
Dear Beth Shalom Families: 
 
After more than a year of online-only services, Beth Shalom will reopen on a limited capacity 
basis on Friday, June 11. For the time being, we are only opening to people who have been fully 
vaccinated—e.g., people who are at least two weeks past the date of their final dose of the 
vaccine (second dose for Pfizer and Moderna, only dose for Johson & Johnson. So, your final 
vaccine date must be May 28 or prior for the June 11 service). NO EXCEPTIONS.  
 
Note that we will continue to stream services on Zoom so that people who are not vaccinated, 
cannot safely attend in person, or don’t yet feel comfortable to attend in person will continue to 
be able to participate.  
 
Beginning on Friday, June 11, 50 people who can show proof of full vaccination will be able to 
attend services in person, and masks will not be required. Those who still choose to wear a mask 
are welcome to do so. Please note: a limited number of these spots will be reserved for 
guests/non-members, in the interest of continuing the work of growing our membership and 
serving our entire community. More information about this process is below. 
 
Plans are also moving ahead to host Tanakh Talks starting Monday, June 7 in person at Beth 
Shalom. For Tanakh Talks, the capacity limit to begin with will be 35.  
 
The Reopening Implementation Team has discussed several scenarios in recent weeks, and in 
light of the most recent CDC guidance and Governor Cooper’s easing of restrictions, we feel that 
this is the best scenario for resuming in-person activities while maintaining our commitment to a 
low-risk environment for COVID-19 transmission.  
 
In addition to updated guidance, we arrived at this decision considering current facts:  

● vaccines have become more widely available, and approval for teens 12 years and older  
● the number of our members and staff who have been vaccinated continues to increase, 
● case counts, hospitalizations, and deaths from COVID-19 have fallen significantly from 

their height in the fall and winter.  
 

More details about how to register to attend in-person services, what the transition will look like 
with both in-person and remote congregants, and the metrics guiding decisions about High 
Holidays, religious school, and future easing of restrictions are outlined below. 
 
Our decision is guided by Jewish values. We continue to believe that pikuach nefesh—the 
safeguarding of life—takes precedence over every other Jewish practice, including communal 
prayer. For that reason, we will reopen gradually in a way that maintains a low-risk environment 



for the transmission of COVID-19, and we will continue to provide the opportunity for everyone 
who prefers or needs to, to participate on Zoom. 
 
 
Assuming that data continue to support slowing community spread of COVID-19, we anticipate 
further relaxation of restrictions later in the summer, potentially including: 

● Eliminating vaccination requirements, 
● Easing or eliminating capacity restrictions, 
● Easing or eliminating social distancing requirements, and 
● Resuming Oneg. 

 
This presumes a community-wide vaccination rate of 70% or more. We should be close to this 
later in the summer, given current trends and vaccine availability—that will help as we address 
August onward B’nei Mitzvahs, school reopening, and plans and policies that will be in place for 
High Holidays. 
 
These are the guidelines we will use as we begin to slowly welcome people back to the 
building. 
 
1. Proof of vaccination process: 

● Your first time returning to the building, you will be required to show your vaccine card 
AND identification (driver’s license or otherwise) to establish proof of being fully 
vaccinated (at least two weeks after your second shot). 

● If you do not have your vaccination card with you the first time back (or if you have not 
previously provided proof of vaccination), you will be turned away. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

● For attendance at subsequent events at Beth Shalom, you will still need to check in at the 
door. The people at the door will have a list that indicates those who are registered for the 
service who have shown proof of vaccination at a prior service. 
  

2. For all types of in-person participation: 
● Advance signup will be required. 
● The Implementation Team will work with staff and the Board to assure that signup 

methods are accessible for all, and that a broad array of members has the opportunity to 
attend in-person. (See below for signup information) 

● Capacity limit for Friday night services is 50 fully vaccinated people. 
● People from different households will remain socially distanced (at least six feet apart). 
● While masks are not required in this scenario, those who are more comfortable wearing a 

mask are still welcome and encouraged to do so. 
● Individuals with symptoms consistent with COVID-19 or exposed to someone with 

suspected or confirmed COVID-19 may not attend in-person services or activities. 



● Hand sanitizer will be available upon entering and leaving the sanctuary, and congregants 
and guests are encouraged to wash your hands after using the bathrooms. 

● Food will not be allowed during or following any service, except for the ceremonial 
challah and wine on the bimah—no sharing of Oneg for now. 

● People who attend in-person events at the temple are required to report to Beth Shalom 
leadership any COVID-19 infection (symptomatic or asymptomatic) that occurs within a 
week of attending services or an event in person (indoors or outdoors). 

● In the event that a case of COVID-19 is identified and potentially linked to a Beth 
Shalom event, the leadership will report the case and contact information of all necessary 
people as required by the local health department. 

● Beth Shalom will follow health department recommendations and will notify people who 
may have been exposed. 

 
3. Ritual events: 

● Shabbat services, funerals, and minyans will be held indoors with up to 50 vaccinated 
congregants present, in addition to the Rabbi, musician(s), and tech support. 

● B’nei Mitzvah may have 35 people, invited by the family, participating in the sanctuary, 
along with the Rabbi, musician(s), and tech support. 

 
4. Meetings and other events that can be held virtually will continue to be held on Zoom.  
 
5. Compliance with these protocols 

● Beth Shalom’s Board, volunteers, and staff will help communicate, implement, and 
enforce these protocols. 

● It is also incumbent on all members to take responsibility for following these protocols to 
help keep themselves and each other safe. 

 
Vaccines: We believe that everyone who is eligible and has an opportunity to be vaccinated has 
a responsibility to be vaccinated unless it is medically contraindicated. We have a responsibility 
to protect ourselves and, as part of a community, to protect each other. 
 
Individual Decisions: People attending in-person events understand that Beth Shalom is 
committed to providing a low-risk environment for COVID-19 transmission; however, 
individuals should make decisions about attending in-person for themselves, understanding their 
own level of risk and risk tolerance. 
 
Signing up for services 
We are committed to making face-to-face services accessible to a wide array of people. If you 
are having trouble signing up online, call the Beth Shalom office at 919-364-3497 and someone 
will help you.  



 
The Details: We request that you help us in spreading the joy. Spread out your signups for 
services, and limit them to one every two or three weeks so other people can have a turn. In 
between, join us on Zoom. 
 
Registration for services will be done through SignUp Genius. You may now sign up for our 
June services at the following link 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f45a4ab28a13-inperson 
 
Signups will open on Monday mornings for a two-week period. Each Monday, an additional 
week will be added. Please do not sign up for more than one spot per two-week period. 
 
Starting the day before a service (e.g. Thursday for Friday Shabbat services), if spots are still 
available, congregants may sign up for an additional service. If you are unable to join 
us for a service you signed up for, please make sure to cancel your spot. 
 
We pray this will be just the first step toward coming back together as a physical community. 
The health and safety of our congregants, staff, volunteers, and guests is our priority, and we 
appreciate your patience as we continue to make and adapt plans in these uncertain times. We 
will share additional information in the coming weeks as circumstances permit. We look forward 
to seeing you! 


