Tales of Destruction Part 1
The First Temple in the Talmud and The Bible
Rabbi Jared Anstandig
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Due to what reason was the First Temple destroyed? It was destroyed due to the fact that
there were three matters that existed in the First Temple: Idol worship, forbidden sexual
relations, and bloodshed.
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Idol worship, as it is written (Isaiah 28:20): “The bed is too short for stretching
[mehistare’a], and the cover is too narrow for gathering”
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What is the meaning of: “The bed is too short for stretching?” Rabbi Yonatan said: This
bed is too short for two counterparts [re’im] to dominate [mehistarer]...
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With regard to forbidden sexual relations, it is written (Isaiah 3:16): “The Lord says because
the daughters of Zion are haughty and walk with outstretched necks and wanton eyes,
walking and mincing as they go and making a tinkling with their feet.”
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With regard to bloodshed it is written (Melachim Bet 21:16): “Moreover, Manasseh shed
innocent blood very much, until he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another”
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However, considering that the people during the Second Temple period were engaged in
Torah study, observance of mitzvot, and acts of kindness, and that they did not perform the
sinful acts that were performed in the First Temple, why was the Second Temple destroyed? It
was destroyed due to the fact that there was wanton hatred during that period.

2. Yeshayahu 1:1
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The Vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem, in the
days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

3. Melachim Bet 21:1-18
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(1) Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign; and he reigned five and fifty years in
Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Hephzi-bah. (2) And he did that which was evil in the
sight of the Lord, after the abominations of the nations, whom the Lord cast out before the
children of Israel. (3) For he built again the high places which Hezekiah his father had
destroyed; and he reared up altars for Baal, and made an Asherah, as did Ahab king of Israel,
and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served them. (4) And he built altars in the house
of the Lord, whereof the Lord said: 'In Jerusalem will I put My name.' (5) And he built altars
for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lord. (6) And he made his son
to pass through the fire, and practised soothsaying, and used enchantments, and appointed
them that divined by a ghost or a familiar spirit: he wrought much evil in the sight of the
Lord, to provoke Him. (7) And he set the graven image of Asherah, that he had made, in the
house of which the Lord said to David and to Solomon his son: 'In this house, and in Jerusalem,
which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, will I put My name for ever; (8) neither will |
cause the feet of Israel to wander any more out of the land which | gave their fathers; if only they
will observe to do according to all that I have commanded them, and according to all the law that
My servant Moses commanded them.' (9) But they hearkened not; and Manasseh seduced them
to do that which is evil more than did the nations, whom the Lord destroyed before the children
of Israel. (10) And the Lord spoke by His servants the prophets, saying: (11) 'Because Manasseh
king of Judah hath done these abominations, and hath done wickedly above all that the Amorites
did, that were before him, and hath made Judah also to sin with his idols; (12) therefore thus
saith the Lord, the God of Israel: Behold, I bring such evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, that
whosoever heareth of it, both his ears shall tingle. (13) And I will stretch over Jerusalem the line
of Samaria, and the plummet of the house of Ahab; and | will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a
dish, wiping it and turning it upside down. (14) And | will cast off the remnant of Mine
inheritance, and deliver them into the hand of their enemies; and they shall become a prey and a
spoil to all their enemies; (15) because they have done that which is evil in My sight, and have
provoked Me, since the day their fathers came forth out of Egypt even unto this day.' (16)

another; be3|de his sin whereW|th he made Judah to sin, in domg that WhICh was evil in the S|ght
of the Lord. (17) Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and all that he did, and his sin that he
sinned, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? (18) And
Manasseh slept with his fathers, and was buried in the garden of his own house, in the garden of
Uzza; and Amon his son reigned in his stead.

4. Divrei Hayamim Bet 33:10-13
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(10) And the Lord spoke to Manasseh, and to his people; but they gave no heed. (11) Wherefore
the Lord brought upon them the captains of the host of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh
with hooks, and bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon. (12) And when he was in
distress, he besought the Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his
fathers. (13) And he prayed unto Him; and He was entreated of him, and heard his supplication,
and brought him back to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lord He was
God.

5. Yirmiyahu 1:1-3
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(1) The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of
Benjamin, (2) to whom the word of the Lord came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of
Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. (3) It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of
Josiah, king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of
Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month.

6. Yirmiyahu 7:1-10
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(1) The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying:(2) Stand in the gate of the Lord’s
house, and proclaim there this word, and say: Hear the word of the Lord, all ye of Judah,
that enter in at these gates to worship the Lord.(3) Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of
Israel: Amend your ways and your doings, and | will cause you to dwell in this place.(4) Trust
ye not in lying words, saying: "The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of
the Lord, are these."(5) Nay, but if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye
thoroughly execute justice between a man and his neighbour;(6) if ye oppress not the
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk
after other gods to your hurt;(7) then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that |
gave to your fathers, for ever and ever.(8) Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot
profit.(9) Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and offer unto
Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye have not known,(10) and come and stand before
Me in this house, whereupon My name is called, and say: "We are delivered’, that ye may
do all these abominations?



7. Yirmiyahu 36:1-9, 21-24
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(1) And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, that this
word came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, saying:(2) 'Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein
all the words that | have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the
nations, from the day | spoke unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. (3) It may be
that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which | purpose to do unto them; that they may
return every man from his evil way, and | may forgive their iniquity and their sin.' (4) Then
Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah; and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the
words of the Lord, which He had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. (5) And Jeremiah
commanded Baruch, saying: 'l am detained, | cannot go into the house of the Lord; (6) therefore
go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the words of the Lord in
the ears of the people in the Lord's house upon a fast-day; and also thou shalt read them in the
ears of all Judah that come out of their cities. (7) It may be they will present their supplication
before the Lord, and will return every one from his evil way; for great is the anger and the fury
that the Lord hath pronounced against this people.” (8) And Baruch the son of Neriah did
according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of the
Lord in the Lord's house. (9) Now it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah,
king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast before the Lord, all the people in
Jerusalem, and all the people that came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem... (21) So the
king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll; and he took it out of the chamber of Elishama the scribe. And
Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes that stood beside the king.
(22) Now the king was sitting in the winter-house in the ninth month; and the brazier was
burning before him. (23) And it came to pass, when Jehudi had read three or four columns, that
he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was in the brazier, until all the roll was
consumed in the fire that was in the brazier. (24)Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their
garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words.
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However, considering that the people during the Second Temple period were engaged in
Torah study, observance of mitzvot, and acts of kindness, and that they did not perform the
sinful acts that were performed in the First Temple, why was the Second Temple destroyed? It
was destroyed due to the fact that there was wanton hatred during that period.

.27 DIDDWY NPIY M9 1Y MPaY WHW TA10 QI DRIY APww 7100
This comes to teach you that the sin of wanton hatred is equivalent to the three severe
transgressions: Idol worship, forbidden sexual relations and bloodshed.

9. Sanhendrin 74a
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Rabbi Yohanan says in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yehotzadak: The Sages who
discussed this issue counted the votes of those assembled and concluded in the upper story of
the house of Nitza in the city of Lod: With regard to all other transgressions in the Torah, if a
person is told: Transgress this prohibition and you will not be killed, he may transgress that
prohibition and not be killed, because the preserving of his own life overrides all of the Torah’s
prohibitions. This is the halakha concerning all prohibitions except for those of idol worship,
forbidden sexual relations, and bloodshed. Concerning those prohibitions, one must allow
himself to be killed rather than transgress them.

10. Yoma 9a
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Rabbi Yohanan said: The fingernails of the former are preferable to the belly of the latter.
Reish Lakish said to him: On the contrary, the latter were superior; even though there is
subjugation by the kingdoms, they are engaged in Torah study. Rabbi Yohanan said to
Reish Lakish: The Temple will prove that the former were superior, as it was restored to the
former. The Second Temple was constructed after the destruction of the first. However, after the
destruction of the Second Temple, it was not restored to the latter. Apparently, the former were
superior to the latter.



