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Why 30?
1. Bemidbar 29:1
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In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe a sacred occasion: you shall not
work at your occupations. You shall observe it as a day when the horn is sounded.

2. Rosh Hashana 34a
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Rabbi Abbahu instituted in Caesarea the following order of sounding of the shofar: First a tekia, a
simple uninterrupted sound; next three shevarim, broken sounds; followed by a terua, a series of short
blasts; and, finally, another tekia. The Gemara asks: Whichever way you look at it, this is difficult. If,
according to the opinion of Rabbi Abbahu, the sound the Torah calls a terua is a whimpering, i.e.,
short, consecutive sounds, one should perform tekia-terua-tekia set. And if he holds that a terua is
moaning, i.e., longer, broken sounds, he should sound a set as follows: Tekia, followed by three
shevarim, and then another tekia. Why include both a terua and a shevarim?
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The Gemara answers: Rabbi Abbahu was uncertain whether a terua means moaning or whimpering,
and he therefore instituted that both types of sound should be included, to ensure that one fulfills his
obligation. Rav Avira strongly objects to this: But perhaps a terua is whimpering, and the addition
of three shevarim interrupts between the terua and the initial tekia, which disqualifies the entire set.
The Gemara answers: That is why one then performs a tekia-terua-tekia set, to account for this
possibility. Ravina strongly objects to this: But perhaps a terua is moaning, and the terua
interrupts between the shevarim and the final tekia, once again disqualifying the entire set. The
Gemara likewise answers: That is why one then performs a tekia-shevarim-tekia set, to cover this
possibility as well.
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The Gemara asks: But if in any case one must perform the two sets of blasts, for what purpose did
Rabbi Abbahu institute that one should perform a tekia-shevarim-terua-tekia set? If a terua is
moaning, one already did it; if it is whimpering, one already did this, too. The Gemara answers: Rabbi
Abbahu was uncertain, and he thought that perhaps a terua consists of moaning followed by
whimpering. Consequently, all three sets are necessary.
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The Gemara asks: If so, let one perform the opposite set as well: Tekia, terua, three shevarim, tekia,
as perhaps a terua consists of whimpering and then moaning. The Gemara answers: The normal way
of things is that when a person experiences a bad event, he first moans and then whimpers, but not
the reverse.

3. Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 590:1-2

TOINRD AUWDY 0197 TVIWD IYIN 2371 5" 17""721 D212 AYINN IMRIY 997 YWD MIWT WRIA YINWD QTR 290 MY 7190

DIWR AR 922 PYPIN MY YW 9210 5w "2 192 192 102 17 AR VAW W 2w NIVIIN 2w 1722 AW om
:n"nn"nn"n

How many Tekiahs is one obligated to hear on Rosh HaShana? Nine. (This is) because it says "Teruah"

by Yovel and Rosh HaShana three times. And every Teruah has a straight (blast) before it and a straight
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(blast) after it. And from tradition (the Sages) learned that all Teruahs of the seventh month, whether on
Rosh HaShana or Yom HaKippurim of Yovel, (are) nine Tekiahs. We blow on each of them: tekia truah
tekia, tekia truah tekia, tekia truah tekia.
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This Teruah that is said in the Torah, it is doubtful to us if it is the wail that we call Teruah or if it is what
we call Shevarim or if they are both of them together. Therefore, to remove any doubt, one needs to blow
TSR"T three times, TS"T three times and TR"T three times.

4. Rambam Mishna Torah Hilchot Shofar 3:2-3
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Due to the length of the years and the great [burdens] of exile, we have a doubt about this teruah that is
mentioned in the Torah, and we do not know how it is. It may be the wail that women wail amongst
themselves at the time that they weep. Or it may be the sigh that one sighs, time after time, whilst his
heart is worried about a big thing. Or both of them together — the sigh and the walil, as it is the way [of
a wail] to come after it — may be called teruah. For this is the way of a worrier, to first sigh, and then
wail. Hence we do all [three possibilities].
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The wail is what we [today] call teruah (even though it is only one possibility of what the Torah meant
by the word). And the sighing — this after that — is what we call three shevarim. It comes out that the
order of shofar blasts is like this: One recites the blessing and blows — a tekiah, three shevarim after it,
a teruah after that and a tekiah after [the teruah]. And he goes over this order three times. Then he blows
— a tekiah, three shevarim after it and a tekiah after that. And he goes over this order three times. Then
he blows — a tekiah, a teruah after it and a tekiah after that. And he goes over this order three times. It
comes out that the number of blasts is thirty — in order to avoid a doubt.

5. Otzar HaGeonim — Teshuvot Rav Hai Gaon 117
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Before Rabbi Abahu, what did they do? This is an annual obligation, and it’s not possible that from the
time of the prophets until Rabbi Abahu’s days that there was a single year that there was no shofar. If it
was a known obligation, then what did Rabbi Abahu establish to fix or correct?
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May our master explain this to us. For, every year we stand on this question and debate it. So, we ask
our master, may he live forever, to explain what they did before this establishment and how to
understand this passage in the Talmud
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Do not think that in the says of Rabbi Abahu there was a doubt here... This is what it was earlier, that all
of Israel would do their own thing. Some would do short blasts, others would do heavy ones. And both
would fulfill their obligation. And it appeared that there was a dispute, even though there wasn’t... and
when Rabbi Abahu came he saw it fit to establish one practice, and that an onlooker shouldn’t think that

there is a difference.

6. Ritva 34a
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Certainly in the earlier generations they practiced the terua as they saw from Moses. But, that trua was
nullified by the generation of the Tanaaim and later authorities because all the Torah says is Teruah the
broken voice of a person and the generations are not equal in this matter, for you will find that melodies
differ between generations, and so happened with the Teruah, for the later generations didn’t cry in the
same manner that the earlier ones did. And there are those who cry out twice or three times, like this or
like that. And it isn’t known which is kosher, this or that. Therefore Rabbi Abahu established this.

Why 607?
7. Rosh Hashana 16a-b
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Why does one sound a long, continuous shofar blast [tekia] and then a staccato series of shofar blasts
[terua] while the congregation is still sitting and then sound again a tekia and a terua while they are
standing? He answers: In order to confuse the Satan.

8. Rashi there
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In order to confuse — that he cannot accuse them when he hears how much they adore the Mitzvot

9. Ran Rosh Hashana 3a
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Since they will sound the Shofar when they are standing during the Musaf service, they are central. If
so, why do they do it when they are sitting [aka, before the Amida service] in order to confuse the Satan.

10. Baal Hamaor Rosh Hashana 12a
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The blasts that they do when they are sitting, that refers to the ones during the repetition, and even
though the chazan is standing, everyone else is sitting. And the ones done when standing, are the ones
when standing were when everyone would get up to leave.

11. Baal Hamaor Rosh Hashana 10b-11a
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That which we do which is to sound the shofar and bless when they are sitting [before Musaf] it seems
to me that this was not done in earlier times. Rather, it is a later addition because people weren’t staying
in for musaf.

12. Rosh Hashana 34b
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The Gemara relates: Rav Pappa bar Shmuel once rose to pray on Rosh HaShana. He said to his
attendant: When I signal to you that I have finished each of the blessings, sound the shofar for me.
Rava said to him: They said that the shofar must be sounded after each blessing only where there is a
quorum of ten [hever ir], not when it is sounded for an individual.

13. Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 592:2
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An individual (i.e. individual praying without a minyan) does not interrupt to blow shofar in the
blessings (of the Mussaf Prayer) and even if there is one to blow for him. (Rema): Rather we blow
Shofar for him before he prays Mussaf, and we do not need to blow for him a 2nd time [Kol Bo and Bais
Yosef in the name of Archos Chayim].

14. Mishna Brura there
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Even if there is someone there to sound shofar for him — that is to say, he shouldn’t interrupt anything to
sound the shofar, for it was only instituted to be done along with the blessings when done in a
community.

Why 100?
15. Tosfot Rosh Hashana 33b
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The Aruch explains that they have the custom to be stringent to sound 30 blasts when sitting, 30 blasts
during the silent amida, 30 blasts during the repetition, all of this corresponding the 100 cries of Sisera’s
mother, and these final 10 we do when we finish the prayer service.



