
Over the last two months, there has been a significant improvement in the COVID-19
situation. Cases, hospitalizations, and deaths have all fallen significantly. Wake
County’s fully vaccinated rate is 73% of the entire population, including those who
cannot get vaccinated; Beth Shalom’s vaccination rates are likely higher than that,
given our demographics. Anyone who wishes to and is eligible (e.g., over 5 years old)
has now had the chance to become fully vaccinated. 

The situation and the larger environment have changed:

a) The CDC significantly relaxed their guidelines, and Wake County falls under their
lowest risk “Green” category. 
b) The Governor and North Carolina effectively eliminated capacity and mask
restrictions.
c) Wake County and the local jurisdictions dropped mask requirements. 
d) WCPSS went mask optional as of Monday, March 7.

While we need to be watchful and aware that future variants and circumstances
may change, it is time to relax some of our restrictions and more fully reopen.

The Health & Wellness Team reviewed conditions and made recommendations. The
Board’s Executive Committee discussed those recommendations, current
circumstances and decided to further relax and reopen and welcome members to
gather and reconnect. 

Therefore, effective Friday, March 11, 2022:

Masks are now optional indoors at Beth Shalom, although we recommend their use in
close quarters or anytime it makes you more comfortable. 
This applies to services, B’nei Mitzvahs, school, events, and meetings.
The school will send a separate email to parents with specific details from Rabbi. 
Everyone should respect and support those who choose to wear a mask or distance
during services and events.
We ask anyone to stay home if you are feeling ill or exhibit any signs of sickness. 
Zoom/remote option will remain available for any who are uncomfortable in person.
Food, meals, and Onegs are permitted and encouraged as a means of reconnecting and
providing moments — we ask that buffets and shared food be minimized and use
single-serve portions to the extent possible.
Enhanced cleaning and provision of sanitizer and masks will continue.
We will continue to monitor the situation and consider adjustments as needed.

As always, each person needs to assess their risk tolerance for themselves and their
family and act accordingly regarding what they are comfortable with.



These have been trying times; hopefully, this easing will allow us to gather and do
more things together regularly and serve as the basis for renewal.

L'Shalom/Shalom Aleichem!


