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Inside This Issue* From the President: Stan Dorn 

Light in the Darkness, Security and Safety 

I hope you’re all enjoying a joyous, peaceful, and healthy Chanukah. 

This holiday offers powerful, hopeful imagery: candles lit 

during the year’s longest nights, with the brightness grow-

ing as we add more candles, night after darkening night. 

The periodic darkness of the natural order does not de-

fine us. The lights we kindle in response to that darkness 

are what defines us. 

Following last month’s horrendous tragedy in Pittsburgh, I 

was so proud of how our community came together. The 

very next Shabbat, the sanctuary was filled with singing, 

warmth, and inspiring words. And after morning minyan the following day, Rabbi 

Seidel graciously took a sabbatical from his sabbatical to lead us towards healing, 

hosting an open forum for people to share their reactions to the worst episode of 

anti-Semitic violence in our nation’s history. 

We have not been alone. Churches, mosques, temples, community groups, local uni-

versities, police officers – all have reached out in solidarity, letting us know that 

they are here for us. 

An important priority, of course, is to keep everyone safe who comes within our 

doors. Towards that end, our staff and lay leadership have gathered information 

from security experts in local government and the Jewish community. Chris 

Zeilinger, our security leader, and Jevera Temsky, our extraordinary executive di-

rector, compiled a report for the board describing TI’s evolving approach to securi-

ty, our response to events in Pittsburgh, and recommendations for future action.  

I encourage you to read the report. It’s posted in the members-only section of our 

website, at https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/secreportnov18#. (To gain access, you 

will need to log in. Click the link, ignore the large 404 Error message, and then 

scroll down to log in.) 

At its November meeting, the board approved the report’s recommendations. From 

my perspective, the most important step involves a security audit. In the coming 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/secreportnov18
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weeks, the Federation’s leading security expert will review and provide feedback about our physical plant, 

our current procedures, and our plans for moving forward. Thanks to a grant from the Jewish Federation of 

Greater Washington, we are continuing to provide security on Shabbat mornings and Sunday mornings. This 

is an interim arrangement until we receive the results of the audit. 

One area where we could use some more help involves Friday night. Could you volunteer to spend a few 

hours in the Juniper street lobby during Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv services? It would be a mitzvah. 

Please email Chris.Zeilinger@gmail.com to let Chris know when you can help out. 

Stay well, and Chanukah Sameach!  

President’s Column (continued) 
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Kol Nashim’s new Rosh Hodesh Group will meet for 

the first time to celebrate the new month of Tevet, 

which is also the last night of Chanukah.  4pm - 6pm 

on Sunday, December 9. All TI women are invited. 

We will meet in the Emsellem Room (aka the Mollie L. 

Berch Library). We will light candles, eat sufganiyot, 

sing songs, and honor our mothers, 

grandmothers and all our female an-

cestors. 

Every month, on or around the New 

Moon, we will gather to explore 

Jewish women's issues, with particular 

emphasis on celebration, feminine 

spirituality, and ritual. The sessions will include discus-

sions of themes of each Jewish month, as well as sing-

ing and/or drumming. The activities will vary accord-

ing to the interests of the women in the group and 

may include life cycle celebrations, observance of 

Jewish holidays, traditional and creative prayer, 

meditation, study of Jewish texts, artistic pursuits, 

learning new Jewish skills, and discussion about a va-

riety of shared experiences, among other topics.   

For the first three meetings the group will be open to 

any woman who belongs to TI. After the third meeting 

we will limit the group to those who have attended at 

least one gathering, in order that we 

can develop a sense of trust and sis-

terhood. We expect that members 

will be open to, and have respect for, 

what each person brings to the 

group, and will observe the practice 

of confidentiality. 

The first three meetings will be co- 

led by Michele Sumka and one other woman. After 

that the leadership will rotate among the members. If 

you have any questions, please contact her at 

meirabracha@gmail.com .  

We appreciate RSVPs, so we will be certain to have 

enough sufganiyot! KNRSVP@Tifereth-Israel.org  

Kol Nashim - Rosh Hodesh Group 

SHALEM—Jessica Weissman 

November was a two-SHALEM month. November 3rd saw a panel presentation considering gun violence.  

See page 10 for a full description as Social Action Committee news. 

On November 17 Rabbi Ilan Glazer presented a talk centered on addiction and recovery from a Jewish 

perspective.  He shared his personal experience and led us through a series of relevant passages of Jewish 

scholarship.   

During Rabbi Seidel’s sabbatical, visiting scholars who deliver a drash have also presented an afternoon 

program.  Regular SHALEM programming will resume in early spring.   Which means we are looking for 

speakers. 

The only requirement for a SHALEM topic is that it be of Jewish interest, loosely interpreted.  There’s 

something you know that TI’ers would love to hear about, and SHALEM attendees are the best audience you 

can ever have.  We are attentive, forgiving, and full of questions - what more could a speaker ask for?   

If you’ve got the germ of an idea, or if you can assemble a panel of speakers to discuss a topic of Jewish 

interest, please let me know and I can help you refine the topic.  Static visual aids such as pictures and 

handouts are welcome, though of course we can’t do slide shows or other electronic wizardry. 
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There are many new books waiting for you and your 

children. Check out the table in the lobby in front of 

the Emsellem Room for Hanukkah books! In addition 

to those we already owned, we have added the fol-

lowing Hanukkah titles: 

Food and Fun for Hanukkah 

The Energizing Hanukkah: Story for Children 

What Is Hanukkah? (A Lift-the-Flap Story) 

All About Hanukkah 

The Borrowed Hanukkah  

Potatoes at Turtle Rock  

Maccabee Meals 

Latkes and Applesauce 

Other new childrens’ books include: Og's Ark; Hare 

and Tortoise Race Across Israel; My Grandfather's 

Coat; My Name Is Aviva; Mazel Tov! It's a Boy/Mazel 

Tov! It's a Girl; 3 Falafels in My Pita: A Counting Book 

of Israel; Joey and the Giant Box; Everybody Says 

Shalom; One Good Deed; Do Unto Otters: A Book 

About Manners; My Jewish Year; Sammy Spider's First 

Passover; Let's Have a Seder; A Grandma Like Yours/A 

Grandpa Like Yours. 

New adult books include:  

NON-FICTION: Native: Dispatches from an Israeli-

Palestinian Life by Sayed Kashua; Letters to My Pales-

tinian Neighbor by Yossi Klein Halevi; Yiddish Civilisa-

tion: The Rise and Fall of a Forgotten Nation by Paul 

Kriwaczek; Flourishing In The Later Years: Jewish Pas-

toral Insights On Senior Residential Care by James R. 

Michaels; May the Angels Carry You: Jewish Prayers 

and Meditations for the Deathbed by Simcha Paull 

Raphael; The Lost World of the Egyptian Jews:  First-

person Accounts from Egypt’s Jewish Community In the 

Twentieth Century by  Liliane Dammond; Judaism's 

Ten Best Ideas: A Brief Guide for Seekers by  Arthur   

Green; The War on Women in Israel: A Story of Reli-

gious Radicalism and the Women Fighting for Freedom 

by Elana Maryles Sztokman.  

FICTION: The Golem; by Elie Wiesel, Adam's Soul: The 

Collected Tales of Howard Schwartz by Howard 

Schwartz; The German Bride: A Novel by Joanna Her-

shon; The Tattooist of Auschwitz: A Novel by Heather 

Morris.  

HUMOR: What the Best Jewish Jokes Say About the 

Jews by Joseph Telushkin. 

DICTIONARY and LEXICON: The Practical Talmud Dic-
tionary by Yitzhak Frank;  A Hebrew and English Lexi-
con of the Old Testament: With an Appendix Contain-

ing the Biblical Aramaic by William Gesenius.  

Library News 
Michele Sumka 

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the 
following chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-
1605).  

 
 Shelly Heller         h: 301-942-1836 
                   w: 202-994-5906 
                 c:  301-996-2704 
 

 Marcia Goggin      h: 301-593-8480      
                 w: 301-754-1963 
                 c:  301.792.1063  
 

 Bruce Heppen      h: 301-299-3255 
                 c: 202-997-1890 
                 w: 703-417-8983 
 

 Robert Rovinsky     h: 202 237 1036 
                 c: 202 815 8707  

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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November was filled with many activities. The monthly Parent Shmooze was facilitated by Joshua Kefer. The 
timely conversation ‘How to Talk to Your Kids About Politics’, helped parents wrestle with the difficulties we 
are facing with engaging in civil discourse during these challenging times. Please join us for the next Parent 

Shmooze at 9:30 AM on December16th when we talk about ‘How do we Travel as Jews’.  

This month, Kitah Daled continued with their Jewish Life Cycle curriculum and wrote word stores about B’nai 

Mitzvah (see photos this page).  

As  2018 is culminating,  we will be focusing on Hanukkah and look forward to seeing everyone at the Hanuk-

kah Extravaganza on Wednesday December 5th.  

Himmelfarb Happenings Fall 5779 

Rina Rebibo 

All photos by Rachel Meytin 
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Better Together Program 

On November 18th the Better Together program met to discuss Veterans Day and how we 

would like to see our country develop.  Photos by Jonathan Rubin.  

How to Get More Out of Synagogue Services  
The next in this series of classes taught by Barbara White will be held on Sunday, Dec. 16, at 11 a.m. in 

the Edward J. Reamer chapel. 
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Hanukkah Extravaganza 

This year the TI Hanukkah Extravaganza will feature 

special programming for our Kadimaniks, so make 

sure to join for the main event with your family and 

have a special Kadima experience. After the extrav-

aganza, we will keep the party going with our USY 

exclusive After Party!  Our high schoolers will take 

over and have a night you won’t want to miss.  

Wednesday, December 5th • 6:15pm main event; 8pm 

USY After Party  

 

Board Game and Brew 

Choose from over 500 board games while enjoying 

delicious snacks and hot chocolate for this cozy and 

crazy fun activity as TI Kadima takes over the Board 

and Brew in College Park, MD. If you register on 

time, free hot chocolate will be included! 

RSVP to adam@tifereth-israel.org by 1/7.  

Sunday, January 13th • Leave TI at 12:30pm  

 

Havdallah, Hot Cocoa, and Hangout 

Unwind from school, recover from latke season, and 

enjoy the comfy furniture in our new TI youth lounge 

with hot cocoa and friends new and old.  

Saturday, January 5, 2019 • 6:30 PM • @TI 

USY and Kadima Upcoming Events 

Dear TI USYers, Kadimaniks, Parents, Families and 

Friends,  

November was an exciting time for TI USY and 
Kadima, as we continue to combine our love of 
Judaism, interest in new ideas, and vibrant 

community, to form unforgettable experiences.  

TI Kadima visited the Butler Orchard Pumpkin 
Festival as we devoured delectable apple cider 
donuts, navigated a corn maze, and helped operate 
a gigantic pumpkin cannon. We followed up on this 
exciting Sunday activity with TI Kadima MasterChef, 
as our 6-8th graders showed off their skills in the 

kitchen, preparing homemade guacamole and tacos.  

Not to be outmatched, USY helped establish the first 
ever Shabbat morning Teen Minyan, as our teens 
came together for a new take on prayer through 
the lens of pop culture hits in DJ Davening, followed 
by an inspiring discussion on our role as teens and 
Jews to help combat hate in light of the recent 

tragedy in Pittsburgh. After this inspiring morning, TI 
USY finished out the month showing off our skills in 
the arcade, spending a memorable night bonding 
over winnings, snacks, and friends at Dave and 
Busters. Lastly, four incredible USYers helped 
represent TI USY at the parade of chapters at USY 

Fall Convention, in Waynesboro PA.  

As the year continues to roll on, we hope to see 
more and more TI teens join us in these programs. 
There is truly something for everyone, so take the 
leap! You never know which lifelong friend you will 
make along the way. As always please reach out to 
adam@tifereth-israel.org with any questions, 
comments, or feedback. I always love to hear from 
our teens, parents, families, and members of the 

community.  

B’Shalom 

Adam Rosen, TI Youth Advisor 

USY and Kadima 

Adam Rosen 

mailto:adam@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:Adam@tifereth-israel.org
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USY and Kadima (continued)  

All photos by Adam Rosen 

Clockwise from the top: 

 USYers Alisha LeVine, Esther Feron, Adam Rosen, Eliyah Lister, and Jayden Matusow at USY Fall 

Convention in Waynesboro, PA.  

 Kadima MasterChef: Charlotte Goldberg and Ari Kefer 

 USY Dave and Busters Event: Jacob Suddleson, Shira Lister, Eliyah Lister, Patrick Moorehead 

 Kadima Butler Orchard: Charlotte Goldberg, Juliet Acosta, Ari Kefer, Coby Meytin, Julius Cohen, Sam 

Gryziak, Michael Flum, Jonas Laufer 
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The HIAS Banner is Up 

After a year-long saga of weather-related misfor-

tunes, uncertainties and debates about thorny logisti-

cal issues the HIAS sign declaring that ‘Our People 

Were Refugees Too’ was finally re-installed on the 

16th Street side of Tifereth Israel by Phil Shapiro and 

Larry Baizer on November 19th. The TI Social Action 

Committee supports the mission of HIAS to work to-

wards a world in which refugees find welcome, safe-

ty and freedom. Recognizing that the needs of refu-

gees world-wide are greater than ever and potential 

solutions are a topic of passionate disagreement, we 

will continue to stand for the rights of those fleeing 

danger, support actions to inform the public about the 

extent and urgency of the situation and hope for just 

and carefully considered solutions to this challenge. 

Volunteering at Shepherd’s Table 

The Social Action Committee is considering volunteer-

ing at Shepherd’s Table one Sunday night a month in 

Silver Spring.  We are looking for 5-8 volunteers for 

a Sunday night shift once a month from 5:30-8:00pm.  

Meet other TI members while doing tikkun olam! 

Participants need to be 13 or older.  

Shepherd’s Table’s mission is to provide help to peo-

ple who are homeless or in need by providing basic 

services, including meals, social services, medical sup-

port, clothing, and other assistance in an effective 

and compassionate manner.  Learn more about them 

at: https://shepherdstable.org/ 

If you are interested, please contact Tobi McFarland 

at tobimc3atgmail.com 

SHALEM Program on Gun Violence 

The SHALEM program on  November 3 featured Amy 

Cress, Director of Community Engagement for Mary-

landers to Prevent Gun Violence, and Dr. Ray Cole-

man, TI member and pediatrician. Amy talked about 

her personal history of involvement, which was driven 

in large measure by the suicide death of her sister 

by gun. She says that when her young children go to 

another house, she first asks to see if guns are in that 

house, and if so, how these are secured, and dis-

cussed what roles schools can play. She discussed the 

importance of legislation, noting that Maryland has 

relatively good laws. Ray discussed taking up the 

issue with new patients, always asking if a gun is in 

the house.  Both the speakers discussed dealing with 

emphatic gun advocates, emphasized different ways 

that people can get involved, including volunteering 

for organizations, contacting legislators, writing let-

ters and making donations.  There was a substantial 

period of time for questions.  The program was held 

in the Wollman sanctuary, which allowed for the use 

of microphones and accommodated the large turnout.  

Social Action Committee News 

https://shepherdstable.org/
mailto:tobimc3atgmail.com?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20volunteering%20at%20Shepherd's%20Table
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Got Ideas for TI’s Website? 

Recently TI’s board decided to move our 

website to a hosting service offered by 

Shulcloud. - the provider that manages our 

directory, payment systems, and certain other 

selected functions. As part of his charge as VP 

of Communications, Judah Flum is responsible 

for making this change happen. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to improve the 

usability and attractiveness of our website and 

to ensure that it represents us well.  Many 

ideas have been put forth about what does 

and does not work on the current site. 

On Thursday, December 13 7:45 to 9:15 PM a 

meeting will be held to redesign the website.  

We will select the types of photos to play on 

the homepage slideshow and in lobby, write 

the Shul description, and brainstorm about 

what we want to see on the site - including how 

to navigate around it.  All are welcome. 

A  smaller team of volunteers will do the actual 

writing and photo selections.  Contact Judah 

Flum  to volunteer. 
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Nakhes Fun Kinder and General Mishpokhe 
News 

Alexandra Kincannon reports that son Patrick 

Moorehead won a gold medal in a tournament at DC 

Fencers' Club last weekend and qualified to compete 

in the Junior Olympics in February. His sister, Helen, 

recently competed in her second horse show and won 

a fourth place ribbon. Older brother Aidan is the 

production stage manager for the fall play at his 

high school with performances coming up at the end 

of November. 

Ellie Wachtel, daughter of Jenny Goldstein and 

Dave Wachtel, is living at the backcountry bayit, a 

Jewish community house in Frisco, Colorado. The 

house hosts Shabbat dinners every weekend of ski 

season.  TI'ers welcome! 

Thanks to Susan Catler for sending news from the 

JPDS – now Milton Gottesman Jewish Day School of 

the Nation's Capital - Alumni News magazine about 

three TI “children”: 

Mazal tov to Sarah Rodenstein ('00) and Louis Jay 

on their wedding in Israel in October. 

Mazal tov to Natan Seidel ('01) and Sheila Werth 

on their engagement. 

Mazal tov to alumna Assistant Teacher Maya Fel-

man ('04) and Ben Geselowitz on their engage-

ment. 

MehFort (Travels) 

Cynthia and Jeff Peterman were thrilled to escape 

rainy Washington in September for the sun in Edin-

burgh! Cynthia was excited to see filming sites from 

the "Outlander" series, and they enjoyed good food, 

good beer, lots of sightseeing and long walks. The 

trip continued with family time in London and their 

usual chocolate shopping.  

Paula Flicker went to Columbus, Ohio in October to 

spend time with her mother Shirley Engelman for her 

93rd birthday (and to celebrate her birthday 3 days 

before hers). Her mother’s birthday was Oct 25th. 

Dergraykhungn (Accomplishments) 

Pierre Dugan who has been a participant in the work 

with our faith to faith partner, The Emory Beacon of 

Light, shared their recent press release: Washington, 

DC:, Emory United Methodist Church (“The Emory Fel-

lowship”) and its nonprofit entity, the Emory Beacon 

of Light, Inc., in partnership with The Community Build-

ers, will officially open The Beacon Center, a 99-unit 

affordable rental housing, commercial and congrega-

tional development project located in the diverse 

community of Brightwood by the end of the year  

The Beacon Center is a direct response to the grow-

ing need of affordable housing in the Nation’s Capi-

tal, particularly for individuals and families living well 

below the average median income. It also has com-

munity spaces, a restaurant/café featuring a culinary 

arts training program for returning citizens and oth-

ers, an indoor/outdoor jazz café and other features 

that position it to be a community hub for culture, en-

tertainment, jobs and other entrepreneurial ventures. 

What a wonderful accomplishment! 

Bob Rovinsky gave a keynote address to the Inte-

grated Project Management Workshop on how Sen-

ior Leaders can ensure successful projects and gave 

two classes to the Adults Seeking Knowledge group 

at Montgomery College on Why Air Travel is 

Safe.  He also wants to brag about his two daughters 

and his wife but says the list is too long to print here. 

Yachad, a wonderful local organization that works to 

insure safe, healthy and decent housing in our great-

(Continued on page 13) 

Nayes un Mekhayes for TI’ers 
Diana Zurer 
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er community honored a select few volunteers at 

their recent annual Brunch. Recipients of the Handy-

mensch Recognition Award were recognized for 

their dedication and exceptional service in apprecia-

tion for the many hours they have given, They re-

ceived their very own Yachad tool belt emblazoned 

with the Yachad logo. And our own Larry Baizer was 

one of the five awardees. Mazel Tov! 

Alan Landay ran 4 races in the past five 

weeks:  Lake Needwood Cross-Country 10K, Cross 

Country on the Farm 5K, Rockville 10K, and Run Un-

der the Lights 5K.  All races were sponsored by 

Montgomery County Road Runners Club (MCRRC). 

.He was in a MCRRC training program for the Rock-

ville 10K and that paid off in a good race.  Also did 

well in the Run Under the Lights race which was held 

at night in Seneca Creek State Park and is literally 

run under the holiday lights; this is both a race and a 

cool sight-seeing event. 

Ben Dreyfus was elected to the executive committee 

of the APS (American Physical Society) Forum on Ed-

ucation.  (This is the education arm of the profession-

al society for physicists.) 

Mazel Tov to all! 

Happy News 

TI member Charlotte Gottlieb (mother of TI member 

Cyndy Weitz) joyfully announces the birth of a new 

Israeli citizen, her newest great-granddaughter, 

daughter of Leah and Gershon Gottlieb, at Laniado 

Hospital in Netanya, Israel. 

The vision for establishing this hospital originated 

during the Holocaust, when Rabbi Yekusiel Yehudah 

Halberstam experienced the brutality and inhumani-

ty of the Nazis firsthand.  He promised himself that 

if, with G-d's help, he managed to survive the con-

centration camps, he would build a hospital in Eretz 

Yisrael where every human being would be cared 

for with dignity.  And the basis for that hospital 

would be that the doctors and nurses would believe 

that there is a G-d in this world and that when they 

treat a patient they are fulfilling the greatest mitz-

vah in the Torah. 

Mazel Tov and Welcome! 

Last month's Yiddish idiom A klog tzu mayne sonim 
means  A curse on my enemies.  Do you know this 
one? S'iz shver tzu zayn a Yid.  Check out the January 
Menorah for the meaning. Meanwhile, please send 
me your news. Inquiring minds want to know – and 
kvel. dzurer@gmail.com 

Nayes un Mekhayes for TI’ers (continued) 

Thanksgiving Tzedakah, List Family Style 

So what do you do with the contents of your Tzedakah 

box?  Just empty it out once a year and donate the 

booty to the same place every year?  That’s so last 

millennium.   

John List reports that his family has a long-standing 

tradition of making it into a contest.  They place the coins 

in a bag and send a photo to everyone.  Then the 

contestants guess the amount in the bag.  Whoever wins 

gets to decide where the coins are donated, plus has a 

year of bragging rights.   The contest is conducted via 

text message so farflung family members can 

participate.  How 21st-century can you get? 
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Many of you know that I was one of 29 people who 

went on the “Spiritual Journey” to Ukraine last sum-

mer, along with Josh and Francie Kranzberg and 

many folks from Ohev Sholom.  I talked about it in 

my drash several months ago.  But what I did not 

mention was the trip I took after the tour, when I went 

to Bila Tserska. 

I, like many of you, never had much interest in the 

“old country” or the Holocaust, due mostly to my par-

ents and grandparents never discussing where they 

came from or what happened to those left behind.   

To them, the world was America and their struggle to 

survive, make a living, deal with antisemitism, raise 

children and give them more opportunities than they 

had, and be good citizens here.  It was only as an 

adult that I began to learn from taping my aging 

family members, about the journeys my grandparents 

made to this country and the lives they made here.   

Of these I only learned through my father’s sister Eva 

about a town called Bila Tserska, where my grandfa-

ther came from in 1904, and this only from state-

ments he made on his naturalization papers.   But her 

daughter Bonnie became an historian and talked to 

her mom and my second cousin Annette talked to her 

family and gradually I learned that the name meant 

“White Church” but that the Jews called it “Black 

Swamp” because of the pogroms.  Then in 2014, by 

then retired and a widow, Bonnie planned to visit Bila 

Tserska as a side trip to a planned Jewish tour of 

Ukraine and she and I collected some information 

from Annette and one of her relatives in preparation 

for the visit.  But the Russians invaded Crimea and the 

trip was cancelled, and shortly thereafter Bonnie de-

veloped cancer, and in late 2016 she died. 

So when the chance to travel through western Ukraine 

came along via the planned “Spiritual Journey” which 

corresponded with my daughters’ Birthright trip two 

weeks before and my daughter Neshama’s lobbying 

to go afterwards to Egypt, I added the trip, and ar-

ranged with our Kiev tour guide Michael, the rebbet-

zin of the conservative synagogue in Kiev, to take me 

after the rest of the group left on a one day trip 90 

miles south of Kiev to Bila Tserska, expecting to find 

nothing Jewish but abandoned buildings, since the 

town’s Jews including all its children, were murdered 

in 1941, but thinking I would go, say Kaddish at vari-

ous killing sites, and come back, honoring their 

memory and Bonnie’s. 

To my surprise Cindy and Nina, two of the women on 

the tour had an extra day in Kiev, so came along 

with me, and Nina was fluent in Russian, so together 

with Michael and her driver we left Kiev.  On the 

way Michael casually mentioned that we would be 

met by Natella Andriushchenko, who lived in Bila 

Tserska and had founded a Jewish school there, and 

she would give us a tour.  And so we met Natella in 

the new Jewish cemetery in Bila Tserska and she led 

us on a most interesting and moving day.   

Natella grew up and married in Bela Tserska at a 

time when there was not even an Chabad there, no 

synagogues and no organized Jewish community.  But 

she was determined to give her seven year old son a 

Jewish education so decided to found a Jewish 

school, which now had 200 students from kindergar-

ten to 10th grade.  How she did this we did not find 

out, but this remarkable woman, like so many deter-

mined Jewish women everywhere, let nothing stand in 

her way, and she took us to a school as modern as 

our local JPDS, but on a smaller scale, adorned with 

pictures of Jewish sages and modern heros and filled 

with Jewish objects.   We met the teachers, including 

two non-Jewish history teachers, who between them 

had researched the history of the Jews in Bila 

Tserska, and gave me three books, one a listing of 

the Jews that had lived there, another a review of 

the KGB archives on Bila Tserska, and the third a vid-

eo of eyewitnesses to the roundup and killing of the 

Jewish townspeople and a recreation of what hap-
(Continued on page 15) 

My Trip to Bila Tserska 
Robert Rovinsky 
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ened two days later when the children were taken to 

the nearby forest and shot, partly acted out by the 

students of the school.  You can find the 30 minute  

video, in Ukrainian with English subtitles at   https://

youtu.be/fp7hMDBXu-w, and Natella has showed 

the video to the town’s mayor and city council and 

used it to raise awareness and to gather support for 

her project of building the memorial to the Jewish 

community that was destroyed. 

In addition to touring the school, Natella and her his-

torians also took us on a tour of the town of over 

200,000 residents, showing us the three buildings 

that housed the former synagogues and schools, and 

the former Jewish markets.  We saw the sites of the 

killings, where Natella is planning to build a memori-

al, and saw plaques commemorating the time Sholom 

Aleichem lived in Bila Tserska.   And then we visited 

the forest and the site where the 90 children were 

shot and we got to hear the story and trace the foot-

steps and got to say Kaddish there. 

Now I have come back, and discovered that there 

are descendants of others from Bila Tserska living in 

Philadelphia, where my grandfather settled and 

raised his family with my bubbe, who came from a 

shetle near Kiev, and also in Baltimore.  I found that 

the grandfather of my first girlfriend, Irene, came 

from Bila Tserska, and I plan to give money and so-

licit money to help Natella build that memorial, and 

maybe go back when it is dedicated.  And Nina will 

be taking me on a tour of the Holocaust museum, 

where she volunteers when I finally go visit for the 

first time later this year. 

My Trip to Bila Tserska (continued) 

Share your  December or January simcha and help sponsor the birthday/anniversary kiddush.  Your name 

on a cake in squiggly icing!  Your birthday or anniversary in the bulletin and mentioned in the 

announcements!  

Sign up to sponsor at: www.tinyurl.com/TIbday.  Sign up to help cook at:  www.tinyurl.com/TIcooking 

December 8 -  donate by noon December 5th, cooking is December 6 
January 19 - donate by January 16.  Cooking is January 17 

December & January Birthday/Anniversary Kiddushim  

https://youtu.be/fp7hMDBXu-w,
https://youtu.be/fp7hMDBXu-w,
http://www.tinyurl.com/TIbday
http://www.tinyurl.com/TIcooking
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Tzedakah is one of the basic principles of Judaism.  Although it literally means “righteousness”, it usually refers to the 

giving of alms.  Its practice has created a number of collectibles. 

 

Two items that are probably late Nineteenth Century are made of thin brass known as bracteates.  They are so thin that 

the incuse design on one side is raised on the other.  One piece from Jerusalem has only four letters.  At top is צ'ד an 

abbreviation for tzedakah, and below is ח'ק the acronymn for khevra kadisha (Holy Community).  It is believed this piece 
was a membership badge for the group which cares for the newly deceased.  Next to it is a charity token from Aleppo, 

Syria.  At top and bottom is בצדקה תכונני b’tzedaka tikoneni from Isaiah 54:14 “it shall be founded in righteousness.”  In 
the middle are the Western numerals 101, which is the numeric value of Michael, the name of the angel associated with 
charity.  Since the giving of alms is required of observant Jews, what to do for the destitute?  The solution was to create 
tokens of minimal value, a fraction of a Turkish para, that the poor could earn and then donate so as to fulfill the mitzva 

of tzedaka. 

 

Most tzedaka collectibles, though, are donation receipts.  This interesting irregular piece is dated 1923.  One side has 

United Drive for $2,500,000.  If you won’t give, who will?  The other has the start of Psalm 41:2 אשרי משכיל אל דל 
Happy is the one who thinks of the poor, with the signature of Emet G. Hirsch.  Next to it is a more recent medal given 
out by the National Association for the Jewish Blind.  These are examples of the many receipts given out by charities for 
unspecified amounts.  The remainder of the article describes contribution medals for specific amounts.  These were prob-

ably issued between 1900 and 1940. 

  

One the most vulnerable members of society are orphans, and orphanage medals are quite common.  This medal for the 
Infants Home of Brooklyn Maintenance Fund was given in exchange for a dollar.  The owner holed it to wear as an amu-

(Continued on page 17) 

Tzedakah Medals 
Simcha Kuritzky 
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let.  There is an old saying that charity wards off death, and obviously someone wanted to keep a memento of their 
gift in case the Angel of Death stopped by.  The second dollar receipt is for the great drive by the Jewish Ladies Day 

Nursery of the Bronx to build an orphanage there. 

 

The sick are another vulnerable group.  The first receipt medal for a dollar is from the Jewish Home for Convalescents 
while the second is from 1924 drive to build the Jewish Sanitarium for Incurables.  Both show an ill young man but the 

Sanitarium medal promises luck for a buck. 

 

The third vulnerable group are the indigent elderly.  These receipts are the most common.  Here are dollar receipts 
from the Home of the Sons and Daughters of Israel, and the Home of Old Israel.  The second includes the first part of 

Psalm 71:9 אל תשליכני לעת זקנה Don’t abandon me when I’m old. 

 

A more imaginative receipt from the Home of the Sons and Daughters of Israel was shaped like the brick the 

(Continued on page 18) 

Tzedakah Medals (continued) 
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Tzedakah Medals (continued) 

donor paid for to build the new home.  The Brooklyn Hebrew Home & Hospital for the Aged sold 50 cent re-

ceipts that paid for one couple’s meal.  This is the only receipt with the organization’s name in Hebrew. 

 

A common design of an elderly couple facing each other with Keep Me - Good Luck was used for two differ-
ent 25 cent charity reciepts.  The first includes the line from Psalms in Hebrew and English, while the second 
has the phrase Keep me up and you will have good luck.  The first is from the Jewish Home for Aged in Port-

land, Maine while the second is for the Jewish Old Folks Home in Toronto, Ontario. 

 

Jewish fraternal organizations also issued metal donation receipts.  The Men’s Club of Temple Israel of Wash-

ington Heights raised money for the construction of the building shown on the medal.  The other side has the 

luck for a buck quote we saw earlier and the 1927 date, which was the year the Reform synagogue’s build-

ing was dedicated.  The Lord Melchett B’nai B’rith Lodge of St. Catherines, Ontario sold a lucky token for a 

25 cent conribution, probably in the 1930s. 

Metal donation receipts are not as common as those made from paper or card, but they make interesting col-

lectibles and reinforce the importance of tzedaka in Jewish practice. 
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Beginnings of Judaism -- The World of the Sec-

ond Temple 

We meet on December 2 to hear Dr. Isaiah M. Gafni, 

the Sol Rosenbloom Professor of Jewish History at The 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem, bring to life the fas-

cinating world of the Second Temple under the Per-

sians, Greeks, and Maccabees, including the canoni-

zation of the Tanakh. The lectures will be introduced 

and the discussion led by TI member and historian 

Cynthia Peterman. 

Sunday, December 2, 10:30 AM - 12:15 PM: 

 Lecture 5: The Maccabees—From Rebels to 

Kings -- While tensions between the Jews and 

the Hellenistic empire were minimal, relations de-

teriorated once Judea was conquered by the Se-

leucids. Antiochus IV Epiphanes introduced reli-

gious and cultural coercion aimed at achieving 

political quiescence. The revolt of the Hasmoneans 

led to an independent Jewish state that would 

survive until the Roman conquest in 63 BCE. Major 

sects and divisions within Jewish society appeared 

during the Hasmonean period, including the Phar-

isees, the Sadducees, and the Essenes.  

 Lecture 6: The Canonization of the Hebrew Bi-

ble -- The canon of sacred texts (Torah, Prophets, 

Writings) emerged in the Second Temple period. 

The books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Chronicles, and the 

final prophets were completed in the Persian pe-

riod. By the end of the Persian period, most Jews 

believed that prophecy had ceased. In the Hel-

lenistic period. Jewish authors in Judaea and the 

Diaspora felt they were part of a post-classical 

era  and devoted their energy to the study, inter-

pretation, translation, imitation, and retelling of 

the extant sacred scriptures. 

 

Anti-Semitism in America: How Did We Get Here 
and How Can We Move Forward? -- A JTS 

Livestream 

On Tuesday, December 11 at 7:15 PM, Gevarim will 

host a livestream of the Gerson D. Cohen Memorial 

Lecture at the Jewish Theological Seminary: "Anti-

Semitism in America: How Did We Get Here and 

How Can We Move Forward?" What explains the 

persistence of anti-Semitism through the ages—even 

here, today, in the United States? Our noted experts 

will explore anti-Semitism’s historical and theological 

origins and trace its changing nature over time. They 

will also discuss efforts to counter its pernicious effects 

and enhance intercultural and interreligious under-

standing.  

Ira Forman, TI member and former U.S. Special En-

voy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism, will facili-

tate the TI portion of the event. JTS speakers are Dr. 

Mary C. Boys, Vice-President of Academic Affairs 

and Dean, and Skinner and McAlpin Professor of 

Practical Theology, Union Theological Seminary; Dr. 

Shuly Rubin Schwartz, Provost, and Irving Lehrman 

Research Associate Professor of American Jewish His-

tory, The Jewish Theological Seminary.  

Talmud Study  

Saturday, December 22, 1:15 PM. Rabbi Chuck 

Feinberg will lead our Talmud study class. Text pro-

vided in English and Hebrew. 

Movie Nite@TI 

On Monday, December 24 at 7:30 PM in the Berch 

Library, Movie Nite@TI will show the first two hours 

of A Touch Away, a 2006 Israeli TV eight-part mini-

series set in Bnei Brak, a city to the east of Tel Aviv. 

The story focuses on the relationship of a young secu-

lar Jewish immigrant from Russia and a young woman 

in the city's ultra-orthodox community. In doing so, it 

explores the lives of new immigrants, non-religious, 

and religious Jews in Israel. 

Gevarim  
Andrew Reamer  
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December Highlights at Tifereth Israel 
 

 

      December 1   Teacher in Residence  Rabbi Lauren Tuchman - Drash and SHALEM 

                  talk following Kiddush 

 

     December 2     Video Class on Second Temple Judaism with discussion led by     

                  Cynthia Peterman, 10:30 am 

 

     December 9     Rosh Hodesh Group Inaugural Meeting, 4pm.  RSVP to 

                 KNRSVP@Tifereth-Israel.org to ensure sufficient sufganiyot 

 

     December 13  Website redesign meeting, 7:45 pm 

 

     December 14   Teen Kabbalat Shabbat.  Service 6pm, dinner 7pm.  RSVP by        

                 December 11 to www.tinyurl.com/TeenDinner1218 

 

      December 16   Class led by Barbara White on How to Get More Out of Synagogue   

                  Services, 11 am in the Reamer Chapel  

 

      December 18  KN Book Club meets to discuss Sigal Samuel’s The Mystics of Mile  

                 End, 7:30 at the home of Esther and Gene Herman. 

 

     December 24    Movie nite @TI , showing the 1st two hours of A Touch Away, an    

                 Israeli miniseries, 7:30 pm  

       

For further details on these and other TI events go to our website at www.Tifereth-Israel.org,  

           Facebook at www.facebook.com/TiferethIsrael, or Twitter at www.twitter.com/TiferethDC.  

http://www.tifereth-israel.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TiferethIsrael
http://www.twitter.com/TiferethDC
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Kol Nashim Book Group 

On November 13th we met at the home of John 

and Lynne List to discuss High Noon, the Hollywood 

Blacklist and the Making of an American Classic, 

nonfiction by Glenn Frankel.  High Noon is a classic 

tale of moral courage, but it was made in the toxic 

atmosphere of the Hollywood blacklist and the 

activities of the House Un-American Activities 

Committee.  The book covers both the making of 

the movie and the political history of HUAC and 

the blacklist.  Some people strongly preferred one 

of those parts over the other, but some 

appreciated the juxtaposition. 

On December 18th at 7:30 we meet at the home 

of Esther and Gene Herman to read The Mystics of 

Mile End, a novel by Sigal Samuel.   Faith, family, 

and mysticism in Montreal’s half-hipster,  half-

Hasidic Mile End neighborhood. All are welcome. 

RSVP to knbook@tifereth-israel.org so Herman 

Catering can scale the snacks. 

There are few or no library copies of the 

December book.  It is in print and easily available.  

On January 15th we read The Lemon Tree: an 

Arab, a Jew, and the heart of the Middle East.   

Nonfiction by Sandy Tolan on the relationship 

between an Arab family and the Jewish family 

who moved into the former home of the Arab 

family.  Not quite what you’d expect from that 

description. 

Our February book is Eternal Life, a novel by Dara 

Horn.  What would it really be like to have eternal 

life, or a never-ending series of ordinary lives?  

Dara Horn’s answer in this, her best book so far, is 

not at all what you’d expect. 

We will soon be picking our readings for the 

months after February. Please send me your 

suggestions of books that have some Jewish interest 

and would support discussion.  Nonfiction that is not 

memoir is especially welcome.    

I hope to see many of you at these meetings.  The 

group is open to anyone, and you don’t have to 

finish the book before the meeting - though we 

can’t guarantee to avoid spoilers in our discussion..   
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 Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments 

December 7, 2018  

Marc Suddleson & Molly Surden 

Howard & Michele Sumka 

Michael & Adele Sumner  

JT & Naomi Taransky  

Bernard & Daniella Taveau  

Kassahun Teffera & Melke 
   Mengiste 

Jevera Temsky 

Glenn & Diane Thrush  

Neil & Rachel Tickner 

Michael Tilchin  

Peter & Rhoda Trooboff 

Paula Tucker 

Jonathan & Cathy Tuerk 

Daniel & Allison Turner  

Michael & Ruth Unterweger 

Mark Verschell & Elizabeth Leff 

Susan Vitale 

December 21, 2018  

David Wachtel & Jennifer  
   Goldstein 

Reenie Wagner  

Harry Waldman & Susan Morse 

Philip Wallach & Vera Krimnus  

Marc Warshawsky & Vivian  
   Seidner 

Matthew Watson & Ellen Cabot 

Eric Weiner & Sharon Moshavi 

Zach Weinstein  

Jon Weintraub & Judith Heimlich 

Jessica Weissman & Louise  
   Kelley 

Dov Weitman & Sylvia Horwitz 

Alan & Cynthia Weitz  

Howard & Barbara White 

Louise Wiener 

Peter Winch & Denice Zeck 

Adam & Dorothea Wolfson 

Christopher Zeilinger & Ann 
    Baker 

Yohannes Zeleke 

Alan Zibel & Renee Gindi  

Diana Zurer 

Ellen Zwibak 

December 28 2018  

Luis & Karen Acosta 

Sandra Adelstein  

Andrew Afflerbach & Joanne 
   Hovis 

Miriam Alpern 

Jon Alterman & Katherine  
   LaRiviere 

Morton Alterman  

Robyn M. Altman & Brendan J. 
   Doherty  

Timothy Anderegg & Lisa Fogel- 
   Anderegg 

Leonard Bachman 

Sidney Bailin 

Heike Bailin 

Lawrence Baizer & Elaine Lewis 

Lolita Baker  

Ethan & Jodi Balis  

Paul & Esther Bardack 

Burt Barnow 

Mae Cooper & Gideon Bass  

Charles Baum 

Leonard & Joy Baxt 

Mark & Mona Berch 

Bruce & Laurie Berger 

Carl Bergman & Margie Odle 

January 4, 2019  

Judi Berland 

Marsha Gentner  

Nicole Berns & Alex Schaffer  

Dana Beyer 

Jackie Binogol  

Sheri Blonder 

Gideon & Lisa Blumenthal 

Ron & Dina Borzekowski 

Larry & Lise Bram 

Sarah Bram  

Steven & Rachel Bressler  

Sharon Brown 

Laura Schiavo  

Joel & Alice Burton 

Susan Chapin 

Daniel Chazan & Ronit  
   Eisenbach  

Joel Cohen 

January 11, 2019  

Ann Cohen  

David & Judy Cohen 

David & Elana Cohen 

Hal Cohen & Katie Benton-
Cohen  

Raymond & Rebecca Coleman 

Nataliya Chernyak Cowen 

Tamir & Rebecca Damari 

Miriam Davidson  

Joe Davidson  

Ronni Davis 

Adam Diamond & Rabbi Jane 
Berman  

Helen Disenhaus 

Stan Dorn & Carla Ellern 

Earl Dotter & Deborah Stern 

Desirée Douglas 
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Donations 

GENERAL FUND 

Donor  

Mark & Mona Berch  

Donor                  In memory of 

John & Lynne List Ernestine List 

John & Lynne List Robert List 

Avi & Devra Weiss George Greenberg 

Avi & Devra Weiss Florence Einhorn 

Donor                  In honor of 

Harriet Ainbinder Myrna Goldman 

Laurel & David Rabin Myrna Goldman 

Sharon & David Rubin Myrna Goldman 

MARVIN KAPLAN SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Donor   

Stephen Garber & Lynne Snyder 

Donor                  In memory of 

Mark & Mona Berch Renee Blumner 

MOLLIE BERCH LIBRARY FUND 

Donor                  In memory of 

Sonya Gichner  Anita Bollt and Steven 
   Kalish’s new  
   grandson, Arlo  

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Donor                 

Robert & Jeri Roth Lande 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

Donor                   

Beverly Lehrer 

David & Carole Preston 

Donor                  In memory of 

Rabbi A. Nathan &  Eva Lodge 

  Barbara Abromowitz 

Rabbi A. Nathan &  J. Max Abromowitz 

  Barbara Abromowitz 

 

Rabbi A. Nathan & Barbara Abramowitz Avraham 
Nachman Abramowitz 

Florence Berlin Haya Berlin 

Jerry & Barbara Burke Milton H. Burke 

Irwin & Marilyn Feldman Lillian Pittle Norris 

Toby Friedman David Friedman 

Myrna Goldman Lorraine Goldman 

Julie Greenspoon Irma Naiman 
Greenspoon 

Sheldon & Denise Iskow Leon H. Burka 

Steven & Roberta Jellinek Irving Maydeck 

Alexandra Kincannon &  Charles  
  Paul Moorehead   Louis Kincannon 

Lillian Kronstadt Irma Naiman  
     Greenspoon 

Michael & Stefanie Levy Benjamin Goodman 

David & Janice Mehler William Greene 

Jacob Melamed Moses Melamed 

Diana Moldovan David Levy 

Charlotte & Hyman Passo Martha Levy 

Irene Rosen Yetta Rosen 

Adele & Morton Samler Sadie Goldstein 

Yvonne Shashoua & Sonya Rozansky 
  Yochanan Sullivan    Shashoua 

Norman & Ellen Sinel M. Jerry Winnick 

Louis & Madge Lee Spector Corey Axel 

Faith Szydlo Ruth Breslow Young 

Kenneth Trupp Bertha Minnie Trupp 

Sanford & Lynne Vinick Gloria Newman 

Susan Vitale Eugene Charles Vitale 

Brian Wruble Betty Nathanson 

Diana Zurer Salmajean Schneider 

Wednesday Night Minyan 
The Wednesday night weekday minyan has resumed. The brief service begins promptly at 6:10 and wraps up at 
6:30, in time for Hebrew School pick-up  We alternate between mincha and maariv, dependent upon the sunset. It’s  
a great way to meet other congregants, learn the evening service, and help those in our community who are saying 

kaddish. Unfortunately, we often struggle to make a minyan - so your participation is incredibly helpful.  

Please take a moment to indicate whether you will be able to join us each week. The sign-up sheet is available 

online here. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WI_SWBX2ZFdI49dfBirQ6jy2jJ8_lZCJ06ANcORQT3Y/edit#gid=962264543

