Why Tu Bishevat Matters: The Mystical View of the Shem Mishemuel
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It is necessary to look at the matter of Tu B'Shvat, on which no tachanun is said. For isn’t Rosh
Hashana of the trees is a natural thing, that most of the rains have passed, and the sap has already
gone in the trees and the fruits are beginning to bud. What is the connection that there is no
tachanun? There is so sanctity, no mitzva, no miracle, and nothing to do with Israel? And on the
15™ of Av, that is mentioned in the Talmud, and there are many reasons for it and there are many
matters relevant to Israel. But, Tu Bishvat, what is it giving us?
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And we will see behold the Bible states, “For as the rain or snow drops from heaven And returns
not there, But soaks the earth And makes it bring forth vegetation... So is the word that issues
from My mouth.” Behold, the prophet creates an analogy between the word of God and rains that
cause growth.
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And it seems that the matter of the tree is that it connects the fruit to the earth, and it is medium
between the earth and the fruit, and it has the power to connect these two worlds, and it seems
that there is a hint in its gematria, for the numerical value of the word “tree” (12°X) is 91, and is
the two-word name of God, Hashem, Elokim, which heaven and earth refer to, it is the
combination of heaven and earth. And from its physicality we learn about spirituality. And so
man is likened to it, as the verse states, “that man is the tree of the field,” for the form of man is
to connect the upper and lower, for he has a spiritual soul and an earthly body. And, what they
say about the egla arufa [the person murdered and no culprit is found] that the murdered person
didn’t bear fruit. What are fruit? Mitzvot. For the Mitzvot are comparable to a fruit growing on
a tree, that the fruit has a spiritual power that nourishes a person...
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And behold just like rain causes fruit to grow, so too divine enlightenment given in the hearts of
people is what awakens the person who will make his fruits. And this is why the prophet likened
the word of God to rain and snow.
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And it is like what is said in the 1% chapter of Masechet Rosh Hashana, regarding rains, that if
Israel was completely wicked on Rosh Hashana, it was decreed few rains for them. But, if in the
end they did teshuva. To add rain is impossible since the decree has already been issued, but
God causes them to fall at their time. If Israel was completely righteous and God decreed rains,
but in the end they went back. To cancel rain is impossible since the decree has already been
issued, but God brings them down untimely on the land that does not need it.
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So too in the matter of divine enlightenment in the heart of man which is like the rains. On Rosh

Hashana it is decreed how much divine enlightenment will be given to everyone, so too the

concept of changing ones ways is relevant: To add or detract is impossible. But, if the person

merits it, he will receive it at the right times, in Torah or prayer or at a time when protection from

the physical world is beneficial. And the opposite, God forbid, it is given at an inopportune time.
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And just as the physical rains come to manifest after the third of the year, that the sap rises in the
trees and the fruits are found budding from now on, so too from Rosh Hashanah onwards to the
righteous who are written and signed immediately to life, or from Yom Kippur and the first day
of sukkot and on... a man receives every day this divine enlightenment and awakening, and the
one who is not a fool who loses what’s given, receives more life and spiritual feeling. And, once
a third of the year the heart will have already received its due...
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And according to this, the debate between beit shammai and beit hillel is clear... Beit Shammai
are strict, as they usually are, and the righteous who merit it are immediately written and sealed
on Rosh Hashana for life. And they immediately receive their spiritual rains, and the 1% third of
the year culminated on the first of Shevat... Beit Hillel, who are merciful, count from the 15%
day of Tishrei, which is the first day of Sukkot... that from then on the 1% third is counted...
Therefore, that 1/3 ends on the 15™ of Shevat.
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According to the above, the matter of Tu BiShehvat, it is readily understood why tachanun is not
said, for this is certainly a day of joy for Israel who wants to worship God with passion and not
with the coolness of spirit and the commandment.



