Looking Behind Esther’s Mask

1. Esther 2:5-6
TI230 DY D2YITN 237 WK P UOR WP 13 OVRW 13 1R 12 2T 10U BRI whia M v whN
232 7% IRITIN 73 WK AT TR 73397 OV AN W
There was a certain Jew in Shushan the castle, whose name was Mordecai the son of Jair the son
of Shimei the son of Kish, a Benjamite, who had been carried away from Jerusalem with the
captives that had been carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the
king of Babylon had carried away.

2. Zecharia 8:23
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Thus saith the Lord of hosts: In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold, out
of all the languages of the nations, shall even take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying:
We will go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.'

3. Concordance “37°3”
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Divrei Hayamim 29:1
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And David the king said unto all the congregation: “Solomon my son, whom alone God hath
chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great; for the palace is not for man, but for the
Lord God.”

4. Yeshayahu 39:1
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At that time Merodach-baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent a letter and a present to
Hezekiah; for he heard that he had been sick, and was recovered.




5. Ezral
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Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah
might be accomplished, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying: 'Thus saith Cyrus
king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth hath the Lord, the God of heaven, given me; and He
hath charged me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whosoever there is
among you of all His people — his God be with him — let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in
Judah, and build the house of the Lord, the God of Israel, He is the God who is in Jerusalem.

6. Cyrus Cylinder

7. Kuzari 2:24

Divine Providence was ready to restore everything as it had been at first, if they had all willingly
consented to return. But only a part was ready to do so, whilst the majority and the aristocracy
remained in Babylon, preferring dependence and slavery, and unwilling to leave their houses and
their affairs.



8. Megillah 12a
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The students of Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai asked him: For what reason were the enemies of
Jewish people, a euphemism for the Jewish people themselves when exhibiting behavior that is
not in their best interests, in that generation deserving of annihilation? He, Rabbi Shimon,
said to them: Say the answer to your question yourselves. They said to him: It is because they
partook of the feast of that wicked one, Ahasuerus, and they partook there of forbidden foods.
Rabbi Shimon responded: If so, those in Shushan should have been killed as punishment, but
those in the rest of the world, who did not participate in the feast, should not have been killed.
They said to him: Then you say your response to our question. He said to them: It is because
they prostrated before the idol that Nebuchadnezzar had made, as is recorded that the entire
world bowed down before it, except for Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.
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They said to him: But if it is true that they worshipped idols and therefore deserved to be
destroyed, why was a miracle performed on their behalf? Is there favoritism expressed by God
here? He said to them: They did not really worship the idol, but pretended to do so only for
appearance, acting as if they were carrying out the king’s command to bow before the idol. So
too, the Holy One, Blessed be He, did not destroy them but did act angry with them only for
appearance. He too merely pretended to desire to destroy them, as all He did was issue a threat,
but in the end the decree was annulled. And this is as it is written: “For He does not afflict
from His heart willingly” (Lamentations 3:33), but only for appearances’ sake.

9. Esther 1:6-7
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There were hangings of white, fine cotton, and blue, bordered with cords of fine linen and
purple, upon silver rods and pillars of marble; the couches were of gold and silver, upon a
pavement of green, and white, and shell, and onyx marble. And they gave them drink in vessels
of gold— the vessels being diverse one from another — and royal wine in abundance, according
to the bounty of the king.

10. Shemot 25
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The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Tell the Israelite people to bring Me gifts; you shall accept
gifts for Me from every person whose heart so moves him. And these are the gifts that you shall
accept from them: gold, silver, and copper; blue, purple, and crimson yarns, fine linen, goats’
hair; tanned ram skins, dolphin skins, and acacia wood; oil for lighting, spices for the anointing



oil and for the aromatic incense; lapis lazuli and other stones for setting, for the ephod and for
the breastpiece. And let them make Me a sanctuary that | may dwell among them.

11. Esther Rabba 2
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The Vessels being diverse one from another” - He brought his own vessels and those of the
Temple, and they were finer and more beautiful than his. It was as if a mistress had a beautiful
servant, and whenever she looked at her servant her color changed. So whenever his vessels were
brought face to face with those of the Temple, they lost color and became like lead.

12. Meqillah 14a
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The verse states: “And the king removed his ring from his hand” (Esther 3:10). Rabbi Abba
bar Kahana said: The removal of Ahasuerus’s ring for the sealing of Haman’s decree was
more effective than the forty-eight prophets and the seven prophetesses who prophesied on
behalf of the Jewish people. As, they were all unable to return the Jewish people to the right
way, but the removal of Ahasuerus’s ring returned them to the right way, since it brought
them to repentance.

13. Mishna Megilla 2:1
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With regard to one who reads the Megilla out of order, reading a later section first, and then
going back to the earlier section, he has not fulfilled his obligation.
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