
Looking Behind Esther’s Mask 

 

1. Esther 2:5-6 

ִביָרהָהָיה  ִאיׁש ְיהּוִדי ן הַׁ מֹו  ְבׁשּוׁשַׁ יּושְׁ ָלה   ׇמְרדֳּכַׁ ָלה ִמירּוָשַלִים ִעם ַהגֹּ ר ׇהגְׁ ִמיִני. ֲאשֶּ ן ִקיש ִאיש יְׁ ִעי בֶּ ן ִשמְׁ ן ָיִאיר בֶּ בֶּ

ָיה ׇכנְׁ ָתה ִעם יְׁ לְׁ ר ׇהגְׁ ל ֲאשֶּ ְך ָבבֶּ לֶּ נֶַּצר מֶּ בּוַכדְׁ ָלה נְׁ גְׁ ר הֶּ הּוָדה ֲאשֶּ לְֶּך יְׁ  .מֶּ

There was a certain Jew in Shushan the castle, whose name was Mordecai the son of Jair the son 

of Shimei the son of Kish, a Benjamite, who had been carried away from Jerusalem with the 

captives that had been carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the 

king of Babylon had carried away . 

 

2. Zecharia 8:23 

ה ָאַמר  בָ  ה׳כֹּ נַ קצְׁ ֱחִזיקּו ִבכְׁ הֶּ נֹות ַהגֹוִים וְׁ שֹּ ל לְׁ ר ַיֲחִזיקּו ֲעָשָרה ֲאָנִשים ִמכֹּ ָכה  ֹות ַבָיִמים ָהֵהָמה ֲאשֶּ ר ֵנלְׁ הּוִדי ֵלאמֹּ ף ִאיש יְׁ

ם נּו ֱאֹלִהים ִעָמכֶּ ם ִכי ָשַמעְׁ  .ִעָמכֶּ

Thus saith the Lord of hosts: In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold, out 

of all the languages of the nations, shall even take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying: 

We will go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.' 

 

3. Concordance “בירה” 

 
Divrei Hayamim 29:1 

ָחד ָבַחר בֹו ֱאֹל ִני אֶּ ה בְׁ ֹלמֹּ ׇכל ַהָקָהל שְׁ ְך לְׁ לֶּ ר ָדִויד ַהמֶּ ֹּאמֶּ ָאָדם יםקַוי דֹוָלה ִכי לֹּא לְׁ ָלאָכה גְׁ ַהמְׁ ִכי   ַהִביָרה ַנַער ָוָרְך וְׁ

 ים קֱאֹל ה׳לַ 

And David the king said unto all the congregation: “Solomon my son, whom alone God hath 

chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great; for the palace is not for man, but for the 

Lord God.” 

 

4. Yeshayahu 39:1 

ַמע ִכי חָ  ִקָיהּו ַוִישְׁ ל ִחזְׁ ָחה אֶּ ָפִרים ּוִמנְׁ ל סְׁ ְך ָבבֶּ לֶּ ֲאָדן מֶּ ן ַבלְׁ ֲאָדן בֶּ ַדְך ַבלְׁ רֹּ  . ָלה ַויֱֶּחָזקָבֵעת ַהִהיא ָשַלח מְׁ

At that time Merodach-baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent a letter and a present to 

Hezekiah; for he heard that he had been sick, and was recovered . 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Ezra 1 

ַבר  לֹות דְׁ ְך ָפַרס ִלכְׁ לֶּ ש מֶּ כֹורֶּ ַנת ַאַחת לְׁ ָיה ֵהִעיר   ה׳ּוִבשְׁ מְׁ ַגם ה׳  ִמִפי ִירְׁ כּותֹו וְׁ ׇכל ַמלְׁ ר קֹול בְׁ ְך ָפַרס ַוַיֲעבֶּ לֶּ ש מֶּ רֶּ ת רּוַח כֹּ אֶּ

ץ ָנַתן ִלי   כֹות ָהָארֶּ לְׁ ל ַממְׁ ְך ָפַרס כֹּ לֶּ ש מֶּ רֶּ ה ָאַמר כֹּ ר. כֹּ ָתב ֵלאמֹּ ִמכְׁ נֹות לֹו ַבִית  קֵ ֱאֹלה׳ בְׁ הּוא ָפַקד ָעַלי ִלבְׁ י ַהָשָמִים וְׁ

 ִ ר ִביהּוָדה. מִ ִבירּוָשַל ִהי ֱאֹל ם ֲאשֶּ ם ִמׇכל ַעמֹו יְׁ ִ קָ י ָבכֶּ ַיַעל ִלירּוָשַל ת ֵבית יו ִעמֹו וְׁ ן אֶּ ִיבֶּ ר ִביהּוָדה וְׁ ָרֵאל הּוא  קֵ ֱאֹלה׳ ם ֲאשֶּ י ִישְׁ

ִ קִ ָהֱאֹל ר ִבירּוָשָל  .םים ֲאשֶּ

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah 

might be accomplished, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a 

proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying: 'Thus saith Cyrus 

king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth hath the Lord, the God of heaven, given me; and He 

hath charged me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whosoever there is 

among you of all His people — his God be with him — let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in 

Judah, and build the house of the Lord, the God of Israel, He is the God who is in Jerusalem. 

 

6. Cyrus Cylinder 

 
 

 

7. Kuzari 2:24 

Divine Providence was ready to restore everything as it had been at first, if they had all willingly 

consented to return. But only a part was ready to do so, whilst the majority and the aristocracy 

remained in Babylon, preferring dependence and slavery, and unwilling to leave their houses and 

their affairs. 

 

 

 

 

 



8. Megillah 12a 

אֹותֹו  בְׁ ָרֵאל שֶּ ל ִישְׁ ן שֶּ ֵאיהֶּ יבּו שֹונְׁ ַחיְׁ ֵני ָמה ִנתְׁ עֹון ַבר יֹוַחאי ִמפְׁ ת ַרִבי ִשמְׁ ִמיָדיו אֶּ רּו ָשֲאלּו ַתלְׁ ם ִאמְׁ ָלָיה ָאַמר ָלהֶּ ַהדֹור כְׁ

רּו לֹו ִמפְׁ  ם ָאמְׁ גּוַאתֶּ ׇכל ָהעֹוָלם כּוּלֹו ַאל ֵיָהרְׁ בְׁ גּו שֶּ שּוַשן ֵיָהרְׁ בְׁ ל אֹותֹו ָרָשע ִאם ֵכן שֶּ עּוָדתֹו שֶּ נֱֶּהנּו ִמסְׁ רּו לֹו ֱאמֹור   ֵני שֶּ ָאמְׁ

לֶּם  ַתֲחוּו ַלצֶּ ִהשְׁ ֵני שֶּ ם ִמפְׁ  ַאָתה ָאַמר ָלהֶּ

The students of Rabbi Shimon bar Yoḥai asked him: For what reason were the enemies of 

Jewish people, a euphemism for the Jewish people themselves when exhibiting behavior that is 

not in their best interests, in that generation deserving of annihilation? He, Rabbi Shimon, 

said to them: Say the answer to your question yourselves. They said to him: It is because they 

partook of the feast of that wicked one, Ahasuerus, and they partook there of forbidden foods. 

Rabbi Shimon responded: If so, those in Shushan should have been killed as punishment, but 

those in the rest of the world, who did not participate in the feast, should not have been killed. 

They said to him: Then you say your response to our question. He said to them: It is because 

they prostrated before the idol that Nebuchadnezzar had made, as is recorded that the entire 

world bowed down before it, except for Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 

 

ִנים ַאף ַהָקדֹוש ָברּוְך הּוא לֹּא ָּלא ִלפְׁ ם ֵהם לֹּא ָעשּו אֶּ ִכי ַמּׂשֹוא ָפִנים ֵיש ַבָדָבר ָאַמר ָלהֶּ רּו לֹו וְׁ ִנים   ָאמְׁ ָּלא ִלפְׁ ן אֶּ ָעָשה ִעָמהֶּ

ינּו דִ  ַהיְׁ ִתיב ִכי לֹּא ִעָנה ִמִּלבֹווְׁ   :כְׁ

They said to him: But if it is true that they worshipped idols and therefore deserved to be 

destroyed, why was a miracle performed on their behalf? Is there favoritism expressed by God 

here? He said to them: They did not really worship the idol, but pretended to do so only for 

appearance, acting as if they were carrying out the king’s command to bow before the idol. So 

too, the Holy One, Blessed be He, did not destroy them but did act angry with them only for 

appearance. He too merely pretended to desire to destroy them, as all He did was issue a threat, 

but in the end the decree was annulled. And this is as it is written: “For He does not afflict 

from His heart willingly” (Lamentations 3:33), but only for appearances’ sake. 

 

 

9. Esther 1:6-7 

ַפס  ֵלי בּוץ  ּוְתֵכֶלתחּור ַכרְׁ ַחבְׁ ְרָגָמןָאחּוז בְׁ ִליֵלי  ְואַׁ ַעמּוֵדי ֵשש ִמּטֹות  ֶכֶסףַעל גְׁ ַדר  ָוֶכֶסף ָזָהבוְׁ ַפת ַבַהט ָוֵשש וְׁ ַעל ִרצְׁ

ֵלי ָזָהב  קֹות ִבכְׁ ַהשְׁ ת. וְׁ ָחרֶּ סֹּ ְך  ְוֵכִלים ִמֵכִלים ׁשֹוִניםוְׁ לֶּ ַיד ַהמֶּ כּות ָרב כְׁ ֵיין ַמלְׁ  וְׁ

There were hangings of white, fine cotton, and blue, bordered with cords of fine linen and 

purple, upon silver rods and pillars of marble; the couches were of gold and silver, upon a 

pavement of green, and white, and shell, and onyx marble. And they gave them drink in vessels 

of gold— the vessels being diverse one from another — and royal wine in abundance, according 

to the bounty of the king. 

 

10. Shemot 25 

נּו לִ  בֶּ ר ִידְׁ רּוָמה ֵמֵאת ָכל־ִאיש ֲאשֶּ חּו־ִלי תְׁ ִיקְׁ ָרֵאל וְׁ ֵני ִישְׁ ל־בְׁ ר׃ ַדֵבר אֶּ ה ֵּלאמֹּ שֶּ ל־מֹּ ַדֵבר ה׳ אֶּ רּוָמִתי׃ ַויְׁ ת־תְׁ חּו אֶּ  בֹו ִתקְׁ

חּו ֵמִאָתם  ר ִתקְׁ רּוָמה ֲאשֶּ ֹּאת ַהתְׁ ז שֶּ  ָוֶכֶסף ָזָהבוְׁ חֹּ ְרָגָמן ּוְתֵכֶלתת׃ ּונְׁ ת  ְואַׁ רֹּ עֹּ ָאָדִמים וְׁ ת ֵאיִלם מְׁ רֹּ עֹּ ִעִזים׃ וְׁ ֵשש וְׁ תֹוַלַעת ָשִני וְׁ וְׁ

ֵני ַאבְׁ ַהם וְׁ ֵני־שֹּ ת ַהַסִמים׃ ַאבְׁ רֶּ טֹּ ִלקְׁ ָחה וְׁ ן ַהִמשְׁ מֶּ שֶּ ָשִמים לְׁ ר בְׁ ן ַלָמאֹּ מֶּ ָחִשים ַוֲעֵצי ִשִּטים׃ שֶּ ן׃   תְׁ שֶּ ַלחֹּ ד וְׁ ָעשּו ִלי  ִמּלִֻּאים ָלֵאפֹּ וְׁ

תֹוָכם׃  ִתי בְׁ ָשַכנְׁ ָדש וְׁ  ִמקְׁ

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Tell the Israelite people to bring Me gifts; you shall accept 

gifts for Me from every person whose heart so moves him. And these are the gifts that you shall 

accept from them: gold, silver, and copper; blue, purple, and crimson yarns, fine linen, goats’ 

hair; tanned ram skins, dolphin skins, and acacia wood; oil for lighting, spices for the anointing 



oil and for the aromatic incense; lapis lazuli and other stones for setting, for the ephod and for 

the breastpiece. And let them make Me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them. 

 

11. Esther Rabba 2 

הביא כליו וכלי בית המקדש ונמצאו נאים ויפין מכליו, למטרונה שהיתה לה שפחה יפה כל זמן   - וכלים מכלים שונים

 בשפחתה היו פניה משתנות, כך כל זמן שהיו כלי בית המקדש מביטין בכליו היו משתנין כליו ונעשין כעופרת.   שמבטת

The Vessels being diverse one from another” - He brought his own vessels and those of the 

Temple, and they were finer and more beautiful than his. It was as if a mistress had a beautiful 

servant, and whenever she looked at her servant her color changed. So whenever his vessels were 

brought face to face with those of the Temple, they lost color and became like lead. 

 

12. Megillah 14a 

ת ת ַטַבעְׁ ְך אֶּ לֶּ ִביאֹוַוָיַסר ַהמֶּ ַבע נְׁ שֶּ ִביִאים וְׁ מֹונֶּה נְׁ ָבִעים ּושְׁ דֹוָלה ֲהָסַרת ַטַבַעת יֹוֵתר ֵמַארְׁ ת ֹו ָאַמר ַרִבי ַאָבא ַבר ָכֲהָנא גְׁ

מּוָטב   ִזיָרַתן לְׁ חְׁ ִאיּלּו ֲהָסַרת ַטַבַעת הֶּ מּוָטב וְׁ ֱחִזירּום לְׁ כּוָּלן לֹּא הֶּ ָרֵאל שֶּ ִישְׁ ן לְׁ אּו ָלהֶּ ַנבְׁ ִנתְׁ  שֶּ

The verse states: “And the king removed his ring from his hand” (Esther 3:10). Rabbi Abba 

bar Kahana said: The removal of Ahasuerus’s ring for the sealing of Haman’s decree was 

more effective than the forty-eight prophets and the seven prophetesses who prophesied on 

behalf of the Jewish people. As, they were all unable to return the Jewish people to the right 

way, but the removal of Ahasuerus’s ring returned them to the right way, since it brought 

them to repentance. 

 

13. Mishna Megilla 2:1 

ֵרַע, לֹּא ָיָצא.   ַמפְׁ ִגָּלה לְׁ ת ַהמְׁ  ַהקֹוֵרא אֶּ

With regard to one who reads the Megilla out of order, reading a later section first, and then 

going back to the earlier section, he has not fulfilled his obligation.  
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