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Inside This Issue* Notes from the Rabbi:  Ethan Seidel 

Rest is Good 

I hope you all enjoyed a fruitful Tu B’Shevat. (Sorry, I couldn’t resist.)  

As you know, we try to provide the Congregation with advance 

notice of Board meetings, including agenda items. One important 

reason for this practice is to ensure that members who want to 

learn about the budget before the Annual Meeting can attend 

the Board meetings where we discuss and prepare the draft 

budget for presentation to the Congregation.   

Some congregants have pointed out that we have farther to go in 

moving towards transparency. Once upon a time, the Menorah 

included summaries of decisions made at TI Board meetings. This 

has not been the case recently.  

The Board voted to fill this gap by posting the full minutes of 

each Board meeting on TI’s website. To find them, visit the portion of the website that is 

hosted by Shulcloud and reserved for members who log in. Keep a weather eye out for 

those minutes! They’ll start appearing shortly.  

And please keep those transparency suggestions coming!  

Stan 

President’s Column:  Stan Dorn 

The pace of modern life continues to accelerate – both at work and at home.  And when 

we do carve out some down time, entertainment – high quality 

entertainment - is now available 24/7 to those with “smart” 

phones.  These two factors (among others) have gotten in the 

way of necessary sleep.  We live in an age of sleep-

deprivation, enabled by alarm clocks and coffee.  Maybe you 

think this not such a big deal?  But researchers tell us that lack of 

sleep is correlated with both weight gain and ill health in gen-

eral.  And for my part, is there anything as lovely as getting up, 

well rested, before the alarm clock nags us?  Why have we giv-

en that up? 

Bucking this trend is not easy.  The cultural demand that we be 

(Continued on page 2) 
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on call always, available constantly to our bosses and our 

families, has come to seem to many like an obvious ne-

cessity, and not a radical new idea, open to question.  

Our children have absorbed this cultural imperative 

to their detriment. 

All agree that children need even more sleep than 

adults, and that children are getting less and less 

sleep.  And there seems to be a growing consensus 

that the symptoms of ADD are virtually indistinguish-

able from those of sleep deprivation.  Some have 

argued that a significant percentage of children who 

are diagnosed with ADD would be best served if we 

first saw how their symptoms responded to their get-

ting enough sleep, before we resorted to drug treat-

Rabbi’s Column (continued) 
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ment. All agree that children need even more sleep 

than adults, and that children are getting less and 

less sleep.  And there seems to be a growing consen-

sus that the symptoms of ADD are virtually indistin-

guishable from those of sleep deprivation.  Some 

have argued that a significant percentage of chil-

dren who are diagnosed with ADD would be best 

served if we first saw how their symptoms responded 

to their getting enough sleep, before we resorted to 

drug treatment. 

Jewish tradition values rest 

Thank God, we Jews have a bulwark against this 

pernicious trend, this devaluing of sleep.  We have a 

tradition that values rest for its own sake.  Our belief 

that even God rested on the 7th day of creation, is a 

metaphor for a larger claim: rest is holy, and neces-

sary, and an integral part of creation.  Resting is not 

a sign of weakness – even God needs it.  Everyone 

who would create needs it.  In Exodus 31:17, when 

the Torah asserts that God rests, the Hebrew word 

used is vayinafash from the Hebrew root nefesh, 

meaning “soul”. 

Here are some ways to put our tradition to work for 

us, some practical advice: 

1. Think about leaving your smart phone at home 

sometimes.  Ask yourself: “Is it really good for 

me to be constantly in touch, able to be interrupt-

ed at any time?”  Especially those of you who 

have a creative piece to what you do – the abil-

ity to is a mechaya.   

2. Think about ditching your smart phone altogeth-

er.  As many of you know, I’ve never owned a 

smart phone, and even my cell phone I rarely 
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Visits by Rabbi Seidel 

Are you homebound, or hospital-bound, and would 
like a visit from Rabbi Seidel? Or do you know of 
someone in the congregation who could use such a 
visit?  Please let Rabbi Seidel know, either by phone 
at 202-882-1605 x 302, or by email at 

tirabbi@tifereth-israel.org. 

carry around with me.  I just don’t see the need for 

it, and I see plenty of downsides.  These things are 

not cheap, they are addictive, they compromise 

face-to-face interactions, they use rare-earths, 

they support multi-national corporations whose mo-

tives are suspect.  And I’ll note that I find it no eas-

ier to get ahold of people in these days of con-

stant access, than I did in the old days of land 

lines.  In fact, communication is harder nowadays – 

people have so many ways to be contacted, on so 

many different platforms, that they can never re-

spond to it all.  Unless, of course, you devote your 

life to keeping a clean inbox, in which case your 

creative output will suffer. 

3. For those with children in the house:  if you feel for 

some reason that your children must have smart 

phones, make sure that those phones don’t accom-

pany these children to bed at night.  The experts 

recommend that these phones be docked at a rea-

sonable hour in an adult’s room, lest the children 

be on the phone to the wee hours (apparently a 

common phenomenon nowadays) texting and com-

municating on the latest app.  You wouldn’t let 

them have a bowl of candy in their room, right?  

So why this new, equally distracting, even danger-

ous source of temptation? 

We can measure modernity against our tradition 

Judaism gives us an alternative to genuflecting in the 

face of hegemonic cultural norms.   We have a tradi-

tion against which we can measure modernity.  In par-

ticular, our tradition gave the world the idea of rest as 

a holy activity.  Think twice before you reject the truths 

with which we have been blessed, in favor of the latest 

fad.  

Rabbi Seidel 

Rabbi’s Column (continued) 

Calling All Science Fiction Fans 

Do you read science fiction?  And do you want to 

talk about Jewish-oriented science fiction with 

other enthusiasts? 

 

I’m thinking of starting an informal occasional 

series of discussions of science fiction and related 

genres that have some Jewish content.   

 

We are the Galactic Synagogue after all. 

 

If you’re interested, and if you have works to 

suggest, please contact Jessica Weissman.   

mailto:tirabbi@tifereth-israel.org
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Sheryl Frank and Michael Stempel – Sheryl and Michael 
are not completely new to TI.  They were members years 
ago until their then-young children started day care at 
another synagogue.  Sheryl, originally from Brooklyn, is a 
psychologist.  She has a private practice in Silver Spring 
where she sees adults, children, and families.  Michael is a 
podiatrist practicing at GW.  He has special skill dealing 
with diabetes-related foot wounds.  Their formerly young 
children are Sasha, now 17, and Talia, 20.  The family 
enjoyed seeing many of their TI friends at the high holi-

days this past year. 

Alex Isicson and Rin Kemp – Alex is not new to TI either; 
he grew up here.  His mother is long-time member Anita 

Isicson.  Rin, however, grew up in Chattanooga, Tennes-
see, before moving with her family to Virginia.  Alex is a 
trained locksmith and security technician.  Rin had been 
staying home taking care of their baby, but now is also 
doing some work as a bookkeeper and organizer.  The 
baby, Arella, is almost two, and reportedly starting to 
form sentences.  As a sideline, Alex is a serious maker of 
mead, the ancient form of wine made from honey.  It is a 
hobby for the patient, as a batch takes a full year to set-
tle before it is drinkable and ready for final tweaking 

and flavoring. 

Welcome to this month’s featured new and not completely 

new members!  

New Members 

Jared Garelick 

Havdallah Potlucks! 

Havdallah potlucks are a lovely TI tradition and an excellent way to get to know your fellow congregants in  relaxed 

atmosphere.  Bring a dairy or parve dish to serve 8-10 people.  6:30—9:30. 

Upcoming potlucks: 

February 10 at the home of Adrienne Torrey, Joel Coffidis & Miriam Torrey-Coffidis 

March 3rd at the home of Lisa Itkin and Judah and Michael Flum 

Sign up for one or both of them here:  http://tinyurl.com/TIHavdalot   

Tu B’Shevat may be over by the time you read this. However, I want to point out two important new books on Judaism 
and Ecology. The first is called “Kabbalah and Ecology”. It’s by R. David Seidenberg, who was ordained by both JTS 
and R. Zalman Schachter-Shalomi z”l. He also studied physics and math at Dartmouth. Cambridge Press published the 
book and gives this abstract: “Kabbalah and Ecology is a groundbreaking book that resets the conversation about 
ecology and the Abrahamic traditions. … Deeply grounded in traditional texts and fluent with the physical sciences, this 
book proposes not only a new understanding of God's image but also a new direction for restoring religion to its senses 

and to a more alive relationship with the more-than-human, both with nature and with divinity.”  

The second is “Hospitable Planet: Faith, Action, and Climate Change” by Dr. Stephen A. Jurovics. He is an engineer who 
has focused on environmental issues since the 1970s and is married to Rabbi Raachel Jurovics. The increasing severity of 
environmental problems led him to research the environmental teachings of the Torah, particularly exploring whether 
they contained instructions relevant to contemporary issues such as greenhouse gas emissions, preserving biological 
diversity, treatment of the land, and sustainability. Published by Morehouse Publishing, the book is aimed at Christians 

as well as Jews.  

At Shabbat services on January 20 Carolivia Herron made a brief mention of Marvin Caplan, the white man who 
welcomed her African-American family to the neighborhood, whose yahrtzeit was that day. We have several copies of 
his memoir, Farther Along: A Civil Rights Memoir, which includes his founding of Neighbors, Inc.,  the Takoma DC and 

Shepherd Park association formed to combat “block-busting” in the 1960s. 

Library News - Michele Sumka 

http://tinyurl.com/TIHavdalot
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Yes, Jesus had a brother. He had four, in fact, and at least 

two sisters, according to the Gospel accounts. The most 

consequential of the siblings is known to historians as 

James the Just. That Jesus had biological siblings is a 

problem for the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox 

Churches, which maintain that Mary, although married, 

remained a virgin throughout her life.  The Catholic Church 

explains the Gospel references to brothers and sisters as 

really meaning “cousins,” while Eastern Orthodoxy con-

tends that these were children of Mary’s husband, Joseph, 

from an earlier marriage, making them stepbrothers and 

stepsisters of Jesus. For Jews and others who have no 

problem with the idea of Mary and Joseph having had 

children together, there is no reason not to adopt the 

p’shat (straightforward) interpretation of the Gospels on 

this point and assume that those called brothers and sisters 

were precisely that. 

Ya’akov HaTzaddik 

James the Just – the name presumably a translation of 

Ya’akov HaTzaddik (Jacob the Righteous) -  was appar-

ently an impressive figure, sharing some of his brother’s 

charisma. He appears suddenly in the New Testament 

Book of Acts, without being introduced, acting as the lead-

er of the Jerusalem-centered movement of Jesus followers. 

The author may have assumed readers knew who James 

was, or found it embarrassing that Jesus’s brother, rather 

than one of Jesus’s original disciples, was chosen to lead 

the Jesus movement.  (The Catholic Church considers James 

the Just to have been the first “Bishop of Jerusalem,” but 

the not the first Pope – that distinction goes to the disciple 

Peter, by virtue of his having supposedly been the first 

“Bishop of Rome.”) James makes two appearances in Acts, 

both involving encounters with Paul, the self-styled Apostle 

to the Gentiles, and both concerned the issue of Torah ob-

servance. The first encounter concerned whether Gentile 

followers of Jesus were required to observe the Torah 

(only to a limited extent, it was decided); the second con-

cerned the continuing requirement for Torah observance 

among Jewish followers and whether Paul was misleading 

Jewish Christians in the diaspora on this score. Paul refers 

to James in his letters as “the Lord’s brother.” 

Leader of the Movement 

All sources agree that James was a very pious and ob-

servant Jew. In the non-canonical Gospel of Thomas, Jesus 

is quoted as saying that it was for the sake of James the 

Just that heaven and earth were created. Quite an en-

dorsement!  James was apparently a person of considera-

ble importance in 1st century Jerusalem. He was probably 

chosen to lead the Jesus movement, not only because of his 

personal qualities, but because Jesus was regarded by his 

followers as a messianic king, and when a king departs 

the scene, a close relative, usually a son or brother, takes 

his place. In James’ case, he would not have been consid-

ered a king himself, since Jesus was thought to still be 

alive in heaven and soon to return, so he was likely 

viewed as a prince regent, but still royalty. There is an 

Armenian cathedral in Jerusalem that claims to possess the 

throne James allegedly sat upon. 

Victim of the High Priest 

Like his more famous brother, James met an unfortunate 

end, executed (by stoning) in 62 C.E., according to the 

Jewish historian Josephus, through the machinations of the 

High Priest, a Sadducee. What specific offense led to his 

execution is not clear, but it may have resulted from his 

opposition to the corrupt high priesthood. In those days, 

the High Priest was appointed by Rome, and bribery of-

ten played a role in the selection.  

Josephus claimed that James’ execution offended those 

inhabitants of Jerusalem “who were considered the most 

fair-minded and who were strict in their observance of the 

Law,” and they succeeded in getting the High Priest re-

sponsible for the execution fired after only 3 months in 

office. Who were these most fair-minded Jerusalemites? 

Scholars speculate they were leading Pharisees, members 

of the movement that grew into Rabbinic Judaism. As for 

the Jewish Christianity James led and which held him in 

great esteem, it died out over the next several centuries, 

after being condemned as heretical by both the Ro-

man Church and the Rabbis. After that, James was 

largely ignored, though in recent years he has been 

rediscovered and been the subject of a number of 

books, both scholarly and popular. 

Jesus Had a Brother? 
Richard Kruger 
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Himmelfarb & Chai Happenings 

Rina Rebibo 

Dedicated Parents 

Himmelfarb is blessed to have an active parent body. Renee Gindi, a parent of two Himmelfarb students, or-
ganized a group of TI members to go together to the Silver Spring Civic Center on Monday January 15th to  
volunteer for a day of service through the Montgomery County Volunteer Center, (see photo). Our PTA contin-
ues to grow and this year organized a Teacher Appreciation Brunch on January 28th.  The next PTA meeting 
will be Sunday February 4th at 9:45 AM.  If you are interested in getting involved email Rina at rina@tifereth
-israel.org.  
 

Better Together 

On Sunday January 7th, the Better Together program met with Stephanie Firestone, Senior Strategic Policy 

Advisor for AARP. Both generations enjoyed her presentation on issues facing older adults. On Sunday Febru-

ary 4th, our Better Together participants will meet at Gary Rosenthal’s studio in Kensington where they will be 

making mezuzot as part of a Hiddur Mitzvah program.  

Purim 

This year, Purim starts on Wednesday evening February 28th. In lieu of classes, we will be having a special 

youth program, open to all children ages K-6th grade starting at 5:30 PM. Also at 5:30 there will be a fun 

filled Tot Purim program. Families are encouraged to stay for dinner at 6:30 and then join Maariv & Megillah 

reading at 7:00PM. To register for dinner:  tinyurl.com/purimdinner18 

Photo 

by 

Rachel 

Meytin 

mailto:rina@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:rina@tifereth-israel.org
file:///C:/Users/Jessica/Downloads/tinyurl.com/purimdinner18
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Kol Nashim  
Adele Natter 

Game night, sponsored by 

KN and Gevarim 

A large and enthusiastic crowd 

turned out for Game Night on Jan. 

20th.  Everyone found something 

to their liking, including scrabble 

games, chess, mah jongg, knitting, 

anagrams, jigsaw puzzling —  and 

snacking.  Ray Natter won the 

poker game against some expert 

competition.  See photos below. 

Ladies’ rooms are now 

stocked 

You may have noticed the toiletries 

in the women’s restrooms on Shab-

bat and holidays.  Kol Nashim, in a 

pilot project, has provided these 

for anyone who needs them. 

 

Photos 

by Julie 

Steinberg 

Photo by Julie Steinberg 

Photo by 

Jessica 

Weissman 

Photos by 

Jessica 

Weissman 
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Thoughts on being a nonbinary conversion student at TI 
Kit Mead 

I’m a conversion student here at TI and super happy to 

be one!   While every conversion student is different in 

their own way, my difference is that my gender 

identity is nonbinary, which for me means I also identify 

as transgender. Simply put, I do not feel like I’m a man 

or a woman – rather I feel that I am carving out a 

gender experience unique to me, and I ascribe the 

label non-binary to it. I first started finding words for 

my experience in college - before then I felt weird 

calling myself a girl/woman, even though that’s what 

everyone else called me. Then I found there are labels 

for gender variance, and they fit me.  

Many nonbinary people want to be called by gender-

neutral terms.  For example, MxActivist of the UK 

writes: “I shouldn’t be referred to as man, woman, 

male or female. Gender neutral language should be 

used, and gendered language should be avoided. This 

can take some getting used to if you don’t normally use 

the singular they even for people whose gender is 

unknown, and especially if you’ve been taught from a 

young age that it’s grammatically incorrect!”  Note 

though, that we already have words like parent or 

child that are gender neutral.  For personal pronouns, I 

prefer that instead of he or she, to use the singular 

“they”.   For titles, I prefer the gender neutral honorific 

Mx. In 2015, the Oxford dictionary added it to its 

lexicon.  

I don’t expect everyone to understand my gender 

identity or remember the pronouns I use every time. I 

do expect people to be respectful of me and what I’m 

asking people to honor. That means I expect people to 

try to use they/them pronouns for me in English.  It also 

includes making sure rituals I am involved in are as 

inclusive of my identity as possible. I am more than 

happy to help do research, find resources, and plan 

for said rituals. Making these efforts for me will help 

make our community welcoming to other persons who 

are transgender and/or nonbinary. 

While as a conversion student, I haven’t yet 

participated in rituals such as Torah reading, I’ve been 

thinking ahead to everything from the beit din to the 

Hebrew naming ceremony to if/when I do get the 

opportunity to take an aliyah. For my prospective 

Hebrew names, I’ve been thinking of choosing one that 

is gendered, after a friend’s Hebrew name, and one 

that is more gender-neutral (with metaphorical 

connotations to the LGBTQ community).  

Aster Treitman in a Tablet article discussed nonbinary 

gender identity and the development of options for 

rituals.  They avoided ritual that would require 

gendered language for a while, but then their little 

sister had a Bat Mitzvah and their parents wanted to 

know if Treitman should be called up to the Torah by 

Ya’amod or Ta’Amod. Treitman chose ‘Ya’Amod’ with 

their new gender-neutral Hebrew name:  They writes: 

“Their reasoning was that if you have men and women 

together in Hebrew, the plural takes on the masculine 

form. [My] identity has both masculinity and femininity, 

so ‘masculine was linguistically appropriate.’ 

But... there is a third option… Fort Tryon Jewish Center 

in Washington Heights, for example, uses a 

grammatical loophole: The phrase ‘Na La’Amod,’ 

‘Please rise,’ in Hebrew changes the verb in question 

into the infinitive, which is inherently gender-neutral. As 

for the name, ‘Bat’ or ‘Ben,’ daughter or son, becomes 

‘MiBeit’—from the house, or family of, the parents of 

the honoree.” And in fact, Rabbi Seidel used both 

ideas at the recent ‘Kabbalat Mitzvah’ (a gender-

neutral term for “Bar or Bat Mitzvah) of a non-binary 

child at TI a few months ago. 

As you can see from the examples above, the non-

binary community are coming up with many ways to 
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At our January meeting the KN Book Club discussed   

Washing the Dead by Michelle Brafman, about family 

secrets, mothers and daughters, and being cut off 

from one’s community—or not.  Consensus was that 

the story was compelling, but the writing itself (while 

unobjectionable) could have been better and freer.  

February Reading—Free Spirit  

On February 20th at 7:30 we will meet to discuss 

Joshua Safran's memoir Free Spirit: Growing Up On 

the Road and Off the Grid. When he was four years 

old, his mother--determined to protect him from the 

threats of nuclear war and Ronald Reagan--took to 

the open road with her young son, leaving the San 

Francisco countercultural scene behind. Together they 

embarked on a journey to find a utopia they could 

call home. In Free Spirit, Safran tells the harrowing, 

but also funny story of his childhood chasing this per-

fect life off the grid--and how they survived the im-

perfect one they found instead.  Later in life he re-

connects to his Jewish roots. 

Some copies are available in the Montgomery Coun-

ty  and DC public library systems.   It is also availa-

ble in paperback and electronic forms from the usual 

sources. 

Everyone is welcome, including those who have not 

finished or even started the book. 

RSVP to knbook@tifereth-israel.org 

Our March 20th book is Lauren Belfer’s novel After 

the Fire.  What if a new cantata by J.S. Bach sur-

faced … with distinctly anti-Semitic lyrics?   

Sad News—Julius Lester 

Julius Lester died on January 18th.  He was an end-

lessly fascinating figure, a prolific author, and a Jew 

by choice.  His works include Autobiography of God, 

a novel that many book club members feel was 

among the most memorable and striking we have 

read.  Among his other works are a spiritual autobi-

ography entitled Lovesong: Becoming a Jew and two 

delightful and funny children’s books about creation 

entitled What a Truly Cool World and When the Be-

ginning Began.  They feature angels named Shaniqua 

(the angel in charge of everybody’s business), Jen-

nifer and Bruce (who wears glasses); God getting 

excited and creating bugs by accident; and God’s 

wife Irene, who also wears glasses.   

Kol Nashim Book Club - Jessica Weissman 

Thoughts on being a nonbinary conversion student at TI 

(continued) 

make language gender-neutral. The examples I 

have chosen above express my preference.  Other 

nonbinary persons may have different ideas about 

what kinds of language and ritual work for them.  

The transgender, nonbinary, and gender non-

conforming  communities have been evolving over 

time with language, identity, and visibility. We have 

been around for longer than people think. We’ve 

had other words and labels to describe our 

experiences ,  and somet imes dif ferent 

conceptualizations of them. The differences now are 

the labels, the visibility, and more people feeling 

strong enough to ask for their identities to be 

accommodated.  

We are a people with both individual and unifying 

experiences, like Jewish people. Sometimes we are 

part of both communities. When that happens, as I 

am starting to experience now, we ask that our 

community practice inclusivity and respect in both 

words and actions.  Embrace us as being part of the 

great number of ways to be Jewish or Jewish-in-

progress.  
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TI’s Hevrah Kadisha 
Shelly Heller 

In the late 1970s TI began the process of forming the Fu-

neral Practices Committee (FPC) with support from many 

Tiers, including Al Blanco (who newer Tiers will know as the 

source of “Al Kayn” response during the Alenu prayer). 

Shortly after the committee was formed Al’s wife, Rose, 

was murdered and her funeral was the first supported by 

the FPC. Coming into the synagogue that day, I knew I 

had to honor Rose who taught me how to make fabulous 

Syrian delicacies and Al who saved my favorite candies 

for me each Shabbat. I knew I wanted to honor the Blan-

cos. I just didn’t know how. 

Within days of Rose’s funeral, the mother of a close friend 

died. I accompanied her to the funeral home to make ar-

rangements. I  asked if I could be a shomer as a way to 

honor both the Blancos and my friend. “Yes,” I was told. 

“Come tomorrow at 7 a.m. to the side door of the funeral 

home.” 

I did and was ushered into the “reposing room”. There was 

a coffin along one wall and an elderly man, who clearly 

had been there all night, sitting on a nearby sofa. He said 

“They said a woman was coming, but I didn’t believe 

them.” He seemed hesitant to leave, so I said stay – the 

family would be honored.  As this was my first experience 

as a shomer, I spent a lot of time looking around and no-

ticed a knob on the coffin. “What is that,” I asked?  He led 

me to the coffin so I could show him, and he proceeded to 

lift the cover.  I was frozen in my place, but, it turned out 

the coffin was empty. “Where is Mrs. X” I asked.  “Oh,” he 

said, “I say T’hillim over the lamps and chairs, the met (the 

body) is floors below us.”  

Then and there I resolved myself to join the TI Funeral 

Practices Committee and help to provide a halakhic funer-

al experience. (Though the Hevrah Kadishah’s main re-

quirements are the showing of proper respect for a 

corpse, and the ritual cleansing of the body and subse-

quent dressing for burial at  TI I believe we have expand-

ed the term Hevrah Kadishah/TI Funeral Practices Commit-

tee to include all that the committee does in the face of a 

death). 

I served as a shomer for many years, sometimes bringing 

one of my teenage boys along. And, all the while I kept 

wondering, selfishly, what is death like? I just could not 

understand, nor imagine, what it meant to be dead and I 

wanted to understand as much as I could. Perhaps partici-

pating in taharah would help me address my fears and 

concerns. 

My first taharah experience, trained by Linda Richie of 

the Washington Hevrat Nashim, was a spiritual experience 

that repeats itself every time I work with a group of wom-

an to perform a taharah. In my own way, I have come to 

believe in the soul. I can appreciate the beauty and gen-

tleness of taharah, but I also know that the soul that de-

fines who we are leaves us.  And, given the respect of-

fered the met during tahara I believe we have sent the 

soul on a peaceful journey. 

Being a member of the TI Hevrah includes more than be-

ing a shomer or performing tahara. The Hevrah is availa-

ble to guide the family of the deceased through the myri-

ad of details and actions that need to take place when a 

Jew dies. The items on our  Hevrah checklist enable us to 

accomplish our tasks: make arrangements with the funeral 

home, gather the necessary facts about the deceased for 

government and newspaper reports, work with the rabbi 

to set the time for the funeral, arrange for shomrim, ar-

range for meals of condolence,  and insure that the con-

gregation knows about the funeral and shiva. 

Not everyone’s experience mirrors mine, and not every 

one engages in all responsibilities of the Hevrah. I am sure 

each member of the Hevrah Kadishah has their own rea-

sons for choosing to participate and the tasks that engage 

in. Consider becoming a Haver, lead a minyan, support 

Helping Hands to name a few.  I urge you to join the Fu-

neral Practices Committee.  

Please ask other members to relay their experience as 

you consider joining the FPC.  We are: 

Shelly Heller         h: 301-942-1836 

                w: 202-994-5906  

David Cohen       h: 301-652-2872 

Marcia Goggin     h: 301-593-8480   

              w: 301-754-1963 

Bruce Heppen      h: 301-299-3255 
              c:  202-997-1890 

              w: 703-417-8983 

Robert Rovinsky     h:2 02 237 1036 
              c: 202 815 8707  

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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There are a lot of ways to get involved at Tifereth 
Israel this month! 
 
Shabbat Dinner Theatre 
Our monthly Shabbat dinner will be held on Febru-
ary 9. Join us for Shabbat services at 6:00 pm, fol-
lowed by an Israeli dinner at 7:00 pm. On the menu 
is shawarma, falafel, and more. After dinner, Rabbi 
Seidel will perform his new one-man play Oved. If 
you have some spare time before the dinner, he sug-
gests reacquainting yourself with the book of Ruth. 
Make sure to register for this dinner by February 6 
so you can get the member price. You can sign up at 
www.tinyurl.com/TIfeb18.  
 
Museum of the Bible 
Back in November, there was a lively discussion on 
the TI listserv about the recently-opened Museum of 
the Bible. While some congregants wanted to visit 
the museum out of sheer curiosity, others were ada-
mant about wanting to avoid it. TI Staff members in 
the office watched this conversation unfold with some 
interest, even discussing the idea of a group trip to 
the museum. We learned that the museum has an 
exhibit featuring a live sofer that allows museum vis-
itors to see the process of a Torah actually being 
written and speak with the sofer about Torah and 
Judaism. Now, we’re looking forward to welcoming 
the sofer, Rabbi Eliezer Adam, to Tifereth Israel on 
February 25 at 7:30 pm. He’ll talk about his work as 
a sofer and about his experiences at the Museum of 
the Bible. Even though the program is free to attend, 
we ask that you register so we know how many to 
expect: www.tinyurl.com/RabbiAdam18. This pro-
gram is open to the community, so please invite any 
friends you think may also be interested! 
 
Purim 
Purim has always been one of my favorite holidays. 
It reminds me of dressing up in a costume, baking 
and eating hamentashen, hearing the megillah read-
ing at synagogue, and having fun at a Purim carni-
val. I’m so excited to tell you about everything that 
TI is offering for Purim this year. There are adver-
tisements for Purim sprinkled throughout this edition 

of the Menorah. See if you can find them all. 
 
The first Purim program will be the carnival on Sun-
day, February 25. We’re looking for volunteers to 
help with everything from setting up games to selling 
tickets to serving food. Teens, remember that you 
can get community service hours for helping out even 
just for an hour or two. Sign up here: 
www.tinyurl.com/TIcarnival. On Monday, February 
26, Rabbi Seidel will lead hamentashen baking in 
the TI kitchen. Come help mix dough at 10 am or 
bake at 8 pm. There are limited spots for this fun 
activity, so be sure to sign up as soon as possible: 

www.tinyurl.com/purimbake18.  

Purim itself starts on Wednesday, February 28, so 
clear your calendar now to spend the evening with 
your TI community! At 5:30 pm, all tots and their 
grown-ups are invited for a craft program and ser-
vice just for them, while all kindergarteners through 
sixth graders will also have a special program. All TI 
congregants are welcome to dinner at 6:30 pm, af-
ter the tot and youth programs have concluded. 
Make sure to register by February 26 to get the 

member price: www.tinyurl.com/PurimDinner18.  

Throughout the evening, you’ll have the opportunity 
to sample and order wine for Pesach, as well as 
purchase a pasta grogger from TI teens. All pro-
ceeds from the grogger sale will go to the TI USY 

Tikkun Olam Fund.  

Perform a Spiel or Read Megillah 
The Megillah reading and spiels will start at 7 pm. 
Want to get involved by reading megillah or per-
forming a spiel? Email Rabbi Seidel at 
eseidel@tifereth-israel.org to sign up. A megillah 
reading part can be as short as three verses and 
Rabbi Seidel will even make you an MP3 to help 
you learn it! Finally, on Thursday, March 1, you can 
come hear the megillah reading one more time at 7 
am. As you can tell, there’s a lot going on for Purim 
– we hope to see you here at TI for one or more of 

these programs! 

February Happenings at TI 
Shoshana Strom 

http://www.tinyurl.com/TIfeb18
http://www.tinyurl.com/RabbiAdam18
http://www.tinyurl.com/TIcarnival
http://www.tinyurl.com/purimbake18
http://www.tinyurl.com/PurimDinner18
mailto:eseidel@tifereth-israel.org
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Nakhes Fun Kinder and Gen-
eral Mispoche News Dept. 

Lynn Golub-Rofrano spent Ha-
nukkah in Paris with her daughter.  
Myriam is working in Israel for the 
year as a MASA Israel* Teaching 
Fellow and they met halfway, 
since she was off for Hanukkah.  
This was a mother-daughter trip 
and they enjoyed touring the sites 
of Paris, including the Musee d'Or-
say and the Louvre, as well as at-
tending the Ballet Preljocaj Soirees 
de Gala at the beautiful Opera 
Royal in Versailles, and creating 
their own perfume scents. Lynn re-
ports that It was wonderful to see 
Myriam and to discover the City 

of Lights together! 

*In case you didn't know, courtesy 
of their website: “Masa Israel 
Journey is the leader in immersive 
international experiences in Israel 
for young adults (18-30). Our di-
verse portfolio of study abroad, 
internship, service learning, or 
Jewish studies programs help you 
grow—as a person, a profession-
al, and a leader— while also de-

veloping a robust global profes-
sional network. Since its founding 
in 2004 by the Prime Minister's 
Office of the Government of Isra-
el, together with The Jewish Agen-
cy for Israel, over 120,000 young 
people from more than 60 coun-
tries have participated in Masa 

Israel programs.”  

Alan and Cyndy Weitz report 
that their son, Joshua Weitz, who 
is a professor at Georgia 
Tech, has been elected as a Fellow 
to the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. Mazel-

Tov! 

Meh Fort 

Once again, Claudine Schweber 
and Ed Koren spent the weeks 
before and after the New 
Year...in Paris!  Yes, seeing Clau-
dine's cousin and family are one 

reason (need more to visit Paris?) 

Claudine also visited the French 
organization that saved her moth-
er's life during WWII (OSE)--this 
Jewish organization continues to 
provide health care to low income 

persons and works with the French 
government and Israeli specialists, 
to provide trauma care assistance 
to schools and French officials. 
Claudine is president of the OSE-

USA group. 

If you go to Paris at any time, 
Claudine and Ed recommend two 
activities, which they visited for the 
first time: Musee Nissim de Camon-
do, the home of a wealthy Jewish 
family of bankers from the Otto-
man empire, built in the early 20th 
century, patterned after the petit 
Trianon of Versailles. It contains a 
massive collection of art and furni-
ture from the l8th century. (I sec-
ond the recommendation- dz.) And 
the Alfred Dreyfus grave in Mont-
parnasse Cemetery, located in 
what was one of the Jewish sec-
tions of Paris. It is a very modest 
tombstone with names of other 
Dreyfus family members also in-
terred, and with only his name, 
rank and dates of birth and 
death.  If you go, wander through 
this section to see the varied tombs 

(Continued on page 13) 

Nayes un Mekhayes for TI’ers 
Diana Zurer 

TI's Funeral Practices Committee is looking for a few additional volunteers to help us "honor the dead" and 

"nurture the living." Please join us to learn how to perform tahara (preparing the body for burial) 

on Sunday February 11 (2:00 - 4:00 p.m.). Participants will learn all of the intricacies and logistics behind 

this important custom. The training will be held at the Hines Rinaldi Funeral Home (11800 New Hampshire 

Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20904). We will meet participants at the entrance on the right side of the building 

(the shomer entrance).  

The training is open to both men and women and no prior knowledge or experience is necessary.  

Please RSVP to Jennifer Kefer (jenniferkefer@gmail.com) if you plan to participate so that we know how 

many to expect.  

Tahara Training February 11th 

mailto:jenniferkefer@gmail.com
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Nayes un Mekhayes for TI’ers (continued) 

of other French Jews, including the tomb of Emily Zo-

la, the dramatic defender of Dreyfus. 

So-why wait for 'April in Paris'? 

Dergraychungn (Accomplishments) 

Simcha Kuritzky placed three exhibits at the Florida 
United Numismatists show in January.  His Israel 
Coins and Idolatry took first place in World Coins, 
Henrietta Szold’s Legacy took second place in mis-
cellaneous, and Dutch-Israel Fantasy Coins took third 

place in tokens and medals. Mazel-Tov! 

Meldungen (Announcements) 

Bob Rovinsky will be teaching a class at the Jewish 
Study Center at Adas Israel on Valentine’s Day, Feb-
ruary 14th entitled “How to Tell a Love Story. Bob is 
a founding member of the Voices in the Glen Story-
telling guild and has been 
telling Jewish and Arab sto-
ries for over 30 years.  Its 
$15 for TI and Adas mem-

bers, $20 for others  

Happy News 

Mazel-Tov and Welcome to: 

Adele and Michael 
Sumner's granddaughter, 
Devorah Bluma. Their son 
and daughter-in-law, Louis 
and Samantha Sumner, 
had their first child on Janu-
ary 2, 2018.  The family 
lives in Ma'aleh Adumin, Is-

rael.  

Mae Cooper and Gideon 
Bass announced the birth of 
their son at 11:40 a.m. on 
Sunday, January 21, 2018. 
At birth he was 6 lbs, 14 oz, 
and 21 inches long. All are 
doing well. His name was to be announced at his bris 
Sunday, January 28, 2018 (after this issue was put to 

bed).  

Sad News 

Rachel Mintz, daughter of Rabbi Ben and Harriet 

Mintz, died on January 11, 2018. Rabbi Mintz is an 
educator and has taught at Tifereth Israel. For many 
years, their home was the last stop on the Sukkah 

Walk, serving candy to all comers. 

The funeral was on January 12, 2018 at Young Isra-
el of the West Side in New York City. Burial was at 

the Mount Zion Cemetery in Queens, NY.  

Naomi Decter, sister of TI member David Cohen 
(Judy Cohen), died January 19, 2018. She was 75 
and died after a long illness. She is survived by her 
husband, Avi Decter, her son, Eliav Decter (Alyce 
Callison), and two grandsons, Joshua and Nathaniel 
Decter. The funeral was in Philadelphia on January 

21, 2018. 

Barbara Jeanne Weitz, sister of TI member Alan 
Weitz (Cyndy Weitz), died January 22, 2018. She 

was 84 and died after a short ill-
ness. The funeral was in the Chapel 
at Judean Gardens in Olney, Mary-

land on January 24, 2018.  

May their memories be a blessing. 

Last month's Yiddish idiom was Azoy 
vert dos kikhl tzekrochen. I bet you 
figured it out: That's how the cookie 
crumbles. Instead of an idiom this 
month, I'll leave you with a link to a 
YouTube recording of Chava Alber-
stein and the Klezmatics. They're 
performing the song Ver Es Hot - 
lyrics by Avrom Reisen, one of the 
poets I talked about in my Decem-

ber SHALEM talk.  

I'm pretty sure you'll enjoy it, if you 
don't think it's too blasphemous – 
how's that for a come-on? The 
words are included, in Yiddish as 
well as a translation:  https://
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?

v=ztO4lQWJ-HM   

Please send me your news for the March Menorah. 
My deadline is Feb. 20. A shaynem dank. 

dzurer@gmail.com 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=16225+Batchellors+Forest+Road,+Olney,+Maryland+20832&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=16225+Batchellors+Forest+Road,+Olney,+Maryland+20832&entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztO4lQWJ-HM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztO4lQWJ-HM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztO4lQWJ-HM
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February Highlights at Tifereth Israel 
                            
     February 3      SHALEM post-Kiddush program: Author Susan Lerner will speak  
                   about How Zionism and Antisemitism influenced her novels      
                   1:15pm 
      
     February 9        Shabbat Dinner—Kabbalat Shabbat 6pm; then dinner and a       
                   performance by Rabbi Seidel of his latest play, Oved 
 
     February 18     Movie Nite@ TI, showing cutting-edge German silent film People   
                   on a Sunday.  7:30 pm 
 
     February 20     KN Book Club, 7:30 pm. Reading is Joshua Safran’s novel Free   
                   Spirit: Growing Up On the Road and Off the Grid. 
 
     February 25     Purim carnival, 12:15—2:15 pm 
 
     February 26     Hamentaschen baking with Rabbi Seidel.  10am to mix dough and 
                   8pm to bake 
 
     February 28     Erev Purim, with dinner at 6pm, megillah reading with spiels at    
                   7pm, and children’s events. 
      
 

For further details on these and other TI events go to our website at www.Tifereth-Israel.org,  
           Facebook at www.facebook.com/TiferethIsrael, or Twitter at www.twitter.com/TiferethDC.  

SHALEM  
Jessica Weissman  

On December 30th TI’s own Diana Zurer presented an 

Introduction to American Yiddish poetry on December 

30th.  From Morris Rosenfeld, a sweat shop poet from the 

end of the 19th c. to Aaron Zeitlin who died in 1974, she 

introduced us to charming and fascinating poems in Yid-

dish and English, read and sung.   

On January 6th a panel presented a program entitled 

"Honoring the Dead, Comforting the Living: Explor-

ing Funeral Practices at Tifereth Israel”.  The panel, mod-

erated by Jennifer Kefer, consisted of David Cohen, Ju-

dith Turner, Susan Catler, and Rabbi Seidel.  

February 3rd will see a literary turn.  Susan Lerner, au-

thor of historical novels, will speak about how Zionism 

and Antisemitism have influenced her writing. She will 

discuss the historical context of her novels, giving insight 

into prewar Poland’s Zionist youth groups, as well as the 

first Palestinian intifada. She will also speak a little about 

the value of keeping track of your own stories through 

journaling. 

Susan moved from the practice of law through creative 

nonfiction to writing novels.  Her works include A Suitable 

Husband and Children of Lies (novels) and The Journal 

Project about preserving family stories through journaling.  

Cynthia Peterman will present the SHALEM on March 

3rd.  Why do we feel pride when Jewish celebrities do 

something admirable? Why are we embarrassed when 

they act badly? Do famous Jews have a special responsi-

bility to the Jewish community? 

We'll explore these questions and more in the March 

SHALEM: "Celebrities, Trailblazers, and Being Jewish: Is 

There a Connection?" 

A few SHALEM slots are still available.  Contact me if 

you have an idea for a program. 

http://www.tifereth-israel.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TiferethIsrael
http://www.twitter.com/TiferethDC
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Movie Nite @ TI 

On Sunday, February 18 at 7:30 PM 
in the Berch Library, Movie Nite@TI 
will show People on a Sunday, a cut-
ting-edge 1930 German silent film 
by future Jewish film greats Billy Wil-
der, Robert and Curt Siodmak, and 
Edgar G. Ulmer, all of whom soon 
became forces in Hollywood. This ef-
fervescent, sunlit silent about a hand-
ful of city dwellers enjoying a week-
end outing offers a rare glimpse of 
Weimar-era Berlin. A unique hybrid 
of documentary and fictional story-
telling, "People on Sunday" was an 
experiment and a hit that would influ-
ence generations of film artists. The 
actors were amateurs whose day jobs 
were those that they portrayed in the 
film. Add-on: modern interviews  with 

star Brigitte Borchert and writer Curt 

Siodmak. The movie is free.   

Video Course: The World of Bibli-

cal Israel 

Video lectures on "The World of Bib-
lical Israel" continue on February 
11 from 10:30 AM-12:15 PM in the 
Berch Library. In this session, Oberlin 
College Professor Cynthia Chapman 
begins the section The Age of Em-
pires, 745–586 B.C.E. The two video 

lectures are:  

 Assyrian Incursion into Israel and 
Judah - introduces the Neo-
Assyrian Empire and discusses the 
Assyrian conquest of the northern 

kingdom of Israel 

 Life under Siege -- Sennacherib’s 
siege of Jerusalem in Judah in 

701 B.C.E.  

Each session includes an hour of lec-
ture and 45 minutes of discussion led 
by Allan Tulchin, Adult Ed Committee 
chair and Shippensburg University 

history professor. 

Shabbat Talmud Study 

Rabbi Seidel continues leading us in 
the study of Talmud Tractate Be-
rakhot in English translation. This trac-
tate is an extended discussion of the 
blessings that one recites on various 
occasions over one's life. The next 
sessions are on February 10th and 
24th from 1:15 to 2:00 PM in the 

Reamer Chapel. Books are provided.  

Feel free to drop in on our ongoing 

exploration of the Talmud.   

Gevarim  
Andrew Reamer  

TI New Member Shabbat  

On January 20th we honored everyone who joined or returned to TI in 2017.  They are: 

New Member Households 

Nicole Berns and Alex Shaffer 

Philip Wallach & Vera Krimnus and Bina and Ettie 

Mark & Ilene Levine 

Jamie Sorge & Malki Karkowsky and Shai and Areli 

Juliet & Daniel Kuhn 

Deborah Horowitz & Michael Bullen and Noah and 

Rebecca 

Rachel Lande & Francis Gomes and Roxanna 

Jeffrey & Lauren Nosanov and Nathan and Penelope 

Zach Weinstein 

Samuel Isaacson & Amelia Karraker 

Alexander Isicson and Virginia Kemp and Arella Kemp 

Steven Solomon & Cara Lichtenstein and Micah and 

Yasmin 

Sheryl Frank & Michael Stempel and Sasha and Talia 
Scott Lasensky & Elise Pressma and Alex, Evan and 

Gabriel 
Jessica Morris 

Marcy Colalillo 
Glen & Diane Thrush and Charles and Nathaniel 
Sarah Bram 
Sandra Adelstein 

Returning Member Households 

Richard Gryziak & S. Leigh Verbois and Samuel and 

Lorelei 

Adam Diamond & Rabbi Jane Berman and Mira, Galya 

and Raphael  
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 Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments 

Febrary 2, 2018  

Luis & Karen Acosta 

Andrew Afflerbach & Joanne Hovis 

Miriam Alpern 

Jon Alterman & Katherine LaRiviere 

Robyn M. Altman & Brendan J. 

Doherty  

Timothy Anderegg & Lisa Fogel-

Anderegg 

Leonard Bachman 

Heike Bailin 

Sidney Bailin 

Lawrence Baizer & Elaine Lewis 

Paul & Esther Bardack 

Burt Barnow 

Mae Cooper & Gideon Bass  

Charles Baum 

Leonard & Joy Baxt 

Mark & Mona Berch 

Alex Berg & Mikah Goldman  

Bruce & Laurie Berger 

Carl Bergman & Margie Odle 

Febrary 9, 2018  

Judi Berland 

Joe Berman & Marsha Gentner 

Nicole Berns & Alex Schaffer  

Dana Beyer 

Jackie Binogol  

Sheri Blonder 

Gideon & Lisa Blumenthal 

Ron & Dina Borzekowski 

Larry & Lise Bram 

Sarah Bram  

Steven & Rachel Bressler  

Sharon Brown 

Stephen Burd & Laura Schiavo 

Joel & Alice Burton 

Susan Chapin 

Daniel Chazan & Ronit Eisenbach  

Joel Cohen 

Febrary 23, 2018  

Ann Cohen  

David & Judy Cohen 

David & Elana Cohen 

Hal Cohen & Katie Benton-Cohen  

Raymond & Rebecca Coleman 

Jeffrey Colman & Ellen Nissenbaum 

Nataliya Chernyak Cowen 

Tamir & Rebecca Damari  

Miriam Davidson  

Joe Davidson  

Ronni Davis 

Adam Diamond & Rabbi Jane 

Berman  

Helen Disenhaus 

Stan Dorn & Carla Ellern 

Earl Dotter & Deborah Stern 

Desirée Douglas 

March 2, 2018  

Pierre & Deena Dugan 

Ernie Englander 

Rabbi Charles & Krayna Feinberg  

Mark Feldman & Miriam Feinsilver 

Gail & Roger Feldman  

Joshua & Mita Felman 

Bob Feron & Dione Pereira 

Eric Fingerhut & Karen Beiley 

Anita Finkelstein 

Jay & Rachel Finkelstein 

Matthew & Susan Finston  

David & Patricia Fisher 

Paula Flicker 

Judah Flum & Lisa Itkin 

Lee & Brenda Footer 

Ira Forman & Caryn Pass 

March 16, 2018  

Bruce Friedland & Jenny Bryant 

Arthur & Diane Friedman 

Judy Galat & Geoff Thale 

William & Miriam Galston 

Stephen Garber & Lynne Snyder 

Jared Garelick & Ellen Kramarow 

Andrew & Allegria Gelfand  

Seth Glabman & Martha Hare 

Rick Glaser & Sheryl Gross-Glaser 

Howard Gleckman & Ann Kline 

John & Marcia Goggin 

March 23, 2018  

Eliot & Traci Goldberg 

Joseph & Dody Goldberg 

Joshua & Sara Goldberg  

Myrna Goldman 

Paul Goldman & Debbie Pomerance 

Tom & Lisa Goldring 

Paul & Rachel Goldstein 

Francis Gomes & Rachel Lande  

Michael Gotthelf & Rachel Vile 

Stefan & Wilhelmina Gottschalk  

Stan Grabia & Varda Fink 

Lee & Jenni Grabel  

George & Marjorie Greenberg 

Henry & Melea Greenfeld  

Larry Greenfield & Melanie Gross 
Greenfield  

  

February and March Birthday/Anniversary Kiddushim  
Share your February or March simcha and help sponsor the birthday/anniversary kiddush.  Your 

name on a cake in squiggly icing!  Your birthday or anniversary in the bulletin and mentioned in the 

announcements!  

Sign up to sponsor at: www.tinyurl.com/TIbday  

February 3, 2018: deadline is January 31 

March 3, 2018: deadline is February 28 

http://www.tinyurl.com/TIbday
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Dear TI USYers, Kadimaniks, Parents, Families, and 

Friends:  

The last few weeks saw TI USY and Kadima contin-
ue to reach new highs and successes. Many TI Kadi-
maniks had an unbelievable night at Seaboard 
USY’s Saturday Night Live, meeting new friends 
from throughout Maryland, Virginia, and North 
Carolina. Our TI basketball teams showed off their 
skills and grabbed their first wins of the season in 
the Seaboard regional basketball league. Still, we 
had time for a successful and delicious evening at 
the TI Teen Shabbat and Tzedekah Dinner that 
featured over 10 USYers helping to lead Shabbat 
services, serve dinner, raise over 900 dollars, eat 
delicious kosher fried chicken, and continue to bond 
with our TI USY and Kadima community. We are 
excited to keep the momentum rolling with incredi-
ble events coming up in the next few months and 
hope to see you all there as we make new friends, 

eat great food, and form new memories together.  

Please check out our upcoming events below and 
as always reach out to: adam@tifereth-israel.org 
with any questions. We look forward to seeing you 

all soon.  

B’Shalom,  

Adam Rosen  

 

Upcoming USY and Kadima Events 

Saturday, February 3rd - TI Kadima MasterChef 

Competition – 7-9 PM – Tifereth Israel 

Join TI Kadima for a fun filled evening showing off 
your cooking skills and competing against your 
friends for the title of Kadima MasterChef. This 
program is free of charge. Please RSVP to ad-

am@tifereth-israel.org by Wednesday, Jan. 31st.  

February 16th-18th – Seaboard Region Winter 

Kadima Kallah – Capitol Camps 

Seaboard Region Kadima is excited to invite you 
to the upcoming Winter Kadima Kallah & 8th 
Grade Shabbaton! Winter Kadima Kallah is a time 
for 6-8 graders from all over the Seaboard Re-
gion (including Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
and Washington, D.C.) to join for a weekend of 
friends, endless fun, and a a few days away from 
home at the beautiful Capitol Camps in PA. Visit 
http://seaboardusy.org/calendar/winter-kadima-
kallah-2018/ for more information and registra-

tion.  

February 25th - Purim Carnival – 12:15-2:15PM - 

Tifereth Israel  

Join the TI community for the annual Purim Carnival 
on February 25th! There will be all new games, gi-
ant inflatables, and classic carnival foods to make 
this year’s Purim one you will not forget. Volunteers 
are needed to make this event shine and we ask all 
our teens and parents to please consider helping to 
make this event a success for the community. If you 
are interested in volunteering, please CLICK HERE.  

February 28th - USY and Kadima Shake Grogger 

Shake and Donate - 6:45PM – Tifereth Israel 

Before you head into Megilla Reading at 7PM, 
make sure you buy your pasta grogger from TI 
USY and Kadima as we raise money for the USY 
Tikkun Olam Fund, support Jewish charities around 
the world, and help fight hunger here at home. All 
pasta groggers will be donated to food banks af-
ter Purim. Have fun and make a difference this Pu-
rim with TI USY and Kadima.  

Updates from Your TI USY and Kadima Advisor 
Adam Rosen 

mailto:adam@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:adam@tifereth-israel.org
http://seaboardusy.org/calendar/winter-kadima-kallah-2018/
http://seaboardusy.org/calendar/winter-kadima-kallah-2018/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3x3r3n00_nt0r6RIYGFLCiDxnXanPkRcSKnzeHQ9mlN136w/viewform
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The Menorah 

Simcha Kuritzky 

While the hexagram or Magen David is the most used Jewish symbol today, the traditional symbol was the menorah or 

seven-branched candelabrum in the Temple.  Unlike the hexagram, the menorah was actually used on ancient Jewish 

coinage. 

  

The last Hasmonean King, Mattathius Antigonus, issued a rare coin with a simple seven-branched menorah circa 37 BCE.  

This coin is believed to be a last-ditch effort to rally support before he was defeated by the Roman-backed Herod.  

While originals cost tens of thousands of dollars, copies can be found inexpensively on Israel's 1984 100 sheqalim and 

10 agorot from 1985 to the present day.  For modern history buffs, Arafat claimed the coin on the IS100 was a map of 

"greater Israel."  The only medieval menorah coin was issued by the first Moslem dynasty the Umayyads.  The copper 

fals has a five-branched menorah with "There is no God but God" in Arabic on one side and "Mohammed is God's 

prophet" on the other.  It is believed the menorah indicates the coin was minted in Jerusalem.  After the destruction of 

the Temple, many Jews would only use candelabra symbols with any number of branches except seven, five being one 

of the most common.  This symbol also appears on the synagogue of Djerba, Tunisia, and was the inspiration for the 

design of the silver pidyon haben shekel token above. 

 

 

A simple menorah design appeared on the 

notes issued for the Lodz or Litzmannstadt 

Ghetto issued by the Nazis in the name of 

the Jewish "elder" Rumkowski. 
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Israel's first commemorative coin was a silver 5 lirot issued in 1958 for her tenth anniversary showing a stylized 

menorah which became the symbol of the commemorative coin program.  The Hasmonean menorah appears on 

Israel's first Hanukka coin, a coppernickel 1 lira also of 1958.  Israel's coat of arms is a different menorah, the one 

from the Titus Arch, which didn't appear on coins until the half and one lira coins of 1963, and appears in tiny form 

on all circulating coins issued since 1983.  A menorah along with a shofar, lulav and two etrogim from a mosaic in 

the ancient Nirim synagogue appears on the back of the 50 lirot banknote used from 1960-72.  A similar mosaic 

from Jericho appears on a medal and 1985 holy sites commemorative coins. 

  

Israel has issued a number of different menorah designs on her coins and medals.  The 1990 archeology 

commemoratives show a menorah from an Ashkelon synagogue.  B'nai B'rith's geometric menorah logo appears on 

the 1992 commemorative coins of that organization's 150th anniversary.  In 1995, Israel's anniversary coins shows 

an Asclepius using a menorah for the traditional staff.  The anniversary commemorative coin of 1985 shows a 

stylized tree with a menorah of roots facing downwards, while a tiny menorah flower appears in the legend at left. 

 

   
 

The Menorah (continued) 
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The Menorah (continued) 

  

The 1995 Tisha B'Av medals show a different menorah with Lamentation's line in Hebrew dancing as flames 

on top.  Chagall's mosaic of a menorah in the Knesset building appears on a 1991 medal.  There are many 

more Israel coins and medals portraying menorot, but those are among the most distinctive.  

   

There are a number of private medals and amulets with menorot, and a small sampling is shown here.  An early Zionist 

medal (circa 1905) shows a lit menorah.  A similar menorah appears on a Dutch medal from the 1950s.  A flowery me-

norah more like the description in Exodus is on the Mexican 1964 medal with the fantastic denomination of 100 shekels.  

The Mizrachi Women's Organization Mother in Israel issued a number of gold pendants; their 1960 pendant was 

shaped like a menorah.  In 1984, Russian artist Alex Shagin designed a medal for the Los Angeles Olympics commemo-

rating the Israel athletes murdered in 1972 with a design that combines the menorah with the Olympic rings. 

 

 

Not all candelabras are menorot, and not all menorot are Jewish.  This medal was issued in 1888 to commemorate the 

centennial of Presbyterian Church in America and shows a lit menorah with the Latin inscription Many Lamps, One Light.  

Numismatists argue over whether the candelabra portrayed on an emergency one mark note of Paderborn in 1921 is 

supposed to be a Hanukka menorah or just an example of local craft. 

This sampling shows the great diversity of menorah designs on coins, notes, medals, and amulets and their issuers. 
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Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the 
following haverim, Rabbi Seidel,  or the TI  
office (202-882-1605).  

 
 Shelly Heller         h: 301-942-1836 
                   w: 202-994-5906  
 

 David Cohen       h: 301-652-2872 
  

 Marcia Goggin      h: 301-593-8480      
                 w: 301-754-1963 
 

 Bruce Heppen      h: 301-299-3255 
                 c: 202-997-1890 
                 w: 703-417-8983 
 

 Robert Rovinsky     h: 202 237 1036 
                 c: 202 815 8707  

Picture This! 
More photos from recent TI events 

Photo by Jennifer Kefer 

Photo by Julie Steinberg 

Photo by Jessica Weissman 

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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The Menorah is here for you.  We run plenty of notices about TI events, and we make sure you know when 

your Friday night minyan assignment is coming up.  We print as many photos as we can of TI-ers enjoying 

each others’ company or engaged in social action.  We let you know 

what’s new in the library, and we list donations.  We run a variety of 

articles on Jewish-related topics by our members. 

All of that’s all right, but there must be more, don’t you think? 

What do you want to see in the Menorah?  What topics should be 

covered?  Is there a topic you want to talk about, but don’t think it’s 

suitable for a drash (or you might dread public speaking)?  Please let 

me know, or just send me an article.  I’ll be happy to help you with your 

draft if you like, or leave it alone except for copy editing if you prefer.  

You can find me at kiddush or email me at jweissmn@hers.com.  I look 

forward to hearing from you. 

B’nai Mitzvah  

 

My name is Julius Cohen, and I’m in seventh grade. I go to 

Alice Deal MS, in Washington D.C. I am interested in math, and 

I also enjoy history and science. I play baseball and I run cross 

country and track for my school. I also play for the TI basketball 

team. Another thing that I do is I play competitive scrabble. I 

play in tournaments against other kids my age, and sometimes 

against adults.  

For my bar mitzvah project, I am tutoring a third grader to help 

him with his school work. It feels great to help people! My tutor, 

Stephanie Rubin, has been so influential and helpful through this 

whole experience, and I am very thankful.  

It’s Your Menorah  
Jessica Weissman (Menorah Editor) 



        

     February 2018                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  24           

Donations 

GENERAL FUND 

Donor  

Myrna Goldman 

Nicole Berns and Alex Schaffer 

Janet Blank and Joshua Pitlick 

David and Patricia Fisher 

James and Carla Flug 

Eliot Harrison and Wendy Blake-Coleman 

Alan Makovsky 

Arnold and Vera Mayer 

Miriam Quintal 

Naomi Reem 

Michael and Mical Schneider 

Lisa Traiger 

Donor                  In honor of 

Myrna Goldman David Cohen 

Alan Landay Mona Berch 

Howard and Barbara White Environmental 
 Committee 

Donor                  In memory of 

Marshall and Rochelle Abrams Sadie Abrams 

Marshall and Rochelle Abrams Alex Abrams 

Marshall and Rochelle Abrams Leonard Braunstein 

Marshall and Rochelle Abrams Florence Braunstein 

Howard and Barabara White Sara Rovinsky 

Howard and Barabara White Lillian Shulman 

Howard and Barabara White Paul Kimelman  

CARS DONATION 

Donor  

Seth Grimes 

FUNERAL FUND 

Donor  

Steven and Isabel Pinson 

Donor                 In memory of 

Steve and Fortuna Scheige    Jeff Davidson  

HELPING HANDS FUND 

Donor                 In memory of 

Miriam Davidson           David and Ruth Davidson 

Miriam Davidson           Max and Sadie Robert  

MADELINE NESSE FUND 

Donor                 In honor of 

Pierre and Deena Dugan      Janet Nesse  

MARVIN CAPLAN SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Donor 

Susan Catler and Keith Secular 

Donor                 In honor of 

Hal Cohen and Katherine      Stephanie Rubin 

    Benton-Cohen   

MOLLIE BERCH LIBRARY FUND 

Donor                  

Mark and Mona Berch         

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Donor                  In honor of 

Hal Cohen and Katherine  Julius Cohen 
  Benton-Cohen  
Alan Landay Mona Berch 

Donor                  In memory of  

Louise Kelley and Jessica  Christine Bonsby 
   Weissman   
Donor                  Thanks  

Carol Levy  Tifereth Israel  

SOCIAL ACTION CHRISTMAS DONATIONS 

Donor 

Lawrence Baizer and Elaine Lewis 

Bruce and Laurie Berger 

Susan Catler and Keith Secular 

Pierre and Deena Dugan 

Charles and Krayna Feinberg 

Stephen Garber and Lynne Snyder 
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Lisa Goldberg and Stephen Gunther 

Larry and Melanie Greenfield 

Anita Kramer 

David and Janice Mehler 

Kayla Niles 

Karen Paul-Stern 

Jack Stone and Wilma Brier  

Neil and Rachel Tickner 

Adrienne Torrey and Joel Coffidis 

Reenie Wagner 

TALMUD DEDICATIONS 

Donor  

Myrna Goldman 

Robert Rovinsky & Renana Brooks 

Yvonne Shashoua 

Jevera Temsky 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

Donor                  In memory of 

Natalie Arosemena Rebecca Gorewitz  

Judith Berland Lucille Berland 

David & Judith Cohen Pinya Cohen 

Marc and Karen Drazin  Sidney Drazin 

Andrew Engel Diana Engel 

Ernie Englander Beth Shulman 

Naomi Friedman Isaac Friedman 

William and Miriam Galston Gertrude G. Steinberg 

William and Miriam Galston Jack Steinberg 

Eliot & Traci Goldberg Marcia Goldberg 

Tom and Lisa Goldring Sara Skidell 

Tom and Lisa Goldring Irene Feigelis 

Michael and Lisa Kraft Stella Kraft  

Lillian Kronstadt Morris Wolf 

Richard Kruger and Naimah  Julius Weinberg 
   Weinberg 

Richard Kruger and Naimah Bertha Kruger 
   Weinberg 

Peter Meltzer Florence Meltzer 

Elaine Miller Lawrence Mason Miller 

Jeff and Cynthia Peterman Malcolm Peterman 

Robert and Judith Samuels Philip Samuels and 
   Florence Samuels 

Lester Stanfill and Roanne Leidman Myrtle Leidman 

Lester Stanfill and Roanne Leidman Victor Leidman 

Kenneth Trupp Bernard C. Trupp 

Michael and Marion Usher Ruth Polacheck Usher 

Diana Zurer  Josephine Woll 

Donations (continued) 


