Bressler and grandfather of Zacha-

ry and Anna, died on December 18, 2018, at age 

85. He is also survived by his wife, Diane. 

Funeral services were graveside at Britton Road 

Cemetery in Rochester, New York on December 23, 

2018.   

May their memories be a blessing. 
 
Last month's Yiddish idiom was S'iz shver tzu zayn a 
Yid.  It means It's hard to be a Jew. Do you know this 
one? Du fangst shoyn on? Check out the February 
Menorah for the meaning. Meanwhile, please send 
me your news. Inquiring minds want to know – and 
kvel.  dzurer@gmail.com  

Nayes un Mekhayes for TI’ers (continued) 

In last month's Nayes un Mekhayes column I 
mentioned a local organization, Yachad, which had 
honored TI member Larry Baizer. I wish I had 
explained a bit more about the organization and 
given their contact information. My daughter-in-law 
Lisa Hershey is Yachad's Program Director for 
Community Outreach so this is an organization close 

to my heart. 

Yachad is a Jewish affordable housing nonprofit.  
Their work for over twenty-five years has resulted in 
the repair and preservation of hundreds of homes 
for lower income families in the metro DC 
area.  Many of our neighbors are in silent crisis as 
they lack the means for costly repairs.  Families live 
with leaky roofs, broken furnaces, and dilapidated 
kitchens. By tackling critical repairs, Yachad ensures 
homes are safe and healthy, and if someone has a 
disability, accessible. Yachad also creates new 
equity for families—creating greater wealth—
because homes in better shape are worth more to a 

homeowner.  

The name, Yachad, means together in Hebrew, which 
is how they do their work—together with volunteers, 
homeowners, community partners, and tradespeople. 
Community support helps extend its resources and is 

integral to its success. 

This year, with community support, Yachad helped 
110 households in the District and Prince George's 
County. This translates into 275 people, including 
many children. Donations and dedicated volunteers, 
including our own Larry Baizer, assisted in making 
that happen. Yet, there are many more families who 

need Yachad's services.  

Consider getting involved. Here’s how you and your 

friends can help: 

Every spring, if you listen closely, you can hear the 
sound of tool boxes jangling and rollers swooshing 
through paint trays during Yachad’s signature 
program, Sukkot in Spring, the nation’s largest 
community/home repair program sponsored by the 
Jewish community. Groups from across 
DC, Maryland and Virginia play key roles in 
addressing much needed repairs and giving 

neighbors a fresh start in their home. 

Individuals with handy skills can give back to the 
community year-round by becoming a 
Handymensch volunteer. Assist Yachad staff with 
small home repair projects after the professionals 
have finished. Volunteers grow their skills through 
trainings and enjoy a friendly supportive 
environment. The next training is coming up in 

January. 

Teens also have a unique opportunity to lend a hand 
through the Ramp It Up! summer program. Alongside 
a professional contractor, teens build a wheel chair 
accessibility ramp while earning service learning 

hours. 

Mitzvah Parties are other ways individuals, families, 
or businesses can get involved. One can celebrate a 
special occasion by sponsoring a house and doing 

meaningful work. 

We all need a functioning home to thrive. Working 
b’yachad we can transform houses and lives.  Check 
out their website at www.yachad-dc.org or call 202

-296-8563. 

Acts of Lovingkindness, One House at a Time - Diana Zurer 

www.yachad-dc.org
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Social Action Committee Christmas Dinner for the Homeless 

As usual, many people put a lot of work into 
organizing, preparing, and serving the people they 
supported in this one day event, and only some of 
them are captured in these photos. Thank you to all 
of them.  Dinners were served at four shelters: 
Adam's Place Men's Shelter, Harriet Tubman 
Women's Shelter, Patricia Handy Women's Shelter 

and Friendship Place’s La Casa Men’s Apartments.  

But this was a one day event, and TI Social Action 
serves food to the homeless throughout the year. 
So, whether you helped out or not, there are plenty 
of opportunities to get involved in the coming year, 

and we hope that you will take advantage of them. 

Turkey preparation photos by Varda Fink; other 
photos by Jeff Peterman.   More photos in next 

month’s Menorah. 
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I am happy to introduce Minyan Morashah - The 

Heritage Minyan of Tifereth Israel Congregation and 

SHIN-DC (Sephardic Heritage in DC).  This minyan 

will have alternative Conservative / Masorti Egali-

tarian services that are in Sephardic or Mizrakhi 

styles from around the world. 

We will be holding our first Friday night service on 

February 15th at 6pm, with a dinner option follow-

ing the service.  We will arrange our usual online 

sign-up and payment-for-dinner system through the 

TI office. 

 We are interested in finding volunteer service lead-

ers and Torah / Haftarah readers for future services 

of Minyan Morashah.  We would also like volunteer 

assistance with logistics.  Please contact me if you 

are interested in volunteering. 

Minyan Morashah 
Yvonne Shashoua 
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Beginnings of Judaism -- The World of the Sec-

ond Temple, Lectures 7-12 

We meet January 6th, 13th, and 20th to hear Dr. 

Isaiah M. Gafni, the Sol Rosenbloom Professor of 

Jewish History at The Hebrew University of Jerusa-

lem, bring to life the fascinating world of the Second 

Temple under the Greeks, Maccabees, and Ro-

mans. The lectures will be introduced and discussion 

led by historian and TI’er Cynthia Peterman. 

Sunday, January 6, 10:30 AM - 12:15 PM: 

 Lecture 7: Translating the Bible—The Septua-

gint. If the Bible was to be made accessible to all 

Jews, a translation of the Hebrew text was re-

quired for the Greek-speaking Jews dispersed 

throughout the Hellenistic world. The Greek ver-

sion of the Bible that emerged is known as the 

Septuagint (Latin for “seventy”). The Septuagint 

was one of the most ambitious translating projects 

in all of antiquity, and the first case of a major 

translation from an Eastern dialect into Greek. 

Once the transition was embraced by the early 

Christian Church as the authoritative text of the 

Bible, discrepancies between the standard He-

brew version and the Greek translation assumed 

major significance. 

 Lecture 8: Adding to the Bible—The Apocrypha. 

The Septuagint includes 14 or 15 texts not 

found in the Old Testament, commonly referred to 

as the Apocrypha (Latin for “hidden”). Almost all 

these additional works were produced after the 

books of the Hebrew Bible, either in the last two 

centuries B.C.E. or the 1st century C.E. Some are 

of a distinctly historical nature, such as I and II 

Maccabees; others, while purporting to present 

historical episodes, are in fact fictional novels with 

heavy moralistic agendas. These include the 

books of Tobit, Judith, Susanna, and Bel and the 

Dragon. Two other books, Ben Sira and the Wis-

dom of Solomon, are works of Wisdom, much in 

the style of the biblical Proverbs or Ecclesiastes.  

Sunday, January 13, 10:30 AM - 12:15 PM: 

 Lecture 9: Tobit—A New Path of Righteous-
ness. The book of Tobit is not only a delightful 
novel on the merits of righteousness, in many ways 
it points to a new or reinforced set of religious 
and ethical values that became particularly rele-
vant for Jews in the Second Temple period. Living 
in the Mesopotamian Diaspora, Tobit and his 
son Tobias exemplify the way Jews, no longer 
living in proximity to the Temple and able to 
serve God through sacrificial worship, 
can nevertheless adhere to the biblical Com-
mandments incumbent on all members of the faith. 
No less intriguing are the roles filled by the angel 
Raphael and the demon Asmodaeus, as well as a 
series of supernatural subplots that accompany 
our heroes from start to finish.  

 Lecture 10: Retelling the Bible—The Book of 

Jubilees. After the canonization of the Bible, 

Jews began retelling the biblical stories with new 

interpretations read into ancient characters and 

situations, such as in the 2nd century B.C.E. book 

of Jubilees. In Jubilees, the commandments of the 

Torah were carefully observed by the na-

tion’s biblical patriarchs—notwithstanding the fact 

that these holidays were intended to commemo-

rate events that transpired hundreds of years lat-

er. The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs rep-

resents a different genre of retelling, wherein a 

parent imparts deathbed wisdom and prophecy 

to his children.  

Sunday, January 20 10:30 AM - 12:15 PM: 

 Lecture 11: Revealing the Unknown. By the 
late Persian or early Hellenistic period, Jews be-
lieved that ongoing prophecy in its biblical form 
had been discontinued. But mankind’s thirst for 
knowledge of the innermost secrets of the world 
was now supplied by apocalyptic writing (from 
the Greek, “to reveal” or “uncover”). The authors 

Gevarim  
Andrew Reamer  
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Gevarim (continued) 

of these works, as opposed to the prophets of the 
Bible, rarely claim to have been privy to revela-
tions by God, but instead are usually informed 
by some sort of angelic intermediary or have a 
vision explained to them by one of the angels. 
Some of these visions are cosmological, revealing 
secrets of the universe and of nature. Others re-
late to the historical realm of God’s plans, wheth-
er on a national level with their implications for 
the future of the people of Israel, or on 
a universal scale. 

 Lecture 12: “Judaism” or “Judaisms”? During 

the Second Temple period, access to biblical 

texts and related literature created a plurality of 

opinions on almost every aspect of theological 

reflection. As Judaism evolved into a religion “of 

the book” and became more accessible, diversity 

of opinion naturally increased. Religious disputes 

led to sectarianism, with each group convinced 

that it alone observed the law properly. 

Talmud Study  

Saturday, January 12, 1:15 PM. Rabbi Chuck Fein-

berg will lead our Talmud study class. Text provided 

in English and Hebrew.  

Saturday, January 26, 1:15 PM. Rabbi Seidel re-

sumes the study of Talmud Tractate Berakhot in Eng-

lish translation.  

Movie Nite@TI 

On Sunday, January 24 at 7:30 PM in the Berch Li-

brary, Movie Nite@TI will show Jewish Luck, a 

1925 Soviet cinema adaptation of Sholom Alei-

chem’s story, “Mendel the Matchmaker” and the film 

debut of Solomon Mikhoels, considered the greatest 

living Yiddish actor of his time. Mikhoel’s character 

study of Mendel as a Chaplinesque figure – lovable, 

tragic and comic – has been called one of the finest 

performances in cinema history. Mendel is a luft-

mensch (one who buys and sells dreams) who, by 

chance, becomes a matchmaker and experiences one 

hilarious calamity after another. This film features a 

luminous dream sequence on the Odessa Steps that 

became the inspiration for the famous scene in Ser-

gei Eisenstein’s POTEMKIN, which was shot on the 

same location. 

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the 
following chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-
1605).  

 
 Shelly Heller         h: 301-942-1836 
                   w: 202-994-5906 
                 c:  301-996-2704 
 

 Marcia Goggin      h: 301-593-8480      
                 w: 301-754-1963 
                 c:  301.792.1063  
 

 Bruce Heppen      h: 301-299-3255 
                 c: 202-997-1890 
                 w: 703-417-8983 
 

 Robert Rovinsky     h: 202 237 1036 
                 c: 202 815 8707  

It’s Your Menorah 
It really is your Menorah.  If you have suggestions 

for improving it, or if there is something you’d like 

to see in these pages, please let me know at 

jweissmn@hers.com.  I’m already working on one 

interesting and exciting member suggestion, and 

I’d love to have more. 

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
mailto:jweissmn@hers.com?subject=Menorah%20idea
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B’nai Mitzvah  

 

Hello!  My name is Amira Handwerker, and my Bat Mitzvah 

will be on January 26th.  My parsha is Yitro.  This parsha is 

about Yitro’s idea to delegate the work of judging, and the 

ten commandments.   

I am a 7th grader at North Bethesda Middle School, where I 

play the trumpet in the band.  I have a younger brother and 

a younger sister.  I have been attending Camp Mosh for the 

past 5 years, and MoEd: A Jewish Afterschool Community 

and the Himmelfarb school for 7 years.  In my spare time, I 

like to take photos and go orienteering with my Girl Scout 

troop. 

On December 17, 2018, the TI Board voted to re-
name the Building Preservation Fund to honor 
George Greenberg (z”l).  It is now the George 

Greenberg Building Preservation Fund 

Many of us in the TI Community knew George 
Greenberg. George was a member of TI for over 40 
years and a Past President of TI.  All of us benefit 
from his foresight and dedication to TI’s financial sta-
bility and the maintenance of the integrity of our ma-

jor asset, our synagogue building.   

Our building is about 60 years old. Many years ago, 
George was instrumental in creating a dedicated 
fund, to be supported by every member, for the ex-
clusive purpose of protecting and improving TI’s 
building. George initiated the discipline of having a 
periodic reserve study performed by experts to in-
form TI’s annually elected Building Trustees. These 
reserve studies are for the purpose of scheduling me-

chanical and structural repairs and replacements. 

On a personal note, Lynne and I are long-time 
friends of the Greenberg family and our lives are 
enriched by that friendship. While it is fitting that the 
Building Preservation Fund be named in George’s 
honor, he would have been the first to credit all those 

who worked with him on TI initiatives. 

Building Preservation Fund Renamed to Honor George Greenberg 
John List 
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 Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments 

January 4, 2019  

Judi Berland 

Marsha Gentner  

Nicole Berns & Alex Schaffer  

Dana Beyer 

Jackie Binogol  

Sheri Blonder 

Gideon & Lisa Blumenthal 

Ron & Dina Borzekowski 

Larry & Lise Bram 

Sarah Bram  

Steven & Rachel Bressler  

Sharon Brown 

Laura Schiavo  

Joel & Alice Burton 

Susan Chapin 

Daniel Chazan & Ronit  

   Eisenbach  

Joel Cohen 

January 11, 2019  

Ann Cohen  

David & Judy Cohen 

David & Elana Cohen 

Hal Cohen & Katie Benton-Cohen  

Raymond & Rebecca Coleman 

Nataliya Chernyak Cowen 

Tamir & Rebecca Damari 

Miriam Davidson  

Joe Davidson  

Ronni Davis 

Adam Diamond & Rabbi Jane Berman  

Helen Disenhaus 

Stan Dorn & Carla Ellern 

Earl Dotter & Deborah Stern 

Desirée Douglas 

February 1, 2019  

Pierre & Deena Dugan 

Ernie Englander 

Rabbi Charles & Krayna Feinberg  

Mark Feldman & Miriam Feinsilver 

Gail & Roger Feldman  

Joshua & Mita Felman  

Bob Feron & Dione Pereira 

Karen Beiley  

Anita Finkelstein 

Jay & Rachel Finkelstein 

David & Patricia Fisher 

Paula Flicker 

Judah Flum & Lisa Itkin 

Lee & Brenda Footer 

Ira Forman & Caryn Pass 

February 8, 2019  

Bruce Friedland & Jenny Bryant 

Judy Galat & Geoff Thale 

William & Miriam Galston 

Rebeccah Gan  

Jared Garelick & Ellen Kramarow 

Andrew & Allegria Gelfand  

Brett Gerstein & Jackie Nolley  

Seth Glabman & Martha Hare 

Rick Glaser & Sheryl Gross-Glaser 

Rabbi Ilan Glazer & Sherri Vishner Glazer  

Howard Gleckman & Ann Kline 

John & Marcia Goggin 

 

Wednesday Night Minyan 
The Wednesday night weekday minyan has resumed. The brief service begins promptly at 6:10 and wraps up at 
6:30, in time for Hebrew School pick-up  We alternate between mincha and maariv, dependent upon the sunset. It’s  
a great way to meet other congregants, learn the evening service, and help those in our community who are saying 

kaddish. Unfortunately, we often struggle to make a minyan - so your participation is incredibly helpful.  

Please take a moment to indicate whether you will be able to join us each week. The sign-up sheet is available 

online here. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WI_SWBX2ZFdI49dfBirQ6jy2jJ8_lZCJ06ANcORQT3Y/edit#gid=962264543
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January Highlights at Tifereth Israel 
 

 

     January 6, 13    Video Classes on Second Temple Judaism with discussion led     

       and 20        by  Cynthia Peterman, 10:30 am 

 

     January 6       Rosh Hodesh Group Meeting, 4pm in the library.  RSVP to         

                 KNRSVP@Tifereth-Israel.org  

 

     January 12      Talmud Study, 1:15 pm in the Reamer chapel. Study text provided. 

      and 26 

 

     January 15    Kol Nashim Book Group meets at 7:30 in a member’s home to       

                 discuss The Lemon Tree: an Arab, a Jew, and the Heart of the       

                 Middle East by Sandy Tolan.  RSVP to knbook@tifereth-israel.org 

 

      January 20   Tu B’Shevat Seder, 6pm.   RSVP by noon January 15 here:  

                https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/tu-bshvat-seder.html 

 

     January 24      Movie nite @TI, showing Jewish Luck, a 1925 Soviet cinema        

                 adaptation of a Sholom Aleichem story, 7:30 pm 

 

      January 27   Havdallah Potluck, 6pm at the home of Sara & Josh Goldberg        

                  RSVP here: www.tinyurl.com/TIHavdalot  

 

      January 27   Class led by Barbara White on How to Get More Out of Synagogue    

                 Services, 11 am in the Reamer Chapel  

       

For further details on these and other TI events go to our website at www.Tifereth-Israel.org,  

           Facebook at www.facebook.com/TiferethIsrael, or Twitter at www.twitter.com/TiferethDC.  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/tu-bshvat-seder.html
http://www.tinyurl.com/TIHavdalot
http://www.tifereth-israel.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TiferethIsrael
http://www.twitter.com/TiferethDC
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Donations 

CHRISTMAS DINNER DONATIONS 

Donor  

Abraham & Dena Greenstein 

Anita Bollt & Seven Kalish 

Quentin & Gail Fisher 

Ira Forman & Caryn Pass 

Myrna Goldman 

Ilan Glazer & Sherri Vishner 

Sylvia Horwitz & Dov Weitman 

David & Shana Jacobs 

Martin Kessel & Gail Robinson 

David & Amy Kritz 

Phyllis K. Lerner 

Emily Novick & David Sieradzki 

Carol Stern 

Howard & Michele Sumka 

DIRECTED GIVING 

Donor 

Daniel & Allison Turner  

FUNERAL FUND DONATION 

Donor 

Arnold & Naomi Revzin 

GENERAL FUND 

Donor  

Abraham & Dena Greenstein 

Lois Hobson 

Donor                  In honor of 

Ethan Merlin & Joelle Novey Myrna Goldman 

Cynthia Pfeffer Ari Jade Edson, new  
  grandchild of Ray & 
  Rebecca Coleman 

Lynette & Bruce Pfeffer Ari Jade Edson 

MARVIN KAPLAN SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Donor   

Myrna Goldman 

Sylvia Horwitz & Dov Weitman 

David & Amy Kritz 

Carol Stern 

Donor                  In memory of 

Lee & Hedy Ohringer Princeton Lyman 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Donor                 

John W. & Clara C. Higgins Foundation 

TORAH REPAIR FUND DONATION 

Donor                  In memory of 

Eric & Shira Schechtman Mari Tischler 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

Donor                   

Ernie Englander 

Donor                  In memory of 

Natalie Arosemena Robert Allan Barr 

Natalie Arosemena Joseph Levin 

Lolita Baker Walter Wulfsohn 

Robert Chew & Ronna Corman-Chew Rosalind Corman 

Shirley Cowan Maurice Cowan 

Lois Frankel & David Hart Robert Frankel 

John & Marcia Goggin Cesia Ritter 

Tom & Lisa Goldring Clara Goldring 

Phyllis & Robert Greenberger Tillie Mogul 

Lillian Kronstadt Morris Wolf 

Alice Lazar Charles Lipshitz 

Barry Levin Joseph Levin 

Carol Levin Peter Jay Levin 

Carol Levin Celeste Green Gellner 

Ellen D. Levy David Levy 

Stephen Meltzer Florence Meltzer 

Beth Naftalin Micah Naftalin 

Arthur & Doris Pincus Esther Pincus 

Pearl & Lawrence Schainker Arnold Schainker 

Eric & Shira Schechtman Bernard Rubinstein 

Bernie Shleien Isaac Joel Shleine 

Gisele Tawil Roger A. Amsellem 

Jonathan & Catherin Tuerk Gladys Elizabeth Miller 

Harriet Vinner Helen Janus 

Louis & Glennie Wall David Wall 

Louis & Glennie Wall Rosa Wall  


